how does the great gatsby relate to
current society

how does the great gatsby relate to current society, F. Scott Fitzgerald's
timeless novel, continues to resonate with readers decades after its
publication. Its exploration of wealth, class, love, and the elusive American
Dream remains remarkably relevant in our contemporary world. This article
delves into the enduring connections between Gatsby's Jazz Age excesses and
the societal dynamics we observe today, examining how themes of social
mobility, the pursuit of happiness, materialism, and the corruption of ideals
echo in the 21st century.

The Enduring Allure of the American Dream 1in
Modern Society

The Great Gatsby is, at its core, a powerful critique of the American Dream
and its often-unattainable nature. Gatsby's fervent belief that wealth and
status can buy happiness and win back his lost love, Daisy, is a narrative
that still captivates and, at times, deceives us. In contemporary society,
the allure of the American Dream persists, albeit often redefined by new
metrics of success. The emphasis on upward mobility, the acquisition of
material possessions, and the constant striving for a better life are deeply
ingrained in our cultural consciousness, mirroring Gatsby's own relentless
pursuit.

Wealth and Social Stratification Today

Just as Gatsby's extravagant parties were a desperate attempt to breach the
established social circles of East Egg, modern society grapples with stark
divisions in wealth and opportunity. The gap between the ultra-rich and the
working class has become a defining characteristic of many economies,
creating a similar sense of exclusion and longing for those on the outside
looking in. The novel's portrayal of the "old money" versus "new money"
dynamic finds echoes in discussions about inherited wealth versus earned
fortunes and the social barriers that can still accompany them.

The Illusion of Happiness Through Materialism

Gatsby's opulent mansion, his flashy cars, and his extravagant lifestyle were
all intended to impress Daisy and, by extension, achieve happiness. This
relentless pursuit of material possessions as a pathway to contentment is a
theme that remains incredibly potent today. We are constantly bombarded with



messages that equate success with the accumulation of goods and the
projection of a certain lifestyle, a phenomenon Fitzgerald meticulously
documented. The underlying message is that owning more will make us happier,
a fallacy that the novel, and life, often proves to be.

Love, Illusion, and the Pain of Unrequited
Desire

Gatsby's idealized vision of Daisy, a memory preserved from five years prior,
blinds him to the reality of who she has become. His unwavering devotion,
fueled by a distorted perception of the past, ultimately leads to his
downfall. This exploration of love, illusion, and the pain of unrequited
desire offers profound insights into modern relationships and emotional
landscapes.

The Power of Nostalgia and Idealized Past
Relationships

In an era saturated with social media, where curated highlight reels often
present a polished and idealized version of reality, the tendency to
romanticize the past and idealize past relationships is amplified. Gatsby's
fixation on Daisy's voice, "full of money," and his unwavering belief that
she still loves him mirrors the ways in which people today can get caught in
nostalgic loops, clinging to an imagined past rather than confronting the
present. This can lead to a perpetual state of dissatisfaction and an
inability to move forward in meaningful ways.

The Corrosive Nature of Unfulfilled Longing

Gatsby’s entire existence is defined by his longing for Daisy. This
unfulfilled desire consumes him, driving his actions and ultimately shaping
his tragic fate. Modern society, with its instant gratification culture and
constant exposure to what others seemingly have, can foster a similar sense
of perpetual longing. The inability to achieve a desired outcome, whether in
relationships, career, or personal fulfillment, can be deeply corrosive,
leading to frustration and a sense of emptiness.

Social Critique and Moral Decay in Contemporary
Times

Fitzgerald’s critique of the Jazz Age's superficiality and moral bankruptcy



holds a mirror to many aspects of current societal values. The novel exposes
a world where wealth often shields individuals from consequences and where
moral compasses can be easily swayed by ambition and self-interest.

The Perpetuation of Hypocrisy and False Morality

The characters in The Great Gatsby, particularly those in East Egg, often
display a profound hypocrisy. They condemn Gatsby's ostentatious displays of
wealth while engaging in their own morally questionable behaviors, shielded
by their established social standing. This disconnect between outward
appearances and inner reality is a persistent theme in contemporary society,
where individuals and institutions can be adept at projecting an image of
virtue while harboring underlying corruption or ethical lapses.

The Consequences of Carelessness and Entitlement

A recurring motif in the novel is the carelessness of the wealthy,
particularly Tom and Daisy Buchanan. Their actions, driven by entitlement and
a lack of accountability, have devastating consequences for others, most
notably Gatsby. This theme of carelessness and entitlement remains a
significant societal concern. Discussions about privilege, the abuse of
power, and the lack of repercussions for those at the top often echo the
destructive patterns observed in Fitzgerald's fictional world.

The Erosion of Truth and Authenticity

In Gatsby's world, truth is often malleable, bent to suit the desires of the
powerful. The novel implicitly criticizes the superficiality that can lead to
an erosion of genuine connection and authentic expression. Today, in an era
of misinformation and curated online personas, the struggle for authenticity
and the discerning of truth from fabrication are more critical than ever. The
novel reminds us of the dangers of living in a world where appearances can
trump substance and where genuine human connection can be sacrificed for
superficial gains.

The Enduring Legacy of The Great Gatsby

The Great Gatsby continues to be a touchstone for understanding the
complexities of the human condition and the societal forces that shape our
lives. Its exploration of wealth, class, love, and the elusive American Dream
offers timeless insights that remain remarkably relevant.



Relevance for Literary and Cultural Studies

The novel’s enduring presence in academic curricula and popular culture
speaks to its profound impact on our understanding of American identity and
societal evolution. Its themes are constantly re-examined through different
lenses, reflecting our current societal anxieties and aspirations.

A Cautionary Tale for Modern Ambition

Fitzgerald's masterpiece serves as a potent cautionary tale for anyone
pursuing ambitious goals, particularly those that rely heavily on material
gain and the approval of others. The novel prompts reflection on the true
cost of success and the importance of maintaining one's integrity in the face
of societal pressures. The pursuit of a dream, while noble, can become
destructive if it is built on illusion or comes at the expense of one's soul,
a lesson that still holds significant weight today.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Gatsby's pursuit of wealth to impress Daisy
mirror modern societal pressures?

Gatsby's belief that immense wealth is the key to winning Daisy's love
reflects a persistent societal narrative where financial success is often
equated with personal worth and the ability to achieve happiness and social
mobility. This resonates with contemporary pressures to 'keep up with the
Joneses, ' chase aspirational lifestyles seen on social media, and believe
that material possessions are the ultimate determinants of success and
desirability.

In what ways does 'The Great Gatsby' critique the
superficiality and emptiness of the Roaring Twenties
that still apply today?

The novel's depiction of lavish parties, excessive materialism, and a general
lack of genuine connection highlights the superficiality that can arise in
prosperous societies. Today, this manifests in the curated realities
presented on social media, the pursuit of fleeting trends, and a culture that
can prioritize image over substance, leading to feelings of isolation and
dissatisfaction despite outward appearances of success.

How does the theme of 'new money' versus 'old money’



in Gatsby relate to current social stratification
and class divides?

The entrenched social hierarchy between the established 'old money' families
like the Buchanans and the aspirational 'new money' like Gatsby continues to
be relevant. In contemporary society, we still see rigid class structures,
where inherited wealth and social capital often provide advantages that are
difficult for those from less privileged backgrounds to overcome, regardless
of their individual achievements or accumulated wealth.

What parallels exist between Gatsby's idealized
vision of Daisy and modern obsessions with idealized
partners or romantic archetypes?

Gatsby's inability to see Daisy as she truly is, instead projecting his ideal
onto her, mirrors how people in modern society can develop idealized notions
of romantic partners, often fueled by media portrayals, rom-coms, or social
media personas. This can lead to disappointment when the reality doesn't
match the fantasy and a failure to form authentic connections based on mutual
understanding and acceptance.

How does the disillusionment felt by characters like
Nick Carraway at the end of Gatsby reflect
contemporary feelings of cynicism or disillusionment
with societal values?

Nick's disillusionment with the moral decay and superficiality he witnesses
in the wealthy elite reflects a prevalent modern sentiment of cynicism
towards institutions, societal norms, and the pursuit of materialistic goals.
Many people today feel a sense of unease or disillusionment with the
perceived corruption, inequality, and ethical compromises present in various
aspects of contemporary life.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles, each using , that relate to how The Great Gatsby
connects with current society:

1. The American Dream Deferred: This collection of essays explores the
persistent allure and often elusive nature of the American Dream in
contemporary times. It examines how economic disparities, social mobility
challenges, and evolving societal values shape individuals' pursuit of
success and happiness, mirroring Gatsby's own aspirations and ultimate
disillusionment. The book delves into whether the idealized vision Gatsby
chased is still attainable, or if it has become a hollow promise for many.



2. The Gilded Age Revisited: This non-fiction work draws parallels between
the ostentatious wealth and social stratification of the late 19th century
and the burgeoning economic inequality of today. It scrutinizes the role of
Inherited wealth, the pursuit of status symbols, and the ethical compromises
made by the ultra-rich, much like the characters in Gatsby. The book
questions whether the underlying societal structures and moral ambiguities of
the Gilded Age have simply resurfaced in a new guise.

3. Echoes of West Egg: This novel follows a group of young professionals
navigating the complex social landscape of a modern, exclusive enclave,
reminiscent of Gatsby's West Egg. It focuses on themes of ambition,
superficial relationships, and the desperate need for validation in an era
dominated by social media and curated identities. The narrative highlights
how the longing for acceptance and the performance of success can lead to
personal emptiness.

4. The Mirage of Social Mobility: This sociological study investigates the
current state of upward mobility in Western societies, questioning whether
the pathways to a better life are truly open to all. It analyzes the impact
of class, race, and education on an individual's ability to climb the social
ladder, drawing connections to the entrenched social hierarchies present in
Gatsby. The book examines the disillusionment that arises when the promise of
opportunity fails to materialize.

5. Obsession and the Digital Age: This contemporary thriller explores the
destructive power of obsession in a world saturated with constant digital
connection and the curated presentation of lives. The protagonist's intense
focus on a past love, amplified by online archives and perpetual availability
of information, mirrors Gatsby's fixation. It delves into how technology can
both enable and distort our pursuit of connection and idealized
relationships.

6. The Spectacle of Wealth: This critical analysis dissects the modern
media's fascination with the lifestyles of the rich and famous, arguing that
it creates a distorted perception of success and happiness. It examines how
reality television, celebrity culture, and influencer marketing present a
constant parade of material possessions and aspirational lifestyles, akin to
the lavish parties and overt displays of wealth in Gatsby. The book questions
the societal impact of this relentless focus on the superficial.

7. Lost Illusions of the Roaring Twenties: This historical account provides a
nuanced look at the cultural shifts and social undercurrents of the 1920s,
highlighting the underlying anxieties and moral decay beneath the surface of
prosperity. It connects the era's post-war exuberance and burgeoning
consumerism to similar trends today, arguing that the pursuit of pleasure and
distraction often masks deeper societal malaise. The book offers a contextual
understanding of the disillusionment that permeated Gatsby's world.

8. The Price of Status: This personal memoir recounts the author's journey to
achieve a certain social standing and the compromises and sacrifices made
along the way. It explores the psychological toll of constantly striving for



external validation and the blurring lines between genuine connection and
calculated networking. The narrative resonates with the efforts made by
Gatsby and other characters to gain entry into elite circles.

9. The Unreachable Past: This philosophical essay ponders the human tendency
to romanticize and attempt to reclaim lost moments or idealized versions of
people and times. It explores how we, like Gatsby, can become prisoners of
our own memories and desires, leading to a disconnect from present reality
and future possibilities. The book offers a reflection on the enduring power
of nostalgia and its potential for both inspiration and profound sadness.
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