how great is our god chords

how great is our god chords is a phrase that resonates with many musicians,
worship leaders, and churchgoers. This powerful and uplifting worship song,
often heard in contemporary Christian music settings, is relatively
accessible for guitarists and pianists alike. Understanding the core chords
and structure of "How Great Is Our God" can unlock its beauty for many who
wish to learn and perform it. This comprehensive guide will delve into the
essential chord progressions, explore variations and common keys, and offer
tips for mastering this beloved hymn, making it easier for anyone to pick up
their instrument and join in praise. We'll cover the fundamental building
blocks of the song, discuss how to adapt it, and provide insights into why
its harmonic simplicity contributes to its widespread appeal and
effectiveness in worship.
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Understanding the Core "How Great Is Our God"
Chords

The beauty of "How Great Is Our God" lies in its straightforward yet
impactful chord structure. At its heart, the song is built around a series of
major and minor chords that create a sense of warmth and reverence. The most
common key for "How Great Is Our God" chords is C Major, though it is
frequently transposed to suit different vocal ranges or instrumental
preferences. Mastering these fundamental chords is the first step to
effectively playing this worship anthem.

The primary chords you'll encounter when learning "How Great Is Our God"
chords are typically C, G, Am, and F. These are some of the most common and
foundational chords in Western music, making the song approachable for
beginner to intermediate musicians. The progression is often cyclical,
creating a familiar and comforting harmonic landscape that supports the
song's message of God's greatness.

The Key to "How Great Is Our God" Chords

While C Major is a popular starting point for "How Great Is Our God" chords,
it's not the only key. Many worship bands choose to perform it in keys like G
Major or D Major to better accommodate congregational singing or the specific
vocalists leading the worship service. Understanding the relative
relationships between chords in different keys allows for easy transposition.
For instance, if you're comfortable with the C Major version, moving to G
Major simply involves shifting the entire chord progression up a perfect
fifth.

The choice of key can significantly impact the overall feel and energy of the
song. Higher keys can sometimes feel more triumphant, while lower keys might
lend a more intimate or reflective quality. Regardless of the chosen key, the
underlying harmonic movement remains largely consistent, ensuring that the
essence of "How Great Is Our God" chords is preserved.

Common Chord Progressions in "How Great Is Our



God"

The song's structure is quite consistent, with repeating patterns that make
it relatively easy to memorize and play. The verses, chorus, and bridge each
have distinct, yet related, harmonic movements that propel the song forward.

Verse Chord Structure

The verse sections of "How Great Is Our Our God" chords typically follow a
pattern that builds anticipation. A common progression for the verses might
look something like this (in the key of C Major):

eC-G-Am- F

eC-G-F-C

This movement from C to G (dominant) and then to Am (relative minor) and F
(subdominant) creates a sense of forward motion. The return to C reinforces
the tonic, grounding the listener before the next phrase. The repetition of
this pattern throughout the verses makes it a stable foundation for the
lyrical content.

Chorus Chord Structure

The chorus is where the song truly lifts off, and the chords often reflect
this elevated feeling. The "How Great Is Our God" chords in the chorus are
designed to be powerful and memorable. A typical chorus progression in C
Major:

eC-G-Am-F

eC-G-F-C

While very similar to the verse structure, the delivery and emphasis on these
chords in the chorus give them a more pronounced and anthemic quality. The
strong movement from C to G and the resolution back to C provide a satisfying
and resonant experience that perfectly complements the declaration of God's
greatness.



Bridge Chord Structure

The bridge often offers a slight harmonic shift, providing a moment of
reflection or a change in perspective before returning to the powerful
chorus. The "How Great Is OQur God" chords in the bridge might introduce a
slightly different flavor. In C Major, a common bridge progression could be:

eF -C-G - Am

«F-C-6

This progression often starts on the subdominant (F), creating a different
harmonic pull. The movement through C and G before landing on Am (or
returning to G) provides a subtle yet effective variation that adds depth to
the song's overall structure and keeps the listener engaged.

Simplified "How Great Is Our God" Chords

For those new to playing an instrument or looking for a more straightforward
approach, "How Great Is Our God" chords can be simplified. This is
particularly useful for beginner guitarists who might still be developing
their finger dexterity. Focusing on the essential open chords is key.

Even with just the basic open chords C, G, Am, and F, you can effectively
play the entire song. The emphasis is on clean chord changes and a steady
rhythm. For piano players, using root position chords and simple voicings can
achieve a similar effect. The goal of simplified "How Great Is Our God"
chords is to make the song accessible without sacrificing its core emotional
impact.

Variations and Embellishments for "How Great Is
Our God" Chords

Once you've mastered the basic "How Great Is Our Our God" chords, you can
begin to explore variations and embellishments to add richness and texture to
your playing. These techniques can make your performance more dynamic and
engaging.

e Adding Suspended Chords: Introducing suspended chords, such as Gsus4
before resolving to G, or Csus4 before C, can add a beautiful sense of



longing and resolution.

e Using Seventh Chords: Incorporating dominant seventh chords (G7) or
major seventh chords (Cmaj7, Fmaj7) can provide a smoother, more
sophisticated harmonic color.

e Chord Inversions: For piano players, using chord inversions allows for
smoother transitions between chords by keeping common tones or stepwise
melodic movement in the bass line.

e Passing Chords: Judiciously placed passing chords between the main
chords can create a more fluid and interesting harmonic journey.

These embellishments are not about making the song complex, but rather about
adding subtle nuances that can enhance the emotional impact of the "How Great
Is Our God" chords.

Playing "How Great Is Our God" on Guitar

The guitar is a very popular instrument for playing "How Great Is Our God"
chords. The song's chord structure lends itself well to the strumming
patterns commonly used in worship music.

Capo Usage

As mentioned, transposing the song is common, and a capo is the easiest way
to do this on the guitar. If the original key is C Major and you want to play
it in G Major, you would place a capo on the 5th fret and play the C Major
chord shapes. This effectively raises the pitch of all the strings, allowing
you to use familiar shapes in a new key. Using a capo on "How Great Is Our
God" chords makes it accessible to a wider range of guitarists and vocalists.

Strumming Patterns

Simple, driving strumming patterns are often most effective for "How Great Is
Our God" chords. A common pattern could be: Down, Down-Up, Up, Down-Up. The
key is to maintain a consistent rhythm that supports the uplifting message of
the song. Experimenting with different strumming patterns can add variety,
but starting with a straightforward approach is recommended.



Playing "How Great Is Our God" on Piano

The piano is equally suited for performing "How Great Is Our God" chords,
offering a rich harmonic palette. The clarity of piano chords can really
bring out the beauty of the song's progressions.

Voicings and Inversions

Beyond basic root position chords, piano players can experiment with
different voicings and inversions to create fuller sounds and smoother
transitions. For example, playing a C chord with a G in the bass (C/G) can
lead smoothly into a G chord. Using inversions of Am and F can also help
connect the chords more seamlessly.

Right-Hand Melody

While playing the chords with the left hand or both hands in a chordal style,
the right hand can either double the melody, play arpeggiated patterns, or
play counter-melodies. This adds another layer of musicality to the
performance of "How Great Is Our God" chords, making it a complete
arrangement.

Tips for Learning and Performing "How Great Is
Our God" Chords

Learning any new set of chords requires patience and practice. Here are some
tips to help you master "How Great Is Our God" chords:

e Start Slow: Begin by practicing the chord changes very slowly, ensuring
each chord rings out clearly.

e Use a Metronome: A metronome is invaluable for developing a steady sense
of timing and rhythm.

e Listen to the Song: Pay close attention to how the chords are played in
recordings and live performances.

e Practice Transitions: Focus specifically on the smooth transitions
between chords, as this is often where players stumble.

e Sing Along: If you are singing, try to sing the melody while playing the



chords. This helps integrate the two elements.

e Play with Others: Rehearsing with other musicians is a great way to
solidify your understanding of the song's structure and dynamics.

By consistently applying these practice techniques, you'll find that learning
and performing "How Great Is Our God" chords becomes an enjoyable and
rewarding experience, allowing you to share in the song's powerful message.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary chords used in the song 'How
Great Is Our God'?

The song primarily uses simple, common chords like G, D, Em, and C. These are
foundational chords in many worship songs, making it accessible for many
musicians.

Is 'How Great Is Our God' a difficult song to play
on guitar or piano?

Generally, no. The chord progression is straightforward and repetitive,
making it relatively easy for beginners to learn on guitar, piano, or other
instruments.

What are some common variations or embellishments on
the basic chords for 'How Great Is Our God'?

While the basic G, D, Em, C are standard, some arrangements might incorporate
suspended chords (like Gsus4 or Dsus4) or passing chords to add a richer
sound. However, the core remains accessible.

Where can I find reliable chord charts for 'How
Great Is Our God'?

Popular online resources like Ultimate Guitar, Chordify, and worship music
websites (e.g., Worship Together, MultiTracks) offer accurate and often
varied chord charts for the song.

Does the key of 'How Great Is Our God' affect the
difficulty of playing the chords?

The song is often played in the key of G major, which is very guitar-friendly



with open chords. If you transpose it to a different key, some chords might
require more barre chords, slightly increasing the difficulty for guitarists.

What is the typical chord progression for the verses
of 'How Great Is Our God'?

A common verse progression is G - D - Em - C. This simple, uplifting pattern
is repeated throughout the verses.

What about the chorus chords for 'How Great Is Our
God'?
The chorus often uses a similar progression, sometimes emphasizing the G and

C chords for a more anthemic feel. It generally follows the G - D - Em - C
pattern or variations thereof.

Are there simplified chord versions of 'How Great Is
Our God' available?

Yes, many resources provide simplified versions, often focusing on just the
essential root chords and sometimes removing more complex inversions or
passing chords to make it even easier to learn.

What makes the chords in 'How Great Is Our God' so
effective for congregational singing?

The combination of simple, open chords, a clear and memorable melody, and a
positive lyrical message creates an atmosphere that is conducive to communal
singing and worship. The chord choices are uplifting and resonant.

Can I learn to play 'How Great Is Our God' with just
a few basic chords?

Absolutely. If you know G, D, Em, and C, you can play the vast majority of
'How Great Is Our God' and its core message. These four chords are the
backbone of the song's harmonic structure.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to "How Great Is Our God" chords, with
descriptions:

1. The Cornerstone of Worship: Understanding "How Great Is Our God" Chords
This book delves into the foundational chord progressions and musical theory
behind the beloved worship song "How Great Is Our God." It breaks down the
melody, harmony, and rhythm, making the song accessible to musicians of all



levels. You'll learn how each chord contributes to the emotional impact and
spiritual message of the lyrics. Perfect for worship leaders, pianists,
guitarists, and anyone wanting a deeper appreciation for the song's musical
structure.

2. Keys to Heaven: Mastering Worship Chords with "How Great Is Our God"
Explore the essential keyboard and guitar chords used in "How Great Is Our
God," presented with clear diagrams and practical tips. This guide focuses on
developing a solid understanding of common worship music keys and how they
are effectively employed in this popular anthem. Learn techniques for smooth
chord transitions and creating a rich, enveloping soundscape. It's an
invaluable resource for expanding your worship repertoire.

3. Hymns 1in Harmony: Chordal Insights for "How Great Is Our God" and Beyond
This book offers a comprehensive look at chord voicings and arrangements for
"How Great Is Our God," with a broader application to other modern hymns. It
explores how specific chord choices create emotional resonance and support
congregational singing. Discover methods for adapting existing arrangements
and improvising new ones, all while staying true to the song's powerful
message. This is ideal for those who wish to bring depth and beauty to their
worship music.

4. The Architect of Praise: Deconstructing the Chords of "How Great Is Our
God"

Uncover the intentional musical architecture that makes "How Great Is Our
God" so impactful, focusing specifically on its chordal structure. This book
dissects the song's harmonic journey, explaining the function of each chord
within the progression. It provides insights into why certain voicings and
inversions are used to enhance the lyrical themes of awe and majesty. Learn
to analyze and appreciate the craftsmanship behind great worship songs.

5. Rooted in Worship: Chord Charts and Techniques for "How Great Is Our God"
This practical guide provides detailed chord charts for "How Great Is Our
God" in various popular keys, alongside essential playing techniques. It
focuses on making the song playable and enjoyable for instrumentalists,
offering tips on strumming patterns, fingerpicking, and accompaniment styles.
Whether you're a beginner or an intermediate player, you'll find the tools to
confidently lead or join in singing this powerful declaration of faith.

6. The Symphony of Worship: Exploring the Chords in "How Great Is Our God"
This book treats "How Great Is Our God" as a musical masterpiece, examining
its chord progressions as integral components of its profound message. It
discusses the emotional impact of major, minor, and suspended chords as used
in the song, and how they build towards moments of spiritual climax. Gain a
deeper understanding of how music and lyrics intertwine to create an
immersive worship experience. It's a journey into the heart of worship music
composition.

7. From Verse to Chorus: A Chordal Journey Through "How Great Is Our God"
Follow the harmonic development of "How Great Is Our God" from its initial
verses to its powerful choruses with this insightful book. It meticulously



maps out the chord changes, explaining how they propel the song forward and
create a sense of mounting adoration. You'll learn how to anticipate and
execute these transitions smoothly, enhancing your performance or
accompaniment. This guide is perfect for musicians seeking to understand song
structure.

8. The Spirit of Song: Understanding Worship Chords and "How Great Is Our
God"

This book connects the theological and spiritual aspects of worship with the
practical application of music, using "How Great Is Our God" as a prime
example. It explores how specific chord choices can evoke feelings of awe,
peace, and reverence, enhancing the spiritual connection for the worshipper.
Learn how to select and play chords that authentically express the heart of
praise. It's a resource for those who want their music to minister
effectively.

9. Grace in Progression: Mastering Worship Chord Changes with "How Great Is
Our God"

Focusing on smooth and elegant chord transitions, this book utilizes "How
Great Is Our God" to teach essential techniques for worship musicians. It
offers practical exercises and clear explanations for executing common chord
changes found in popular worship songs. Learn how to anticipate the next
chord, maintain a steady rhythm, and create a seamless musical flow. This
guide is designed to build confidence and proficiency in your playing.
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