
how to cite nurse practice act in apa
how to cite nurse practice act in apa is a crucial skill for nurses and
healthcare professionals engaging in academic writing, research, or any work
requiring adherence to the American Psychological Association (APA) style.
Understanding the correct citation format for these foundational legal
documents ensures the integrity and credibility of your work, demonstrating
proper attribution of legal authority. This comprehensive guide will walk you
through the essential steps of citing Nurse Practice Acts in APA style,
covering various scenarios and providing clear examples. We will delve into
identifying the key components of a Nurse Practice Act citation,
differentiating between state-specific acts, and formatting them correctly
for both in-text citations and the reference list. Mastering this citation
method is vital for accurately referencing the scope of practice,
disciplinary actions, and regulatory frameworks that govern nursing in your
jurisdiction, making your academic and professional writing more robust and
compliant with APA standards.
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Understanding the Importance of Citing Nurse
Practice Acts

Citing the Nurse Practice Act (NPA) in APA style is fundamental for several
critical reasons within the nursing and healthcare academic landscape.
Accurately referencing the NPA demonstrates a deep understanding of the legal



and regulatory framework that defines nursing practice, scope of practice,
and professional responsibilities. It lends significant authority and
credibility to your arguments and findings by grounding them in legal
precedent and established standards. Furthermore, proper citation practices,
including those for the NPA, are a cornerstone of academic integrity,
preventing plagiarism and giving due credit to the legislative bodies that
enacted these vital laws. For students, researchers, and practicing nurses,
correctly citing the NPA is not just a stylistic requirement but a
demonstration of professionalism and a commitment to ethical scholarship.

The Nurse Practice Act serves as the primary legal document outlining the
definition, scope, and limitations of nursing practice within a specific
state or jurisdiction. When you refer to these legal statutes in your
writing, it's imperative to provide a clear and traceable source. This allows
your readers, whether they are instructors, colleagues, or other researchers,
to locate the original source material and verify the information you
present. In essence, citing the NPA is about accountability, transparency,
and building a strong foundation for evidence-based nursing practice and
scholarly discourse. By adhering to APA guidelines for citing these legal
documents, you ensure your work is both legally and academically sound.

Identifying the Key Components for APA Citation

To effectively cite a Nurse Practice Act in APA style, you must first
identify its core components. These elements are crucial for constructing an
accurate reference list entry and an appropriate in-text citation. While
specific details might vary slightly depending on the jurisdiction and how
the act is published, several key pieces of information are consistently
required.

Core Information Needed for Citation

The essential elements for citing a Nurse Practice Act in APA include the
title of the act, the legislative session or year of enactment, the specific
chapter or section number (if applicable and readily available), and the
publishing jurisdiction (the state). Knowing the most current version or
amendments is also important, though often the citation refers to the
original act with subsequent amendments implicitly understood or noted in the
context of your writing. Locating the official government source for the NPA
is the most reliable way to gather this information.

Finding the Official Source



The most authoritative source for a Nurse Practice Act is the official
legislative website of the state or territory in question. These websites
typically host the codified laws, which include all enacted statutes. Look
for sections labeled "Statutes," "Laws," "Codes," or "Legislation." Once you
locate the relevant Nurse Practice Act, carefully note its full title,
publication date, and any specific chapter or section designations. For
example, you might find it under titles like "Occupations Code," "Health and
Safety Code," or similar designations specific to each state's legislative
structure.

Citing State-Specific Nurse Practice Acts in
APA

Citing State-Specific Nurse Practice Acts in
APA

When citing Nurse Practice Acts, the most important distinction is that they
are state-specific. Each state in the United States, as well as various
territories and federal jurisdictions, has its own Nurse Practice Act.
Therefore, your citation must clearly indicate the originating state or
jurisdiction. This specificity is paramount because the regulations, scope of
practice, and disciplinary procedures can differ significantly from one state
to another. APA style requires you to attribute the source to its correct
legal origin, and for NPAs, this means identifying the state legislature that
passed the law.

For example, the Nurse Practice Act of California will have a different
citation than that of Texas, even if both are referenced using APA
formatting. The process involves identifying the specific statutory chapter
or code that houses the NPA within that state's legal framework. Navigating
these state-specific legal databases can sometimes be challenging, but it is
a critical step in ensuring accuracy and academic rigor when discussing
nursing regulations or legal precedents related to nursing practice within a
particular region.

Navigating State Legislative Websites

State legislative websites are invaluable resources for obtaining accurate
citation information for Nurse Practice Acts. These sites are typically
managed by the state legislature or a government agency responsible for
maintaining official records. When accessing these sites, you'll want to look
for the statutory compilation or codes. For instance, in Texas, you might



look for the "Texas Statutes." In Florida, it could be the "Florida
Statutes." The exact terminology varies, so a general search for "[State
Name] Nurse Practice Act" often leads to the correct legislative portal.

Once you've found the relevant statute, pay close attention to the official
chapter numbers, article numbers, and section numbers. These are the precise
identifiers that will form a crucial part of your APA citation. It's also
wise to note the effective date of the most recent version or any significant
amendments, although the primary citation usually focuses on the original
enactment or the current codification of the act.

Identifying Relevant Sections

While you might be referencing the entire Nurse Practice Act, your citation
should ideally be as specific as possible. If you are discussing a particular
aspect of nursing practice, such as scope of practice, delegation, or
disciplinary procedures, you might need to cite a specific section or article
within the NPA. This level of specificity strengthens your argument and
allows readers to quickly find the exact passage you are referring to. Always
look for numbered sections, subsections, or articles within the official text
of the NPA.

In-Text Citation for Nurse Practice Acts

In-Text Citation for Nurse Practice Acts

In APA style, in-text citations are brief references within the text of your
paper that direct the reader to the full citation in the reference list. For
legal documents like Nurse Practice Acts, the approach is slightly different
from citing typical journal articles or books. The primary goal is to provide
enough information for the reader to locate the source efficiently, often by
referencing the name of the act and the relevant section.

When you refer to the Nurse Practice Act, it's common to cite it in a way
that reflects its status as a statute. This usually involves mentioning the
name of the act and the specific section number you are referencing. The
specific format can depend on whether you are quoting directly or
paraphrasing. For paraphrasing, a parenthetical citation is typically used,
while for direct quotes, a parenthetical citation is also required, often
including the page number if available, though page numbers for statutes can
be less consistently formatted than for other types of sources.



Paraphrasing and Citing

When paraphrasing information from a Nurse Practice Act, you still need to
acknowledge the source. The in-text citation usually includes the name of the
act and the relevant section number. For example, you might write: "The Nurse
Practice Act of Texas defines the scope of registered nursing practice (Texas
Nurse Practice Act, Tex. Occ. Code § 301.002)." This format clearly
attributes the information to its legal source.

Quoting Directly

If you are quoting directly from a Nurse Practice Act, you must include the
author (which is the legislative body of the state, often represented by the
state name), the year, and the specific section number. APA style generally
requires a page number for direct quotes. However, for statutes, page numbers
can be tricky as they might refer to the official statutory publication
(e.g., a specific volume and page of the codified laws). If a page number is
readily available and standard for that jurisdiction's citation, include it.
If not, the section number is the primary locator.

Example for a direct quote:

"A registered nurse shall practice nursing with collaboration with health
care team members..." (Texas Nurse Practice Act, Tex. Occ. Code § 301.002,
2023).

Note: The year in the parenthetical citation typically refers to the
publication year of the codified version you are using, if readily available.
If the year is not easily discernible or consistently applied for statutory
citations, sometimes it is omitted, and the focus is on the statutory
identifier.

Reference List Entries for Nurse Practice Acts

Reference List Entries for Nurse Practice Acts

The reference list entry for a Nurse Practice Act in APA style provides the
complete information needed for readers to find the exact legal document you
cited. This entry should appear in your reference list at the end of your
paper, alphabetized by the first word of the entry (usually the state name).

The format generally follows that of citing legislation. You will typically
start with the name of the state, followed by the specific name of the act
and its legislative code designation. The year of the act's publication or



the most recent revision is also crucial. Ensuring accuracy in this section
is vital for the credibility and verifiability of your work, allowing readers
to consult the primary legal source.

Structure of the Reference Entry

The standard APA format for citing statutes, including Nurse Practice Acts,
usually begins with the name of the jurisdiction, followed by the title of
the act and its code designation. The year of publication of the specific
version you are referencing is also included. It's important to consult the
latest edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association for any updates to legal citation formats, as these can evolve.

A common structure is:

Jurisdiction. (Year). Name of Act (Statute Identifier).

For example:

Texas. (2023). Texas Nurse Practice Act (Tex. Occ. Code Ann. § 301, Westlaw).

In this example:

"Texas" is the jurisdiction.

"(2023)" is the year the statute was accessed or is a representative
year for the codified version.

"Texas Nurse Practice Act" is the italicized title of the act.

"(Tex. Occ. Code Ann. § 301, Westlaw)" provides the specific legislative
identifier and the database or publisher if applicable. "Westlaw" or
"LexisNexis" are common for online legal databases. If you are citing a
print version, you would cite the publisher and year of that edition.

Handling Different Publication Sources

Nurse Practice Acts can be found in various sources, including official state
legislative websites, commercial legal databases (like Westlaw or
LexisNexis), and sometimes in print compilations of statutes. When citing, it
is best practice to cite the most authoritative and accessible version. If
you accessed the act through an online legal database, including the database
name is helpful. If you found it on an official government website, you might
cite it as a government document without necessarily naming a specific
publisher.



When citing from an official government website, the format might slightly
adapt. For instance, if the website itself is the primary source and no
specific publisher or year of a codified edition is clear, you might focus on
the jurisdiction and the act's title and section identifiers. Always
prioritize citing the official, government-published version when available.

Examples of Nurse Practice Act Citations

Examples of Nurse Practice Acts

To solidify your understanding, let's look at a few examples of how to cite
Nurse Practice Acts from different states in APA style. These examples
demonstrate the variations that can occur based on state legislative
structures and publication formats.

Example: California Nurse Practice Act

Assuming you are referencing the California Nurse Practice Act, which is part
of the Business and Professions Code:

In-text citation (paraphrasing):

The California Board of Registered Nursing operates under the regulations
established by the state's Nurse Practice Act (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code § 2700
et seq.).

Reference list entry:

California. (n.d.). California Nurse Practice Act (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code §§
2700–2838.2, Westlaw).

Here, "n.d." is used if a specific publication year for the codified act
isn't readily available or consistently applied, and the range of sections
covers the typical scope of the NPA. Westlaw is indicated as the source.

Example: New York Nurse Practice Act

In New York, nursing is regulated under the Education Law:

In-text citation (paraphrasing):

New York's Nurse Practice Act outlines the requirements for licensure and
defines professional conduct (N.Y. Educ. Law § 6900 et seq.).

Reference list entry:

New York. (n.d.). Education Law Article 139: Professions: Nursing (N.Y. Educ.



Law §§ 6900–6914, LexisNexis).

This example shows how the act might be identified within a larger body of
law, with LexisNexis as the cited source.

Example: Florida Nurse Practice Act

For Florida, the Nurse Practice Act is found within the Florida Statutes:

In-text citation (paraphrasing):

The Florida Nurse Practice Act specifies the grounds for disciplinary action
against nurses (Fla. Stat. § 464.001 et seq.).

Reference list entry:

Florida. (n.d.). Nurse Practice Act (Fla. Stat. ch. 464, § 464.001, Westlaw).

This format clearly indicates the chapter and initial section for the Florida
Nurse Practice Act.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

When citing Nurse Practice Acts in APA style, several common errors can
undermine the accuracy and credibility of your work. Being aware of these
pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure your citations are impeccable.
These often stem from not understanding the nature of legal documents or
variations in how they are published and accessed.

Outdated Information

One of the most significant mistakes is citing an outdated version of a Nurse
Practice Act. Laws are amended, and it's crucial to ensure you are
referencing the most current legislation. Always try to find the latest
codified version of the NPA for your jurisdiction. Check the effective dates
of amendments and ensure your source reflects the current legal standing.
Referring to an old version could lead to incorrect assumptions about the
scope of practice or regulatory requirements.

Incorrectly Identifying the Jurisdiction



Given that Nurse Practice Acts are state-specific, incorrectly identifying
the jurisdiction is a critical error. Make absolutely sure you are citing the
act from the correct state or territory that governs the nursing practice you
are discussing. This is especially important when writing about nursing
practice in a particular state, as regulations can vary significantly.

Vague or Incomplete Citations

In-text citations and reference list entries must be sufficiently detailed.
Vague references, such as simply "Nurse Practice Act," are not acceptable in
APA style. You must include the state, the specific name of the act, and the
relevant statutory identifiers. Similarly, a reference list entry that omits
the year, the statute code, or the publisher/database makes it difficult for
readers to locate the source.

Misinterpreting Statutory Numbers

Statutory numbering systems can be complex. Ensure you are correctly
identifying the chapter, article, and section numbers of the Nurse Practice
Act. Using incorrect numbers means your citation will lead readers to the
wrong part of the law, or potentially not to the law at all. Always double-
check these numbers against the official source.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the general APA format for citing state
Nurse Practice Acts?
The general APA format for citing a state Nurse Practice Act, which is often
considered a government document or regulation, typically includes the name
of the governing body (e.g., State Board of Nursing), the title of the act,
the relevant statute number or chapter, and the year of publication. If
accessed online, include the retrieval date and URL.

Do I need to cite the entire Nurse Practice Act or
specific sections?
It depends on your purpose. If you are discussing the overall scope of
practice defined by the act, you might cite the entire act. However, if you
are referencing a specific rule, definition, or requirement, it's best to
cite the specific section or subsection for clarity and precision.



How do I find the correct citation information for
my state's Nurse Practice Act in APA?
You can usually find the Nurse Practice Act on your state's Board of Nursing
website or the legislative website for your state. Look for sections
detailing statutes, laws, or regulations. The citation details (act title,
statute number, year) will typically be clearly presented on the document
itself.

What if I accessed the Nurse Practice Act online
through a legal database like LexisNexis or Westlaw?
When citing a legal document accessed through a database, you'll include the
standard citation elements (governing body, act title, statute number, year)
followed by the database name, and the specific identifier within the
database (e.g., a court citation or legal database citation number). A
retrieval date and URL are generally not needed if the document is considered
permanently archived or has a stable legal citation.

Should I include an in-text citation for the Nurse
Practice Act, and how should it look?
Yes, you must include an in-text citation whenever you refer to or quote from
the Nurse Practice Act. Typically, this includes the name of the governing
body (or a shortened version) and the year. For example, (California Board of
Registered Nursing, 2023) or (as cited in [State] Nurse Practice Act,
[Year]).

What if the Nurse Practice Act has been amended? How
do I cite the most current version?
When citing an amended Nurse Practice Act, prioritize the most recent version
that reflects the current law. Include the year of the most recent amendment
or publication. If you are specifically discussing a historical aspect or a
previous version, you might need to note that in your text and citation, but
for general reference, the current version is preferred.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to citing the Nurse Practice Act in APA, with
descriptions:

1. _The APA Guide to Referencing Laws: Navigating Legal Citations_
This comprehensive guide offers detailed instructions on how to correctly
cite various legal documents within the APA format. It specifically addresses
the unique challenges of referencing statutes and regulations, making it
invaluable for those needing to cite the Nurse Practice Act. Readers will



find clear examples and step-by-step explanations to ensure accuracy in their
academic and professional writing.

2. _Nursing Research: From Inquiry to Publication_
This foundational text equips nursing students and professionals with the
skills necessary to conduct and disseminate high-quality research. It
includes a dedicated section on scholarly writing, covering essential
elements like APA formatting. The book provides guidance on integrating
evidence from various sources, including legal documents, into research
papers.

3. Mastering APA Style for Healthcare Professionals
Tailored specifically for the healthcare field, this book demystifies APA
formatting and its application to nursing practice and research. It offers
practical advice on citing diverse sources commonly encountered in healthcare
literature, including state and national legislation like the Nurse Practice
Act. The content is designed to be accessible and directly applicable to
everyday professional writing.

4. _Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing: A Guide to Critical Appraisal and
Application_
This practical guide focuses on the core principles of evidence-based
practice, emphasizing the importance of using reliable sources. It dedicates
a portion to understanding and citing various forms of evidence, including
legal and regulatory documents that inform nursing practice. The book helps
readers understand how to correctly attribute the authority of the Nurse
Practice Act within their work.

5. Legal Foundations of Nursing: A Practical Approach
This resource explores the legal landscape of nursing, providing a clear
understanding of the laws that govern practice. It incorporates discussions
on how to correctly reference these legal frameworks, with a specific focus
on the Nurse Practice Act. The book aims to empower nurses with the knowledge
to understand their legal responsibilities and cite them appropriately.

6. _Scholarly Writing for Nurses: Crafting Effective Papers_
Designed to enhance the writing skills of nurses, this book covers all
aspects of academic writing, from topic selection to final revision. It
features a robust chapter on APA citation, with examples specifically
relevant to nursing literature, including legal statutes. This text is an
excellent resource for anyone needing to cite the Nurse Practice Act in
academic assignments.

7. The Nurse's Guide to Legal Documentation and Citation
This specialized guide addresses the critical intersection of nursing
practice, legal requirements, and accurate documentation. It provides clear,
actionable advice on how to cite legal documents, including the Nurse
Practice Act, using APA style. The book aims to build confidence in nurses
when referencing the legal frameworks that shape their profession.

8. _APA Citation Essentials for the Health Sciences_



This concise handbook provides essential guidance on APA citation
specifically for students and professionals in health sciences. It includes a
dedicated section on citing government documents and legal materials,
offering practical examples for referencing acts and statutes. This book is a
quick and reliable reference for correctly citing the Nurse Practice Act.

9. Writing for Nursing Journals: A Guide to Publication
This book is aimed at nurses who wish to publish their work in scholarly
journals. It provides in-depth coverage of journal submission requirements,
including adherence to APA style. Specific emphasis is placed on citing
various sources, ensuring authors correctly reference foundational documents
like the Nurse Practice Act for credibility.
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