
i survived the battle of gettysburg
i survived the battle of gettysburg, and in this comprehensive account, we
delve into the harrowing experiences, strategic maneuvers, and enduring
legacy of one of the most pivotal moments of the American Civil War. This
article aims to provide an immersive glimpse into the realities faced by
soldiers on both sides, exploring the critical decisions made by commanders,
the devastating impact on the landscape, and the profound ripple effects that
the Battle of Gettysburg had on the nation. We will examine the key phases of
this brutal three-day conflict, from the initial skirmishes to the climactic
charge, and understand why the phrase "I survived the Battle of Gettysburg"
carries such immense weight. Prepare to explore the bravery, the sacrifice,
and the sheer will to survive that defined this monumental struggle.

The Prelude to Gettysburg: Marching Towards
Conflict
The summer of 1863 saw the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, under the
command of General Robert E. Lee, embark on its second invasion of the North.
Following a string of victories, including the decisive triumph at
Chancellorsville, Lee aimed to relieve pressure on Virginia, gain foreign
recognition for the Confederacy, and potentially force a negotiated peace by
threatening major Northern cities like Philadelphia and Washington D.C. The
Union Army of the Potomac, initially under Major General Joseph Hooker, then
replaced by Major General George G. Meade just days before the engagement,
shadowed Lee’s movements. Both armies converged on the small crossroads town
of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, unaware that the fate of the nation would soon
be decided on its fields and hills.

The First Day: July 1, 1863 – The Meeting
Engagement
The Battle of Gettysburg commenced on July 1, 1863, with a chance encounter
between Confederate forces and Union cavalry west of Gettysburg. What began
as a minor skirmish rapidly escalated as both sides rushed reinforcements to
the scene. The Union I Corps and XI Corps fought valiantly, attempting to
hold the strategic high ground north and west of town. However, overwhelming
Confederate numbers, particularly under the commands of Generals A.P. Hill
and Richard Ewell, eventually forced the Union lines to break. Retreating
through Gettysburg, Union soldiers rallied on Cemetery Hill and Culp's Hill,
establishing a defensive position that would prove crucial in the days to
come. The sheer chaos and the desperate fight to survive the initial
onslaught were palpable.



Confederate Objectives and Union Retreat on Day One
Confederate objectives on the first day were to secure much-needed supplies
and to prevent the Union Army from consolidating a strong defensive position.
While they achieved initial success, capturing the town of Gettysburg, the
failure to press their advantage and seize the vital high ground of Cemetery
Hill and Culp's Hill before the Union forces could fully fortify it is often
cited as a critical missed opportunity for the Confederacy. Many Union
soldiers found themselves fighting with their backs against the wall, a
desperate scramble to regroup and survive.

The Second Day: July 2, 1863 – Assaults on the
Union Flanks
July 2, 1863, marked the bloodiest day of the Battle of Gettysburg. General
Lee launched coordinated assaults targeting both the Union left and right
flanks. Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s corps attacked the Union left,
leading to fierce fighting at locations like Devil’s Den, the Wheatfield, and
the Peach Orchard. Simultaneously, Lieutenant General Ewell’s corps attempted
to break the Union right on Culp’s Hill and Cemetery Hill. The Union Army,
under General Meade, had adopted a strong defensive posture resembling a
fishhook, with its center anchored on Cemetery Ridge. The intensity of the
fighting was unprecedented, with soldiers enduring relentless artillery fire
and desperate bayonet charges, all striving to survive the carnage.

The Fighting at Little Round Top
One of the most critical engagements of the second day was the defense of
Little Round Top, a crucial hill on the Union left flank. If the Confederates
had captured this position, they could have enfiladed the entire Union line.
Colonel Joshua Chamberlain and the 20th Maine Volunteer Infantry Regiment,
positioned at the extreme left of the Union line, famously repelled repeated
Confederate assaults. Their desperate, ammunition-depleted bayonet charge
ultimately secured the hill for the Union, a testament to the bravery and the
will to survive against overwhelming odds. Many who fought there would
forever carry the memory of that pivotal moment.

Assaults on Culp’s Hill and Cemetery Hill
On the Union right, Confederate forces launched probing attacks that evolved
into full-scale assaults on Culp’s Hill and Cemetery Hill. The fighting was
brutal and protracted, with control of these positions changing hands
multiple times. Union soldiers dug in, enduring heavy artillery bombardments
and determined infantry assaults. The resilience of the Union defenders in
holding these key positions, often at great cost, was instrumental in
preventing a Confederate breakthrough on the second day.



The Third Day: July 3, 1863 – Pickett's Charge
and the Climax
The final day of the Battle of Gettysburg, July 3, 1863, witnessed the
battle's dramatic climax: Pickett's Charge. Following an unsuccessful
artillery bombardment, General Lee ordered approximately 12,500 Confederate
soldiers, primarily from the divisions of Major Generals George Pickett, J.
Johnston Pettigrew, and Isaac R. Trimble, to advance across open fields
towards the center of the Union line on Cemetery Ridge. This frontal assault,
a gamble of immense proportions, was met with devastating Union artillery and
musket fire.

The Execution of Pickett’s Charge
The charge, though ultimately a catastrophic failure, remains one of the most
famous and tragic events of the Civil War. As the Confederate soldiers
advanced, they were exposed to a relentless storm of lead and iron. The Union
artillery batteries, which had withheld fire during the initial Confederate
bombardment, unleashed a devastating barrage. Union infantry, positioned
behind stone walls and earthworks, poured rifle fire into the advancing
ranks. The sheer bravery displayed by the Confederate soldiers as they
marched into this inferno, with many falling before they even reached the
Union lines, is a somber reflection of the human cost of war. Those who made
it to the Union lines engaged in desperate hand-to-hand combat, a final,
bloody struggle to survive and achieve victory.

Aftermath and Union Victory
Pickett's Charge was repulsed with horrific casualties for the Confederacy.
Lee’s army, battered and depleted, had suffered a decisive defeat. The Union
Army of the Potomac, though also severely wounded, had successfully defended
its positions and repelled the invasion. The victory at Gettysburg marked a
turning point in the war, bolstering Union morale and halting the
Confederacy’s momentum. The sheer number of survivors who could recount their
experiences of that day is a testament to the ferocity and the scale of the
conflict.

The Legacy of Gettysburg: Survival and
Sacrifice
The Battle of Gettysburg resulted in an estimated 46,000 to 51,000
casualties, making it the costliest battle of the American Civil War. The
landscape of Gettysburg was forever scarred by the intensity of the fighting,
with fields littered with the fallen and the wounded. The phrase "I survived
the Battle of Gettysburg" represents not just physical survival but also the



enduring emotional and psychological toll on those who experienced its
horrors. The battlefield itself, preserved as a national military park,
serves as a solemn reminder of the sacrifices made and the critical
importance of this Union victory in shaping the future of the United States.
The stories of survival, from the common soldier to the commanding officers,
continue to resonate, offering profound insights into the human experience of
conflict.

The strategic importance of controlling the high ground

The impact of flanking maneuvers

The role of artillery in battlefield tactics

The courage and resilience of soldiers under fire

The profound human cost of war

Preservation and Remembrance
Today, Gettysburg National Military Park stands as a monument to the soldiers
who fought and died there. Visitors can walk the same ground where pivotal
moments unfolded, witness the preserved battlefield, and reflect on the
immense sacrifices made. The ongoing preservation efforts ensure that the
stories of those who survived the Battle of Gettysburg, and those who did
not, are never forgotten. Educational programs and interpretive sites help to
convey the significance of this pivotal engagement to future generations,
emphasizing the courage, the hardship, and the enduring spirit of those who
endured the conflict.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central conflict or challenge faced by
the protagonist in 'I Survived the Battle of
Gettysburg'?
The central conflict is ten-year-old Thomas trying to survive the brutal and
chaotic Battle of Gettysburg while also searching for his lost father, a
Union soldier, amidst the escalating violence and destruction.

Who is the main character, and what are his primary



motivations throughout the story?
The main character is Thomas, a young boy separated from his family. His
primary motivations are to survive the battle, find his missing father, and
protect his younger sister, Sophie.

What historical context is crucial for understanding
the events in 'I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg'?
The historical context is the Battle of Gettysburg itself, fought from July
1-3, 1863, a pivotal turning point in the American Civil War. Understanding
the Union and Confederate sides, the general strategic goals, and the sheer
scale of the battle is essential.

How does the book portray the realities of the Civil
War for civilians caught in the crossfire?
The book vividly depicts the terror, displacement, and hardship faced by
civilians. It shows how ordinary people's lives were shattered by the
invasion, forcing them to flee their homes, hide, and witness the horrific
aftermath of combat.

What are some of the significant historical figures
or locations mentioned or featured in the story?
The story features locations central to the battle like Little Round Top,
Devil's Den, and the town of Gettysburg itself. While not directly
interacting with them, the presence and actions of key generals like General
Lee and General Meade are implied through the unfolding events.

What themes are explored in 'I Survived the Battle
of Gettysburg' besides survival?
Key themes include courage in the face of adversity, the importance of family
bonds, the devastating human cost of war, and the resilience of the human
spirit even in the darkest of times.

How does Lauren Tarshis make the historical events
accessible and engaging for young readers?
Tarshis uses a first-person narrative from a child's perspective, focusing on
relatable emotions and experiences. She balances historical accuracy with
adventure and suspense, making the learning process engaging and less
overwhelming.



What is the emotional arc of the protagonist,
Thomas, as he navigates the battle?
Thomas begins fearful and overwhelmed but gradually develops courage,
resourcefulness, and a fierce determination to protect his sister. He
experiences immense loss and trauma but ultimately finds strength he didn't
know he possessed.

What enduring message does 'I Survived the Battle of
Gettysburg' aim to convey to its audience?
The book aims to convey the immense human toll of war, the importance of
understanding history, and the remarkable capacity for bravery and love that
can emerge even amidst the most horrific circumstances.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg, with
short descriptions:

1. The Gettysburg Witness
This historical fiction novel follows a young Union soldier who, haunted by
the horrors he witnessed at Gettysburg, must reconcile his trauma with the
ongoing war. He encounters civilians displaced by the conflict, whose stories
add a poignant layer to the grand military narrative. The book explores
themes of memory, resilience, and the personal cost of battle.

2. Echoes of the Devil's Den
Set in the aftermath of the Battle of Gettysburg, this gripping story centers
on a civilian family struggling to rebuild their lives amidst the
devastation. They find unexpected solace and also face new dangers in the
very landscape scarred by the fighting, particularly the infamous Devil's
Den. The narrative delves into the quiet courage of those left behind.

3. A Soldier's Gettysburg Letter
This epistolary novel consists of a series of letters written by a
Confederate soldier during and immediately after the Battle of Gettysburg.
Through his personal accounts, readers gain an intimate perspective on the
anxieties, hopes, and profound experiences of combat. The letters paint a
vivid, human picture of the battle from the ground.

4. The Gettysburg Orphan's Refuge
This heartwarming story focuses on a compassionate woman who establishes a
makeshift refuge for orphaned children left in the wake of the Battle of
Gettysburg. She must navigate the challenges of providing care and protection
in a war-torn landscape, forging bonds with her young charges. It’s a tale of
hope and community amidst immense loss.



5. Beneath the Cobblestones of Gettysburg
Uncovering a hidden history, this mystery novel follows a modern-day
investigator who stumbles upon a secret from the Civil War era related to the
Battle of Gettysburg. Clues buried beneath the town's streets reveal a tale
of espionage, betrayal, and a desperate act of survival. The past and present
intertwine as the investigator races to solve a decades-old puzzle.

6. The Gettysburg Scout's Secret
This adventure story features a young scout attached to the Union Army whose
bravery during the Battle of Gettysburg is tested when he uncovers vital
intelligence. He must rely on his wits and knowledge of the terrain to
deliver crucial information while evading Confederate patrols. The narrative
highlights the importance of individual contributions in a massive conflict.

7. Under the August Sky: Gettysburg
This collection of poems offers a lyrical and emotional reflection on the
Battle of Gettysburg and its lasting impact. Each poem explores different
facets of the battle, from the roar of cannons to the quiet grief of the
fallen. The verses capture the stark beauty and profound tragedy of the
event.

8. The Gettysburg Promise Keeper
This historical drama tells the story of a soldier who makes a solemn promise
to a dying comrade during the Battle of Gettysburg. He dedicates himself to
fulfilling that promise, facing moral dilemmas and personal sacrifice in the
process. The book examines duty, loyalty, and the enduring weight of
commitment.

9. Lost and Found on Cemetery Ridge
Following a Union private who gets separated from his regiment during the
chaos of the Battle of Gettysburg, this novel chronicles his struggle for
survival on the battlefield. He encounters both danger and unexpected
kindness from both sides of the conflict as he searches for his comrades. The
story emphasizes the individual experience of being caught in a maelstrom.
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