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iep goals for gestalt language processors 1 represent a crucial step in supporting
individuals who process language in a unique, non-linear fashion. This article delves into
the intricacies of identifying and establishing effective IEP goals tailored for these
learners. We will explore what gestalt language processing (GLP) entails, common
challenges faced by gestalt language processors (GLPs), and how to formulate specific,
measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound (SMART) goals. Understanding the
nuances of GLP is key to unlocking potential, and this comprehensive guide will equip
educators, parents, and therapists with the knowledge to create impactful IEPs that foster
communication and development. We will cover the stages of GLP, the importance of
recognizing echolalia, and strategies for scaffolding language acquisition.
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Understanding Gestalt Language Processing
(GLP)

Gestalt language processing (GLP) is a model of language development that describes how
some autistic individuals, and others with developmental differences, acquire language.
Unlike analytical language processors who learn language word-by-word, gestalt language
processors (GLPs) learn language in large chunks or "gestalts." These gestalts are often
whole phrases, sentences, or even songs that are picked up from their environment. These
chunks are not initially understood in terms of their individual words or grammatical
structure but rather as a complete unit of meaning or a way to communicate a desire or
emotion. Recognizing this distinct processing style is paramount for designing effective
educational support and communication strategies.



The concept of GLP, often associated with the work of Meaningful Speech, highlights that
these gestalts serve a communicative purpose from the outset, even if the precise meaning
is not yet dissected. These chunks can be single words, common phrases, or even longer
sequences. For example, a child might use the entire phrase "Do you want some ice
cream?" to request ice cream, without necessarily understanding the individual words or
the grammatical construction. Understanding this foundational aspect of their language
acquisition is the first step in creating appropriate IEP goals.

Key Characteristics of Gestalt Language
Processors

Gestalt language processors (GLPs) exhibit several distinctive characteristics that inform
the development of tailored IEP goals. One of the most prominent is their reliance on
echolalia, which is the repetition of words or phrases spoken by others. This echolalia is
not random but serves as a functional tool for communication, self-regulation, or
processing information. Another key characteristic is the use of pre-recorded language,
which can manifest as repeating lines from movies, songs, or books. These gestalts are the
building blocks of their communication system.

GLPs often struggle with novel or spontaneous language. They may appear to have
advanced vocabulary or sentence structures through their gestalts, but they may find it
challenging to generate their own original sentences or adapt learned phrases to new
situations. This can lead to communication breakdowns when the pre-programmed
language doesn't fit the current context. Identifying these patterns is essential for creating
goals that bridge the gap between echolalic language and flexible, functional
communication.

Common Manifestations of Gestalt Language

Gestalt language can manifest in various forms, each requiring a nuanced approach in IEP
goal development. These include:

Whole phrase repetition

Singing songs or reciting dialogue from media

Using exact phrases heard in a specific context

Delayed echolalia (repeating something heard hours or days ago)

Echolalia used for self-regulation or comfort

Pre-programmed responses to common questions or requests



Common Challenges for Gestalt Language
Processors

Individuals who process language gestalts often face specific communication and
academic challenges that necessitate targeted interventions within their IEPs. A primary
difficulty is the transition from using pre-stored language chunks to developing novel,
spontaneous language. This transition requires breaking down gestalts into smaller,
meaningful units and learning how to recombine them in new ways. Without support,
GLPs can become "stuck" in their gestalts, limiting their ability to engage in flexible
conversation or express their unique thoughts and needs.

Another significant challenge is understanding the grammatical structure and word
meaning within the gestalts they use. They may use a phrase correctly in a specific context
but lack the understanding of how the individual words contribute to the overall meaning.
This can impact their comprehension of more complex language and their ability to
participate in academic tasks that require analytical language processing. Social
communication can also be a hurdle, as the ability to engage in reciprocal conversation
relies on spontaneous language generation and understanding nuanced social cues.

Impact on Academic Performance

The challenges faced by gestalt language processors can directly impact their academic
performance across various subjects. Reading comprehension may be hindered if they rely
on memorizing whole passages rather than decoding individual words and understanding
sentence structure. Written expression can be limited if they struggle to generate original
sentences and instead resort to copying or repeating phrases. Even in subjects like math,
word problems require understanding and manipulating language, which can be difficult if
language processing is primarily gestalt-based. IEP goals should therefore address these
academic implications.

Social Communication Barriers

Social interactions are often built on spontaneous and flexible language. Gestalt language
processors may find it difficult to initiate conversations, respond to unexpected questions,
or participate in turn-taking during social exchanges. Their reliance on pre-learned
phrases can make their communication appear rigid or out of context in social settings.
This can lead to misunderstandings, social isolation, and frustration. Developing IEP goals
that focus on social reciprocity and flexible language use is vital for improving their social
skills.



Stages of Gestalt Language Acquisition

Understanding the developmental stages of gestalt language acquisition is fundamental to
designing appropriate and effective IEP goals. This model typically outlines several
phases, each characterized by specific types of gestalts and evolving communicative
functions. By identifying the current stage a GLP is in, educators and therapists can select
and create goals that are developmentally appropriate and foster progression. Each stage
builds upon the previous one, moving from simple repetition to more complex and
meaningful communication.

The progression through these stages is not always linear, and individuals may spend
varying amounts of time in each phase. The key is to support the natural acquisition
process by providing the right tools and strategies at each step. This systematic approach
ensures that interventions are aligned with the learner's developmental trajectory,
promoting meaningful language growth and independence.

Stage 1: Echolalia Dominance
In the initial stage, individuals primarily use exact repetitions of heard language
(echolalia). These gestalts can be immediate (repeating something just heard) or delayed
(repeating something heard at a later time). The function of these gestalts can vary,
serving as a form of self-stimulation, a way to communicate agreement or
acknowledgment, or a placeholder while processing information. At this stage, IEP goals
might focus on identifying the function of the echolalia and encouraging its use as a
precursor to more functional communication.

Stage 2: Unpacking Gestalts
As learners move into Stage 2, they begin to "unpack" the gestalts, using smaller parts of
them. For example, a child who previously used the full phrase "Do you want some ice
cream?" might start using just "ice cream" to request it. This stage is characterized by the
emergence of one-word utterances or short, meaningful phrases. IEP goals in this stage
often concentrate on facilitating this unpacking process, teaching self-generated words,
and expanding the communicative functions of these smaller units.

Stage 3: Subject-Verb-Object Construction
In Stage 3, learners begin to combine unpacked units into more complex sentence
structures, often starting with subject-verb-object (SVO) constructions. They are able to
combine words from different gestalts or use self-generated words to form novel
sentences. For instance, they might combine "I want" with "ice cream" to say "I want ice
cream." Goals at this stage focus on increasing sentence length, grammatical complexity,
and the ability to combine words creatively to express a wider range of ideas.



Later Stages: Flexible Language Use
Subsequent stages involve increasingly flexible and nuanced language use. This includes
asking questions, describing events, comparing and contrasting, and using figurative
language. Learners develop the ability to self-monitor their language, repair
communication breakdowns, and adapt their communication style to different social
contexts. IEP goals in these later stages aim to refine conversational skills, improve
comprehension of abstract language, and foster advanced expressive abilities.

Developing SMART IEP Goals for Gestalt
Language Processors

Crafting effective IEP goals for gestalt language processors requires adherence to the
SMART criteria: Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound. These
principles ensure that goals are clearly defined, progress can be tracked, and the
objectives are meaningful for the individual's development. For GLPs, specificity is key to
addressing their unique language acquisition patterns. Instead of a general goal like
"improve communication," a SMART goal would be more targeted towards their specific
needs.

The process involves a thorough assessment of the individual's current language abilities,
identifying the gestalts they use, and determining their current stage of language
development. This information forms the foundation for setting realistic yet challenging
goals that will support their growth in functional communication and language
comprehension. Collaboration among parents, educators, and therapists is crucial in this
developmental process.

Specificity in Goal Setting
When developing IEP goals for GLPs, specificity means clearly stating what behavior or
skill will be targeted. This involves identifying the type of language (e.g., single words,
short phrases, longer sentences), the communicative function (e.g., requesting,
commenting, protesting), and the context in which the skill will be demonstrated. For
instance, a specific goal might be: "Given a visual prompt of preferred food, [Student
Name] will spontaneously produce a 2-word phrase requesting the food (e.g., 'more juice')
in 4 out of 5 opportunities across 3 consecutive therapy sessions."

Measurability and Data Collection
Measurability is achieved by defining observable and quantifiable outcomes. This allows
for objective tracking of progress. For GLPs, this can involve counting the number of
spontaneous utterances, the length of phrases produced, the variety of communicative
functions demonstrated, or the accuracy of using unpacked language. Data collection
methods should be consistent and documented, such as checklists, anecdotal notes, or
frequency counts. A measurable goal might read: "By the end of the IEP period, [Student



Name] will increase the frequency of spontaneously generating novel 3-word phrases from
0 to 5 per observation period (15 minutes) during unstructured play."

Achievability and Relevance
Achievability means setting goals that are realistic for the individual, considering their
current abilities and the support provided. Goals should be challenging enough to promote
growth but not so difficult as to cause frustration. Relevance ensures that the goals
directly support the individual's overall communication and developmental needs, aligning
with their strengths and areas for growth. A relevant goal for a GLP might focus on
bridging their echolalic phrases to more functional communication relevant to their daily
life and learning environment.

Time-Bound Framework
Each IEP goal must have a clear timeframe, typically aligned with the IEP review period
(e.g., one year). This provides a target for achieving the set objectives. For example, "By
[Date], [Student Name] will be able to use at least three different unpacked words to
request items during snack time, demonstrated by teacher observation and data
collection." This time-bound aspect creates a sense of urgency and allows for progress
monitoring and adjustments as needed.

IEP Goal Areas for Gestalt Language Processors

When creating IEPs for gestalt language processors, it's essential to address several key
areas that are crucial for their overall communication development and integration into
educational settings. These areas are designed to support the transition from echolalic
language to more flexible and independent communication. Focusing on these specific
domains ensures a holistic approach to their language learning journey.

The progression through these areas often mirrors the stages of GLP, requiring a phased
approach to intervention. By targeting these core components, IEPs can provide a
structured pathway for GLPs to unlock their full communicative potential.

Reducing Reliance on Unchanged Echolalia
A primary goal for many GLPs is to reduce the reliance on using large, unchanged chunks
of echolalic language without adaptation. The aim is not to eliminate echolalia, which can
have important functions, but to promote the flexibility to modify and use these gestalts
meaningfully. Goals in this area might focus on encouraging the use of shorter, functional
segments of gestalts or prompting the addition of new words to existing phrases.



Increasing Spontaneous and Novel Utterances
Developing spontaneous and novel language is a critical objective. This involves
supporting the individual in generating their own words and phrases to express their
thoughts, feelings, and needs, rather than solely relying on pre-recorded language. Goals
here might focus on encouraging the use of single words, then expanding to two-word
combinations, and eventually to more complex sentence structures, all generated by the
individual.

Expanding Functional Communication Skills
This area focuses on increasing the range of communicative intentions and the ability to
use language effectively in various social and academic contexts. Goals might target
specific communicative functions such as requesting, commenting, protesting, asking
questions, or sharing information. The emphasis is on making communication practical
and purposeful for the individual's daily life.

Improving Comprehension of Spoken Language
While GLPs may use complex language, their comprehension of spoken language,
particularly novel or abstract language, can be a challenge. IEP goals can aim to improve
their ability to understand spoken instructions, questions, and narrative language,
breaking down complex sentences into manageable parts and understanding the meaning
of individual words within context.

Developing Social Pragmatics
Social communication skills, or pragmatics, are crucial for effective interaction. Goals in
this area might address turn-taking in conversation, maintaining eye contact (as
appropriate for the individual), understanding social cues, and adapting language use to
different social situations. This helps GLPs build stronger relationships and navigate social
environments more successfully.

Strategies for Supporting GLP in IEP Goals

Effective IEP goal development for gestalt language processors involves implementing
specific strategies that leverage their unique learning style. These strategies aim to
facilitate the breakdown of gestalts, foster the development of spontaneous language, and
enhance overall communication abilities. By understanding and applying these techniques,
educators and therapists can create a supportive learning environment that promotes
significant progress.

The key is to be flexible and responsive to the individual's needs, constantly assessing
what is working and adapting the approach as they progress through the stages of



language acquisition. Collaboration and consistent application of these strategies across
different settings are vital for success.

Sensory-Based and Play-Based Approaches
Many GLPs respond well to sensory experiences and play-based learning. Incorporating
these elements into therapy and classroom activities can make language learning more
engaging and accessible. Using multisensory approaches, such as incorporating
movement, music, and tactile experiences, can help solidify language concepts and make
gestalts more meaningful.

Prompting Hierarchies and Fading
Prompting strategies are essential for guiding GLPs towards using more functional
language. This can involve a hierarchy of prompts, starting with more explicit cues (e.g.,
full verbal models, gestural prompts) and gradually fading them as the individual gains
independence. For example, if the goal is to request "more juice," a prompt might start
with the full phrase, then move to just the word "juice," and eventually to a simple
expectant pause.

Modeling and Expansion Techniques
Adults can model and expand upon a GLP's utterances. If a child uses the gestalt "truck,"
an adult might expand it to "big truck" or "I see truck." This provides a slightly more
complex model without overwhelming the child, demonstrating how language can be built
upon. Similarly, recasting and sentence recasts are valuable for showing grammatical
variations and promoting more complex sentence structures.

Systematic Segmentation of Gestalts
A core strategy is to systematically break down larger gestalts into smaller, meaningful
units. This can be done through various techniques, such as highlighting specific words,
using visual supports, or associating parts of the gestalt with specific actions or objects.
The goal is to help the GLP understand the individual components of the language they are
using.

Visual Supports and AAC
Visual supports, such as picture schedules, visual timers, and communication boards, can
be invaluable for GLPs. They provide a concrete representation of language and concepts,
aiding comprehension and facilitating expression. Augmentative and Alternative
Communication (AAC) devices can also offer a powerful means for GLPs to express
themselves and bridge gaps in their spoken language development.



Measuring Progress and Adapting IEP Goals

The dynamic nature of language development, especially for gestalt language processors,
necessitates ongoing progress monitoring and the flexibility to adapt IEP goals. Regularly
collecting data on the targeted skills allows for an objective assessment of whether the
current goals are effective and if the individual is making meaningful gains. This data-
driven approach ensures that interventions remain relevant and supportive of the GLP's
evolving needs.

The process of measurement and adaptation is cyclical. Initial data informs the setting of
SMART goals, subsequent data collection reveals progress (or lack thereof), and this
information then guides adjustments to the goals or the strategies used to achieve them.
This iterative process is fundamental to providing a truly individualized and effective
educational experience.

Data Collection Methods
Various methods can be employed to systematically collect data on a GLP's progress.
These include:

Frequency counts of specific utterances or communicative functions

Duration recording of language samples

Anecdotal records of observations during therapy or classroom activities

Checklists to track the acquisition of specific language skills or stages

Video or audio recordings for later analysis

Rubrics for assessing the complexity and flexibility of language use

Regular Review and Analysis
Collected data should be regularly reviewed and analyzed to identify trends, strengths,
and areas requiring continued focus. This analysis helps determine if the current IEP goals
are still appropriate or if modifications are needed. A professional team, including parents,
teachers, and therapists, should be involved in this review process to ensure a
comprehensive understanding of the individual's progress.

Modifying Goals and Strategies
Based on data analysis, IEP goals may need to be modified. This could involve making a



goal more challenging if rapid progress is observed, or adjusting it to be more achievable
if the individual is struggling. Strategies might also need to be altered; for instance, if a
prompting strategy is no longer effective, a different approach may be introduced. The
overarching aim is to maintain momentum and ensure continued growth in communication
skills, supporting the unique journey of each gestalt language processor.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common types of gestalt language processing
in children?
Common types include echolalia (immediate or delayed, exact or modified), self-generated
scripts or 'lines' from media, and using entire phrases or sentences out of context to
communicate meaning.

How does gestalt language processing differ from
traditional language acquisition?
Traditional language acquisition often starts with single words and builds to phrases,
whereas gestalt language processors often start with longer, meaningful chunks of
language (gestalts) and then break them down into smaller units for more precise
communication.

What are the benefits of identifying a child as a gestalt
language processor?
Identifying a child as a gestalt language processor allows for targeted interventions that
leverage their strengths (using existing gestalts) and support their development towards
more conventional language use, leading to more effective communication.

What are some examples of functional gestalts that can
be targeted in IEP goals for gestalt language
processors?
Functional gestalts include phrases used for requesting ('I want a cookie'), protesting ('No,
thank you'), commenting ('That's funny!'), and social greetings ('Hi, bye').

How can IEP goals support the 'unplotting' of gestalts?
IEP goals can focus on identifying individual words within a gestalt, understanding the
meaning of those words, and then using those words to create new, shorter utterances.
This process is often referred to as 'unplotting' or deconstructing.



What strategies are recommended for developing IEP
goals for gestalt language processors?
Goals should be individualized, focusing on increasing functional communication,
expanding utterance length, developing self-generated language, and understanding the
meaning behind their gestalts. Utilizing visual supports and modeling is also key.

How can we measure progress on IEP goals for gestalt
language processors?
Progress can be measured through direct observation, data collection on the use of
specific gestalts, tracking the breakdown of gestalts into smaller units, and assessing the
child's ability to use newly acquired words and phrases in varied contexts.

What are some common misconceptions about gestalt
language processors?
A common misconception is that echolalia is always meaningless repetition; however, for
gestalt language processors, it's often a sign of language processing and a stepping stone
to communication. Another is that they cannot learn conventional language.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to IEP goals for Gestalt Language Processors, with each title
starting with "" and using only italics:

1. Decoding the Echo: Strategies for Gestalt Language Development
This book explores the unique language patterns of Gestalt Language Processors (GLPs)
and provides practical strategies for parents and educators. It delves into understanding
echolalia not as a deficit, but as a developmental stage with rich potential. Readers will
find actionable techniques for building functional language skills from these gestalts. The
focus is on fostering communication and understanding in GLPs.

2. It's Not Just Words: Understanding Gestalt Language Acquisition
This title offers a comprehensive overview of how Gestalt Language Processors learn
language through whole phrases and sentences. It explains the developmental trajectory
and common characteristics observed in GLPs. The book provides insights into how to
support these learners in breaking down and utilizing their gestalts functionally. It aims to
demystify GLP development for a clearer understanding.

3. From Gestalt to Grammar: A Practical Guide for IEPs
This resource is specifically designed for parents and therapists to create effective IEP
goals for GLPs. It outlines how to identify and analyze gestalts, and then systematically
work towards meaningful communication. The book offers concrete examples of IEP goals
and intervention strategies. It emphasizes a scaffolded approach to building sentence
structure and flexible language use.

4. The Power of the Phrase: Leveraging Gestalts in Therapy



This book focuses on the therapeutic application of gestalts for GLPs. It presents
innovative techniques for using existing gestalts as a foundation for developing new
language skills. The authors highlight how to adapt and modify gestalts for different
communicative functions. It's a valuable resource for speech-language pathologists
working with GLPs.

5. Building Bridges with Gestalts: Communication Strategies for Home and School
This accessible guide provides parents and educators with practical tools to support GLPs'
communication at home and in school environments. It explains how to identify and
respond to gestalts in everyday interactions. The book offers strategies for encouraging
functional use of language and promoting social communication. The aim is to foster a
supportive and communicative partnership.

6. Unlocking Meaning: Supporting Gestalt Language Processors
This book delves into the cognitive and linguistic underpinnings of Gestalt Language
Processing. It explores how GLPs make meaning from language and how this impacts their
learning. The authors provide evidence-based strategies for supporting comprehension
and expressive language development. The focus is on building a deeper understanding of
the GLP communication style.

7. The Gestalt Toolkit: Essential Resources for GLP Support
This practical resource offers a collection of tools and techniques for supporting Gestalt
Language Processors. It includes checklists, activity ideas, and communication supports
designed to be implemented across various settings. The book provides a structured
approach to identifying and working with gestalts. It's an indispensable guide for anyone
supporting GLPs.

8. Navigating the Gestalt Journey: A Parent's Compass
Written from a parent's perspective, this book offers encouragement and practical advice
for families of GLPs. It shares personal stories and insights into the challenges and
triumphs of supporting gestalts. The book provides strategies for advocating for a child's
needs within the educational system. It aims to empower parents with knowledge and a
sense of community.

9. Gestalt Growth: Fostering Functional Language Through Play
This book highlights the critical role of play-based interventions in supporting Gestalt
Language Processors. It provides creative and engaging activities designed to encourage
the breakdown and recombination of gestalts. The authors explain how to use play to
promote generalization and functional communication. It's an essential read for therapists
and parents seeking play-focused strategies.
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