
iep goals for gestalt language processors
iep goals for gestalt language processors represent a specialized approach to supporting
individuals who process language in meaningful chunks or "gestalts" rather than through single words
initially. This unique processing style, often seen in autistic individuals, requires tailored educational
strategies and specific, measurable goals within an Individualized Education Program (IEP).
Understanding these goals is crucial for educators, parents, and therapists aiming to foster effective
communication and functional language development. This article delves into the core principles of
supporting gestalt language processors, outlines key areas for IEP goal development, and provides
practical examples to guide the creation of successful IEPs.
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Understanding Gestalt Language Processing

Gestalt language processing (GLP) is a developmental pathway where individuals learn language by
acquiring entire phrases, sentences, or even longer utterances, known as "gestalts," before they
typically begin to deconstruct them into smaller, meaningful units and combine them to form novel
sentences. This contrasts with the more common "analytic" language development, where children
first acquire single words and then combine them. For gestalt language processors, these gestalts
often come from familiar sources like songs, movies, or repeated phrases. Initially, these gestalts may
seem echolalic or out of context, but they serve as the foundation for communication.

The ability to use these gestalts is a significant step in communication. However, without targeted
support, individuals with GLP can struggle to move beyond reciting these learned phrases to
producing original, spontaneous communication. This transition requires a deep understanding of how
they acquire and process language, which then informs the development of appropriate IEP goals.
Supporting GLP involves recognizing the communicative intent behind their gestalts and
systematically helping them to break down, understand, and re-purpose these chunks of language for
their own communicative needs.



Identifying Gestalt Language Processing

Identifying gestalt language processing involves observing patterns in a child's language use. While
some echolalia can occur in typical language development, a gestalt language processor will
predominantly use longer, pre-recorded phrases and sentences for communication. This can include
using lines from favorite shows, songs, or repetitive, canned phrases that appear to have a
communicative function, even if their exact meaning isn't fully understood by the child. Therapists
and educators often look for the presence of multiple gestalts, the context in which they are used,
and whether the child is beginning to modify or combine them.

Common Characteristics of Gestalt Language Processors

Several characteristics are common among gestalt language processors. These may include:

Predominant use of long, pre-recorded phrases or sentences (gestalts) for communication.

Difficulty initiating spontaneous conversation with novel utterances.

Using gestalts to regulate their emotions or environment.

Appearing to understand or respond to parts of a gestalt, but not necessarily the whole
utterance.

Echolalia that often serves a communicative purpose, even if not immediately obvious.

A potential delay in developing single-word vocabulary or combining words into simple
sentences.

Assessment Tools and Strategies

Assessing GLP typically involves a combination of observation and specific assessment tools.
Naturalistic observations in various settings are crucial to understanding how a child uses language in
real-life contexts. Tools like the Meaningful Language Milestones Scale (MLMS) or the Natural
Language Acquisition (NLA) approach provide frameworks for analyzing language development
patterns, including the identification and use of gestalts. Speech-language pathologists (SLPs) often
use these methods to track progress and identify the specific stage of GLP a child is in, which is vital
for setting effective IEP goals.

Key Areas for IEP Goals for Gestalt Language



Processors

When developing IEP goals for gestalt language processors, it's essential to focus on areas that
facilitate the transition from using memorized phrases to functional, spontaneous communication.
These goals should be aligned with the principles of the NLA approach, emphasizing the breakdown of
gestalts, the development of single-word meaning, and the ability to combine language units for novel
communication. The ultimate aim is to empower these individuals to express their needs, thoughts,
and feelings effectively and independently.

Gestalt Breakdown and Deconstruction

A primary focus for IEP goals for gestalt language processors is the breakdown of larger gestalts into
smaller, meaningful units. This involves helping the individual understand the individual words and
concepts within a familiar phrase. Goals in this area might target identifying specific words within a
gestalt, understanding the meaning of those words, and recognizing how those words contribute to
the overall meaning of the utterance. This process is crucial for unlocking the potential of the gestalts
and enabling more flexible language use.

Single-Word Meaning and Usage

As gestalts begin to be deconstructed, the next step is to build a strong foundation of single-word
vocabulary and its meaning. IEP goals should aim to increase a gestalt language processor's
understanding and use of individual words. This includes associating words with their corresponding
objects, actions, or concepts and being able to use these single words functionally in different
contexts. This stage is critical for developing a robust lexicon that can be used to form new
communicative messages.

Combining Language Units

The ability to combine language units, starting with single words and progressing to phrases, is a key
developmental milestone for gestalt language processors. IEP goals will focus on teaching the child
how to combine words into two-word phrases, then three-word phrases, and eventually into more
complex sentences. This process often involves modeling, scaffolding, and providing opportunities for
practice, enabling the individual to move from reciting to creating their own unique utterances.

Generalization of Skills

Generalization is a vital component of language development for all learners, and particularly for
gestalt language processors. Goals should ensure that skills learned in one context or with one person
can be applied to other situations and with different individuals. This involves practicing language
skills in various environments and with varied stimuli, helping the individual to become more flexible



and adaptable in their communication. Effective generalization ensures that learned language skills
are truly functional.

Developing Specific IEP Goals for Gestalt Language
Processors

Crafting effective IEP goals for gestalt language processors requires a specific, measurable,
achievable, relevant, and time-bound (SMART) approach. These goals should directly address the
unique processing style and developmental needs of the individual, moving them towards more
functional and spontaneous language use. The focus is on building upon their existing strengths while
systematically addressing areas of challenge.

Breakdown and Generalization Goals

Goals focused on breaking down gestalts and generalizing language skills are foundational. For
example, an IEP goal might state: "Given a familiar 5-7 word gestalt (e.g., 'I want a snack'), the
student will identify the meaning of at least two individual words within the gestalt with 80% accuracy
across three observed sessions within four weeks." Another goal could target generalization: "When
presented with a learned single-word vocabulary item (e.g., 'ball') in a structured therapy setting, the
student will spontaneously use the word 'ball' to request the item in a naturalistic play setting with
70% accuracy over five consecutive days." These goals encourage the deconstruction of known
phrases and the application of learned vocabulary.

Original Utterance and Sentence Formulation Goals

Moving beyond gestalts involves developing the ability to create original utterances. IEP goals should
support this transition. An example might be: "The student will spontaneously combine two known
single words to form a novel, meaningful utterance (e.g., 'more juice') to make a request or comment
with 75% accuracy across five observed opportunities within one month." Progression to more
complex sentences would follow, such as: "The student will spontaneously combine three or more
words to form a grammatically appropriate and meaningful sentence to describe an event or express
a need in a structured conversation with 70% accuracy across three sessions within six weeks."

Self-Advocacy and Social Communication Goals

Functional communication extends to self-advocacy and engaging in social interactions. IEP goals
should support these critical areas. A goal for self-advocacy could be: "When experiencing a mild
frustration or discomfort, the student will use a learned phrase or novel utterance (e.g., 'I need a
break' or 'It's too loud') to communicate their need to a familiar adult with 80% accuracy within five
minutes of the trigger event, as observed over two consecutive weeks." For social communication:
"During structured playdates, the student will initiate a simple conversational exchange (e.g., asking



a question or making a comment related to the activity) using at least one novel utterance per
playdate, with adult support, across three scheduled playdates within two months."

Measuring Progress and Adapting IEPs

Regularly measuring progress and adapting IEP goals is paramount to ensuring that gestalt language
processors receive the most effective support. This iterative process allows for adjustments based on
the individual's unique trajectory and response to interventions. Data collection provides objective
evidence of progress, informing decisions about when and how to modify goals.

Data Collection Methods

Effective data collection for IEP goals for gestalt language processors can involve various methods.
These include:

Frequency counts: Tallying the number of times a target behavior (e.g., using a novel
utterance) occurs.

Duration recording: Measuring how long a specific behavior lasts (e.g., time spent engaging
in reciprocal conversation).

Interval recording: Noting whether a behavior occurs within a specific time interval.

Anecdotal records: Detailed written observations of language use in naturalistic settings.

Percentage accuracy: Tracking correct responses in structured tasks (e.g., identifying words
within a gestalt).

Consistent and accurate data collection is vital for demonstrating progress and identifying areas that
may require further attention or modification of strategies.

IEP Review and Revision Process

IEP goals should be reviewed regularly, typically at least annually, and as needed if significant
progress or lack thereof is observed. This review process should involve the entire IEP team, including
parents, teachers, therapists, and the student when appropriate. Based on the collected data, goals
can be revised to become more challenging as the student masters them, or modified to address
emerging needs or areas where progress is slower than anticipated. For example, if a goal related to
two-word combinations is consistently met, the team might advance to three-word combinations or
focus on sentence complexity. Conversely, if a student struggles with a particular aspect of gestalt
breakdown, the goal might be adjusted to provide more focused support or simpler gestalts to
analyze.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common IEP goal areas for Gestalt Language
Processors (GLPs)?
IEP goals for GLPs often focus on several key areas: 1. Meaningful Use of Language: Moving beyond
reciting whole phrases to using them with communicative intent and context. 2. Sentence
Construction: Building shorter, more functional sentences from their existing gestalts. 3. Decoding
and Recoding: Understanding the components of their gestalts and how to break them down or
recombine them. 4. Self-Advocacy: Using language to express needs, wants, and feelings. 5.
Pragmatic Skills: Understanding conversational turn-taking, initiating, and responding appropriately.
6. Generalization: Using learned language in new environments and with different communication
partners.

How can IEP goals support a GLP's transition from echolalia to
more functional language?
Goals should aim to bridge the gap between echolalic phrases and purposeful communication. This
can involve goals focused on: identifying the communicative intent of a learned phrase, responding to
questions using parts of a gestalt, or combining smaller chunks of language from gestalts to form new
utterances. For example, a goal might be: 'Given a familiar routine, [Student Name] will initiate a
request using a 2-3 word phrase derived from a previously learned gestalt with 80% accuracy across
3 consecutive sessions.'

What are SMART IEP goals for a GLP working on sentence
formation?
SMART goals for sentence formation for GLPs might look like this: 'Given a visual prompt of a familiar
object and its action, [Student Name] will construct a 3-word Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) sentence
using previously acquired language chunks from gestalts, with 80% accuracy, as measured by
therapist observation, in 4 out of 5 trials.' This goal is Specific (SVO sentence formation), Measurable
(80% accuracy, therapist observation), Achievable (building on existing chunks), Relevant (to
functional communication), and Time-bound (4 out of 5 trials).

How do IEP goals address the generalization of learned
language for GLPs?
Generalization goals are crucial for GLPs. They focus on using learned language in various settings
and with different people. An example goal could be: '[Student Name] will use a learned functional
phrase to request a preferred item from a familiar adult in a new classroom setting with 75%
accuracy, as documented by a weekly data sheet, for 3 consecutive weeks.'

What are some effective ways to measure progress towards
IEP goals for GLPs?
Progress measurement for GLPs often involves a combination of methods: Direct Observation and
Anecdotal Notes: Recording specific instances of language use, context, and communicative success.



Video/Audio Recordings: Reviewing sessions to analyze language structure and function. Data Sheets:
Tracking specific targets, such as the number of functional utterances, the complexity of sentences,
or the accuracy of responses. Portfolio Samples: Collecting examples of written or spoken language
that demonstrate progress. Parent/Caregiver Reports: Gathering insights into language use at home
and in the community.

How can IEP goals incorporate a GLP's interests to foster
motivation?
Leveraging a GLP's passions is a powerful strategy. Goals can be tailored to their interests. For
example, if a GLP loves dinosaurs, a goal might be: 'When presented with a dinosaur toy, [Student
Name] will describe its features using at least two descriptive words or short phrases from their
repertoire of learned gestalts, with 70% accuracy in 3 out of 4 opportunities, as observed during play-
based activities.'

What are some considerations for setting achievable IEP goals
for GLPs at different developmental stages?
Achievability depends on the GLP's current stage of language development. Early stages might focus
on single-word utterances derived from gestalts or short, two-word phrases. As they progress, goals
can target more complex sentence structures, understanding of inferred meanings, and spontaneous
generation of novel utterances. It's essential to assess the individual GLP's strengths and challenges,
and to break down larger communication milestones into smaller, manageable steps within the IEP
goals.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to IEP goals for Gestalt Language Processors, each beginning with "I"
and with short descriptions:

1. I Can Say It My Way: This book explores the unique communication patterns of Gestalt Language
Processors, focusing on how they acquire and use language in meaningful chunks. It offers practical
strategies for educators and parents to support their development, highlighting the importance of
understanding and validating their communication style. The text provides examples of how to build
individualized IEP goals that celebrate their strengths while addressing specific communication
challenges.

2. I Understand, Even If It's Not Sentence-by-Sentence: This title delves into the cognitive processes
behind Gestalt Language Processing, explaining why some GLPs initially rely on whole phrases or
sentences. It guides readers in recognizing and interpreting these gestalts, offering methods for
breaking them down and building new language skills from a functional perspective. The book
emphasizes creating supportive environments that foster comprehension and expressive language
growth.

3. I Connect Through Communication: This resource focuses on the social and emotional aspects of
communication for Gestalt Language Processors. It explores how their unique language use can
impact social interactions and provides techniques for building rapport and understanding. The book
offers strategies for developing IEP goals that enhance social communication, reciprocity, and



connection with others.

4. I See the Pattern, I Use the Pattern: This book examines the echolalic and gestalt tendencies of
GLPs, explaining how they use patterns as a foundation for language acquisition. It provides
actionable advice on how to analyze these patterns and use them as stepping stones for developing
more flexible and spontaneous language. The text offers practical examples for creating IEP goals
that build upon existing gestalts.

5. I Want to Be Understood: This title addresses the underlying motivations and desires of Gestalt
Language Processors to communicate effectively. It offers insights into their internal experiences and
provides a roadmap for supporting their journey toward more independent language use. The book
outlines how to set achievable IEP goals that empower GLPs to express their needs, wants, and ideas.

6. I Learn Through Play and Repetition: This book highlights the crucial role of play-based learning and
structured repetition in supporting Gestalt Language Processors. It offers a wealth of engaging
activities and strategies that can be adapted for various developmental levels. The text explains how
to integrate these approaches into IEP goals to foster language development in a fun and motivating
way.

7. I Build My Language, One Chunk at a Time: This book provides a comprehensive guide to
understanding the developmental trajectory of Gestalt Language Processors. It outlines how they
move from using whole phrases to eventually segmenting and recombining language independently.
The book offers practical tools and techniques for assessing progress and setting appropriate IEP
goals for each stage.

8. I Express Myself, My Own Way: This resource celebrates the individuality of Gestalt Language
Processors and their unique pathways to language. It emphasizes the importance of respecting their
communication style while providing targeted support for expanding their expressive abilities. The
book offers creative approaches to IEP goal development that encourage authentic self-expression.

9. I Predict and I Participate: This book focuses on developing predictive language skills and fostering
active participation in conversations for Gestalt Language Processors. It explains how understanding
and utilizing predictable language structures can lead to greater independence. The text provides
practical strategies and IEP goal suggestions to enhance conversational turn-taking and engagement.
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