IN DEBT WE TRUST MOVIE GUIDE ANSWERS

IN DEBT WE TRUST MOVIE GUIDE ANSWERS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR ANYONE LOOKING TO FULLY UNDERSTAND THE COMPLEX
FINANCIAL CONCEPTS PRESENTED IN THE DOCUMENTARY "IN DEBT WE TRUST: AMERICA’S FINANCIAL CoLLAPSE.” THIS
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE AIMS TO PROVIDE CLARITY AND CONTEXT TO THE FILM'S NARRATIVE, BREAKING DOWN ITS KEY THEMES,
CHARACTERS, AND THE PIVOTAL MOMENTS THAT LED TO THE 2008 FINANCIAL CRISIS. WE WILL DELVE INTO THE FILM'S
EXAMINATION OF THE HOUSING BUBBLE, PREDATORY LENDING PRACTICES, AND THE ROLE OF DEREGULATION. FURTHERMORE, THIS
GUIDE WILL OFFER INSIGHTS INTO THE ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES DISCUSSED, MAKING THEM ACCESSIBLE TO A BROADER AUDIENCE.
\WHETHER YOU'RE A STUDENT, AN INVESTOR, OR SIMPLY CURIOUS ABOUT THE FORCES THAT SHAPED MODERN FINANCE, THIS
RESOURCE WILL EQUIP YOU WITH THE KNOWLEDGE TO CRITICALLY ANALYZE THE INFORMATION PRESENTED IN THE MOVIE AND ITS
REAL-WORLD IMPLICATIONS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE PReMISE oF “IN DesT WE TrusT”

THE DOCUMENTARY “IN DEBT WE TRUST: AMERICA’S FINANCIAL COLLAPSE” METICULOUSLY UNPACKS THE SYSTEMIC ISSUES
THAT CULMINATED IN THE 2008 GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS. |T GOES BEYOND A SUPERFICIAL EXPLANATION, AIMING TO EDUCATE
VIEWERS ON THE INTRICATE WEB OF FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS, GOVERNMENTAL POLICIES, AND HUMAN BEHAVIOR THAT
CONTRIBUTED TO THE UNPRECEDENTED ECONOMIC DOWNTURN. THE FILM’S CORE PREMISE REVOLVES AROUND EXPOSING THE
INHERENT FLAWS IN THE MODERN FINANCIAL SYSTEM, PARTICULARLY ITS RELIANCE ON DEBT AND THE SUBSEQUENT MORAL HAZARD
THAT PERMEATES ITS OPERATIONS. BY PRESENTING A CLEAR NARRATIVE, THE MOVIE GUIDES THE AUDIENCE THROUGH THE EVENTS
LEADING UP TO THE CRISIS, HIGHLIGHTING HOW SEEMINGLY DISCONNECTED ACTIONS BY VARIOUS ENTITIES HAD CASCADING
EFFECTS THROUGHOUT THE GLOBAL ECONOMY.

THE FILM'S APPROACH IS TO BREAK DOWN COMPLEX FINANCIAL JARGON INTO UNDERSTANDABLE TERMS, MAKING IT ACCESSIBLE
EVEN TO THOSE WITHOUT A BACKGROUND IN ECONOMICS OR FINANCE. |T INTERROGATES THE NOTION OF TRUST WITHIN THE
FINANCIAL SECTOR, QUESTIONING WHERE THAT TRUST ORIGINATED AND HOW IT WAS ULTIMATELY BROKEN. THE NARRATIVE
STRUCTURE OFTEN EMPLOYS INTERVIEWS WITH KEY PLAYERS, ECONOMISTS, AND VICTIMS OF THE CRISIS, OFFERING A MULTI-
FACETED PERSPECTIVE ON THE EVENTS. THIS APPROACH HELPS TO ILLUSTRATE THE HUMAN COST OF FINANCIAL MALFEASANCE
AND THE BROADER SOCIETAL IMPLICATIONS OF UNCHECKED ECONOMIC AMBITION. UNDERSTANDING THIS FOUNDATIONAL PREMISE IS
THE FIRST STEP TO GRASPING THE ANSWERS THE MOVIE SEEKS TO PROVIDE.



Key FiIGUREs AND THEIR RoLEs IN THE FINANCIAL CRrISIS

THE INDIVIDUALS FEATURED IN “IN DEBT WE TRUST” PLAY CRUCIAL ROLES IN ILLUSTRATING THE MECHANICS OF THE FINANCIAL
COLLAPSE. THESE FIGURES RANGE FROM HIGH-RANKING GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND INFLUENTIAL ECONOMISTS TO THE
ARCHITECTS OF COMPLEX FINANCIAL PRODUCTS AND THE EVERYDAY PEOPLE AFFECTED BY THE CRISIS. UNDERSTANDING THEIR
MOTIVATIONS, ACTIONS, AND THE POSITIONS THEY HELD IS VITAL TO PIECING TOGETHER THE FILM'S ARGUMENTS. THE
DOCUMENTARY OFTEN PRESENTS CONTRASTING VIEWPOINTS, SHOWCASING INDIVIDUALS WHO EITHER PERPETUATED OR
RECOGNIZED THE DANGERS WITHIN THE SYSTEM.

ARCHITECTS OF FINANCIAL INNOVATION

THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN DEVELOPING AND PROMOTING INNOVATIVE FINANCIAL
INSTRUMENTS LIKE COLLATERALIZED DEBT OBLIGATIONS (CDOs) AND MorTGAGE-BACKeD SECURITIES (MBS). THESE COMPLEX
PRODUCTS, WHILE APPEARING TO DIVERSIFY RISK, ULTIMATELY MASKED AND AMPLIFIED IT. UNDERSTANDING THE INCENTIVES
BEHIND THE CREATION OF THESE INSTRUMENTS, SUCH AS LUCRATIVE BONUSES AND MARKET DOMINANCE, IS KEY TO
COMPREHENDING THE FILMMAKERS' CRITIQUE OF THE FINANCIAL INDUSTRY. THE PURSUIT OF PROFIT OFTEN OVERSHADOWED
PRUDENT RISK MANAGEMENT IN THE EYES OF THESE CREATORS.

GOVERNMENT REGULATORS AND POLICYMAKERS

THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT REGULATORS AND POLICYMAKERS IS A CENTRAL THEME IN THE MOVIE. THE FILM EXAMINES HOW
DECISIONS REGARDING DEREGULATION, INTEREST RATE POLICIES, AND OVERSIGHT OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS EITHER ENABLED OR
FAILED TO CURB THE EXCESSES LEADING TO THE CRISIS. FIGURES WITHIN THE FEDERAL RESERVE, THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT/
AND OTHER REGULATORY BODIES ARE SCRUTINIZED FOR THEIR ACTIONS AND INACTIONS. THEIR EXPLANATIONS AND DEFENSES
OFFER A CRITICAL LOOK AT THE PERCEIVED FAILURES IN GOVERNANCE THAT ALLOWED THE BUBBLE TO INFLATE AND EVENTUALLY
BURST.

CoNSUMERS AND HOMEOWNERS

THE DOCUMENTARY ALSO GIVES VOICE TO THE CONSUMERS AND HOMEOWNERS WHO WERE DIRECTLY IMPACTED BY PREDATORY
LENDING PRACTICES AND THE SUBSEQUENT HOUSING MARKET COLLAPSE. THEIR PERSONAL STORIES SERVE AS A STARK REMINDER
OF THE HUMAN CONSEQUENCES OF FINANCIAL INSTABILITY. UNDERSTANDING THEIR EXPERIENCES PROVIDES A GROUND-LEVEL VIEW
OF HOW THE ABSTRACT FINANCIAL MACHINATIONS DISCUSSED IN THE FILM TRANSLATED INTO REAL~-WORLD HARDSHIP, INCLUDING
FORECLOSURES AND ECONOMIC DEVASTATION.

DeECONSTRUCTING THE HousING BuBBLE AND SUBPRIME MORTGAGES

A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF “IN DEBT WE TRUST” IS DEDICATED TO DISSECTING THE HOUSING BUBBLE THAT FORMED IN THE
YEARS LEADING UP TO 2008. THE FILM METICULOUSLY EXPLAINS HOW A CONFLUENCE OF FACTORS, INCLUDING LOW~-INTEREST
RATES, LAX LENDING STANDARDS, AND THE SECURITIZATION OF MORTGAGES, FUELED AN UNSUSTAINABLE SURGE IN HOUSING
PRICES. THE CONCEPT OF SUBPRIME MORTGAGES, LOANS GIVEN TO BORROWERS WITH POOR CREDIT HISTORIES, IS CENTRAL TO
THIS DISCUSSION, AS THESE MORTGAGES BECAME THE BEDROCK OF THE ENSUING FINANCIAL CRISIS.

THE DOCUMENTARY ILLUSTRATES HOW THE DEMAND FOR MORTGAGES, PARTICULARLY SUBPRIME ONES, SURGED AS W ALL
STREET INSTITUTIONS SOUGHT TO PACKAGE THEM INTO SECURITIES. THIS CREATED A STRONG INCENTIVE FOR LENDERS TO
APPROVE MORE LOANS, EVEN TO BORROWERS WHO WERE UNLIKELY TO REPAY THEM. THE FILM EMPHASIZES THAT THE PERCEIVED
LOW RISK ASSOCIATED WITH THESE MORTGAGES, LARGELY DUE TO THEIR DIVERSIFICATION WITHIN MORTGAGE-BACKED
SECURITIES AND THE ASSURANCE OF RISING HOUSING PRICES, ENCOURAGED WIDESPREAD ISSUANCE. THIS ULTIMATELY LAID THE
FOUNDATION FOR A CRISIS WHEN HOUSING PRICES BEGAN TO DECLINE AND BORROWERS DEFAULTED.



THE MECHANICS OF PREDATORY LENDING

PREDATORY LENDING PRACTICES ARE A CRITICAL FOCUS WITHIN "IN DEBT WE TRUST.” THE FILM EXPOSES HOW LENDERS
ACTIVELY TARGETED VULNERABLE POPULATIONS, OFTEN OFFERING THEM MORTGAGE PRODUCTS WITH TERMS AND CONDITIONS
THAT WERE DESIGNED TO LEAD THEM INTO DEFAULT. THESE PRACTICES INCLUDED THE ISSUANCE OF SUBPRIME LOANS WITH
ADJUSTABLE RATES THAT WOULD INCREASE SIGNIFICANTLY AFTER AN INITIAL PERIOD, BALLOON PAYMENTS, AND HIDDEN FEES.
THE DOCUMENTARY AIMS TO DEMONSTRATE HOW THESE TACTICS WERE NOT ACCIDENTAL BUT OFTEN INTENTIONAL STRATEGIES
TO PROFIT FROM BORROWERS' FINANCIAL DISTRESS.

THE NARRATIVE OFTEN HIGHLIGHTS THE ROLE OF MORTGAGE BROKERS, WHO WERE FREQUENTLY COMPENSATED BASED ON THE
VOLUME OF LOANS THEY ORIGINATED, RATHER THAN THE QUALITY OR SUITABILITY OF THOSE LOANS FOR THE BORROWERS.
THIS CREATED A PERVERSE INCENTIVE STRUCTURE WHERE BROKERS WERE MOTIVATED TO PUSH MORTGAGES, INCLUDING SUBPRIME
PRODUCTS, ONTO INDIVIDUALS WHO COULD NOT TRULY AFFORD THEM. THE FILM PROVIDES A CLEAR EXPLANATION OF HOW
THESE LOANS WERE STRUCTURED TO MAXIMIZE SHORT-TERM PROFITS FOR LENDERS AND BROKERS, WITH LITTLE REGARD FOR THE
LONG-TERM FINANCIAL WELL-BEING OF THE BORROWERS. THE DECEPTIVE NATURE OF THESE LENDING PRACTICES IS A KEY ANSWER
THE FILM PROVIDES TO THE QUESTION OF HOW THE CRISIS BEGAN.

DEREGULATION AND ITS IMPACT ON FINANCIAL MARKETS

THE IMPACT OF DEREGULATION ON THE FINANCIAL MARKETS IS A RECURRING THEME THROUGHOUT "IN DEBT WE TrUST.” THE
FILM ARGUES THAT THE ROLLBACK OF REGULATIONS THAT HAD PREVIOUSLY GOVERNED THE BANKING AND FINANCIAL INDUSTRIES
CREATED AN ENVIRONMENT RIPE FOR THE EXCESSES THAT LED TO THE CRISIS. THE REMOVAL OF THE GLASS-STEAGALL ACT, FOR
INSTANCE, ALLOWED FOR THE MERGING OF COMMERCIAL AND INVESTMENT BANKING, LEADING TO LARGER, MORE COMPLEX
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS THAT WERE PERCEIVED AS “TOO BIG TO FAIL.” THIS INCREASED INTERCONNECTEDNESS AMPLIFIED THE
SYSTEMIC RISK.

THE DOCUMENTARY ALSO EXAMINES THE ROLE OF DEREGULATION IN ALLOWING FOR THE PROLIFERATION OF COMPLEX FINANCIAL
DERIVATIVES AND THE EXPANSION OF THE SHADOW BANKING SYSTEM. W/ITHOUT ADEQUATE OVERSIGHT, THESE OPAQUE AND
HIGHLY LEVERAGED INSTRUMENTS BECAME WIDESPREAD, MASKING THE TRUE LEVEL OF RISK WITHIN THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM. THE
FILM PRESENTS THE ARGUMENT THAT A LACK OF ROBUST REGULATORY OVERSIGHT ALLOWED FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS TO
ENGAGE IN INCREASINGLY RISKY BEHAVIOR, CONFIDENT THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD INTERVENE TO PREVENT CATASTROPHIC
FAILURES, A CONCEPT KNOWN AS MORAL HAZARD. THIS DEREGULATION, THE FILM SUGGESTS, WAS A CRITICAL ENABLER OF THE
FINANCIAL COLLAPSE.

SECURITIZATION AND THE CREATION OF CoMPLEX FINANCIAL PRODUCTS

THE PROCESS OF SECURITIZATION, WHERE FINANCIAL ASSETS ARE POOLED TOGETHER AND SOLD AS SECURITIES TO INVESTORS,
IS A CORNERSTONE OF THE ECONOMIC ARGUMENTS MADE IN “IN DEBT W/E TRUST.” THE FILM EXPLAINS HOW MORTGAGES,
PARTICULARLY SUBPRIME MORTGAGES, WERE BUNDLED INTO MORTGAGE-BACKED SECURITIES (MBS) AND THEN FURTHER SLICED
AND DICED INTO COLLATERALIZED DeaT OBLIGATIONS (CDOS). THIS PROCESS, WHILE INTENDED TO SPREAD RISK, ULTIMATELY
OBSCURED THE UNDERLYING RISK OF THE MORTGAGES WITHIN THESE COMPLEX PRODUCTS.

THE DOCUMENTARY DELVES INTO THE CREATION AND MARKETING OF THESE STRUCTURED FINANCIAL PRODUCTS, ILLUSTRATING
HOW THEIR COMPLEXITY MADE IT DIFFICULT FOR INVESTORS TO UNDERSTAND THEIR TRUE VALUE AND THE RISKS THEY ENTAILED.
THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS HOW THESE INSTRUMENTS WERE OFTEN RATED AS HIGHLY SAFE BY CREDIT RATING AGENCIES, DESPITE BEING
BACKED BY RISKY SUBPRIME LOANS. THIS DISCONNECT BETWEEN THE PERCEIVED SAFETY AND THE ACTUAL RISK IS A KEY
TAKEAWAY FROM THE FILM, EXPLAINING HOW A CRISIS ROOTED IN THE HOUSING MARKET COULD QUICKLY INFECT THE ENTIRE
GLOBAL FINANCIAL SYSTEM. THE LACK OF TRANSPARENCY IN THESE FINANCIAL PRODUCTS IS A CORE ANSWER THE MOVIE OFFERS.



THe RoLE oF CrReDIT RATING AGENCIES

THE FUNCTION AND INFLUENCE OF CREDIT RATING AGENCIES ARE CRITICALLY EXAMINED IN “IN DEBT WE TRUST.” THE FILM
HIGHLIGHTS HOW THESE AGENCIES, SUCH AS MOODYIS, STANDARD § POORIS, AND FITCH, \WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSIGNING
CREDIT RATINGS TO FINANCIAL PRODUCTS LIKE MBS AND CDOs. THESE RATINGS WERE CRUCIAL FOR INVESTORS, AS THEY WERE
INTENDED TO INDICATE THE LEVEL OF RISK ASSOCIATED WITH THESE INVESTMENTS. HO\X/EVER, THE DOCUMENTARY ARGUES THAT
THE CREDIT RATING AGENCIES PLAYED A COMPLICIT ROLE IN THE CRISIS DUE TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND FLAWED
METHODOLOGIES.

THE FILM EXPLAINS THAT CREDIT RATING AGENCIES WERE PAID BY THE VERY INSTITUTIONS THAT ISSUED THE FINANCIAL
PRODUCTS THEY WERE RATING. THIS “ISSUER-PAYS” MODEL CREATED A SIGNIFICANT CONFLICT OF INTEREST, INCENTIVIZING
AGENCIES TO PROVIDE FAVORABLE RATINGS TO ATTRACT AND RETAIN BUSINESS. FURTHERMORE, THE AGENCIES’ MODELS OFTEN
FAILED TO ADEQUATELY ACCOUNT FOR THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF THE HOUSING MARKET AND THE POTENTIAL FOR
\WIDESPREAD DEFAULTS ON SUBPRIME MORTGAGES. CONSEQUENTLY, MANY TOXIC ASSETS WERE GIVEN AAA RATINGS, THE
HIGHEST POSSIBLE INVESTMENT GRADE, MISLEADING INVESTORS AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE WIDESPREAD DISSEMINATION OF RISKY
DEBT THROUGHOUT THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM.

THe GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE AND BAILOUTS

THE GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE TO THE FINANCIAL CRISIS, PARTICULARLY THE CONTROVERSIAL BAILOUTS OF FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS, IS A SIGNIFICANT FOCUS OF “In DET WE TRUST.” THE FILM SCRUTINIZES THE DECISIONS MADE BY POLICYMAKERS
TO INJECT BILLIONS OF DOLLARS INTO STRUGGLING BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL FIRMS TO PREVENT A COMPLETE COLLAPSE OF
THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM. WHILE PROPONENTS ARGUED THESE MEASURES WERE NECESSARY TO STABILIZE THE ECONOMY, CRITICS,
OFTEN FEATURED IN THE DOCUMENTARY, QUESTIONED THE FAIRNESS AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE INTERVENTIONS.

THE MOVIE EXPLORES THE RATIONALE BEHIND THE TROUBLED ASSET REeLIEF PROGRAM (T ARP) AND OTHER RESCUE EFFORTS,
OFTEN PRESENTING ARGUMENTS ABOUT SYSTEMIC RISK AND THE POTENTIAL FOR A DOMINO EFFECT IF MAJOR INSTITUTIONS WERE
ALLOWED TO FAIL. HOWEVER, THE DOCUMENTARY ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE PUBLIC'S ANGER OVER PROVIDING TAXPAYER MONEY
TO THE SAME INSTITUTIONS THAT WERE SEEN AS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CRISIS. THE FILM QUESTIONS WHETHER THESE BAILOUTS
TRULY ADDRESSED THE ROOT CAUSES OF THE FINANCIAL COLLAPSE OR SIMPLY PROPPED UP A FLAWED SYSTEM, LEAVING
ORDINARY CITIZENS TO BEAR THE BRUNT OF THE ECONOMIC FALLOUT.

LEssoNs LEARNED FROM THE FINANCIAL COLLAPSE

THE LESSONS TO BE GLEANED FROM THE EVENTS DEPICTED IN “IN DEBT WE TRUST” ARE MANIFOLD AND HAVE SIGNIFICANT
IMPLICATIONS FOR UNDERSTANDING CONTEMPORARY ECONOMIC POLICY AND PERSONAL FINANCE. THE FILM EMPHASIZES THE
IMPORTANCE OF ROBUST REGULATORY OVERSIGHT TO PREVENT UNCHECKED RISK-TAKING WITHIN THE FINANCIAL SECTOR. |T
UNDERSCORES THE DANGERS OF OPAQUE FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS AND THE NEED FOR GREATER TRANSPARENCY AND
ACCOUNTABILITY FROM FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND RATING AGENCIES.

FURTHERMORE/ THE DOCUMENTARY SERVES AS A CAUTIONARY TALE ABOUT THE SEDUCTIVE NATURE OF EASY CREDIT AND THE
POTENTIAL FOR HOUSING BUBBLES TO BURST WITH DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF
RESPONSIBLE LENDING AND BORROWING PRACTICES, URGING INDIVIDUALS TO BE WARY OF DEALS THAT SEEM TOO GOOD TO BE
TRUE. THE FILM'S OVERARCHING LESSON IS THE NEED FOR A FINANCIAL SYSTEM THAT SERVES THE REAL ECONOMY RATHER THAN
BEING DRIVEN SOLELY BY SPECULATIVE GAINS, A PRINCIPLE THAT REMAINS HIGHLY RELEVANT IN TODAY'S ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE.
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UNDERSTANDING THE “IN DEBT WE TRUST” MOVIE GUIDE ANSWERS PROVIDES A CRUCIAL LENS THROUGH WHICH TO VIEW THE
CURRENT ECONOMIC CLIMATE. THE SYSTEMIC ISSUES AND VULNERABILITIES EXPOSED IN THE DOCUMENTARY DID NOT DISAPPEAR
WwITH THE 2008 CRISIS; MANY HAVE EVOLVED OR RE-EMERGED IN NEW FORMS. THE FILM'S INSIGHTS INTO DEBT ACCUMULATION,
FINANCIAL INNOVATION, AND THE ROLE OF REGULATION REMAIN HIGHLY PERTINENT TO UNDERSTANDING MODERN ECONOMIC
CHALLENGES, FROM STUDENT LOAN DEBT TO THE ONGOING EVOLUTION OF FINANCIAL MARKETS.

BY REVISITING THE CORE MESSAGES OF THE FILM, VIEWERS CAN GAIN A DEEPER APPRECIATION FOR THE ONGOING DEBATES
SURROUNDING FINANCIAL REFORM, MONETARY POLICY, AND THE EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF ECONOMIC PROSPERITY. THE FILM
ENCOURAGES CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT THE SYSTEMS THAT GOVERN OUR FINANCIAL LIVES, PROMPTING QUESTIONS ABOUT
WHETHER SUFFICIENT LESSONS HAVE TRULY BEEN LEARNED. THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN THE FILM'S NARRATIVE AND
CONTEMPORARY ECONOMIC EVENTS OFFER A COMPELLING REASON TO ENGAGE WITH ITS INSIGHTS AND SEEK OUT THE ANSWERS IT
PROVIDES.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE CENTRAL THESIS OF THE DOCUMENTARY 'IN DeeT WE TRUST'?

THE DOCUMENTARY ARGUES THAT THE CURRENT ECONOMIC SYSTEM, PARTICULARLY THE RELIANCE ON DEBT AND FRACTIONAL
RESERVE BANKING, IS FUNDAMENTALLY FLAWED AND UNSUSTAINABLE, LEADING TO RECURRING FINANCIAL CRISES AND WIDENING
WEALTH INEQUALITY.

\W/HO IS THE MAIN PROTAGONIST OR NARRATOR IN ‘IN DEeT WEe TRUST'?

THE FILM FEATURES INTERVIEWS WITH VARIOUS ECONOMISTS, HISTORIANS, AND FINANCIAL CRITICS WHO PRESENT DIFFERENT
PERSPECTIVES ON THE NATURE OF DEBT AND MONEY. THERE ISN'T A SINGLE PROTAGONIST IN THE TRADITIONAL SENSE, BUT THE
FILM'S PERSPECTIVE IS GUIDED BY ITS CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM.

WHAT HISTORICAL EVENTS OR PERIODS DOES 'IN DeeT WE TRUST' USE TO
ILLUSTRATE ITS POINTS?

THE DOCUMENTARY OFTEN REFERENCES HISTORICAL ECONOMIC BOOMS AND BUSTS, INCLUDING THE GREAT DEPRESSION, THE
SAVINGS AND LOAN CRISIS, AND MORE RECENT FINANCIAL DOWNTURNS, TO DEMONSTRATE THE CYCLICAL NATURE OF DEBT-
DRIVEN ECONOMIES.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE KEY CONCEPTS OF MONETARY POLICY DISCUSSED IN THE FILM?

THE FILM DELVES INTO CONCEPTS LIKE FRACTIONAL RESERVE BANKING, QUANTITATIVE EASING, INFLATION, DEFLATION, AND THE
ROLE OF CENTRAL BANKS IN MANAGING THE MONEY SUPPLY , OFTEN HIGHLIGHTING HOW THESE MECHANISMS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO
DEBT ACCUMULATION.

\WHAT SOLUTIONS OR ALTERNATIVES TO THE CURRENT DEBT-BASED SYSTEM ARE
SUGGESTED IN 'IN DesT WE TrRUST'?

\W/HILE THE FILM IS PRIMARILY CRITICAL, IT OFTEN TOUCHES UPON ALTERNATIVE MONETARY SYSTEMS, SUCH AS THE POTENTIAL
FOR SOVEREIGN MONEY CREATION OR ECONOMIC MODELS LESS RELIANT ON PERPETUAL DEBT, THOUGH SPECIFIC DETAILED
BLUEPRINTS ARE NOT ALWAYS THE FOCUS.

WHAT IS THE FILM'S STANCE ON THE FEDERAL RESERVE OR OTHER CENTRAL BANKING
INSTITUTIONS?

‘INDEBT WE TRUST' IS GENERALLY CRITICAL OF CENTRAL BANKS, PORTRAYING THEM AS INSTITUTIONS THAT OFTEN
PERPETUATE THE DEBT CYCLE THROUGH THEIR MONETARY POLICIES, SOMETIMES ACTING IN THE INTEREST OF FINANCIAL



INSTITUTIONS RATHER THAN THE BROADER PUBLIC.

\W/HAT KIND OF AUDIENCE IS ‘IN DEBT WE TRUST' LIKELY TO APPEAL TO?

THE DOCUMENTARY WOULD APPEAL TO INDIVIDUALS INTERESTED IN ECONOMICS, FINANCE, HISTORY, AND CRITICAL THINKING
ABOUT SOCIETAL STRUCTURES, PARTICULARLY THOSE CONCERNED WITH ISSUES OF FINANCIAL REGULATION, ECONOMIC
INEQUALITY, AND THE STABILITY OF THE GLOBAL ECONOMY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HERE ARE 9 BOOK TITLES RELATED TO UNDERSTANDING DEBT, WITH A FOCUS ON ACCESSIBLE INFORMATION, MIRRORING THE
LIKELY PURPOSE OF A “MOVIE GUIDE”:

1. THe ToTAL Money Makeover: CLASSIC EpiTioN: A PROVEN PLAN FOR FINANCIAL FITNESS

THIS FOUNDATIONAL BOOK BY DAVE RAMSEY OFFERS A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO BECOMING DEBT-FREE AND BUILDING WEALTH. IT
CHAMPIONS A “DEBT SNOWBALL” OR “DEBT AVALANCHE” METHOD TO TACKLE FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS AGGRESSIVELY. THE
BOOK PROVIDES PRACTICAL ADVICE AND MOTIVATIONAL STRATEGIES TO HELP READERS TAKE CONTROL OF THEIR FINANCES AND
ACHIEVE FINANCIAL FREEDOM.

2. Your MoNeY or YoUR LiFe: 9 STEPS TO TRANSFORMING Y OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH MONEY AND ACHIEVING FINANCIAL
INDEPENDENCE

AUTHORS Vicki ROBIN AND JOE DOMINGUEZ PRESENT A PHILOSOPHICAL AND PRACTICAL APPROACH TO MONEY MANAGEMENT,
ENCOURAGING READERS TO EXAMINE THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH SPENDING. |T ADVOCATES FOR MINDFUL CONSUMPTION AND
ALIGNING YOUR FINANCIAL LIFE WITH YOUR VALUES. THE BOOK GUIDES READERS TOWARDS ACHIEVING FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE
BY CONSCIOUSLY MANAGING THEIR TIME AND MONEY.

3./ WiLL TeacH You To BE RicH

RAMIT SETHI'S POPULAR GUIDE FOCUSES ON AUTOMATION AND SMART SPENDING TO BUILD WEALTH. |T BREAKS DOWN COMPLEX
FINANCIAL CONCEPTS INTO ACTIONABLE STEPS, MAKING PERSONAL FINANCE ACCESSIBLE TO YOUNG ADULTS. THE BOOK
EMPHASIZES LIVING A “RICH” LIFE BY AUTOMATING SAVINGS AND INVESTMENTS WHILE STILL ENJOYING LIFE'S PLEASURES.

4. THE AUTOMATIC MiLLIONAIRE: A PowerruL ONE-STEP PLAN TO More WEALTH AND LESS WORRY

DAVID BACH INTRODUCES THE CONCEPT OF “AUTOMATING YOUR FINANCES” TO BUILD WEALTH EFFORTLESSLY. THE CORE IDEA
IS TO SET UP SYSTEMS THAT AUTOMATICALLY SAVE AND INVEST YOUR MONEY, REDUCING THE NEED FOR CONSTANT DECISION-
MAKING. THIS BOOK AIMS TO EMPOWER READERS TO ACHIEVE FINANCIAL SUCCESS WITH MINIMAL ONGOING EFFORT.

5. Broke MILLENNIAL: STOP SCRAPING BY AND GET YOUR FINANCIAL LIFE TOGETHER

ERIN LOWRY OFFERS PRACTICAL, NO-NONSENSE ADVICE SPECIFICALLY FOR MILLENNIALS NAVIGATING THEIR FINANCIAL FUTURES.
|T COVERS ESSENTIAL TOPICS LIKE BUDGETING, STUDENT LOANS, CREDIT CARDS, AND INVESTING IN A RELATABLE AND
ACCESSIBLE WAY. THE BOOK EMPOWERS YOUNG ADULTS TO TAKE OWNERSHIP OF THEIR FINANCIAL WELL-BEING AND BUILD A
SECURE FUTURE.

6. GET A FINANCIAL LIFE: PERSONAL FINANCE IN YOUR TWENTIES AND THIRTIES

THIS UPDATED CLASSIC BY BETH KOBLINER PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE STARTING THEIR FINANCIAL
JOURNEYS. |IT COVERS CRUCIAL TOPICS SUCH AS MANAGING STUDENT DEBT, BUYING A HOME, AND PLANNING FOR RETIREMENT. THE
BOOK OFFERS CLEAR EXPLANATIONS AND ACTIONABLE ADVICE TO HELP READERS MAKE INFORMED FINANCIAL DECISIONS.

7. THE PsycHoLoGY oF MonNey: TIMELESS LESSONS ON WEALTH, GREED, AND HAPPINESS

MORGAN HOUSEL EXPLORES THE BEHAVIORAL SIDE OF FINANCE, HIGHLIGHTING HOW OUR EMOTIONS AND BIASES SIGNIFICANTLY
IMPACT OUR FINANCIAL DECISIONS. HE ARGUES THAT UNDERSTANDING HUMAN PSYCHOLOGY IS AS CRUCIAL AS UNDERSTANDING
FINANCIAL PRINCIPLES. THE BOOK USES COMPELLING STORIES AND INSIGHTS TO HELP READERS DEVELOP A HEALTHIER
RELATIONSHIP WITH MONEY.

8. FINANCIAL PEACE REVISITED: YOUR PLAN FOR ACHIEVING FINANCIAL FREEDOM

DAVE RAMSEY REVISITS AND EXPANDS UPON HIS PROVEN PRINCIPLES FOR GETTING OUT OF DEBT AND BUILDING WEALTH. THIS
UPDATED EDITION REINFORCES HIS CORE MESSAGES OF BUDGETING, ELIMINATING DEBT, AND SAVING FOR THE FUTURE. IT'S
DESIGNED TO PROVIDE ONGOING SUPPORT AND MOTIVATION FOR THOSE ON THEIR JOURNEY TO FINANCIAL PEACE.



Q. THE RICHEST MAN IN BABYLON

GEORGE S. CLASON’S TIMELESS PARABLE OFFERS FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF WEALTH CREATION AND MANAGEMENT THROUGH
ANCIENT BABYLONIAN STORIES. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES TIMELESS ADVICE LIKE PAYING YOURSELF FIRST, CONTROLLING EXPENSES,
AND MAKING MONEY WORK FOR YOU. TS SIMPLE YET PROFOUND LESSONS ON SAVING, INVESTING, AND AVOIDING DEBT REMAIN
HIGHLY RELEVANT TODAY.
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