
iron jawed angels questions and answers
iron jawed angels questions and answers delves into the historical drama that
chronicles the relentless fight for women's suffrage in the United States. This film offers a
powerful glimpse into the strategies, sacrifices, and unwavering determination of the
suffragists who challenged societal norms and political inertia. Understanding the context
and nuances of their struggle is crucial for appreciating the long and arduous path to
equal voting rights. This comprehensive guide aims to address the key questions
surrounding the movie "Iron Jawed Angels," providing detailed answers and exploring the
historical events and figures it portrays. We'll cover everything from the film's accuracy
and the real-life inspirations behind its characters to the broader implications of the
suffrage movement.
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The Making of Iron Jawed Angels: A Historical
Lens
The film "Iron Jawed Angels," released in 2004, was a significant cinematic endeavor to
bring the story of the American women's suffrage movement to a wider audience.
Produced by HBO Films, it aimed to provide an accurate and compelling narrative of the
early 20th-century struggle for women's right to vote. The production team meticulously
researched the period, consulting with historians and archives to ensure the authenticity
of the portrayal. The goal was not just to entertain but to educate viewers about a pivotal
moment in American civil rights history, highlighting the bravery and resilience of the
women who fought for their fundamental democratic rights. The film's reception
underscored the enduring relevance of the suffrage movement and the importance of
remembering these pioneering activists.



The Inspiration Behind the Film
The primary inspiration for "Iron Jawed Angels" came from the compelling narratives of
Alice Paul and Lucy Burns, two key figures in the more militant wing of the suffrage
movement. Their direct action tactics, including picketing the White House and engaging
in civil disobedience, were instrumental in shifting public opinion and pressuring
President Woodrow Wilson. The filmmakers sought to capture the intensity and challenges
faced by these women, who were often met with public scorn, arrest, and imprisonment.
The film draws heavily from historical accounts and biographies of these influential
suffragists, aiming to honor their contributions and the broader movement they
represented.

Filming Locations and Production Details
While "Iron Jawed Angels" is set in Washington D.C. and other locations relevant to the
suffrage movement, the actual filming took place in various settings that could evoke the
early 20th century. These included locations in Maryland and North Carolina, chosen for
their historical architecture and ability to recreate the era. The attention to detail in
costumes, set design, and props was crucial for immersing the audience in the period. The
production team invested considerable effort in recreating the atmosphere of the time,
from the political climate of Washington D.C. to the harsh conditions faced by suffragists
during their protests and imprisonments.

Key Figures and Their Real-Life Counterparts
"Iron Jawed Angels" features a cast of compelling characters, many of whom are based on
real historical figures. Understanding who these individuals were and their roles in the
suffrage movement provides a deeper appreciation of the film's narrative and historical
context. The film effectively dramatizes the interactions and strategic differences within
the movement itself, showcasing the diverse approaches taken to achieve the common
goal.

Alice Paul
Alice Paul, portrayed by Hilary Swank, is the central figure in "Iron Jawed Angels." She
was an American suffragist and women's rights activist who played a pivotal role in the
passage of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Paul, inspired by the more
militant tactics of British suffragettes, co-founded the National Woman's Party (NWP) with
Lucy Burns. Her strategic brilliance and unwavering commitment to direct action, even in
the face of severe persecution, made her a formidable force in the suffrage movement. The
film highlights her leadership and her willingness to endure hardship for the cause.

Lucy Burns
Lucy Burns, played by Frances O'Connor, was Alice Paul's closest collaborator and co-
founder of the NWP. Burns was a seasoned suffragist who had already worked with the



National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) before joining forces with Paul.
She was known for her organizational skills and her dedication to the cause. Together,
Paul and Burns orchestrated many of the NWP's most impactful campaigns, including the
picketing of the White House. Their partnership was crucial to the movement's success,
and the film captures their intellectual and emotional bond.

Ida B. Wells-Barnett
Ida B. Wells-Barnett, portrayed by Lisa Gaye, was a prominent African American
journalist, suffragist, and activist. The film depicts her struggle to participate fully in the
suffrage parades, facing racial prejudice even within the movement. Wells-Barnett was a
courageous advocate for civil rights and an early proponent of women's suffrage. Her
presence in the film underscores the intersectionality of the suffrage movement and the
challenges faced by Black women who sought both racial and gender equality. Her
unwavering spirit in the face of adversity is a powerful element of the narrative.

Inés Milholland
Inés Milholland, played by Laura San Giacomo, was a beautiful and charismatic suffragist
who became a powerful symbol of the movement. The film features her iconic ride at the
head of the 1913 Woman Suffrage Procession in Washington D.C., where she rode a white
horse while carrying a banner. Milholland's striking presence and eloquent speeches
inspired many, and her image became synonymous with the suffrage cause. Her role in the
film highlights the visual and symbolic aspects of protest that were crucial for gaining
public attention.

The Tactics of the Suffragists Portrayed
The film "Iron Jawed Angels" vividly illustrates the diverse and often daring tactics
employed by suffragists to achieve their goals. These methods ranged from traditional
lobbying and petitioning to more confrontational forms of protest that challenged the
status quo and deliberately courted arrest to highlight the injustices faced by women. The
effectiveness of these varied strategies is a central theme explored in the movie.

Silent Sentinels Protests
A significant portion of the film focuses on the "Silent Sentinels," women who picketed the
White House for over two years, starting in 1917. They held banners with slogans that
demanded President Woodrow Wilson fulfill his promise of democracy for all Americans.
These women, often referred to as "Iron Jawed Angels" for their resilience, faced
harassment, arrests, and brutal treatment, including being force-fed when they went on
hunger strikes. The film powerfully depicts their courage and the harsh consequences of
their activism.



Civil Disobedience and Arrests
The suffragists in "Iron Jawed Angels" frequently engaged in acts of civil disobedience.
This included picketing, distributing leaflets, and holding rallies. When arrested, many
refused to pay fines or remain silent, choosing instead to serve jail time. This strategy
aimed to overwhelm the prison system and draw attention to the government's unfair
treatment of women who were demanding basic rights. The film shows how these arrests,
particularly the arrests of the Silent Sentinels, galvanized public support and increased
pressure on the administration.

Hunger Strikes and Force-Feeding
One of the most harrowing aspects depicted in "Iron Jawed Angels" is the suffragists' use
of hunger strikes while imprisoned and the subsequent brutal force-feeding they endured.
This tactic was a desperate measure to protest their unjust imprisonment and to highlight
the severity of their cause. The film unflinchingly portrays the physical and psychological
toll this took on the women, emphasizing their extraordinary fortitude in the face of such
extreme adversity.

Historical Accuracy and Creative Liberties
While "Iron Jawed Angels" is a powerful historical drama, like all cinematic adaptations, it
takes certain creative liberties to enhance the narrative and emotional impact.
Understanding these differences between the film and historical fact is essential for a
complete picture of the suffrage movement.

Portrayal of the National Woman's Party
The film accurately portrays the formation and activism of the National Woman's Party
(NWP), highlighting its shift towards more confrontational tactics under Alice Paul's
leadership. It captures the internal debates and strategic differences between the NWP
and the more conservative National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA). The
film generally reflects the historical emphasis on the NWP's role in pressuring President
Wilson, which was a key factor in the eventual passage of the 19th Amendment.

Dramatization of Events
Some events in "Iron Jawed Angels" are condensed or dramatized for narrative effect. For
instance, the timeline of certain protests and the intensity of specific confrontations might
be heightened. The interactions between characters are sometimes fictionalized to create
more compelling dialogue and character arcs. However, the core historical events, such as
the picketing of the White House, the arrests, and the conditions in the Occoquan
Workhouse, are depicted with a strong degree of historical resonance.



Characterizations and Relationships
While the main characters are based on real individuals, their personal relationships and
some specific dialogues are inevitably fictionalized. The film aims to capture the spirit and
motivations of these women, but the nuances of their private lives and the exact
conversations they had are subjects of interpretation. The portrayal of the leaders like
Alice Paul and Lucy Burns, as well as their strategic disagreements and personal bonds,
are central to the film's dramatic appeal, even if some specific interactions are
dramatized.

The Impact and Legacy of the Suffrage Movement
The women's suffrage movement, as depicted in "Iron Jawed Angels," was a transformative
force in American history. Its success paved the way for greater gender equality and
significantly altered the political landscape of the United States.

Passage of the 19th Amendment
The tireless efforts of suffragists, exemplified by the actions of Alice Paul and the National
Woman's Party, culminated in the passage of the 19th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, which granted women the right to vote. Ratified in 1920, this amendment
marked a monumental victory for the movement, securing a fundamental right for half of
the nation's population. The film serves as a reminder of the long and often brutal struggle
required to achieve this constitutional change.

Broader Impact on Civil Rights
The strategies and activism of the suffrage movement had a ripple effect on other civil
rights struggles. The tactics of civil disobedience, nonviolent protest, and public
awareness campaigns pioneered by suffragists later influenced the Civil Rights Movement
and other social justice movements. The fight for women's suffrage demonstrated the
power of organized activism and the ability of ordinary citizens to effect significant
political and social change.

Continuing Relevance of the Struggle
The themes explored in "Iron Jawed Angels" remain relevant today. The film prompts
reflection on the ongoing fight for equality, the importance of civic engagement, and the
challenges faced by those who advocate for change. It serves as an inspiration, reminding
us that progress often requires persistent effort, unwavering dedication, and the courage
to challenge injustice, even in the face of immense opposition. The legacy of these "iron
jawed angels" continues to resonate in contemporary movements for social and political
reform.



Frequently Asked Questions About Iron Jawed
Angels
Viewers often have specific questions about the film's historical accuracy, the characters,
and the events portrayed. Here are answers to some of the most common inquiries.

Was Alice Paul really as determined as portrayed?
Yes, Alice Paul was indeed an exceptionally determined and strategic leader of the
suffrage movement. Her willingness to use confrontational tactics and endure personal
hardship, including imprisonment and force-feeding, is well-documented in historical
accounts. The film's portrayal aligns with her historical reputation as a tenacious and
unwavering activist.

Did women really go to prison for picketing the White
House?
Yes, many suffragists, particularly those affiliated with the National Woman's Party and
known as the "Silent Sentinels," were arrested for picketing the White House. They were
charged with "obstructing traffic" or similar offenses and served time in prison, where
they faced harsh conditions and were subjected to force-feeding during hunger strikes.

How accurate is the film's depiction of President
Woodrow Wilson?
The film generally portrays President Woodrow Wilson as initially resistant to the suffrage
movement but eventually persuaded to support it due to persistent pressure and changing
political circumstances. Historically, Wilson's stance evolved over time, influenced by the
suffragists' campaigns, particularly the White House picketing, and the changing role of
women during World War I.

What was the significance of the "Iron Jawed Angels"
nickname?
The nickname "Iron Jawed Angels" was used by some to describe the suffragists who
endured harsh treatment and hunger strikes in prison without breaking. It reflects their
remarkable resilience, strength, and unwavering commitment to their cause despite the
brutal conditions they faced. The film adopted this as a powerful thematic element.

Did the film accurately represent the internal divisions



within the suffrage movement?
The film touches upon the strategic differences between the more militant National
Woman's Party, led by Alice Paul, and the more traditional National American Woman
Suffrage Association (NAWSA). While the film focuses on the NWP's impact, historical
accounts confirm these differing approaches and occasional tensions between the factions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central conflict in 'Iron Jawed Angels'?
The central conflict in 'Iron Jawed Angels' is the struggle of suffragists, primarily Alice
Paul and Lucy Burns, to gain voting rights for women in the United States, facing
opposition from government, society, and even some within the suffrage movement itself.

Who are the main characters in 'Iron Jawed Angels' and
what are their roles?
The main characters include Alice Paul, a driven and strategic leader who advocates for
more radical tactics; Lucy Burns, Paul's loyal and equally determined partner; and figures
like Inez Milholland, a charismatic speaker, and Ida B. Wells-Barnett, an African American
journalist and activist fighting for suffrage and against racial injustice.

What historical context does 'Iron Jawed Angels' depict?
'Iron Jawed Angels' depicts the final years of the women's suffrage movement in the
United States, specifically focusing on the period leading up to the passage of the 19th
Amendment in 1920, highlighting the intensified activism in the early 20th century.

What were some of the key tactics used by the
suffragists in the film?
The suffragists in the film employed a range of tactics, including peaceful protests,
parades, picketing the White House (the 'Silent Sentinels'), civil disobedience, and hunger
strikes when imprisoned, aiming to pressure President Woodrow Wilson and the
government.

How does 'Iron Jawed Angels' portray the opposition
faced by the suffragists?
The film portrays significant opposition from a variety of sources: governmental
authorities who arrested and imprisoned the suffragists, often on questionable charges;
public opinion that largely viewed women's suffrage as radical or unnatural; and societal
norms that confined women to domestic roles.



What is the significance of the title 'Iron Jawed Angels'?
The title 'Iron Jawed Angels' refers to the unwavering determination and resilience of the
suffragists. 'Iron Jawed' signifies their unyielding spirit in the face of adversity, while
'Angels' suggests their fight for a righteous and just cause.

What is the historical accuracy of 'Iron Jawed Angels'?
While 'Iron Jawed Angels' takes some dramatic liberties for storytelling purposes, it is
largely considered historically accurate in its depiction of the major events, tactics, and
the overall spirit of the suffrage movement during that era, particularly the actions of
Alice Paul and her followers.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to "Iron Jawed Angels questions and answers," with each
title beginning with and only using :

1. Iron Will, Iron Voice: The Fight for Suffrage. This book delves into the historical context
and key figures behind the women's suffrage movement, exploring the tactics and
arguments used by activists. It would offer insights into the challenges they faced and the
societal barriers they had to overcome. Readers can expect detailed accounts of pivotal
moments and the strategies employed to achieve their goals.

2. Ironclad Arguments: Debating the Vote. This title suggests a focus on the intellectual
and rhetorical battles surrounding women's suffrage. It would likely examine the
speeches, writings, and public debates that shaped public opinion. The book could explore
the counterarguments and the persuasive techniques used by suffragists to win over
skeptics.

3. Irony of Progress: Women's Rights Unveiled. This book would likely explore the
complexities and ironies inherent in the struggle for women's rights, particularly in the
early 20th century. It might highlight how progress was often met with resistance or
unintended consequences. The narrative could focus on the social and political climate
that influenced the suffrage movement.

4. Iron Chains, Iron Chains: Breaking Free. This title evokes the oppressive societal
structures that limited women's freedoms and the determined efforts to dismantle them. It
would likely focus on the personal stories of women involved in the suffrage movement
and their fight for autonomy. The book could highlight the sacrifices made and the
courage displayed in challenging established norms.

5. Ironclad Resolve: The Making of a Movement. This book would be a comprehensive
study of how the women's suffrage movement was built, from its nascent stages to its
eventual success. It would likely examine the organizational efforts, leadership, and the
development of a unified strategy. The focus would be on the sustained dedication
required to achieve such a significant social and political transformation.

6. Iron Willpower: The Tactics of the Suffragettes. This title points towards an examination



of the specific methods and strategies employed by suffragettes, particularly those
associated with more militant tactics. It could explore the rationale behind their actions
and the impact these had on the broader movement. The book would likely detail events
and their reception by the public and authorities.

7. Iron Legacy: The Enduring Fight for Equality. This book would likely connect the
historical struggle for women's suffrage to ongoing movements for gender equality. It
would explore the lasting impact of the suffragists' work and the questions that remain
about achieving full equality. The narrative would emphasize the continuous nature of
activism and the lessons learned from past struggles.

8. Iron Fists, Velvet Gloves: Navigating Public Opinion. This title suggests a focus on the
dual approach of the suffrage movement – assertive action combined with careful
diplomacy. It would likely analyze how suffragists managed public perception and engaged
with various segments of society. The book could explore the delicate balance between
demanding rights and maintaining political viability.

9. Iron Threads of Change: Weaving a New Society. This book would likely frame the
suffrage movement as a pivotal moment in the reshaping of society. It would explore how
the fight for women's right to vote laid the groundwork for broader social and political
changes. The narrative could examine the interconnectedness of various reform
movements and the long-term consequences of achieving suffrage.
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