
iron jawed angels questions answer key

iron jawed angels questions answer key provides a comprehensive resource for understanding the historical
context, key characters, and significant themes of the film Iron Jawed Angels. This article aims to serve as a
valuable guide for students, educators, and anyone interested in the American women's suffrage movement. We
will delve into frequently asked questions about the film’s accuracy, the portrayal of Alice Paul and Lucy
Burns, and the dramatic representations of pivotal events. Furthermore, we will explore the impact of the film
on public perception of the suffrage struggle and offer insights into how to approach the movie for
educational purposes, ensuring a thorough understanding of this crucial period in American history.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Core Narrative of Iron Jawed Angels

Key Characters and Their Roles in the Suffrage Movement

Historical Accuracy and Dramatic License in Iron Jawed Angels

Analyzing the Tactics and Strategies of the Suffragists

The Impact of Iron Jawed Angels on Understanding the Suffrage Movement

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers for Iron Jawed Angels

How to Use the Iron Jawed Angels Questions Answer Key for Learning

Understanding the Core Narrative of Iron Jawed Angels

The film Iron Jawed Angels vividly chronicles the relentless fight for women's suffrage in the United States
during the early 20th century. It focuses primarily on the efforts of Alice Paul and Lucy Burns, who, after
gaining experience with the British suffragette movement, brought more radical and confrontational tactics to
the American scene. The narrative highlights their formation of the National Woman's Party (NWP) and their
strategic campaigns to pressure President Woodrow Wilson into supporting a federal suffrage amendment. The
core of the story lies in the unwavering determination of these women and their allies, who faced intense
opposition, public scorn, and severe legal repercussions, including imprisonment and forced feeding, for their
activism.

The film's central conflict revolves around the tension between the more conservative National American
Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) and the militant NWP. It showcases how Paul and Burns, along with
their dedicated followers, utilized tactics such as parades, picketing, and civil disobedience to draw attention
to their cause and the hypocrisy of a nation fighting for democracy abroad while denying it to half its citizens
at home. The narrative effectively conveys the personal sacrifices made by the suffragists, illustrating the
profound personal and professional costs of their commitment to achieving the right to vote.

Key Characters and Their Roles in the Suffrage Movement



Alice Paul: The Visionary Leader

Alice Paul, portrayed by Hilary Swank, is the central figure in Iron Jawed Angels. The film portrays her as a
strategic, determined, and unyielding leader. Her experience with the more confrontational British suffragettes
profoundly influenced her approach to American suffrage activism. Questions often arise about her unwavering
focus and sometimes perceived ruthlessness. The film highlights her belief that polite requests were insufficient
and that direct action and public pressure were necessary to achieve the 19th Amendment.

Lucy Burns: The Pragmatic Partner

Lucy Burns, played by Frances O'Connor, is Alice Paul's close confidante and fellow organizer. The Iron Jawed
Angels questions answer key often addresses her crucial role in developing strategies and managing the day-to-
day operations of the NWP. Burns provided a crucial balance to Paul's intensity, often acting as the bridge
between the more radical and mainstream elements of the movement. Her dedication and resilience in the face of
adversity are central to the film's portrayal of the NWP's efforts.

Ingerborg Larsen: The Young Activist

Ingerborg Larsen, a fictional character created for the film and played by Laura Breckenridge, represents the
younger generation drawn into the suffrage movement. She embodies the idealism and the harsh realities faced by
many who joined the cause. Her journey within the NWP, from initial enthusiasm to enduring the brutalities of
imprisonment, provides an accessible entry point for understanding the personal impact of the suffrage fight.

Dudley Field Malone: The Political Ally

Dudley Field Malone, a sympathetic lawyer and supporter of women's suffrage, is depicted as a key ally within
the political establishment. His involvement highlights the internal struggles and evolving attitudes towards
suffrage within the government. His advocacy and willingness to risk his political career underscore the
growing support for the movement, even among those who initially held reservations.

Historical Accuracy and Dramatic License in Iron Jawed Angels

Iron Jawed Angels is celebrated for bringing the suffrage movement to a wider audience, but like many historical
dramas, it employs dramatic license to enhance its narrative impact. Questions often arise regarding the
factual accuracy of specific scenes and character portrayals. For instance, the film condenses timelines and
merges certain events for dramatic effect. However, the core historical events, such as the 1913 Washington
D.C. suffrage parade, the Silent Sentinels' picketing of the White House, and the subsequent arrests and
imprisonment of suffragists, are based on historical accounts.

The film's portrayal of Alice Paul's leadership style and her clashes with more moderate suffragists is
generally consistent with historical records. The depiction of the brutal conditions in the Occoquan
Workhouse, including the forced feeding of hunger-striking suffragists, is also historically accurate and
serves as a powerful testament to their suffering and resolve. The Iron Jawed Angels questions answer key
often focuses on how the film balances historical fidelity with the need to create a compelling cinematic
experience. While certain dialogues and specific interactions might be dramatized, the underlying spirit and
struggle of the suffragists are faithfully represented.



Analyzing the Tactics and Strategies of the Suffragists

The Power of Protest and Civil Disobedience

The film extensively showcases the National Woman's Party's use of non-violent civil disobedience. Picket
lines, parades, and public demonstrations were crucial tools for gaining visibility and exerting pressure on
President Wilson. The Silent Sentinels, for example, stood outside the White House for over a year, holding
banners that highlighted the hypocrisy of fighting for democracy abroad while denying it to women at home. This
consistent and visible protest, despite the risks of arrest and violence, proved highly effective in capturing
public attention and forcing a national dialogue.

Political Lobbying and the Amendment Process

Beyond public protest, the NWP engaged in significant political lobbying. The strategy was to make suffrage a
national issue, rather than relying solely on individual states to grant voting rights. By focusing on a federal
amendment, Paul and her allies aimed for a comprehensive and universal solution. The film illustrates the
arduous process of advocating for this amendment, facing political opposition, and the constant need to remind
President Wilson of his promises and the nation's democratic ideals.

The Role of Media and Public Opinion

The suffragists understood the importance of shaping public opinion and leveraging the media. Their often-
provocative actions were designed to generate headlines and spark debate. The Iron Jawed Angels questions
answer key often examines how the suffragists used newspapers, pamphlets, and public speeches to disseminate
their message and counter negative propaganda. While their methods were sometimes controversial, they were
undeniably effective in bringing the suffrage movement to the forefront of national consciousness.

The Impact of Iron Jawed Angels on Understanding the Suffrage
Movement

Iron Jawed Angels has significantly contributed to a broader public understanding of the complexities and
sacrifices involved in the women's suffrage movement. Before the film's release, the efforts of Alice Paul and the
National Woman's Party were often overshadowed by the more established, and arguably less
confrontational, approaches of other suffrage organizations. The film brought to light the radical tactics
and the immense courage required to challenge the status quo.

The movie highlights the often-brutal realities faced by women who dared to demand their fundamental rights,
including imprisonment, forced labor, and abusive treatment. This depiction has fostered a deeper appreciation
for the fight for equality and the historical struggles that paved the way for modern democratic freedoms.
The Iron Jawed Angels questions answer key is often sought by educators looking for a means to discuss these
profound historical impacts with students, fostering critical thinking about social change movements.

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers for Iron Jawed Angels



What were the main goals of the National Woman's Party (NWP)?

The primary goal of the NWP was to secure the passage of a federal amendment granting women the right to
vote in the United States. They believed this was the most effective way to achieve universal suffrage for
women nationwide.

How did the NWP's tactics differ from other suffrage organizations?

The NWP, under Alice Paul's leadership, employed more militant and confrontational tactics, such as picketing
the White House, civil disobedience, and public demonstrations. This contrasted with the more traditional
lobbying and state-by-state approach favored by groups like NAWSA.

What was the significance of the Silent Sentinels?

The Silent Sentinels were suffragists who picketed the White House continuously for over a year, starting in
1917. Their silent protest, often holding banners that criticized President Wilson, brought national attention
to the suffrage cause and highlighted the contradiction of fighting for democracy abroad while denying it to
women at home. Their arrests and imprisonment, including harsh treatment like forced feeding, galvanized public
support and put immense pressure on the administration.

Were the events in the film historically accurate?

While the film takes some dramatic liberties, the core events depicted in Iron Jawed Angels are based on
historical facts. Key moments like the 1913 suffrage parade, the picketing of the White House, and the
imprisonment and mistreatment of suffragists are historically documented. The film effectively captures the
spirit and the struggles of the era.

What was the "Night of Terror" at the Occoquan Workhouse?

The "Night of Terror" refers to the brutal treatment of suffragists imprisoned at the Occoquan Workhouse in
November 1917. After being arrested for picketing the White House, the women were subjected to severe
physical abuse, including beatings and forced feeding, by prison guards. This event is a powerful and historically
accurate depiction of the hardships faced by the suffragists.

How to Use the Iron Jawed Angels Questions Answer Key for
Learning

The Iron Jawed Angels questions answer key serves as a valuable tool for anyone studying the American
women's suffrage movement or analyzing the film itself. Educators can utilize these questions and answers to
create classroom discussions, assignments, or quizzes that test comprehension of the film's historical context
and themes. Students can use this resource to deepen their understanding of the characters, events, and
strategies employed by the suffragists.

When approaching the film with this key, it is recommended to watch the movie with specific questions in mind,
pausing to find answers or make notes. This active viewing approach enhances learning and retention. The key
can also be used for comparative analysis, encouraging users to research further to verify the historical
accuracy of specific details or to explore the broader social and political landscape of the time. Ultimately,
this resource aims to facilitate a more informed and engaged appreciation of the historical significance of Iron
Jawed Angels.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary historical event depicted in 'Iron Jawed Angels'?

The film 'Iron Jawed Angels' primarily depicts the struggle for women's suffrage in the United States,
specifically focusing on the events of the early 20th century and the militant tactics employed by suffragists
like Alice Paul and Lucy Burns.

Who were the key figures portrayed in 'Iron Jawed Angels'?

The central figures are Alice Paul (played by Hilary Swank), a charismatic leader of the National Woman's
Party, and Lucy Burns (played by Frances O'Connor), her dedicated partner. Other important characters
include Inez Milholland, Mabel Vernon, and Doris Stevens.

What were some of the controversial tactics used by the suffragists in the
film?

The suffragists, particularly those associated with Alice Paul's wing of the movement, employed tactics such
as peaceful picketing, parades, civil disobedience, and even hunger strikes when imprisoned. These were considered
radical for the time.

What motivated the more militant approach of Alice Paul and her
followers?

Alice Paul and her followers adopted more militant tactics because they felt that President Woodrow
Wilson and the existing political establishment were not taking the issue of women's suffrage seriously enough.
They aimed to pressure the government through direct action and public awareness campaigns.

What was the 'Silent Sentinels' protest?

The 'Silent Sentinels' was a protest organized by the National Woman's Party. Suffragists stood outside the
White House with banners, silently picketing President Woodrow Wilson for the passage of a federal suffrage
amendment. They faced arrest, imprisonment, and harsh treatment for their actions.

What was the significance of the 19th Amendment in relation to the film's
events?

The film culminates with the eventual passage and ratification of the 19th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, which granted women the right to vote. This amendment was the ultimate goal of the
suffragists' long and arduous campaign.

How did the film portray the opposition to women's suffrage?

The film shows the strong opposition from various segments of society, including men who believed women's
place was in the home, some women who opposed suffrage, and the government itself, which initially resisted
granting women political power.

What was the 'Night of Terror' mentioned in the film?

The 'Night of Terror' refers to the brutal treatment of suffragists imprisoned at the Occoquan Workhouse.
After Alice Paul began a hunger strike, the women were subjected to severe physical abuse and force-feeding by
prison guards.



What enduring message does 'Iron Jawed Angels' convey?

The film conveys the enduring message of perseverance, the importance of fighting for civil rights, the power of
collective action, and the sacrifices made by those who challenged the status quo to achieve equality.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the themes of "Iron Jawed Angels" and the concept of a "questions answer
key," presented in a numbered list with short descriptions:

1. The Unfolding of Courage: Voices of the Suffragist Movement. This collection delves into the personal
testimonies and strategic documents of women who fought for the right to vote. It offers a raw and intimate
look at the challenges they faced, the arguments they countered, and the unwavering resolve that fueled their
fight. Readers will find a rich tapestry of primary source material illuminating the movement's complex journey.

2. Persuasion and Power: The Rhetoric of the Nineteenth-Century Woman. This academic study analyzes the
rhetorical strategies employed by women advocating for social and political change during the era of the
suffragist movement. It breaks down the persuasive techniques used in speeches, pamphlets, and public debates,
revealing how these women shaped public opinion. The book is essential for understanding the intellectual
groundwork laid for future feminist movements.

3. Beyond the Ballot: Women's Activism in Early Twentieth-Century America. While focusing on suffrage, this
book broadens its scope to examine the wider array of activism undertaken by women during this transformative
period. It highlights how the fight for the vote was intertwined with other social justice causes, such as labor
rights and temperance. The text provides context for the multifaceted nature of women's public engagement.

4. The Architect of Change: Alice Paul's Revolutionary Tactics. This biography offers an in-depth look at the
life and strategies of Alice Paul, a pivotal figure in the American women's suffrage movement. It details her
radical approaches, including picketing the White House and enduring imprisonment, which significantly influenced
the movement's momentum. The book explores her unwavering commitment to achieving equal rights through
direct action.

5. Speaking Truth to Power: Strategies for Social Justice Campaigns. Drawing parallels from historical
movements, this contemporary guide provides actionable insights for modern activists seeking to enact change.
It dissects the methods used by successful movements, emphasizing effective communication, coalition building,
and strategic protest. The book serves as a practical manual for understanding the mechanics of social reform.

6. The Art of the Argument: Debating Equality in Historical Context. This volume meticulously examines the
key arguments for and against women's suffrage, presenting them in their original historical context. It
showcases the intellectual battles waged by both proponents and opponents, allowing readers to understand
the societal prejudices that had to be overcome. The book is an invaluable resource for understanding the
evolution of arguments for equality.

7. Unveiling the Opposition: Counterarguments Against Women's Suffrage. This unique book compiles and
analyzes the primary objections raised by those who opposed women's right to vote. It provides a critical
examination of the societal anxieties and entrenched patriarchal views that fueled this opposition. By
understanding the counterarguments, readers can better appreciate the depth of the struggle for suffrage.

8. The Echoes of Seneca Falls: Legacy of the First Women's Rights Convention. This book traces the enduring
impact of the Seneca Falls Convention on the subsequent women's rights movement. It explores how the
foundational principles and demands articulated at Seneca Falls continued to shape strategies and galvanize
activists over decades. The text connects the early efforts to the later triumphs of suffrage.

9. Understanding the Fight: A Historical Inquiry into Women's Suffrage. This comprehensive historical analysis
offers a nuanced exploration of the women's suffrage movement in the United States. It details the key players,
pivotal events, and the legislative battles that defined the struggle for voting rights. The book aims to
provide a clear and detailed understanding of the complex journey towards enfranchisement.
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