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iron jawed angels viewing guide answer key is your essential companion for
understanding the powerful historical drama, Iron Jawed Angels. This
comprehensive viewing guide is designed to enhance your comprehension and
appreciation of the film’s pivotal moments, characters, and the significant
struggle for women's suffrage in early 20th century America. We will delve
into the film's historical accuracy, explore the key figures like Alice Paul
and Lucy Burns, and provide detailed answers to common questions encountered
in viewing guides. Whether you're a student, educator, or simply a history
enthusiast, this guide offers insights into the bravery and determination of
the suffragists. Prepare to gain a deeper understanding of this impactful
film and the movement it portrays, making your viewing experience both
educational and enriching.
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Exploring the Iron Jawed Angels Viewing Guide
Answer Key

The film Iron Jawed Angels offers a compelling portrayal of the American
women's suffrage movement, focusing on the courageous efforts of Alice Paul
and the National Woman's Party. This viewing guide answer key aims to
illuminate the historical context, character motivations, and thematic depth
of the movie, providing a resource for those seeking a deeper understanding.
By dissecting the film's narrative and its historical underpinnings, viewers
can better grasp the sacrifices made and the strategies employed to achieve a
fundamental right.



Unpacking the Historical Context of Iron Jawed
Angels

To fully appreciate Iron Jawed Angels, it's crucial to understand the socio-
political landscape of the United States in the early 20th century. The fight
for women's suffrage was a long and arduous one, spanning decades and
encountering significant opposition. This section provides the necessary
background information for a thorough analysis of the film's events.

The State of Women's Rights Pre-Suffrage

Before the passage of the 19th Amendment, women in the United States faced
severe legal and social limitations. They were largely excluded from public
life, denied the right to vote, and had limited control over their property
or earnings. The prevailing societal norms often relegated women to domestic
roles, emphasizing their perceived frailty and unsuitability for political
participation.

The Broader Suffrage Movement

While Iron Jawed Angels centers on Alice Paul's more radical approach, it's
important to remember the larger suffrage movement that preceded and
paralleled her work. Generations of activists, including figures like Susan
B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, laid the groundwork for the eventual
victory. Their strategies varied, from lobbying and petitioning to public
speaking and educational campaigns.

Key Characters and Their Significance in the
Film

Iron Jawed Angels is driven by its dynamic characters, each representing
different facets of the suffrage movement and the challenges faced.
Understanding their roles and motivations is central to interpreting the
film's message.

Alice Paul: The Radical Strategist

Alice Paul, portrayed as the central figure, is depicted as a determined and
strategic leader. Her approach, inspired by British suffragettes, emphasized



direct action, civil disobedience, and public demonstration to force the
government to address the suffrage issue. Her unwavering resolve in the face
of arrest and brutal treatment is a core element of the film.

Lucy Burns: The Indomitable Ally

Lucy Burns, Alice Paul's close friend and collaborator, is shown as equally
committed and brave. She often served as the pragmatic counterpart to Paul's
more audacious plans, working tirelessly to organize protests, manage
logistics, and rally support. Their partnership is a powerful symbol of
solidarity within the movement.

Ida B. Wells-Barnett: A Voice for Equality

Ida B. Wells-Barnett, a prominent African American journalist and activist,
highlights the intersectionality of the suffrage movement and the fight
against racial discrimination. Her presence in the film underscores the
challenges faced by Black women in seeking both racial and political
equality, and how they were often excluded even within the broader movement.

The Opposition: Senators and Public Opinion

The film also effectively portrays the staunch opposition from male
politicians and segments of the public. Understanding their arguments – often
rooted in tradition, fear of social change, or beliefs about women's
intellectual inferiority – is key to grasping the magnitude of the
suffragists' struggle.

Major Events and Turning Points Depicted

The narrative of Iron Jawed Angels is punctuated by significant events that
marked crucial turning points in the fight for suffrage. These moments
illustrate the escalating tactics of the suffragists and the government's
response.

The 1913 Woman Suffrage Procession

The film vividly reconstructs the massive suffrage parade in Washington D.C.
on the eve of Woodrow Wilson's inauguration. This event, marked by



significant violence and arrest of participants, brought national attention
to the cause and demonstrated the suffragists' willingness to confront
opposition.

The "Silent Sentinels" and White House Picketing

A pivotal strategy employed by Paul and the National Woman's Party was the
continuous picketing of the White House. The "Silent Sentinels," as they were
known, held banners demanding suffrage, a peaceful but provocative act that
led to their arrests for "unlawful assembly."

The Occoquan Workhouse and Force-Feeding

The film unflinchingly depicts the harsh conditions and brutal treatment
endured by suffragists imprisoned at the Occoquan Workhouse. The force-
feeding of hunger-striking prisoners is a particularly harrowing sequence
that aimed to expose the government's cruelty and galvanize public sympathy.

President Wilson's Shifting Stance

A significant narrative arc involves President Woodrow Wilson's gradual shift
from opposition to support for a federal suffrage amendment. The relentless
pressure from the suffragists, particularly through their public
demonstrations and the international context of World War I, played a crucial
role in this change.

Analyzing the Core Themes in Iron Jawed Angels

Iron Jawed Angels is rich with themes that resonate beyond its historical
setting, offering profound insights into activism, resilience, and the
pursuit of justice.

Civil Disobedience and Nonviolent Protest

The film heavily emphasizes the power of civil disobedience as a tool for
social change. Alice Paul and her followers intentionally broke laws they
deemed unjust, accepting the consequences to highlight the unfairness of the
system and demand reform. This strategy aimed to force the authorities to
acknowledge the injustice.



Perseverance in the Face of Adversity

The unwavering determination of the suffragists, despite imprisonment,
violence, public scorn, and internal disagreements, is a central theme. Their
ability to maintain hope and continue their fight against overwhelming odds
is a testament to their strength and conviction.

The Interplay of Gender and Politics

The film explicitly explores how gender shaped political participation and
access to power. It illustrates the deeply ingrained patriarchal structures
that denied women fundamental rights and the systemic barriers they had to
overcome.

The Importance of Public Opinion and Media

Iron Jawed Angels shows how strategically crafted public displays and the
ensuing media coverage were vital for advancing the suffrage cause. The
suffragists understood the power of visual protest and narrative control in
shaping public perception and influencing political decision-making.

Addressing Common Viewing Guide Questions

Many viewing guides for Iron Jawed Angels pose specific questions designed to
prompt critical thinking about the film's content and its historical
accuracy. Here are some frequently asked questions and their corresponding
answers.

Was Alice Paul's approach historically accurate?

Yes, Alice Paul and the National Woman's Party did employ tactics of civil
disobedience, picketing, and enduring harsh prison conditions, including
hunger strikes and force-feeding, as depicted in the film. While the film
takes some dramatic license for narrative purposes, the core of their
activism aligns with historical accounts.

How did the suffragists gain support?



Suffragists gained support through a multi-pronged approach including public
demonstrations, lobbying, education campaigns, and strategic use of the
media. The more confrontational tactics, like those employed by Alice Paul,
while controversial, also served to attract significant attention and force
the issue into public discourse.

What was the significance of the 19th Amendment?

The 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, ratified in 1920, granted women
the right to vote, marking a monumental victory for the suffrage movement. It
fundamentally changed the landscape of American democracy by enfranchising
half the population.

Why were women treated so poorly in prison?

The harsh treatment of suffragists in prison was a deliberate tactic by the
authorities to suppress dissent and discourage further activism. By
subjecting them to solitary confinement, unsanitary conditions, and physical
abuse, the government hoped to break their spirits. However, this
mistreatment often backfired, garnering public sympathy for the suffragists.

How did World War I affect the suffrage movement?

World War I created a complex situation for the suffrage movement. While some
suffragists supported the war effort to demonstrate women's patriotism and
capability, others, like Alice Paul, continued their protests, arguing that
the fight for democracy abroad should be accompanied by democracy at home.
The war did, however, create an environment where the government became more
sensitive to the image of America abroad, making the jailing of peaceful
protesters a point of criticism.

Evaluating the Film's Impact and Lasting Legacy

Iron Jawed Angels serves not only as a historical recounting but also as a
powerful reminder of the ongoing struggle for equality. Its impact lies in
its ability to connect audiences with the bravery of past activists and
inspire contemporary thought on social justice.



Inspiring Future Generations of Activists

The film's portrayal of resilience and strategic action offers a valuable
lesson for anyone involved in social justice movements. It demonstrates that
persistent, organized effort can lead to significant societal change, even in
the face of immense opposition.

Highlighting the Importance of Voting Rights

By detailing the fight for the vote, the film underscores its fundamental
importance in a democratic society. It reminds viewers that voting rights are
not guaranteed and must be actively protected and exercised.

Promoting Critical Thinking About Historical
Narratives

As a historical drama, Iron Jawed Angels encourages viewers to engage
critically with historical narratives, understanding that history is often
shaped by those who tell it. It prompts questions about which voices are
amplified and which are suppressed.

Additional Resources for Deeper Learning

For those who wish to delve further into the history of women's suffrage and
the figures featured in Iron Jawed Angels, a wealth of resources is
available.

Biographies of Alice Paul, Lucy Burns, and Ida B. Wells-Barnett

Academic articles and books on the American women's suffrage movement

Documentaries and archival footage related to the suffrage era

Websites of historical organizations and museums dedicated to women's
history



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes explored in 'Iron Jawed
Angels' that a viewing guide should cover?
A good viewing guide for 'Iron Jawed Angels' should highlight themes such as
the perseverance of activists, the struggles for women's suffrage, the use of
civil disobedience, the internal divisions within the suffrage movement, and
the societal resistance to change during that era.

How does 'Iron Jawed Angels' portray the different
strategies employed by suffragists?
The film depicts various strategies, including peaceful lobbying, public
demonstrations, parades, picketing, and more radical actions like civil
disobedience and hunger strikes. A viewing guide would explain these
different approaches and their effectiveness.

What historical figures are central to the narrative
of 'Iron Jawed Angels' and what should a viewing
guide emphasize about them?
Key figures like Alice Paul, Lucy Burns, and Ida Wells-Barnett are central. A
viewing guide should highlight their individual contributions, their
relationships, their ideological differences, and their impact on the
movement's direction.

What are the significant historical events depicted
in 'Iron Jawed Angels' that are crucial for
understanding the suffrage movement?
Important events include the Silent Sentinels' picketing of the White House,
the arrests and imprisonment of suffragists, their treatment in Occoquan
Workhouse, and the subsequent force-feeding during hunger strikes. A viewing
guide should contextualize these events.

How does the film address the intersectionality of
the women's suffrage movement, particularly
regarding race?
The film touches upon the complexities of race within the movement, notably
through the character of Ida Wells-Barnett and her struggles for inclusion. A
viewing guide should prompt discussion on how race impacted the suffrage
cause and the solidarity between different groups.



What can viewers learn about the public and
political opposition to women's suffrage from
watching 'Iron Jawed Angels'?
The film illustrates the intense opposition faced by suffragists, including
public ridicule, media hostility, arrests, and brutal treatment by
authorities and the public. A viewing guide can explore the justifications
and manifestations of this opposition.

What is the significance of the Silent Sentinels'
protest and how should a viewing guide discuss it?
The Silent Sentinels' continuous picketing of the White House was a
groundbreaking act of persistent, non-violent protest. A viewing guide should
explain its purpose, the risks involved, and how it pressured President
Wilson to address suffrage.

How does 'Iron Jawed Angels' portray the
psychological and physical toll of activism on the
suffragists?
The film powerfully shows the hardships endured, including imprisonment,
forced feeding, public humiliation, and exhaustion. A viewing guide should
encourage viewers to consider the personal sacrifices made by these women.

What are some effective discussion questions a
viewing guide could pose to encourage critical
thinking about the film's historical context and
relevance today?
Effective questions might include: 'How do the tactics used by the
suffragists in the film compare to modern social justice movements?', 'What
lessons can be learned from the internal debates within the suffrage
movement?', and 'In what ways is the fight for equality ongoing today?'

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles, each starting with and related to the themes of the
film "Iron Jawed Angels" and a viewing guide's answer key:

1. In Pursuit of the Vote: American Women's Struggle for Suffrage. This title
directly addresses the central theme of the film, focusing on the relentless
historical movement for women's right to vote. It would likely delve into the
strategies, challenges, and key figures involved in this pivotal period of
American history. The answer key would likely be referenced to understand



specific historical events or arguments presented in the film.

2. The Fight for Freedom: Early American Women's Activism. This book would
broaden the scope to include the foundational efforts of women in demanding
rights and challenging societal norms long before the height of the suffrage
movement. It would likely highlight the courage and resilience required for
early activism and provide context for the tactics seen in "Iron Jawed
Angels." The answer key might confirm the historical precedents for the
protests.

3. Suffragist Tactics and Civil Disobedience: A Historical Analysis. This
title zeroes in on the methods employed by suffragists, including the civil
disobedience often depicted in the film. It would likely explore the
philosophical underpinnings of these actions and their effectiveness in
generating public awareness and political pressure. The answer key would
likely clarify which specific tactics are discussed and their historical
impact.

4. Women of Principle: Biographies of Suffrage Leaders. This book would offer
in-depth looks at the lives and contributions of prominent women who
spearheaded the suffrage movement, like those featured in "Iron Jawed
Angels." It would explore their personal journeys, their unwavering
commitment to their cause, and the sacrifices they made. The answer key might
help students identify the key biographical details of these figures.

5. The Unfinished Revolution: The Long Road to Women's Rights. This title
suggests a broader historical narrative that extends beyond suffrage, framing
it as a crucial step in a larger, ongoing struggle for gender equality. It
would likely connect the suffrage movement to subsequent feminist
advancements and ongoing challenges. The answer key might help link specific
film events to this larger historical arc.

6. Voices from the Front Lines: Suffragist Memoirs and Letters. This book
would offer a more personal and intimate perspective on the suffrage movement
through primary source materials. It would allow readers to hear directly
from the women who experienced the struggles and triumphs firsthand. The
answer key could be instrumental in understanding the context and
significance of these personal accounts.

7. The Power of Protest: Strategies for Social Change. This title would focus
on the broader concept of protest as a tool for enacting social and political
change, using the suffrage movement as a case study. It would likely analyze
effective strategies of protest and their impact on public opinion and
policy. The answer key might help correlate the film's depictions of protest
with theoretical frameworks.

8. Against the Tide: Opposition to Women's Suffrage. This book would explore
the counter-movements and arguments that opposed women's right to vote,
providing a more complete picture of the historical landscape. Understanding
this opposition is crucial for appreciating the magnitude of the suffragists'
challenge. The answer key might help identify the specific arguments



presented by opponents in the film.

9. Iron Will, Iron Voices: The Legacy of the Suffrage Movement. This title
uses evocative language to capture the spirit of the suffragists and their
lasting impact. It would likely examine how the movement shaped American
society and inspired future generations of activists. The answer key could
help students articulate the film's central message about this legacy.
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