
is tithing under the law or grace

is tithing under the law or grace, a question that has sparked much discussion and theological debate
throughout Christian history. Understanding the biblical basis for tithing is crucial for believers seeking to
honor God with their finances. This article will delve into the nuances of tithing, examining its origins in the Old
Testament Law, its continuation in the New Testament, and the concept of giving as an act of grace. We will
explore whether tithing is a strict commandment binding on all believers today or a principle that flows from a
heart of gratitude and generosity. By dissecting relevant scriptures and considering different theological
perspectives, we aim to provide a comprehensive overview of the relationship between tithing, the Law, and the
spirit of grace that defines the New Covenant.

Understanding Tithing: A Biblical Foundation

Tithing in the Old Testament Law

Tithing, the practice of giving a tenth of one's income or produce, has deep roots in the Old Testament. It was
an integral part of the Mosaic Law, a covenant God established with the nation of Israel. This system of
giving was not merely a suggestion but a divine commandment with specific purposes outlined in the Torah.

The Origins of Tithing Before the Law

While tithing is strongly associated with the Law of Moses, its practice predates the giving of the Law at
Mount Sinai. Abraham, the father of faith, is recorded in Genesis 14:20 as giving a tenth of his spoils to
Melchizedek, the king of Salem and a priest of God Most High. This act demonstrates a recognition of God's
sovereignty and a commitment to acknowledging Him before the Law was formally instituted. Later, Jacob,
after his encounter with God at Bethel, vowed to give a tenth of all that God provided to him (Genesis
28:22), further illustrating an early principle of dedicating a portion to God.

Tithing as a Commandment within the Mosaic Law

The Mosaic Law codified tithing as a fundamental requirement for the Israelites. It was not a single
commandment but a series of tithes with distinct purposes. The primary tithe, often referred to as the Levitical
tithe, was for the support of the Levites, the priestly tribe who had no inheritance in the land but served in the
Tabernacle and later the Temple. Numbers 18:21-24 clearly states that the Levites were to receive the tithes
from the people of Israel. In return, the Levites themselves were to offer a tithe of what they received to the
Lord, which was presented to the priests (Numbers 18:25-28).

Beyond the Levitical tithe, there were other tithes mentioned. A second tithe was to be brought to Jerusalem to
be consumed in feasting and celebration before the Lord, fostering communal worship and remembrance
(Deuteronomy 14:22-27). A third tithe, often called the "poor tithe," was to be gathered every third year and
distributed to the Levites, sojourners, fatherless, and widows within their communities (Deuteronomy
14:28-29). These different tithes highlight that giving was a multifaceted aspect of Israelite life, designed to
sustain the religious system, provide for the needy, and promote joyous worship.



The Purpose of Tithing under the Law

The purposes of tithing under the Old Covenant were multifaceted. Primarily, it was an act of obedience and
recognition of God's ownership of all things. It was a way for the Israelites to acknowledge God as their
provider and to demonstrate their trust in Him. Furthermore, tithing served to support the Levites and priests,
who ministered in the Tabernacle and Temple, ensuring the continuation of religious service. It also played a
vital role in social welfare, caring for the marginalized within Israelite society. The tithe was, in essence, a
tangible expression of the covenant relationship between God and His people, reflecting their commitment to His
ways and His kingdom.

Tithing in the New Testament: Law or Grace?

The transition from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant under Jesus Christ raises important questions
about the applicability of Old Testament laws, including tithing. The teachings of Jesus and the writings of the
apostles provide insight into how believers should approach giving in the age of grace.

Jesus' Teachings on Tithing

Jesus addressed tithing directly in the Gospel of Matthew. In Matthew 23:23, He rebuked the Pharisees for
meticulously tithing their herbs while neglecting the weightier matters of the Law: justice, mercy, and
faithfulness. He stated, "You ought to have done these, without neglecting the others." This passage indicates
that Jesus did not abolish tithing but affirmed its importance within the context of the Law, while
simultaneously emphasizing the greater principles of righteousness. It's crucial to note that Jesus was speaking
to Jews living under the Mosaic Law, and His counsel was directed within that framework. His emphasis was on
the heart of the giver, suggesting that outward observance without inner righteousness was insufficient.

The Apostle Paul and Generous Giving

The Apostle Paul, a key figure in articulating New Testament theology, frequently wrote about the
importance of giving, particularly concerning the support of ministers and the needs of the early church. While
Paul does not explicitly command believers to give a specific tenth, his teachings emphasize principles of
generosity, cheerful giving, and sacrificial love. In 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, he instructs the Corinthian believers
to set aside money on the first day of the week "as he may prosper," to be collected for the needs of the saints.
This suggests a regular, systematic approach to giving, tailored to individual circumstances and capacity.

Paul's emphasis in 2 Corinthians 9:7 is often cited: "Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver." This verse highlights the importance of the
motive behind giving. Under grace, giving is not driven by legalistic obligation but by a transformed heart
motivated by love for God and others. This principle of cheerful, heart-driven giving stands in contrast to the
obligatory nature of tithes under the Law.

Is Tithing a Universal New Testament Command?

The debate continues on whether the specific percentage of ten percent, as established in the Old Testament
Law, is a mandatory requirement for New Testament believers. Some argue that since tithing was a pre-Law
principle and commended by Jesus, it remains a standard for all believers. Others contend that the New
Testament promotes a higher standard of giving, one that is generous, proportionate, and motivated by love



and grace, rather than a fixed percentage. This perspective suggests that while giving ten percent is a good
starting point or a minimum, believers are called to give as God prospers them, which could mean giving more
than ten percent.

Key arguments against a strict requirement of tithing in the New Testament include the absence of an explicit
command from Jesus or the apostles to tithe a specific tenth. The Old Testament tithe was also tied to the
Levitical priesthood and the Temple system, which have been fulfilled in Christ. The New Testament emphasizes
the principle of stewardship, where all that we have belongs to God, and we are called to manage it wisely and
generously for His purposes.

The Principle of Generosity and Stewardship Under Grace

The New Testament shifts the focus from the legalistic adherence to a specific percentage to a broader principle
of generous, cheerful, and proportionate giving, rooted in the spirit of grace and a transformed heart.

Giving as an Expression of Love and Gratitude

Under the New Covenant, giving is primarily an expression of love for God and gratitude for His abundant grace.
Having been forgiven and made new through Christ, believers are motivated to share God's blessings with others
and to support the work of the Kingdom. This giving flows from a heart overflowing with thankfulness, not
from a sense of duty or fear of punishment. The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross serves as the ultimate example of
giving, inspiring believers to live lives of generosity and selflessness.

Stewardship and Proportionate Giving

The concept of stewardship is central to Christian financial practice in the New Testament. Believers are called
to be faithful stewards of all that God has entrusted to them – their time, talents, and finances. This
stewardship involves managing resources wisely and using them for God's glory. Proportionate giving, often
discussed in the context of the New Testament, encourages believers to give a portion of their income that is
significant to their ability and context. While ten percent may have been the Old Testament standard, the New
Testament spirit encourages giving as God has prospered each individual, recognizing that God’s blessings vary.

The Spirit of Giving Beyond a Fixed Percentage

The emphasis in the New Testament is on the spirit in which we give. A believer who gives ten percent out of
obligation or to earn God's favor is not embracing the full spirit of grace. Conversely, a believer who, out of
love and gratitude, gives twenty, thirty, or even more, is demonstrating a heart transformed by the Gospel. The
focus is on the attitude of the heart – generosity, sacrifice, and a willingness to share God's bounty. This
principle encourages a lifelong commitment to giving that impacts all areas of life and reflects a deeper
relationship with God.

Ultimately, the question of whether tithing is under the law or grace is best answered by understanding the
transition from the Old Covenant to the New. While the specific tithes of the Old Testament were part of the
Law, the principle of giving a portion of one's income to God and supporting His work remains a vital aspect of
Christian discipleship. The New Testament encourages a spirit of generous, cheerful, and proportionate giving,
motivated by love and gratitude, rather than strict legalistic adherence to a fixed percentage. Believers are
called to be faithful stewards, offering their resources as an act of worship and a tangible expression of their
faith.



Frequently Asked Questions

Is tithing a requirement for Christians today, or was it exclusively a part
of the Old Testament Law?

The question of whether tithing is under the law or grace is a significant point of discussion among Christians.
While the practice of giving a tenth originated in the Old Testament Law, many theologians and believers argue
that principles of generous giving, taught and exemplified by Jesus and the apostles, extend beyond the Mosaic
Law and are applicable to Christians under grace. The emphasis shifts from a legalistic obligation to a
voluntary, heartfelt act of worship and support for ministry.

Did Jesus ever mention tithing, and what was his stance on it?

Yes, Jesus did mention tithing. In Matthew 23:23 and Luke 11:42, he addresses the Pharisees for meticulously
tithing their herbs while neglecting justice, mercy, and faithfulness. He states they 'ought to have done these,
without leaving the others undone.' This suggests Jesus affirmed the practice of tithing but prioritized the spirit
of the law over mere outward observance.

What is the difference between the Mosaic Law tithe and the New Testament
concept of giving?

The Mosaic Law tithe was a specific Levitical ordinance, often tied to supporting the Levites and priests,
funding national festivals, and caring for the poor. Under grace, the New Testament emphasizes a spirit of
sacrificial giving, generosity, and cheerfully contributing to the spread of the Gospel and the needs of the
church, motivated by love for God and gratitude for salvation, rather than a rigid legal requirement.

Does the New Testament explicitly command Christians to tithe?

The New Testament does not contain a direct, explicit command for Christians to tithe a specific tenth of their
income in the same way the Mosaic Law did. However, it extensively teaches about generosity, stewardship, and
giving proportionally to one's ability, often highlighting the principle of 'giving cheerfully' (2 Corinthians 9:7)
and supporting those who minister the word.

If tithing isn't a strict command for Christians, what principles should guide
their giving?

New Testament principles for giving include: generosity, sacrificial giving, giving cheerfully, giving according to
what one has (not necessarily a fixed percentage), supporting ministers and the church, and giving out of love
and gratitude for God's grace. The focus is on the heart and motive behind the giving, not just the amount or
the percentage.

Are there any passages in the New Testament that imply tithing continues
under grace?

Some interpretations point to passages like Hebrews 7, where Jesus is referred to as a 'priest forever in the
order of Melchizedek,' and Abraham's tithe to Melchizedek is mentioned. Proponents of continuing tithing argue
that this pre-Law tithe, and the association with Jesus' eternal priesthood, suggests a principle that
transcends the Mosaic Law. Others argue this is an analogy highlighting Jesus' superiority, not a mandate for
modern tithing.

How does the concept of grace affect the understanding of giving to God?

Grace fundamentally changes the motivation for giving. Instead of giving out of obligation to avoid punishment



or earn favor under the Law, Christians are called to give out of a response to God's immense grace and love
demonstrated in Christ. It becomes a joyful expression of freedom and a partnership in God's work, not a
transaction.

What are the common arguments for and against tithing being a New
Testament mandate?

Arguments for tithing being a New Testament mandate often cite Jesus' affirmation, the Old Testament precedent
as a moral principle, and passages like Hebrews 7. Arguments against it being a strict mandate emphasize the
absence of a direct New Testament command, the cessation of the Levitical priesthood, and the New Testament
emphasis on grace-motivated, cheerful, and proportional giving rather than a fixed percentage.

How should a believer decide how much to give if not strictly tithing?

Believers are encouraged to prayerfully consider their financial situation, their ability, and the needs of the
church and ministry. The New Testament promotes giving generously and cheerfully, not begrudgingly or under
compulsion. The focus is on a stewardship of all resources God has provided, discerning what level of giving
aligns with a heart of gratitude and love for God and others.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles, each starting with "i", related to the topic of tithing under law or grace, with short
descriptions:

1. i. The Covenant of Tithes: From Law to Liberty
This book explores the historical progression of tithing, examining its roots in Mosaic Law and its
transformation in the context of Christian grace. It delves into the Old Testament regulations, contrasting
them with New Testament principles of generous giving. The author argues that while the specific legal
framework has changed, the underlying principle of stewardship and supporting God's work remains.

2. i. Graceful Giving: Rethinking Tithes in the New Covenant
This title offers a contemporary perspective on tithing, emphasizing the freedom and generosity inherent in the
New Covenant. It challenges rigid interpretations of legalistic tithing and instead promotes a spirit of
voluntary, joyful, and sacrificial giving. The book aims to equip believers with a deeper understanding of how
grace informs their financial stewardship.

3. i. Under the Law or Under Grace? Tithing's True Foundation
This work directly addresses the central question of whether tithing is a mandatory legal obligation or a
principle embraced by grace. It meticulously analyzes biblical passages from both the Old and New Testaments
to present a balanced argument. The book guides readers toward a biblically sound approach to financial
giving that honors God.

4. i. The Spirit of the Tithe: Generosity Beyond Obligation
This book shifts the focus from obligation to the spirit of generosity that should characterize Christian
giving. It explores the motivations behind tithing, differentiating between legalistic duty and heartfelt devotion.
Readers will find encouragement to embrace a more profound and joyful practice of supporting ministry.

5. i. Unpacking Tithing: Legal Mandate or Graceful Principle?
This title provides a clear and accessible examination of the biblical arguments surrounding tithing. It dissects
the complexities of the law and grace, offering practical insights for contemporary Christians. The book aims
to demystify the concept of tithing and help individuals develop a personal theology of giving.

6. i. From Commandment to Covenant: Tithing in the Age of Grace
This scholarly yet readable book traces the evolution of tithing from its Old Testament legal context to its
expression within the New Covenant. It emphasizes how the principle of giving is empowered by grace and
motivated by love. The author provides a robust theological framework for understanding responsible



financial stewardship.

7. i. The Liberating Principle of Tithing: Lawful Duty vs. Graceful Choice
This book explores the liberating aspect of tithing when understood through the lens of grace rather than
legal obligation. It contrasts the burden of the law with the joy of voluntary giving that flows from a
grateful heart. The author encourages believers to embrace tithing as a grace-filled expression of their faith.

8. i. Tithing: A Legacy of Law or a Legacy of Love?
This title probes the underlying motivations and implications of tithing practices in the modern church. It
examines whether tithing is primarily driven by a sense of legalistic adherence or by a genuine outflow of love
and gratitude. The book encourages a re-evaluation of personal giving habits and their biblical underpinnings.

9. i. The Graceful Tithe: Stewardship in a New Era
This book presents tithing as a vital aspect of Christian stewardship, firmly rooted in the principles of grace. It
moves beyond strict adherence to Old Testament laws, highlighting the New Testament's emphasis on generous,
cheerful, and sacrificial giving. The author offers practical guidance for applying these principles in
contemporary financial life.
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