jan brett trouble with trolls

jan brett trouble with trolls is a beloved children's book that has captured
the imaginations of young readers for years. This charming story, penned and
illustrated by the renowned Jan Brett, takes readers on an adventure filled
with vibrant artwork and a delightful narrative about overcoming challenges.
Many parents and educators search for "Jan Brett trouble with trolls" to
understand the plot, discover its educational value, and find ways to engage
children with the book. This article delves deep into the world of Jan
Brett's "Trouble with Trolls," exploring its characters, themes, illustration
style, and the valuable lessons it imparts. Whether you're a parent looking
for a new bedtime story, a teacher seeking classroom resources, or simply a
fan of Jan Brett's work, you'll find comprehensive insights here.

The Enchanting World of Jan Brett's Trouble
with Trolls

Jan Brett's "Trouble with Trolls" transports readers to a whimsical world
where a brave young girl named Treva must confront a mischievous band of
trolls. The story unfolds in a captivating setting, rich with the details
that have become a hallmark of Jan Brett's illustrations. From the rugged
Norwegian landscape to the trolls' grumpy dispositions, every element is
brought to life with breathtaking artistry. This book isn't just a story;
it's an immersive experience that encourages children to engage with the
narrative on multiple levels. The central conflict revolves around Treva's
determination to retrieve her lost kite, a simple yet relatable childhood
experience that escalates into a series of comical encounters with the
trolls.

Unpacking the Narrative: Trouble with Trolls
Plot Summary

The core of "Trouble with Trolls" centers on Treva, a spirited young girl who
loses her bright red kite to an unexpected gust of wind. This gust, however,
carries the kite not to an ordinary place, but into the midst of a troll
village. The trolls, initially finding the kite a novel plaything, soon
discover it brings them nothing but annoyance. Each troll tries to use the
kite in their own way, leading to a cascade of humorous mishaps. Treva,
undeterred, ventures into the trolls' domain to reclaim her kite. Her journey
is fraught with challenges, as she must outsmart the grumpy trolls who guard
their newfound, albeit troublesome, possession.



Treva's Quest and the Trolls' Antics

Treva's determination to retrieve her kite is a central theme. She doesn't
succumb to fear but rather uses her wit and courage to navigate the troll-
infested landscape. The trolls, in their various forms and sizes, are
depicted with distinct personalities, each adding to the comedic chaos. They
try to fly the kite, use it as a blanket, and even attempt to wear it, all to
no avail. Their inability to harness the kite's "magic" or even use it
properly highlights their clumsy nature and provides ample opportunities for
visual humor. The escalating frustration of the trolls as they fail to
control the kite is a key driver of the plot, making Treva's eventual success
all the more satisfying.

The Resolution of the Troll Troubles

The climax of "Trouble with Trolls" sees Treva confronting the trolls
directly. Instead of resorting to force, she uses her understanding of the
trolls' nature and the kite's perceived "magic." She offers them a different
kind of entertainment, a trade that ultimately leads to the return of her
kite. The resolution is satisfying, teaching children that sometimes,
cleverness and diplomacy can be more effective than confrontation. The
trolls, presented as more comically inept than truly malicious, are
ultimately satisfied with Treva's solution, reinforcing the idea that even
difficult characters can be managed with the right approach.

Jan Brett's Signature Illustration Style in
Trouble with Trolls

One of the most compelling aspects of "Trouble with Trolls" is Jan Brett's
distinctive illustration style. Known for her intricate details, rich colors,
and ability to bring every character to life, Brett's artwork elevates this
story from a simple narrative to a visual masterpiece. Her illustrations are
not merely decorative; they are integral to the storytelling, providing
context, character depth, and often, subtle visual gags that children will
delight in discovering.

Detailed Environments and Character Design

Brett's landscapes in "Trouble with Trolls" are meticulously crafted, often
featuring decorative borders that add an extra layer of visual information
and artistry. The Norwegian setting is rendered with authenticity, showcasing
the beauty of the natural world. The trolls themselves are a testament to



Brett's imaginative character design. They are not just generic creatures;
each troll has a unique appearance and expression, conveying their moods and
actions through their facial features and body language. This attention to
detail makes the characters relatable and memorable, even the grumpy trolls.

The Visual Narrative: Beyond the Words

In "Trouble with Trolls," the illustrations often tell as much of the story
as the text does. Readers can follow the trolls' attempts to use the kite
simply by looking at the pictures, which makes the book incredibly engaging
for even very young children. The decorative borders, a signature element in
many of Jan Brett's books, also contribute to the overall narrative, often
hinting at what is to come or providing additional commentary on the
characters' actions. This visual storytelling is a key reason why Jan Brett's
books are so popular with children and adults alike.

Themes and Educational Value of Trouble with
Trolls

“Trouble with Trolls" offers several valuable themes and educational
opportunities for young readers. Beyond the entertainment value, the book
subtly imparts important life lessons that can foster personal growth and
understanding.

Courage and Problem-Solving

Treva's journey is a powerful example of courage and problem-solving. Facing
a group of intimidating trolls, she doesn't give up but instead devises a
plan to retrieve her cherished kite. This teaches children the importance of
facing their fears and finding creative solutions to challenges. The book
demonstrates that even when faced with adversity, a brave and resourceful
approach can lead to success.

Understanding and Empathy

While the trolls are initially presented as bothersome, the story also hints
at their underlying nature. Their inability to handle the kite effectively
suggests a lack of understanding or perhaps a different way of interacting
with the world. Treva's eventual solution, which satisfies the trolls, can be
interpreted as a lesson in empathy and finding common ground, even with those
who seem difficult. It encourages children to look beyond surface-level



grumpiness and consider different perspectives.

The Joy of Reading and Art Appreciation

For children and adults alike, "Trouble with Trolls" is an invitation to
appreciate the art of storytelling and illustration. Jan Brett's masterful
work encourages a love for reading by making the experience visually rich and
engaging. It also serves as an excellent introduction to art appreciation,
showcasing how detailed and expressive illustrations can enhance a narrative
and bring a story to life.

Engaging Children with Jan Brett's Trouble with
Trolls

There are numerous ways to enhance the reading experience of "Trouble with
Trolls" and foster a deeper connection with the story and its themes.

Interactive Reading Activities

e Read Aloud with Expression: Use different voices for Treva and the
various trolls to bring the characters to life.

e Spot the Details: Encourage children to find specific elements in the
illustrations, like different types of trolls or details in the

decorative borders.

e Predicting the Story: Pause at certain points and ask children what they
think will happen next.

Creative Extensions

Following the reading of "Trouble with Trolls," children can engage in a
variety of creative activities:

e Drawing and Crafting: Have children draw their own trolls or design
their own kites. They could also create troll masks or puppets.

e Writing Their Own Stories: Encourage children to write their own



"trouble with" stories, perhaps involving different creatures or
objects.

* Role-Playing: Act out scenes from the book, with children taking on the
roles of Treva and the trolls.

Connecting to Other Jan Brett Books

For fans of "Trouble with Trolls," exploring other works by Jan Brett can
provide a consistent and enriching reading experience. Books like "The
Mitten," "The Owl and the Pussy-cat," and "Hedgie's Surprise" share the same
exquisite illustration style and engaging storytelling, allowing children to
discover more of Jan Brett's magical world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main conflict in Jan Brett's 'The
Trouble with Trolls'?

The main conflict revolves around a group of mischievous trolls who steal a
little girl's rock collection and hide them in their cave, causing trouble
for her and the forest animals.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Trouble with Trolls'?

The protagonist is a young girl named Jade, who is determined to get her
stolen rocks back from the troublesome trolls.

What makes the trolls in Jan Brett's book so unique?

The trolls are characterized by their mischievous nature, their love for
shiny things (like Jade's rocks), and their distinct physical appearances,
often adorned with colorful clothes and accessories.

How does Jade ultimately resolve the conflict with
the trolls?

Jade outsmarts the trolls by offering them a trade: a collection of shiny
buttons and marbles in exchange for her beloved rocks.

What themes are explored in 'The Trouble with



Trolls'?

The book explores themes of problem-solving, negotiation, resourcefulness,
and the idea that even mischievous creatures can be reasoned with through
cleverness and a bit of kindness.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to "The Trouble with Trolls," with
descriptions:

1. I'm the Tiniest Troll: This charming story follows a young troll who feels
insignificant compared to his boisterous siblings. He sets out to prove that
even the smallest among them can achieve great things. Readers will be
delighted by his quest to find his own unique talents and make his mark. The
illustrations capture the spirit of the Norwegian countryside and the
relatable struggles of a child wanting to be noticed.

2. In the Shadow of the Mountain: Set in the same enchanting landscape as Jan
Brett's troll tales, this book introduces a family of trolls who live in a
secluded valley. They must band together when a mysterious darkness begins to
creep down from the surrounding peaks. It's a tale of courage, cooperation,
and overcoming fear when faced with the unknown. The narrative emphasizes the
importance of community and shared responsibility.

3. It's Not Easy Being Green: This humorous picture book centers on a grumpy
troll named Grumbles who believes being green is a terrible curse. He tries

various methods to change his color, encountering woodland creatures who try
to convince him of the beauty of his natural hue. Through his misadventures,
Grumbles learns to appreciate his unique qualities and the advantages of his
emerald skin. It’s a fun exploration of self-acceptance.

4. Into the Enchanted Forest: A brave young girl named Elara ventures into a
magical forest rumored to be filled with mischievous trolls. She seeks a
legendary flower to help her ailing grandmother. Along her journey, she
encounters various creatures and learns about the delicate balance of the
forest and the trolls' role within it. The story is rich with folklore and
the wonder of nature's secrets.

5. If You Give a Troll a Treasure: This book plays on the classic "If You
Give a Mouse a Cookie" structure, following a chain reaction of events when a
troll is given a shiny, precious treasure. Each action leads to a new, often
comical, demand or consequence. It’s a delightful way to explore cause and
effect with a whimsical troll twist. The cumulative narrative is perfect for
engaging young readers.

6. In Winter's Grip: This story features a clan of trolls who are known for
their stoic nature and deep connection to the cold, snowy mountains. When an
unusually harsh winter threatens their survival, they must rely on ancient
wisdom and the help of the animals to endure. It's a tale of resilience,



tradition, and the quiet strength found in nature's harshest seasons. The
detailed artwork brings the frosty landscape to life.

7. Is That My Troll?: A little troll named Pip is convinced that the strange
noises and disturbances around his home are caused by an unwelcome intruder.
He sets off on an adventure to discover the source, only to find that the
"intruder" is much closer than he thinks and might even be a friend. This
book is a gentle introduction to problem-solving and looking beyond
appearances. It emphasizes that what seems scary might just be misunderstood.

8. Imagining the Wildwood: This imaginative book explores the dreams and
fantasies of a young troll who loves to draw and create. He spends his days
in the forest, sketching the fantastical creatures he believes inhabit it,
including friendly giants and playful sprites. His vivid imagination helps
him overcome a period of loneliness and connect with the real world around
him. The narrative encourages creativity and the power of thought.

9. It's Troll Time!: This energetic book is all about the joyous routines and
playful antics of a troll family. From waking up to enjoying hearty meals and
playing games, the story highlights the fun and chaos of everyday troll life.
It’s a celebration of family bonds and the simple pleasures that fill their
days. The rhythmic text makes it a great read-aloud, full of laughter and
charm.
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