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jekyll and hyde study guide The enduring power of Robert Louis Stevenson's
novella, Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, continues to captivate
readers and scholars alike, making it a staple in literary analysis and
classroom study. This comprehensive guide is designed to equip you with the
knowledge and insights necessary to delve deep into Stevenson's exploration
of duality, morality, and the darker aspects of human nature. We will dissect
the complex characters of Dr. Henry Jekyll and his sinister alter ego, Edward
Hyde, examine the novel's intricate plot, and explore the profound themes
that resonate even today. Whether you're a student preparing for an exam or a
literary enthusiast eager to understand this classic work, this jekyll and
hyde study guide will provide a thorough examination of its key elements,
including symbolism, narrative structure, and historical context. Prepare to
unravel the mysteries of Victorian London and the unsettling psychological
landscape presented by Stevenson.

Introduction to Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

Historical Context and Authorial Intent

Character Analysis: Dr. Henry Jekyll

Character Analysis: Mr. Edward Hyde

Key Themes and Symbolism

Plot Summary and Narrative Structure

Critical Interpretations and Literary Significance

Study Questions and Essay Topics

Understanding The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde

Robert Louis Stevenson's The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a
seminal work of Gothic fiction, first published in 1886. It delves into the
complex duality of human nature, exploring the eternal struggle between good
and evil that resides within every individual. The novella is renowned for
its suspenseful narrative, its psychological depth, and its enduring
commentary on Victorian society's repression and hypocrisy.

Historical Context and Authorial Intent

Understanding the Victorian era is crucial for grasping the nuances of
Stevenson's work. The late 19th century was a period of significant
scientific advancement, social upheaval, and a pervasive sense of moral
anxiety. The rise of scientific theories, particularly in psychology and



biology, began to challenge traditional religious and philosophical
understandings of the human mind and soul. Stevenson, like many of his
contemporaries, was fascinated by these developments and how they intersected
with societal expectations of respectability and decorum.

Victorian Society and Morality

Victorian England was characterized by a strict social code and an emphasis
on outward appearances. This era often saw a stark contrast between public
morality and private desires. Stevenson's novella can be seen as a direct
reflection of this societal tension, where the respectable facade of figures
like Dr. Jekyll hid a more primal and unrestrained nature, embodied by Hyde.
The novella critiques the superficiality and repression inherent in such a
rigid social structure.

Scientific Advancements and Psychology

The burgeoning field of psychology, with its attempts to understand the
subconscious and the complexities of the human psyche, provided fertile
ground for Stevenson's exploration. The idea that personality could be
divided or altered, and that scientific intervention might unlock hidden
aspects of the self, was both intriguing and terrifying. Stevenson's
portrayal of Jekyll's scientific experiment reflects these contemporary
anxieties and curiosities about what science could reveal and potentially
unleash.

Character Analysis: Dr. Henry Jekyll

Dr. Henry Jekyll is presented as a respected, intelligent, and benevolent
physician in Victorian London. He is a man of science, driven by a desire to
understand and separate the good and evil aspects of his own personality.
Jekyll embodies the societal ideal of a gentleman, yet he harbors a hidden
ambition to explore the darker, more instinctual side of human nature without
compromising his reputation or social standing.

Jekyll's Motivations and Experiments

Jekyll's primary motivation for his experiment stems from his belief that man
is not truly one, but truly two, or rather, that he is compounded of a
duality. He desires to alleviate the burden of these opposing natures by
creating a potion that can physically manifest and separate them. His initial
success in separating his good and evil selves, however, leads to unforeseen
and devastating consequences, as the "evil" side, Hyde, begins to gain
dominance.



Jekyll's Internal Conflict

The central conflict within Dr. Jekyll is his internal struggle with his own
duality. He initially views his experiment as a scientific triumph and a
means of personal liberation, allowing him to indulge in pleasures without
consequence. However, he gradually loses control as Hyde's power and desires
become increasingly potent. Jekyll's descent into despair and his ultimate
inability to contain Hyde highlight the inherent dangers of suppressing or
attempting to compartmentalize one's true nature.

Character Analysis: Mr. Edward Hyde

Edward Hyde is the physical embodiment of Dr. Jekyll's repressed desires and
darker impulses. He is depicted as a loathsome, distorted, and brutish
figure, repulsive to all who encounter him. Hyde represents pure evil,
untamed by conscience or societal constraint. His physical appearance is
unsettlingly deformed, suggesting a corruption that goes beyond mere moral
failing.

Hyde's Nature and Actions

Hyde is characterized by his violence, cruelty, and complete lack of empathy.
His first major act of violence, the trampling of a young girl, sets the
stage for his depravity. He is driven by primal urges and finds pleasure in
inflicting pain and chaos. As the novella progresses, Hyde's actions become
increasingly bold and dangerous, culminating in murder, demonstrating his
growing independence from Jekyll and his unchecked malevolence.

The Growing Influence of Hyde

A critical aspect of the jekyll and hyde study is understanding how Hyde's
influence over Jekyll grows. Initially, Jekyll can transform into Hyde at
will. However, as the story unfolds, Jekyll finds himself involuntarily
transforming into Hyde. This signifies Hyde's increasing power, a
manifestation of Jekyll's own unchecked indulgence and the erosion of his
will. Hyde's existence becomes a parasitic force, consuming Jekyll's life and
sanity.

Key Themes and Symbolism

Stevenson masterfully weaves a tapestry of profound themes and potent symbols
throughout the novella. These elements contribute to the work's enduring
relevance and its power to provoke thought and discussion.



The Duality of Human Nature

The most prominent theme is the inherent duality of human nature, the
constant interplay between good and evil that exists within every person.
Jekyll's experiment is a literal attempt to separate these forces, but the
novella argues that they are inextricably linked. The story suggests that by
attempting to excise the "evil," one risks amplifying it or losing control
entirely.

Repression and Victorian Hypocrisy

The novella serves as a critique of Victorian society's strict moral codes
and the hypocrisy that often accompanied them. Dr. Jekyll’s respectable
public life contrasts sharply with the clandestine freedoms he seeks through
Hyde. The pressure to maintain appearances forces individuals to suppress
their true desires, leading to internal turmoil and the potential for
explosive outbursts, as exemplified by Hyde's actions.

Appearance vs. Reality

Stevenson constantly plays with the theme of appearance versus reality. Dr.
Jekyll's outward appearance of respectability masks his inner turmoil and the
monstrous entity he has created. Conversely, Hyde's grotesque appearance
reflects his inner corruption. The novella challenges readers to look beyond
superficial appearances and consider the hidden truths that lie beneath the
surface.

Science and the Supernatural

The novella explores the intersection of scientific ambition and the
potential for unintended, almost supernatural consequences. Jekyll's
scientific endeavors lead him to tamper with the fundamental nature of
humanity, blurring the lines between scientific inquiry and a Faustian
bargain. The mysterious nature of the potion and its effects also lends a
sense of the uncanny and the supernatural to the narrative.

Symbolism of Transformation

The physical transformation between Jekyll and Hyde is a powerful symbol of
the internal transformation that occurs as one succumbs to their darker
impulses. The fog that often shrouds London in the novella can also be seen
as symbolic of the moral ambiguity and confusion that permeates the story,
obscuring clear lines of judgment and identity.



Plot Summary and Narrative Structure

The narrative of The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is structured in
a way that gradually reveals the horrifying truth, building suspense and
intrigue. The story is primarily told through the perspective of Mr.
Utterson, a lawyer and close friend of Dr. Jekyll.

Utterson's Investigation

The novella begins with Utterson's concern over Jekyll's will, which leaves
his entire fortune to the mysterious and universally despised Mr. Hyde.
Utterson's attempts to understand the nature of Hyde and his relationship
with Jekyll drive the plot forward. He encounters various characters who
share their unsettling experiences with Hyde, all of whom find him profoundly
disturbing.

Key Events and Revelations

The trampling of a young girl by Hyde, witnessed by Mr. Enfield.

The murder of Sir Danvers Carew by Hyde.

Jekyll's increasing reclusiveness and erratic behavior.

Dr. Lanyon's cryptic account of a shocking revelation.

Jekyll's final confession, detailing the true nature of his experiments
and the horror of his transformation into Hyde.

Narrative Perspective

The choice of Mr. Utterson as the narrator is crucial. As a rational and
sober observer, his confusion and growing unease reflect the reader's own
journey of discovery. The inclusion of Dr. Lanyon's letter and Jekyll's final
confession provides direct, albeit fragmented, insights into the central
mystery, culminating in the full revelation of the man-monster Jekyll.

Critical Interpretations and Literary
Significance

Since its publication, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde has been
subject to numerous critical interpretations, cementing its place as a
cornerstone of English literature. Its exploration of psychological, social,
and philosophical themes continues to resonate with readers and critics.



Psychological Readings

Many critics view the novella as an early exploration of psychological
concepts, predating much of modern psychoanalysis. The struggle between
Jekyll and Hyde is often interpreted as a representation of the id, ego, and
superego, or the conscious and subconscious aspects of the psyche. The
novella is seen as a cautionary tale about the dangers of exploring the
unconscious without proper understanding or control.

Social Commentary

Beyond its psychological dimensions, the work is also recognized for its
sharp social commentary. It critiques the restrictive nature of Victorian
society, arguing that its suppression of natural human desires can lead to
the emergence of monstrous behaviors. The novella suggests that the very
societal structures designed to uphold morality can, in fact, create the
conditions for its perversion.

Enduring Legacy

The terms "Jekyll and Hyde" have entered the common lexicon to describe a
person who exhibits wildly alternating or contradictory traits. The story's
influence can be seen in countless subsequent works of literature, film, and
theatre that explore themes of duality, identity, and the darker side of
human nature. Its enduring popularity is a testament to its powerful and
timeless examination of the human condition.

Study Questions and Essay Topics

To further enhance your understanding of The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde, consider the following questions and essay topics that encourage
deeper analysis and critical thinking.

Analytical Questions

How does Stevenson use the character of Mr. Utterson to build suspense
and guide the reader's understanding of the mystery?

Analyze the physical descriptions of Hyde and discuss what they reveal
about his character and the novella's themes.

To what extent can Dr. Jekyll be held responsible for Hyde's actions?

Explore the role of societal expectations in driving Dr. Jekyll's
experiment and its tragic outcomes.

Discuss the symbolic significance of setting, such as the fog and the



contrasting respectable house with the sinister laboratory.

Essay Topic Suggestions

When crafting an essay on The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,
consider focusing on one of the following areas:

The novella as a critique of Victorian morality and societal repression.

The psychological interpretation of the Jekyll-Hyde duality.

The theme of appearance versus reality and its manifestation in the
characters and plot.

The literary techniques used by Stevenson to create suspense and horror.

The enduring relevance of the novella's exploration of human nature in
contemporary society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core conflict in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde'?

The core conflict revolves around the duality of human nature, specifically
the struggle between good and evil embodied by Dr. Henry Jekyll and his alter
ego, Edward Hyde.

What is the symbolic significance of Mr. Hyde?

Mr. Hyde symbolizes the repressed, primal, and darker aspects of human nature
– the desires and impulses that civilization and morality typically suppress.
He represents unchecked egoism and unrestrained id.

What does Dr. Jekyll's experiment represent?

Jekyll's experiment represents humanity's age-old desire to separate the good
from the evil within, to explore the 'unfettered' parts of the self, and the
dangerous consequences of tampering with fundamental aspects of one's
identity.

How does Victorian society influence the themes in
'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

Victorian society's emphasis on respectability, repression of desires, and
strict social codes directly informs the novel's exploration of hidden lives,
hypocrisy, and the internal struggles that result from these pressures.



What is the role of narrative perspective in the
novella?

The novella is primarily told from the perspective of Mr. Utterson, a lawyer.
This limited, external perspective gradually reveals the mystery, mirroring
the reader's own growing unease and eventual understanding of Jekyll's
predicament.

What is the significance of the physical
transformations between Jekyll and Hyde?

The physical transformations are not just external changes but represent the
internal alteration and dominance of Hyde's personality over Jekyll's. Hyde
is consistently described as smaller, deformed, and repulsive, suggesting the
degradation that comes with embracing evil.

What does the ending of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'
suggest about the nature of good and evil?

The ending suggests that good and evil are inextricably linked within a
single individual and that attempting to separate them is ultimately
destructive. It implies that the potential for evil resides in everyone and
can emerge if unchecked.

Who is Mr. Utterson and what is his role in the
story?

Mr. Utterson is Dr. Jekyll's lawyer and closest friend. He acts as the
primary investigator into the strange events surrounding Jekyll and Hyde,
driven by loyalty and concern for his friend. He represents reason and
conventional morality.

What are some common literary devices used in 'Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

Common literary devices include symbolism (Hyde, the fog, London),
foreshadowing (early hints of Jekyll's decline), dramatic irony (the reader's
eventual knowledge of the truth before some characters), and Gothic elements
(mystery, suspense, horror, a sense of the uncanny).

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles, each starting with , that relate to a "Jekyll and
Hyde study guide":

1. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. This is the foundational
novella itself, essential for any study. It explores themes of duality,
repression, and the dark side of human nature through the story of a
respectable doctor and his terrifying alter ego. Understanding this text
directly is the first step in any analysis.

2. Analyzing the Dual Nature: Jekyll and Hyde. This guide would likely delve
into the psychological complexities of Stevenson's characters. It would



dissect their motivations, the societal pressures that contribute to their
transformation, and the philosophical implications of their shared existence.
Expect discussions on Victorian morality and the scientific advancements of
the era.

3. Victorian Morality and the Double Life. This book would contextualize the
novella within its historical period. It would examine the rigid social norms
and expectations of Victorian England, and how these might have fueled the
need for secrecy and the creation of a hidden self. The study would likely
touch upon hypocrisy and the era's anxieties.

4. The Gothic Imagination: Stevenson's Legacy. Focusing on the genre, this
title suggests an exploration of how Stevenson employed gothic elements. It
would likely discuss the use of suspense, the uncanny, and the macabre to
convey the story's unsettling themes. The book might also explore Stevenson's
place within the broader tradition of gothic literature.

5. Psychoanalytic Perspectives on Jekyll and Hyde. This guide would apply
Freudian or other psychoanalytic theories to the characters. It would likely
analyze the id, ego, and superego as represented by Jekyll and Hyde. The book
could explore concepts like repression, sublimation, and the manifestation of
unconscious desires.

6. Literary Criticism of Stevenson's Masterpiece. This volume would offer a
collection of scholarly essays and critical interpretations of the novella.
It would likely cover various theoretical approaches, from feminist to post-
structuralist, providing a wide range of perspectives on the text's meaning
and significance. This is ideal for advanced study.

7. The Philosophy of Duality: Exploring Stevenson's Themes. This book would
concentrate on the philosophical underpinnings of the story. It might examine
ideas about human nature, free will, and the inherent conflict between good
and evil. The study could also draw connections to other philosophical works
that explore similar concepts.

8. Adaptations and Reinterpretations of Jekyll and Hyde. This guide would
explore the novella's influence and how it has been transformed across
different media. It might analyze film, theatre, and later literary works
that have drawn inspiration from Stevenson's original. The focus would be on
how the core themes evolve in new contexts.

9. Understanding Symbolism in Jekyll and Hyde. This title suggests a close
reading of the symbolic elements within the novella. It would likely analyze
the significance of setting, character names, and specific objects or events
in conveying deeper meanings. The study would aim to unlock the text's rich
layers of symbolism.
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