
jesus the man barbara thiering

jesus the man barbara thiering ignites a fascinating debate about the historical Jesus, challenging traditional
portrayals and offering a compelling, alternative perspective. This article delves into the groundbreaking
research of Barbara Thiering, an Australian scholar, whose controversial theories, particularly those
presented in her book "Jesus the Man," have reshaped discussions around the Gospels and the life of Jesus Christ.
We will explore her unique methodologies, her interpretations of the Dead Sea Scrolls and biblical texts, and
the specific claims she makes about Jesus’s personal life, his relationships, and his earthly mission. Examining
Thiering’s work provides a critical lens through which to understand ongoing scholarly efforts to
reconstruct the historical Jesus, moving beyond purely theological interpretations to a more grounded, human
understanding.

Table of Contents

Understanding Barbara Thiering's Approach to Jesus

The Dead Sea Scrolls and Thiering's Interpretations

Jesus's Family and Relationships: A New Perspective

Jesus the Man: Thiering's Key Assertions

Critical Reception and Scholarly Debate on Thiering's Theories

Legacy and Ongoing Influence of Barbara Thiering's Work

Understanding Barbara Thiering's Approach to Jesus

Barbara Thiering, an independent scholar, approached the study of Jesus of Nazareth with a distinctive
methodology rooted in textual analysis and a critical examination of historical and religious documents. Her
work is characterized by a rigorous, albeit unconventional, interpretation of primary sources, including the
Gospels, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and other ancient texts. Thiering's central thesis posits that the Gospels are
not straightforward historical accounts but rather coded documents, allegorical narratives that conceal a
more literal, historical reality. This approach to Jesus the man requires a deep dive into the linguistic nuances
and contextual understandings of the period. She sought to strip away layers of theological accretion and
later interpolations to reveal the human figure at the core of the Christian tradition.

Her academic background, particularly in history and ancient languages, provided her with the tools to engage
in such detailed textual exegesis. Thiering’s scholarly endeavors were not about debunking Jesus’s existence,
but rather about understanding his life and teachings through a lens unburdened by centuries of dogmatic
interpretation. This involved identifying what she believed to be hidden meanings and symbolic language within the
biblical narratives, suggesting that certain events and figures were represented metaphorically to protect
sensitive historical information or to conform to prevailing literary conventions of the time. The focus on
Jesus the man emphasizes his earthly existence, his relationships, and his role within the socio-political
landscape of first-century Judea.



The Dead Sea Scrolls and Thiering's Interpretations

A cornerstone of Barbara Thiering's research into Jesus the man lies in her controversial interpretations of the
Dead Sea Scrolls. She proposed that these ancient Jewish texts, discovered at Qumran, held vital clues to
understanding the historical Jesus and the context of his ministry. Thiering argued that certain scrolls,
particularly those describing the Teacher of Righteousness and other figures, contained coded references to
individuals and events of the New Testament period. Her analysis suggested that the Teacher of Righteousness
was, in fact, Jesus himself, or at least a precursor to him, and that the scrolls offered an insider's perspective
on the early Christian movement.

Thiering’s method involved a form of "chronological cryptography," where she meticulously analyzed dates,
names, and events mentioned in the scrolls and compared them with Gospel accounts. She believed that by
deciphering these apparent codes, she could reconstruct a more accurate chronology of Jesus’s life and identify
the actual individuals who played significant roles in his story. This included identifying figures like John the
Baptist, Mary Magdalene, and even Jesus's apostles, not just as religious leaders but as participants in specific
political and social movements of the era. Her work on the Dead Sea Scrolls, therefore, aimed to provide a
tangible historical framework for understanding Jesus the man, situating him within a specific Jewish sect and its
internal dynamics.

Decoding the Qumran Scrolls for Jesus's Biography

Thiering's approach to decoding the Qumran scrolls was highly specific. She identified recurring themes and
patterns, particularly relating to community rules, eschatological expectations, and the persecution of the
"wicked priest." She posited that these elements were allegorical representations of Jesus's own experiences and
the opposition he faced. For instance, she interpreted the "Manasseh" mentioned in some scrolls as a coded
reference to Jesus. This intricate deciphering process, while widely debated, was her attempt to bridge the gap
between the archaeological evidence and the Gospel narratives, thereby illuminating the historical Jesus.

The Teacher of Righteousness as Jesus

One of Thiering's most provocative claims is the identification of the Teacher of Righteousness with Jesus. She
argued that the descriptions of the Teacher’s persecution, his teachings, and his eventual death and
resurrection mirrored events in Jesus’s life. This interpretation led her to suggest that the early Jesus movement
was deeply intertwined with the Essene community or a similar sect associated with the Dead Sea Scrolls.
Understanding Jesus the man through this lens places him not as a singular, divine entity, but as a charismatic
leader within a specific Jewish sect, grappling with the social and religious currents of his time.

Jesus's Family and Relationships: A New Perspective

Barbara Thiering’s examination of Jesus the man extended significantly into his personal life, proposing a more
human and historically grounded understanding of his family and relationships. She challenged the traditional
Christian narrative of Jesus as solely divine and celibate, suggesting instead that he had a wife and children,
and engaged in complex familial and social networks. This perspective is crucial for grasping Thiering’s overall
re-evaluation of the historical Jesus, moving him from a purely spiritual icon to a man embedded within the
realities of first-century Jewish society.

Her analysis of certain Gospel passages and the Dead Sea Scrolls led her to identify specific individuals as
members of Jesus’s family or close companions, going beyond the disciples. This included proposing that Mary
Magdalene was not merely a follower but was married to Jesus. Thiering’s work suggested that the emphasis on



Jesus’s divine nature and his detachment from worldly ties was a later theological development, designed to
elevate his status and create a unique spiritual authority. By focusing on Jesus the man, she sought to
uncover the earthly dimensions of his life, including his emotional connections and familial responsibilities.

Mary Magdalene as Jesus's Wife

Perhaps the most publicized aspect of Thiering’s research is her assertion that Mary Magdalene was Jesus’s wife.
She based this claim on her interpretation of various biblical texts, including the Gospel of John and symbolic
references within the Dead Sea Scrolls. Thiering argued that the Gospel of Philip, for example, which mentions
Jesus kissing Mary Magdalene "many times," was not indicative of spiritual affection alone, but of marital
intimacy. This interpretation of Jesus the man and his closest companion fundamentally alters the traditional
understanding of his personal life and the early Christian community.

Jesus's Children and Lineage

Building upon the idea of a marital relationship, Thiering also suggested that Jesus had children. She posited
that certain biblical passages and historical traditions, which have been largely overlooked or reinterpreted
theologically, could point to a lineage descending from Jesus. This aspect of her work further reinforces her
portrayal of Jesus the man as a fully human figure who participated in the fundamental biological and social
realities of procreation and family life. Her claims here aim to place Jesus within the historical continuum of
human experience, rather than solely as an otherworldly being.

Jesus the Man: Thiering's Key Assertions

Barbara Thiering’s research culminates in a series of bold assertions about Jesus the man that challenge
mainstream theological and historical interpretations. Her work systematically reinterprets key biblical
narratives and historical texts to construct a portrait of Jesus that is decidedly more human, more worldly,
and more integrated into the political and social struggles of his time. These assertions are foundational to
her unique contribution to the ongoing quest for the historical Jesus.

Her primary argument is that the Gospels are essentially coded biographies, intentionally disguised to protect
sensitive information or to adhere to literary conventions. This cryptographic approach allows her to re-
examine familiar stories and identify individuals and events that were historically present but symbolically
represented. The emphasis is always on uncovering the earthly Jesus, the man who lived, breathed, and interacted
within the complex societal framework of first-century Palestine. This is not about diminishing his spiritual
significance but about understanding his human reality first.

The Gospels as Coded Documents

Thiering’s core thesis is that the canonical Gospels are not literal historical records but rather allegorical
and coded documents. She believed that the authors intentionally used symbolism, metaphors, and veiled
language to convey hidden meanings. This interpretation allows her to identify figures and events that she
claims were deliberately obscured. For example, she suggested that Jesus’s miracles were often symbolic
accounts of healing social or political ills, and that his parables held deeper, literal historical references to
specific individuals and events related to Jesus the man.



Jesus's Role in Jewish Sectarianism

Her research strongly links Jesus to specific Jewish sects of the time, particularly the Essenes or related
groups associated with the Dead Sea Scrolls. Thiering proposed that Jesus was not an isolated prophet but
was deeply involved in the internal debates and conflicts within Judaism. She saw his teachings and actions as
part of a broader movement seeking religious and social reform. Understanding Jesus the man in this context
means recognizing his engagement with contemporary Jewish thought and practice, including his participation in
sectarian disputes.

The Historical Jesus vs. the Christ of Faith

A significant outcome of Thiering's work is her distinction between the historical Jesus and the Christ of faith.
She argued that the early Church and subsequent theological developments created a divine Christ figure,
which obscured the reality of Jesus the man. By stripping away later theological embellishments, Thiering
sought to reveal the authentic historical figure who walked the earth, emphasizing his human struggles, his
relationships, and his earthly mission. This approach invites believers and scholars alike to re-examine their
understanding of Jesus.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Debate on Thiering's Theories

Barbara Thiering's theories regarding Jesus the man have generated considerable debate and controversy within
academic and religious circles. While her meticulous approach to textual analysis has been acknowledged by
some, her conclusions have often been met with skepticism and strong opposition from mainstream scholars. The
unconventional nature of her interpretations of the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Gospels, particularly her
cryptographic methods, has been a primary source of contention.

Many biblical scholars and historians have criticized Thiering's methodology, arguing that her "chronological
cryptography" is subjective and lacks rigorous evidential support. They contend that her tendency to find
coded messages where others see conventional literary devices or theological expressions is not a reliable
method for historical reconstruction. The identification of figures like Mary Magdalene as Jesus's wife and her
claims about Jesus having children are particularly contentious, as they deviate sharply from widely accepted
historical and theological understandings of Jesus's life.

Methodological Criticisms of Thiering's Work

The primary criticism leveled against Thiering concerns her methodology. Scholars question the validity of her
cryptographic approach, arguing that it is too speculative and allows for the imposition of preconceived
notions onto the texts. Critics point out that her interpretations often rely on finding coincidental similarities
rather than demonstrable historical connections. The lack of external corroboration for many of her specific
claims about Jesus the man further weakens her case in the eyes of the academic establishment.

The Impact on Mainstream Biblical Scholarship

While Thiering’s theories have not become mainstream, they have undoubtedly contributed to the ongoing
discourse surrounding the historical Jesus. Her work has pushed scholars to engage more critically with the
Gospels and to consider alternative interpretations of the available evidence. The debate her theories have
sparked highlights the challenges inherent in reconstructing the life of a figure from antiquity, particularly one



whose story has been so heavily shaped by faith and tradition. The focus on Jesus the man continues to be a
vital area of academic inquiry, and Thiering’s contributions, however controversial, have added a unique
dimension to this discussion.

Legacy and Ongoing Influence of Barbara Thiering's Work

The legacy of Barbara Thiering's work on Jesus the man remains a topic of discussion and scholarly engagement,
even years after her most influential publications. While she did not achieve widespread acceptance for her most
radical claims, her research has undeniably carved a niche in the broader conversation about the historical
Jesus. Her persistent questioning of traditional interpretations and her commitment to a deeply textual
approach have inspired a segment of independent researchers and those interested in alternative historical
narratives.

Thiering’s influence can be seen in the continued interest in the Dead Sea Scrolls as a potential source for
understanding the context of early Christianity. Her emphasis on exploring the human aspects of Jesus’s life, his
relationships, and his engagement with the social and political realities of his time continues to resonate with
scholars seeking to move beyond purely theological frameworks. Although her specific cryptographic methods
are rarely adopted, her underlying drive to uncover a grounded, historical Jesus continues to inform and
stimulate discussions in the field of biblical studies and beyond, encouraging a more critical and multifaceted
examination of religious history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central premise of Barbara Thiering's book 'Jesus the Man'?

Barbara Thiering's central premise in 'Jesus the Man' is that Jesus was a married man who had children, a concept
that challenges traditional Christian interpretations of Jesus' life and celibacy.

What evidence does Thiering cite to support her claims about Jesus' marital
status?

Thiering bases her claims on interpretations of obscure Dead Sea Scrolls texts, particularly the 'Pesher
Habakkuk,' which she argues refer to Jesus and his family, including his wife Mary Magdalene and their children.

How has the academic community generally responded to Thiering's theories?

The academic community has largely rejected Thiering's interpretations of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Critics argue
her readings are selective, speculative, and not supported by mainstream scholarly consensus on the scrolls'
content and context.

What is a common criticism leveled against Thiering's methodology?

A common criticism is that Thiering's methodology is eisegesis, meaning she imposes her preconceived ideas onto
the texts rather than deriving her conclusions from an objective analysis of the evidence.

Did Thiering's book spark any public discussion or debate about Jesus?

Yes, 'Jesus the Man' generated considerable public interest and debate, reigniting discussions about alternative
historical Jesus figures and challenging deeply held beliefs about Jesus' personal life.



Where does Mary Magdalene fit into Thiering's interpretation of Jesus' life?

In Thiering's interpretation, Mary Magdalene is presented not just as a follower, but as Jesus' wife and mother
of his children, playing a significant role in his lineage and teachings.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the themes explored by Barbara Thiering in her work on Jesus, with each title
beginning and only using the letter 'i':

1. Investigating the Nazareth Connection
This book delves into the geographical and social landscape of Nazareth during Jesus' time. It explores the
possible influences and communities that shaped his early life and teachings. The author examines the scholarly
debates surrounding Nazareth's importance and its impact on Jesus' public ministry.

2. Interpreting the Gospels Anew
This work offers a fresh perspective on the New Testament Gospels, challenging traditional interpretations. It
focuses on historical context and linguistic nuances to uncover layers of meaning often overlooked. Readers
will find new insights into the narratives of Jesus' life and the development of early Christianity.

3. Illuminating the Nazarene Essenes
Here, the author investigates the potential connections between Jesus and the Essenes, a Jewish sect of the
period. The book explores the philosophical and spiritual parallels that suggest a shared background or
influence. It aims to illuminate the Essene movement and its possible role in Jesus' teachings.

4. In Search of the Historical Jesus
This title signals an exploration into the critical methods used to reconstruct the life of Jesus beyond the
biblical accounts. It examines historical evidence, archaeological findings, and early Christian writings to build
a more grounded picture. The book engages with the scholarly pursuit of understanding the human Jesus.

5. Ideology and Influence in First-Century Judaism
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the diverse religious and political ideologies prevalent in Judea
during the first century CE. It situates Jesus within this complex milieu, exploring the various currents of
thought he interacted with. The work highlights the societal forces that shaped his message.

6. Insights into Jesus' Marriage and Family
This volume directly addresses speculative theories concerning Jesus' marital status and family life. It examines
biblical passages and early traditions, considering possible interpretations that deviate from mainstream views.
The author navigates the challenges of reconstructing these deeply personal aspects of Jesus' life.

7. Identifying the Q Source: A Textual Analysis
This book focuses on the hypothetical "Q" document, believed to be a source for the Gospels of Matthew and
Luke. It offers a detailed textual analysis of shared material to understand its content and origins. The
author explores how this source might shed light on Jesus' earliest sayings.

8. Inward Journeys: Mysticism and Jesus' Teachings
This work investigates the mystical elements present in Jesus' teachings and their potential resonance with
contemporary spiritual practices. It explores themes of inner transformation and divine connection as
understood by Jesus. The book seeks to connect ancient spiritual insights with modern seekers.

9. Iconoclasm in Biblical Scholarship
This title refers to scholarly approaches that question or revise traditional understandings of biblical
figures and events. It examines how scholars like Thiering challenge established narratives to offer alternative
perspectives. The book highlights the dynamic and evolving nature of biblical interpretation.
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