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john locke on government and the monarchy worksheet answers are crucial for students and
educators seeking to understand the foundational principles of political philosophy. This article delves
into John Locke's influential ideas regarding government, particularly his views on the monarchy and
the rights of individuals. We will explore Locke's concept of the social contract, natural rights, and the
limits of governmental power, providing insights that can directly inform answers to common
worksheet questions. Understanding Locke's theories is essential for grasping the evolution of
democratic thought and the historical context of many modern political systems. Whether you're
grappling with specific questions or seeking a broader comprehension of Lockean governance, this
comprehensive guide will illuminate his enduring contributions.
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Introduction to John Locke's Political Philosophy

John Locke, an English philosopher of the 17th century, profoundly shaped Western political thought
with his theories on government and individual rights. His seminal work, "Two Treatises of
Government," lays out a compelling argument for limited government and the inherent rights of
citizens. Locke's philosophy emerged during a period of significant political upheaval in England,
including the English Civil War and the Glorious Revolution, which heavily influenced his ideas on the
relationship between the governed and the governors. Understanding Locke's perspective is vital for
anyone studying the origins of liberal democracy and the principles that underpin constitutional
governance.

Central to Locke's philosophy is the concept of the state of nature, a hypothetical condition before the
establishment of organized society and government. In this state, Locke argued that individuals are
free and equal, possessing natural rights that predate any form of human law. These rights, he



famously identified as life, liberty, and property, are not granted by any ruler but are inherent to
human beings. This foundational idea directly contrasts with theories that posit government as the
source of rights, placing the emphasis squarely on the individual.

Understanding the Social Contract in Locke's Theory

The social contract, as articulated by John Locke, is a cornerstone of his political philosophy. It
represents an agreement, explicit or implicit, among individuals to leave the state of nature and form
a political society. In exchange for the protection of their natural rights, individuals consent to be
governed by a set of laws and a governing authority. This consent is not a one-time event but is
ongoing, meaning that the legitimacy of government rests on the continued consent of the governed.

Locke's social contract is distinct from earlier conceptions, such as that of Thomas Hobbes, who
emphasized absolute sovereignty to escape the brutality of the state of nature. For Locke, the
purpose of entering into society and establishing government is precisely to secure and protect the
natural rights that individuals already possess in the state of nature. Therefore, the power of the
government is conditional and limited by the very purpose for which it was created. The government's
authority is derived from the people, not from divine right or inherent power.

The Purpose of the Social Contract

The primary purpose of the social contract, according to Locke, is to remedy the inconveniences and
uncertainties of the state of nature. While individuals possess natural rights, the absence of a
common, established law, an indifferent judge, and the power to enforce judgments can lead to
disputes and the infringement of these rights. The social contract establishes a political society with a
government empowered to create and enforce laws, thereby ensuring a more secure and stable
environment for individuals to enjoy their life, liberty, and property.

Consent as the Basis of Government

Crucially, Locke argued that government derives its just powers from the consent of the governed.
This consent can be expressed either explicitly, through direct affirmation, or tacitly, by enjoying the
benefits of a society and its laws. However, this consent is not an abdication of all rights or an
unconditional surrender of freedom. Individuals enter into the social contract to preserve their rights,
and the government's legitimacy is contingent upon its adherence to this fundamental principle. Any
government that acts contrary to the consent of the governed or infringes upon their natural rights
loses its legitimacy.

Natural Rights and Their Implication for Government

John Locke's concept of natural rights is perhaps his most enduring contribution to political
philosophy. He posited that all individuals, by virtue of their humanity, are endowed with certain
inalienable rights that cannot be legitimately taken away by any human authority. These rights pre-



exist government and are the very reason for its establishment. Locke's articulation of these rights
significantly influenced the American Declaration of Independence and continues to be a foundational
principle in many democratic societies.

The Trinity of Natural Rights

Locke identified three primary natural rights: life, liberty, and property.

e Life: The right to exist and to be free from unlawful killing.

e Liberty: The freedom to act as one wishes, as long as it does not infringe upon the natural
rights of others. This includes freedom of thought, speech, and action.

* Property: The right to own and enjoy the fruits of one's labor. Locke argued that individuals
mix their labor with natural resources, thereby making them their own property.

These rights are not granted by monarchs or governments but are inherent and universal.

Government's Duty to Protect Natural Rights

The fundamental obligation of any legitimate government, according to Locke, is to protect these
natural rights. The social contract empowers the government to enforce laws and punish those who
violate the rights of others, but this power is granted solely for the purpose of safeguarding individual
liberties and property. If a government fails in this duty, or worse, becomes an instrument of
oppression that violates these fundamental rights, it forfeles its legitimacy.

Locke's Critique of Absolute Monarchy

John Locke was a staunch critic of absolute monarchy, a form of government where the monarch
holds unlimited power, unchecked by any legislative or judicial body. His arguments against this
system are deeply rooted in his understanding of natural rights and the social contract. Locke
believed that absolute power was inherently dangerous and incompatible with the liberty and
property of individuals.

Locke argued that an absolute monarch, by claiming power derived from divine right or by acting
without the consent of the governed, placed themselves above the law. This essentially returned
society to a state akin to the state of nature, where there was no impartial authority to protect
individuals from the ruler's arbitrary will. He saw absolute monarchy as a betrayal of the trust placed
in government, transforming it from a protector of rights into a potential violator of them.

The Problem of Absolute Power

Locke contended that vesting absolute power in a single individual or entity was a recipe for tyranny.
He believed that no human being, not even a king, was fit to hold such unchecked authority, as it



inevitably corrupts and leads to the abuse of power. The monarch, in an absolute system, could
arbitrarily take property, imprison individuals, or even end lives without due process, all of which
directly contravened the natural rights of the people.

Monarchy and the Rule of Law

For Locke, a legitimate government must operate under the rule of law, meaning that rulers and ruled
alike are subject to and accountable for their actions under established laws. Absolute monarchs, by
definition, stood outside or above the law, making their rule illegitimate. Locke advocated for a
system where governmental power was divided and limited, with checks and balances to prevent the
concentration of power and protect individual liberties.

The Right to Revolution and Its Limits

One of Locke's most revolutionary ideas, and a significant departure from earlier political theories, is
his assertion of the right to revolution. He argued that when a government repeatedly and
systematically acts against the trust placed in it by the people, and infringes upon their natural rights,
the people have the right to resist and overthrow that government.

This right to revolution is not a license for anarchy or rebellion at the slightest provocation. Locke
meticulously outlined the conditions under which such a drastic measure would be justified. It is a last
resort, employed only when all other avenues for redress have been exhausted and the government
has fundamentally broken the social contract.

When Revolution is Justified

Locke specified that the right to revolution arises when a government engages in acts that clearly
demonstrate an intention to subjugate the people and violate their natural rights. These acts include:

e Arbitrary rule and the exercise of power beyond what is granted by the consent of the
governed.

e Interference with the property rights of citizens without due process.
e The systematic denial of justice and the use of force against the people to enforce unjust laws.

» Attempts to enslave or oppress the populace.

It is not mere disagreement or occasional error, but a consistent pattern of tyranny that justifies the
people's right to alter or abolish the government.



The Limits of the Right to Revolution

While advocating for the right to revolution, Locke also emphasized its limitations. The goal of
revolution is not to destroy society or revert to a state of nature, but to establish a new government
that will better protect the natural rights of its citizens. The revolutionary process itself should be
guided by the principles of justice and reason, aiming to restore order and secure liberty.
Furthermore, Locke believed that the majority of the people should consent to or at least support
such a drastic action, ensuring that it represents the will of the people rather than the desires of a
small faction.

Applying Locke's Ideas to Government and Monarchy
Worksheets

When tackling worksheets on John Locke's theories of government and the monarchy, it's essential to
connect his philosophical concepts to specific questions. Understanding his core arguments will
enable you to provide accurate and insightful answers. Focus on how his ideas about the state of
nature, natural rights, the social contract, and the right to revolution directly address common
prompts.

For instance, a question asking about the origin of government in Locke's philosophy would require an
explanation of the social contract and the consent of the governed, rather than divine right or
inheritance. Similarly, inquiries about the limits of governmental power should be answered by
referencing Locke's emphasis on protecting natural rights and the rule of law. His critique of absolute
monarchy provides a clear framework for understanding why he advocated for limited, constitutional
governments.

Key Concepts to Remember for Worksheet Answers

To excel on a worksheet, internalize these key Lockean concepts:

o State of Nature: A condition of perfect freedom and equality, governed by natural law.
e Natural Rights: Inalienable rights to life, liberty, and property that pre-exist government.

» Social Contract: An agreement by individuals to form a political society and establish
government to protect their natural rights.

* Consent of the Governed: The principle that government legitimacy stems from the
permission of the people.

e Limited Government: Government power is restricted by law and the protection of individual
rights.

e Rule of Law: Everyone, including rulers, is subject to the law.

* Right to Revolution: The people's right to overthrow a tyrannical government that violates



their natural rights.

* Property: Not just material possessions, but also one's life and liberty, which are considered

fundamental forms of property.

Analyzing Worksheet Prompts Through a Lockean Lens

When a worksheet question asks, "What are the primary reasons Locke believed people leave the
state of nature?" your answer should focus on the inconveniences of the state of nature that
necessitate a government to protect natural rights, such as the lack of a common judge and
enforcement of laws. If a question probes the justification for deposing a monarch, recall Locke's

arguments about a monarch violating the trust and infringing upon the natural rights of the people.
By consistently applying these core principles, you can confidently address any question related to

John Locke on government and the monarchy.

Key Concepts and Terms for John Locke Worksheets

Mastering specific terminology is crucial for accurately answering questions about John Locke's

political philosophy. These terms are frequently used in academic discussions and are likely to appear
on worksheets designed to test comprehension of his work. Familiarity with these concepts will allow

for precise and informed responses, demonstrating a deep understanding of Lockean thought.

Defining Essential Lockean Vocabulary

Here are some essential terms and their meanings within Locke's framework:

e Law of Nature: Reason, which teaches that all mankind being equal and independent, no one

ought to harm another in his life, health, liberty, or possessions.

o Executive Power of the Law of Nature: The right possessed by every individual in the state

of nature to punish offenders against the law of nature.

e Prerogative: The power to act according to discretion, for the public good, without the
prescription of the law and sometimes even against it. Locke argues this should be used
sparingly and for the benefit of the people.

Tyranny: The exercise of power beyond right, which nobody can have a right to; and this is
exercised when rulers use the power entrusted to them for other ends than the good of the
people.

Legislative Power: The supreme power in a commonwealth, to which all obedience is due.
Locke believed this power should be entrusted to an assembly, not a monarch alone.



Understanding the Nuances of Lockean Terminology

It is important to understand the subtle distinctions Locke makes. For example, his concept of
"property" extends beyond tangible possessions to encompass one's own person and the fruits of
one's labor. Similarly, the "consent of the governed" is not a perpetual abdication of rights but a
delegation of power for specific purposes. When answering worksheet questions, ensure your
explanations reflect these nuances to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of Locke's philosophy.

The Legacy of John Locke's Political Thought

John Locke's influence on the development of political thought and the establishment of modern
democratic governance is immeasurable. His theories provided the intellectual bedrock for revolutions
and constitutional reforms across the globe, particularly in the framing of the United States
government. The enduring relevance of his ideas on individual rights, limited government, and the
consent of the governed continues to shape political discourse and inspire movements for liberty and
justice.

Locke's emphasis on natural rights and the social contract laid the groundwork for Enlightenment
thinkers and revolutionaries. His arguments directly informed the language and principles enshrined
in documents like the American Declaration of Independence and the French Declaration of the Rights
of Man and of the Citizen. The concept of a government accountable to its people, rather than an
absolute sovereign, is a direct legacy of Lockean philosophy.

Impact on Enlightenment and Revolutions

The Enlightenment era saw a widespread embrace of Locke's ideas, which challenged the divine right
of kings and advocated for reason and individual liberty. His writings inspired figures like Thomas
Jefferson, James Madison, and other Founding Fathers of the United States, who incorporated his
principles into the nation's foundational documents. The American Revolution itself can be seen as a
practical application of Locke's right to revolution.

Enduring Relevance in Modern Governance

Today, Locke's legacy is evident in the constitutional democracies that prioritize individual freedoms,
the rule of law, and the separation of powers. His arguments for the protection of property rights
remain central to capitalist economies, while his insistence on the consent of the governed underpins
democratic elections and accountability. Understanding John Locke on government and the monarchy
is therefore not just an academic exercise but a gateway to comprehending the very foundations of
contemporary political systems and the ongoing struggle for human rights and self-governance.

Frequently Asked Questions



What was John Locke's primary argument against absolute
monarchy?

Locke argued that absolute monarchy violated the natural rights of individuals. He believed that
legitimate government derived its power from the consent of the governed, and that monarchs who
acted without this consent or infringed upon natural rights (life, liberty, and property) were no longer
acting as legitimate rulers.

According to Locke, what is the purpose of government?

Locke posited that the primary purpose of government is to protect the natural rights of its citizens,
specifically the rights to life, liberty, and property. Government exists to create laws, enforce them
impartially, and provide a framework for peaceful coexistence and the pursuit of individual well-being.

What does John Locke mean by the 'social contract'?

The social contract, in Locke's philosophy, is an agreement among individuals to surrender some of
their natural freedoms to a government in exchange for protection of their remaining rights and the
maintenance of social order. It's a voluntary surrender of power to a sovereign authority, but this
surrender is conditional on the government upholding its end of the bargain.

Under what circumstances did Locke believe citizens had the
right to revolt against their government?

Locke argued that citizens had the right to revolt or resist a government if that government became
tyrannical and systematically violated their natural rights. This right to rebellion was a last resort
when all other means of seeking redress had failed and the government had broken the social
contract.

How did Locke's ideas influence the Glorious Revolution in
England?

Locke's writings, particularly his 'Two Treatises of Government,' provided the philosophical
justification for the Glorious Revolution. His arguments for limited government, the consent of the
governed, and the right to resist tyranny supported the deposition of James Il and the establishment
of a constitutional monarchy that recognized parliamentary supremacy.

What role did the concept of 'natural rights' play in Locke's
view of government?

Natural rights were foundational to Locke's political theory. He believed these rights were inherent,
inalienable, and existed prior to the formation of any government. The protection of these rights was
the primary justification for the existence of government, and any government that failed to protect
them lost its legitimacy.



How did Locke's ideas on government contrast with the
prevailing divine right of kings theory?

Locke directly challenged the divine right of kings, which asserted that monarchs were chosen by God
and therefore accountable only to God. Locke argued for government based on reason and consent,
emphasizing that political authority came from the people, not from divine appointment, and that
rulers were accountable to the governed.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to John Locke on government and the monarchy, with descriptions:

1. In Defense of Liberty: John Locke's Political Philosophy

This book offers a comprehensive examination of Locke's core arguments regarding natural rights, the
social contract, and the limitations of governmental power. It delves into how his ideas challenged the
divine right of kings and laid the groundwork for liberal democracies. The work emphasizes Locke's
enduring influence on Western political thought and revolutionary movements.

2. llluminating the Enlightenment: Locke's Legacy on Revolution

This title explores the direct impact of John Locke's theories on the political upheavals of the
Enlightenment, particularly the American and French Revolutions. It analyzes how concepts like
popular sovereignty and the right to revolution were interpreted and applied by revolutionary thinkers
and leaders. The book highlights the practical application of Locke's philosophy in reshaping
governmental structures.

3. Interpreting the Two Treatises: Locke's Argument Against Absolute Monarchy

This volume provides an in-depth analysis of Locke's seminal work, Two Treatises of Government. It
meticulously dissects his refutations of patriarchal theories of monarchy and his constructive
arguments for a government based on consent and the protection of property. The book aims to
clarify Locke's nuanced positions for contemporary readers and scholars.

4. Inquiry into Sovereignty: The Evolution of Locke's Ideas on Governance

This book traces the development of John Locke's thinking on sovereignty, from his early writings to
his mature political philosophy. It examines how his experiences and observations shaped his views
on the legitimate sources and limits of political authority. The work emphasizes the dynamic nature of
Locke's intellectual journey and its impact on subsequent debates about governance.

5. Individual Rights: The Foundation of Locke's Political System

This title focuses on the centrality of individual rights in John Locke's philosophy of government. It
explores his concept of natural rights, including life, liberty, and property, and how these rights
precede and constrain government. The book argues that Locke's emphasis on individual autonomy
remains a cornerstone of modern human rights discourse.

6. Inaugurating the Social Contract: Locke's Model of Political Obligation

This work investigates Locke's influential theory of the social contract as the basis for legitimate
government. It details how individuals consent to form a political society and delegate certain powers
to a government, while retaining fundamental rights. The book examines the conditions under which
this contract can be broken, justifying resistance to tyranny.



7. In Pursuit of Stability: Locke's Prescription for Good Government

This book examines John Locke's prescriptions for creating and maintaining a stable and just
government. It highlights his ideas on the separation of powers, the rule of law, and the importance of
a government that serves the public good. The work underscores Locke's practical approach to
ensuring peace and prosperity through effective governance.

8. Intersections of Power: Locke, Monarchy, and Parliamentary Supremacy

This title explores the complex relationship between John Locke's political theory and the evolving
power dynamics between monarchy and parliament in his era. It analyzes how Locke's arguments
contributed to the shift towards parliamentary supremacy and limited monarchy. The book situates
Locke's ideas within the historical context of political struggles for power.

9. Informed Consent: Locke's Theory of Government Legitimacy

This book delves into John Locke's concept of informed consent as the ultimate source of government
legitimacy. It explores how consent, both tacit and express, forms the basis of political obligation and
the right to govern. The work argues that Locke's emphasis on consent remains vital for
understanding the relationship between citizens and their rulers.
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