
john rawls justice as fairness a restatement
john rawls justice as fairness a restatement offers a profound exploration of philosopher John
Rawls's enduring theory of justice. This seminal work revisits and refines his foundational ideas
presented in A Theory of Justice, aiming to provide a more accessible and comprehensive articulation
of his vision for a just society. We will delve into the core principles of justice as fairness, examining
the veil of ignorance and the original position, the two principles of justice, and the layered approach
to political liberalism. Understanding Rawls's evolving thought process in A Restatement is crucial for
anyone interested in political philosophy, social justice, and the ethical foundations of democratic
societies. This article aims to unpack these complex concepts, making them digestible for a broad
audience.

Understanding John Rawls: Justice as Fairness A
Restatement
John Rawls's Justice as Fairness: A Restatement represents a significant development and clarification
of his groundbreaking work on political philosophy. This text serves as an updated and more
streamlined presentation of his core arguments concerning how a just and equitable society should be
structured. It addresses criticisms and elaborates on the philosophical underpinnings of his theory,
making it more accessible to students, scholars, and the general public alike. The central aim is to
outline a conception of justice that can serve as a reasonable basis for the political organization of a
constitutional democracy, particularly in societies marked by pluralism and differing comprehensive
doctrines.

The Core Tenets of Rawls's Justice as Fairness
At its heart, Rawls's theory of justice as fairness is an attempt to derive principles of justice that free
and rational individuals would agree to in an initial situation of equality. This thought experiment,
crucial to his philosophy, lays the groundwork for his proposed principles. Rawls seeks a framework
that can justify the basic structure of society, ensuring fair distribution of rights, duties, and the
advantages of social cooperation. The emphasis is on fairness in the original arrangement of social
institutions, providing a stable and legitimate basis for social order.

The Original Position and the Veil of Ignorance
A cornerstone of Rawls's methodology is the concept of the "original position." This is a hypothetical
scenario where individuals are tasked with selecting principles of justice for their society. Critically,
they do so from behind a "veil of ignorance." This veil prevents them from knowing their specific place
in society, their social status, their natural abilities, their conception of the good, or their
psychological propensities. The ignorance ensures that the principles chosen are not biased by
personal advantage, thus promoting impartiality and fairness in the selection process. Rawls argues
that rational individuals, seeking to protect their fundamental interests, would choose principles that
guarantee basic liberties and a fair distribution of social and economic goods.



The Two Principles of Justice
From the original position, Rawls famously argues that two principles of justice would be selected.
These principles are arranged in a lexical order, meaning the first principle takes precedence over the
second. This ordering reflects the priority of fundamental liberties. The first principle, the Equal Basic
Liberties Principle, asserts that each person is to have an equal right to the most extensive scheme of
equal basic liberties compatible with a similar scheme of liberties for others. This includes political
liberties, freedom of speech and assembly, liberty of conscience and thought, freedom from arbitrary
arrest and seizure, the right to hold personal property, and freedom from arbitrary deprivation of life
and liberty.

The second principle addresses social and economic inequalities. It comprises two parts: the Liberty
Principle and the Difference Principle. The Liberty Principle states that social and economic
inequalities are to be arranged so that they are both: (a) to the greatest benefit of the least
advantaged (the Difference Principle), and (b) attached to offices and positions open to all under
conditions of fair equality of opportunity. The Difference Principle is particularly radical, suggesting
that inequalities are only justified if they work to the advantage of those worst off in society. Fair
equality of opportunity ensures that individuals with similar talents and motivation have similar life
prospects, regardless of their social class or background.

Elaborating on Justice as Fairness in A Restatement
Justice as Fairness: A Restatement builds upon the foundation laid in A Theory of Justice, refining and
expanding upon its core ideas. Rawls seeks to make his theory more robust by addressing various
interpretations and criticisms that arose after the publication of his earlier work. The restatement
clarifies the relationship between justice as fairness and political liberalism, particularly how it can
function in a pluralistic society where individuals hold diverse and often conflicting comprehensive
doctrines (philosophical, religious, or moral beliefs about the good life).

The Role of Political Liberalism
A significant development in A Restatement is Rawls's greater emphasis on political liberalism. He
clarifies that justice as fairness is intended as a political conception of justice, not a comprehensive
moral doctrine. This distinction is vital. A political conception of justice is designed to specify the
terms of fair social cooperation between citizens who recognize each other as free and equal and who
live under a system of law in a society marked by reasonable pluralism. The goal is to establish a
framework for political and social institutions that can be publicly justified to all reasonable citizens,
regardless of their personal beliefs about ultimate values.

Rawls argues that in a well-ordered democratic society, citizens will likely hold different, and often
irreconcilable, comprehensive doctrines. Therefore, any conception of justice used to regulate the
basic structure of society must be one that reasonable citizens can accept, even if it does not align
perfectly with their own particular moral or religious views. Justice as fairness aims to provide this
publicly recognizable standard, grounded in the shared conception of persons as free and equal
citizens and the idea of society as a fair system of cooperation over time.



Refining the Principles and Their Application
In A Restatement, Rawls further elaborates on the interpretation and application of his two principles.
He discusses various models for the implementation of fair equality of opportunity, acknowledging the
practical difficulties in achieving this ideal. He also delves deeper into the meaning of "least
advantaged" in the Difference Principle, clarifying that it refers to those who are least well-off in terms
of primary goods such as basic liberties, freedom of movement and choice of occupation, powers and
prerogatives of offices, income and wealth, and the social bases of self-respect.

The restatement also provides a more detailed account of the structure of a just basic structure,
outlining how the principles of justice should guide the enactment of laws and the design of social and
economic institutions. Rawls distinguishes between the constitutional convention and the legislative
stage, showing how the basic liberties are secured at the constitutional level, while economic and
social inequalities are adjusted at the legislative stage, always in accordance with the two principles,
with priority given to the first. This layered approach highlights the practical implications of his theory
for the design of a constitutional democracy.

The Concept of Public Reason
Another key concept refined in A Restatement is "public reason." Rawls defines public reason as the
reasoning that citizens do in the public forum when they discuss the most basic questions of justice
and political constitution. This reasoning must be conducted in terms of what Rawls calls "political
values," which are the values of citizens as free and equal members of a democratic society. These
values are expressed by the principles and ideals of a political conception of justice, such as those of
liberty and equality, or of fair opportunity.

The idea of public reason is essential for the stability and legitimacy of a pluralistic society. It means
that citizens should present and debate their political proposals based on reasons that others, who
may hold different comprehensive doctrines, can also accept. This fosters mutual respect and
understanding, creating a common ground for political deliberation and decision-making. Justice as
fairness, therefore, is not just about the content of just principles but also about the manner in which
public political questions are debated and resolved.

The Significance of John Rawls's Justice as Fairness A
Restatement
John Rawls's Justice as Fairness: A Restatement is an indispensable text for understanding the
evolution and refinement of one of the most influential theories of justice in contemporary philosophy.
It offers a more mature and nuanced articulation of his vision for a just and stable democratic society.
The restatement's clarity and comprehensiveness make it an ideal starting point for those new to
Rawls's work and a valuable resource for scholars seeking a deeper appreciation of his philosophical
project.

The text continues to provoke discussion and debate about the nature of justice, fairness, and the
good society. By revisiting and clarifying his arguments, Rawls provides readers with a robust
framework for thinking about how to create and maintain a just political order in the face of societal
diversity and complexity. His enduring legacy lies in his persistent effort to articulate principles that
can foster social cooperation and mutual respect among citizens who are fundamentally free and
equal.



Clarification of the original position and veil of ignorance.

Detailed explanation of the two principles of justice.

Emphasis on political liberalism and its compatibility with reasonable pluralism.

Refinement of the concept of public reason for democratic deliberation.

Exploration of the practical application of justice as fairness in societal institutions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary goal of Rawls's 'Justice as Fairness: A
Restatement'?
The primary goal of 'Justice as Fairness: A Restatement' is to present a more refined and accessible
exposition of his theory of justice, clarifying its central ideas and addressing common criticisms. Rawls
aimed to make his complex philosophical framework more understandable to a wider audience.

How does 'Justice as Fairness: A Restatement' build upon
Rawls's earlier work, particularly 'A Theory of Justice'?
'A Restatement' revisits and modifies key concepts from 'A Theory of Justice,' such as the original
position and the two principles of justice. It offers alternative arguments and justifications, often
simplifying the presentation of complex ideas and incorporating insights gained from decades of
philosophical debate.

What is the significance of the 'original position' in Rawls's
'Justice as Fairness' as presented in the restatement?
The original position remains a cornerstone of 'Justice as Fairness.' In the restatement, Rawls
emphasizes it as a hypothetical device for reasoning about fair principles of justice, shielded by a 'veil
of ignorance' that prevents individuals from knowing their own social status, talents, or conceptions of
the good.

What are the two principles of justice that Rawls argues
would be chosen in the original position, and how are they
presented in the restatement?
The restatement reiterates the two principles: first, an equal basic liberty for all; and second, social
and economic inequalities are to be arranged so that they are both (a) reasonably expected to be to
everyone's advantage (the difference principle), and (b) attached to offices and positions open to all
under conditions of fair equality of opportunity. The restatement often prioritizes the explanation and
defense of the liberty principle.



How does 'Justice as Fairness: A Restatement' address the
concept of 'social union' and its role in a just society?
The restatement elaborates on the idea of a 'social union' as a society where individuals freely
associate for mutual advantage and shared pursuits. It highlights how justice as fairness fosters a
society where individuals can pursue their diverse conceptions of the good within a framework of
equal basic liberties and fair opportunities, leading to a richer and more fulfilling collective life.

What are some of the key revisions or emphases Rawls
introduces in 'Justice as Fairness: A Restatement' compared
to 'A Theory of Justice'?
Key revisions in the restatement include a clearer distinction between the principles of justice and the
concept of a well-ordered society, a more robust defense of the priority of the basic liberties, and a
refined understanding of the role of public reason. Rawls also offers alternative justifications for the
principles and clarifies certain aspects of their application.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to John Rawls' "Justice as Fairness: A Restatement," each beginning with
and featuring only italicized titles:

1. The Cambridge Companion to Rawls
This collection offers a comprehensive overview of John Rawls' philosophical contributions, with
particular attention paid to "Justice as Fairness." It features essays by leading scholars, exploring the
core tenets of his theory of justice, including the principles of equal basic liberties and fair equality of
opportunity. The volume also delves into the original position, the veil of ignorance, and the reflective
equilibrium Rawls employed to develop his ideas. It's an essential resource for anyone seeking a
deeper understanding of Rawls' monumental work and its reception.

2. Liberalism and the Limits of Justice
Michael Sandel critically examines John Rawls' influential theory of justice from a communitarian
perspective. Sandel argues that Rawls' conception of the self, detached from its social and historical
context, fails to account for the importance of community in shaping moral and political life. He
contends that the emphasis on individual rights and abstract principles overlooks the particularities of
human experience and the role of shared values. This book provides a significant counterpoint to
Rawls' liberalism, highlighting potential limitations and alternative approaches.

3. The Law of Peoples
In this work, John Rawls extends his theory of justice to the international arena, outlining principles for
a just global order. He proposes that peoples, not individuals, are the primary subjects of international
justice and that liberal and decent peoples can coexist under a common framework. Rawls articulates
eight principles for the law of peoples, emphasizing respect for sovereignty, non-intervention, and
human rights. This book is crucial for understanding Rawls' thoughts on global justice and the
possibility of a peaceful international society.

4. Political Liberalism
This pivotal work elaborates on Rawls' development of "justice as fairness" as a political conception of



justice, distinct from a comprehensive metaphysical or ethical doctrine. Rawls argues that in a
pluralistic society, reasonable comprehensive doctrines will inevitably differ, making an overlapping
consensus on political principles essential. He introduces the concept of "reason-ableness" and the
idea of an "original position" updated for the context of political liberalism. This book is vital for
grasping Rawls' attempt to establish a stable and just society in the face of diverse beliefs.

5. Rawls: A Quick Reference Guide
This accessible guide offers a concise introduction to the key concepts and arguments presented in
John Rawls' major works, including "Justice as Fairness: A Restatement." It breaks down complex ideas
such as the two principles of justice, the original position, and the veil of ignorance into digestible
explanations. The guide also explores the evolution of Rawls' thought and his responses to prominent
criticisms. It serves as an excellent starting point for students and general readers seeking a clear
and efficient overview of Rawls' influential philosophy.

6. The Priority of Right and Ideas of the Good in Rawls' Political Philosophy
This book critically analyzes the relationship between the "right" and the "good" in John Rawls' theory
of justice. It explores how Rawls prioritizes principles of justice (the right) over conceptions of the
good life in his framework for a well-ordered society. The essays within this volume discuss the
implications of this priority for individual autonomy and the possibility of social cohesion. It also
examines the challenges and criticisms leveled against Rawls' emphasis on the right.

7. Justice, Liberty and Law: The Foundations of Justice as Fairness
This work delves into the foundational principles of John Rawls' "justice as fairness," tracing the
intellectual roots and philosophical underpinnings of his theory. It examines the concepts of liberty,
equality, and the role of law in establishing a just society according to Rawls' vision. The book
explores the arguments for his two principles of justice and their justification through the original
position. It provides a solid grounding in the core philosophical commitments of Rawls' influential
theory.

8. The Cambridge Rawls, edited by Samuel Freeman
Samuel Freeman’s edited volume provides a thorough re-examination of John Rawls' "Justice as
Fairness," building upon and extending the insights of his earlier work. It features original essays by
leading scholars, engaging with the nuances of Rawls' arguments in "A Restatement" and his
subsequent writings. The collection addresses key themes such as the structure of the argument for
the principles of justice, the role of social union, and the stability of a just society. This is an
indispensable resource for advanced study of Rawls.

9. Justice, Rights and Law: The Foundations of Justice as Fairness
This book provides an in-depth analysis of the central tenets of John Rawls' "justice as fairness,"
focusing on the interplay between justice, individual rights, and the legal system. It explores how
Rawls' principles of justice, particularly the difference principle and fair equality of opportunity, shape
his conception of a just legal order. The volume discusses the philosophical justification for these
principles and their practical implications for governing a democratic society. It offers a
comprehensive understanding of the legal and rights-based dimensions of Rawls' influential theory.
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