julius evola ride the tiger

julius evola ride the tiger is more than just a title; it encapsulates a
philosophical journey into the depths of human existence and societal
transformation. This seminal work by the influential Italian philosopher
Julius Evola delves into the challenges of navigating a desacralized world,
offering a unique perspective on individualism, tradition, and the pursuit of
spiritual liberation. Evola’s concept of "riding the tiger" signifies a
courageous engagement with the destructive forces of modernity, not by
resisting them passively, but by mastering them internally and
transcendentally. This article will explore the core tenets of Evola's
thought as presented in Ride the Tiger, examining his critique of modern
Western civilization, his ideas on aristocratic values, and the practical
implications of his philosophy for those seeking to maintain their spiritual
integrity in a chaotic age. We will uncover how Evola's radical ideas
continue to resonate and provoke discussion among scholars and thinkers
interested in tradition, existentialism, and the future of human society.
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Julius Evola: The Man Behind the Tiger

Julius Evola (1898-1974) was a prolific and often controversial Italian
philosopher, esotericist, painter, and essayist. His intellectual output
spanned a wide range of subjects, from Eastern religions and Western
esotericism to critiques of modern society and political thought. Evola's
early involvement with Surrealism was followed by a deep engagement with
traditionalist philosophy, particularly the ideas of René Guénon. He is best
known for his works that advocate for a return to traditional values and a
rejection of the materialism and spiritual decay he perceived in modern



Western civilization. His philosophy is often characterized by its emphasis
on spirituality, hierarchy, and the pursuit of a heroic individual existence.
Ride the Tiger stands as a central text in his extensive bibliography,
providing a framework for understanding his worldview and his proposed
response to the perceived decline of the West.

The Core Philosophy of Ride the Tiger

The central thesis of Julius Evola's Ride the Tiger is the necessity for a
certain type of individual to actively engage with and transcend the
disintegrating forces of modernity. Evola argues that the modern world,
characterized by a loss of sacredness, rampant materialism, and a pervasive
sense of existential emptiness, presents a unique challenge to those who seek
a life of spiritual meaning and purpose. He does not advocate for a simple
retreat from this world, but rather for a radical internal transformation.
This transformation involves understanding the nature of the "tiger" — the
chaotic, destructive, and often base impulses of both the individual and
society — and learning to master and direct these forces for one's own
spiritual ascent. It is a philosophy of active resistance and self-
overcoming, demanding courage, discipline, and an unwavering commitment to
transcendent values.

The Nature of the "Tiger"

In Ride the Tiger, the "tiger" is a multifaceted metaphor representing the
destructive and chaotic energies that pervade modern existence. It
encompasses the visceral, instinctual, and often irrational aspects of human
nature, as well as the broader societal forces that lead to disintegration
and decadence. Evola identifies this "tiger" not only in external political
and social upheavals but also in the internal, psychological turmoil
experienced by individuals in a world devoid of traditional anchors. It is
the embodiment of the breakdown of order, the ascendance of the base, and the
erosion of higher values. The tiger can also represent the seductive allure
of worldly pleasures and the overwhelming currents of mass movements that
threaten to engulf individual autonomy.

The Role of the "Rider"

The "rider" in Evola's philosophy represents the conscious, disciplined, and
spiritually oriented individual who chooses to confront and master the
"tiger." This rider is not a passive observer but an active participant who
understands that true freedom and transcendence lie not in escaping the
world's challenges, but in confronting them directly with inner fortitude.
The rider possesses a sense of inherent superiority, not in terms of social



status, but in their spiritual orientation and capacity for self-mastery.
They are the ones who can "ride the tiger," channeling its power for their
own ascent rather than being consumed by it. This requires a profound
detachment from conventional desires and a firm grounding in timeless
principles, enabling them to navigate the treacherous currents of the modern
age with unwavering resolve.

Critique of Modernity and the "Age of the Iron
Flower"

Julius Evola offers a scathing critique of modern Western civilization, which
he often characterizes by the concept of the "Age of the Iron Flower." This
term encapsulates his belief that the current era is marked by a perversion
and inversion of true spiritual values, where material progress and
superficial freedoms mask a deep-seated spiritual emptiness and decay. Evola
saw modernity as a descent into a vulgarized and desacralized existence,
characterized by mass democracy, egalitarianism, and the dominance of
economic and technological forces over spiritual and traditional hierarchies.
He lamented the loss of heroic ideals, the rise of sentimentalism, and the
widespread embrace of what he considered degenerate cultural forms. For
Evola, this was not a temporary aberration but a fundamental shift that had
severed humanity from its authentic spiritual roots, leading to a world where
genuine authority and meaning were progressively eroded.

The Degeneration of Values

Evola’s critique extends to the very foundations of modern Western thought
and social organization. He argues that the Enlightenment ideals, while
initially intended to liberate, ultimately led to a fragmentation of the
individual and a disembedding from a divinely ordered cosmos. The emphasis on
reason alone, divorced from intuition and spiritual insight, created a
mechanistic worldview. Furthermore, Evola criticized the rise of what he
termed "sentimentalism" and "philanthropy," seeing them as manifestations of
a weakness that undermined genuine strength and decisive action. He believed
that the leveling effect of democratic societies and the pursuit of comfort
and security at the expense of higher spiritual pursuits had led to a general
degeneration of human character and a loss of the capacity for authentic
action and sacrifice.

The "Iron Flower" Metaphor

The "Iron Flower" is a powerful metaphor used by Evola to describe the
paradoxical nature of the modern age. It suggests something that appears



beautiful or promising on the surface, like a flower, but is ultimately
composed of base and lifeless material, like iron. This "flower" is seen as a
perversion of the organic and spiritual blossoming that characterized
earlier, more traditional epochs. It represents the artificial, the
synthetic, and the ultimately hollow achievements of modernity. The Iron
Flower signifies a state where the vital energies of life are distorted,
where appearances are valued over reality, and where the potential for true
spiritual growth is stifled by a pervasive materialism and a lack of
authentic connection to higher principles. It highlights Evola's conviction
that modernity, despite its technological advancements, represents a profound
spiritual regression.

Individualism, Aristocracy, and Tradition

Central to Julius Evola's philosophy in Ride the Tiger is the concept of the
authentic individual, often framed within the context of aristocratic values
and a deep respect for tradition. Evola did not advocate for a shallow, self-
centered individualism but for a form of existential independence rooted in
spiritual strength and the ability to stand apart from the crowd. This ideal
individual, the "rider," embodies a form of inner aristocracy — a nobility of
spirit rather than of birth. Such an individual understands their unique
destiny and cultivates the inner discipline and resolve necessary to fulfill
it, irrespective of prevailing social norms or democratic pressures. For
Evola, tradition is not a static set of customs but a living transmission of
spiritual truths and heroic ideals that provide the foundation for such an
individual existence. It is through an internal connection to these timeless
principles that the rider can find the strength and clarity to navigate the
chaos of the modern world.

The True Individualist

Evola's conception of the individualist is diametrically opposed to the
modern, atomized ego. The true individualist, as envisioned by Evola, is one
who recognizes their inherent spiritual essence and strives to live in
accordance with it. This is not an act of rebellion against society for its
own sake, but a conscious affirmation of a higher law that transcends social
conventions. Such an individual is characterized by self-reliance, a capacity
for decisive action, and an internal sense of order. They are those who can
think for themselves, resist the homogenizing pressures of mass culture, and
maintain their integrity in the face of societal decay. This individualistic
spirit is not about egoistic self-gratification but about the disciplined
cultivation of the self towards a higher spiritual purpose.



Aristocratic Principles Beyond Social Class

When Evola speaks of aristocracy, he is referring to a spiritual and
existential quality rather than a mere social or political class. The
"aristocrat" in his sense is one who possesses inner nobility, discipline,
and a natural authority derived from their spiritual development and
adherence to higher principles. This is the quality of the "rider" who can
stand firm and lead, not through coercion, but through an innate strength and
clarity of purpose. Evola saw a decline in this aristocratic spirit in
modernity, lamenting the rise of a society where superficiality and the
pursuit of mass approval trumped true merit and spiritual fortitude. The
aristocratic principle, for Evola, is inherently linked to the capacity for
spiritual struggle and the adherence to a code of conduct that prioritizes
honor, duty, and transcendence.

The Importance of Tradition

For Julius Evola, tradition is the repository of spiritual wisdom, cosmic
order, and heroic exemplars passed down through generations. It is the
antidote to the amnesia and disorientation of modernity. He viewed tradition
not as a backward-looking adherence to outdated customs, but as a vital
connection to a sacred reality that underpins human existence. To live in
accordance with tradition is to align oneself with timeless truths and to
draw strength from a lineage of spiritual transmission. Evola believed that a
rediscovery and internalization of these traditional principles were
essential for the individual to find meaning and purpose, and for society to
overcome its current state of spiritual and existential crisis. This
engagement with tradition is a core element of how one learns to "ride the
tiger" by grounding oneself in something eternal amidst flux.

Spiritual Liberation in a Secular World

Julius Evola’s philosophy, particularly as articulated in Ride the Tiger,
offers a pathway to spiritual liberation that is distinct from conventional
religious or secular approaches. In a world perceived as increasingly
secularized and devoid of sacred meaning, Evola proposes an interior
transformation that allows the individual to rise above the limitations of
material existence. This liberation is not about escapism but about a
profound internal victory achieved through self-mastery, courage, and a
steadfast commitment to transcendent values. The practitioner of Evola's
philosophy learns to navigate the inherent chaos of the world not by denying
it, but by transforming their relationship to it, using its very energies as
a catalyst for spiritual growth. This journey requires detachment,
discipline, and the cultivation of an inner citadel that remains inviolable
amidst external turmoil.



The Path of Inner Transformation

Evola’s concept of spiritual liberation is fundamentally an internal process.
It is about transforming one's consciousness and relationship to reality,
rather than seeking external changes or societal reforms as the primary goal.
The "tiger" represents the raw, untamed forces of existence, both within the
individual and in the external world. By learning to "ride" this tiger, one
is not seeking to tame it in a conventional sense, but to develop the inner
strength and spiritual discipline to engage with it constructively. This
involves understanding the nature of one’s desires, fears, and impulses, and
mastering them through conscious will and spiritual insight. The goal is to
achieve a state of inner freedom and sovereignty, even in the most
challenging circumstances.

Detachment and Transcendence

A key element in achieving spiritual liberation according to Evola is the
cultivation of detachment. This is not indifference or apathy, but a wise
disengagement from the entanglements and illusions of the material world and
its fleeting pleasures. Detachment allows the individual to see through the
superficialities of modern life and to focus on what is truly eternal and
essential. By transcending the ordinary preoccupations with worldly success,
social acceptance, and material comfort, the individual can access deeper
levels of consciousness and connect with higher spiritual realities. This
process of transcendence is what enables the "rider" to remain centered and
purposeful while navigating the turbulent "tiger" of existence.

Practical Applications and Modern Relevance

The teachings of Julius Evola in Ride the Tiger continue to hold a
provocative relevance for individuals grappling with the complexities of
contemporary life. While Evola’s philosophical and political views have been
subject to considerable debate and criticism, the core principles of his
thought offer a framework for understanding and responding to the challenges
of a seemingly chaotic and spiritually fragmented world. For those seeking to
cultivate inner strength, maintain spiritual integrity, and find meaning in
an era often characterized by superficiality and existential disorientation,
Evola’s ideas provide a challenging but potentially rewarding perspective.
His emphasis on self-mastery, individual responsibility, and the pursuit of a
higher purpose resonates with many who feel alienated by modern societal
trends.



Navigating Modern Chaos

In practical terms, "riding the tiger" can be interpreted as a strategy for
confronting the overwhelming pressures and disorientations of modern life
without succumbing to them. This might involve developing a strong sense of
personal discipline, cultivating mental fortitude, and consciously resisting
the homogenizing forces of mass media and consumer culture. It means actively
choosing one’s values and commitments, rather than passively accepting the
prevailing norms. Evola encourages individuals to cultivate an inner
resilience, an unwavering inner compass that allows them to remain centered
and purposeful amidst external turbulence, social unrest, or political
upheaval. It is about maintaining one’s spiritual sovereignty.

The Pursuit of an Authentic Life

The enduring appeal of Ride the Tiger lies in its call for an authentic life,
lived with purpose and conviction. Evola’s philosophy challenges readers to
question conventional assumptions about happiness and success and to instead
pursue a path of self-realization that is aligned with deeper, perhaps even
transcendent, truths. This involves a commitment to continuous self-
improvement, a willingness to face difficult truths about oneself and the
world, and the courage to forge one's own path. For many, Evola's work serves
as an inspiration to seek a more profound and meaningful existence, one that
is not defined by external validation but by an inner sense of purpose and
spiritual integrity.

Understanding the Legacy of Ride the Tiger

The legacy of Julius Evola’s Ride the Tiger is complex and continues to be
debated. The book itself is a profound exploration of existential challenges,
offering a unique perspective on how to navigate a world that has lost its
traditional bearings. Evola's critique of modernity, his concept of the
sovereign individual, and his call for spiritual resilience have found
resonance with thinkers across various spectrums. However, it is important to
acknowledge that Evola's association with certain political ideologies and
his sometimes provocative language have made his work a subject of
controversy. Nevertheless, for those interested in exploring radical
philosophical responses to societal decline, the pursuit of spiritual
freedom, and the challenges of maintaining individual integrity in the face
of overwhelming external forces, Ride the Tiger remains a significant and
thought-provoking text that continues to stimulate intellectual engagement
and personal reflection.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central thesis of Julius Evola's 'Ride
the Tiger'?

The central thesis of 'Ride the Tiger' is that individuals should 'ride the
tiger' of modernity by engaging with its destructive forces consciously and
with spiritual detachment, rather than succumbing to them or attempting to
revert to a romanticized past. Evola argues for a transcendent approach to
navigating the Kali Yuga, or the Dark Age.

What does Evola mean by 'riding the tiger'?

Evola uses the metaphor of 'riding the tiger' to describe a state of active
engagement with the chaotic and dissolving forces of modern civilization.
It's about skillfully using these forces for one's own spiritual realization,
much like a rider masters a wild tiger, rather than being consumed by it or
fleeing from it.

What kind of individuals does Evola address in 'Ride
the Tiger'?

Evola primarily addresses what he calls the 'modern man of action' or the
'man of the absolute,' those who are capable of spiritual detachment and
possess a will to power that can transcend the mundane. He seeks individuals
who can act within the world while maintaining an inner spiritual foundation.

What is Evola's critique of traditionalism in 'Ride
the Tiger'?

While Evola is known as a traditionalist, in 'Ride the Tiger,' he critiques a
passive or merely nostalgic adherence to tradition. He argues that simply
wishing for a return to the past is insufficient. True tradition must be
lived and realized inwardly, especially in the face of modern decay.

How does Evola view the Kali Yuga or the Dark Age in
relation to his philosophy?

For Evola, the Kali Yuga represents an age of decline, materialism, and
spiritual disintegration. However, he also sees it as an opportunity for a
select few to achieve spiritual transcendence by confronting and overcoming
the very forces that characterize this age.

What is the concept of 'differentiated man' in the



context of 'Ride the Tiger'?

The 'differentiated man' is Evola's ideal figure in 'Ride the Tiger.' This is
an individual who is spiritually independent and sovereign, able to act in
the world without being defined or controlled by its prevalent ideologies or
social norms. They possess an inner core of resilience and detachment.

What are the implications of Evola's ideas for
political action?

Evola's ideas in 'Ride the Tiger' are generally not prescriptive for
conventional political action. Instead, they suggest a path of inner
resistance and spiritual detachment from political systems. For him, true
change begins with the individual's inner transformation, not with
participation in existing power structures.

What is Evola's perspective on rebellion against
modernity?

Evola's concept of rebellion is not about outright rejection or destruction.
It's about a 'rebellion from above,' a spiritual rebellion that asserts
higher values and principles against the decadence of modernity. This
rebellion is characterized by detachment and a focus on inner sovereignty.

How does 'Ride the Tiger' relate to Evola's other
works, such as 'Revolt Against the Modern World'?

'Ride the Tiger' can be seen as a more nuanced and pragmatic continuation of
the critiques of modernity found in 'Revolt Against the Modern World.' While
'Revolt' laments the loss of tradition, 'Ride the Tiger' offers a strategy
for the contemporary individual to navigate and even utilize the
disintegrating forces of the modern era.

Why is 'Ride the Tiger' considered a controversial
or challenging work?

'‘Ride the Tiger' is often considered controversial due to Evola's
aristocratic worldview, his critique of democratic and egalitarian values,
and his sometimes austere and challenging philosophical approach. His
emphasis on spiritual hierarchy and detachment can be misconstrued or seen as
elitist.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Julius Evola's Ride the Tiger, with short
descriptions:



1. Meditations on the Decline of the West

This collection of essays explores the perceived decay of Western
civilization through a lens that echoes Evola's disillusionment with
modernity. It delves into themes of spiritual barrenness, the loss of
traditional values, and the rise of nihilism. The author offers a critique of
contemporary society, suggesting a need for radical reorientation away from
materialist and egalitarian ideologies.

2. The Myth of the Twentieth Century

While a different author, this work shares a similar critical stance towards
modernity and the perceived decline of traditional European civilization. It
champions a return to older, hierarchical social orders and spiritual
hierarchies as a bulwark against decadence. The book proposes a restorative
vision rooted in a romanticized past.

3. Revolt Against the Modern World

This seminal work, from the same author as Ride the Tiger, expounds Evola's
core philosophy of Traditionalism. It details his critique of democracy,
liberalism, and egalitarianism, arguing for the restoration of aristocratic,
spiritual, and hierarchical principles. Evola advocates for a radical
rejection of modern societal norms and a return to ancient, potent spiritual
traditions.

4. The Hermetic Tradition

This book examines the esoteric and spiritual dimensions of alchemy and
Hermeticism, a field Evola deeply engaged with. It explores the symbolic
language and practices intended to facilitate inner transformation and
spiritual realization. The work positions these ancient disciplines as
pathways to overcoming the limitations of the material world.

5. Metaphysics of Sex

Evola's exploration of sexuality delves into its sacred and ritualistic
dimensions, moving beyond purely biological or psychological interpretations.
He argues for the transformative potential of eroticism when approached
within a traditional, hierarchical, and spiritual framework. The book seeks
to reclaim sex as a potent force for spiritual ascent, not mere pleasure.

6. Men Among the Ruins

This collection of Evola's writings from the post-World War II era reflects
his continued disappointment with the prevailing post-war order and the
perceived triumph of liberal democracy. He critically analyzes the forces he
believes have led to the further erosion of traditional values and spiritual
depth. The essays offer a somber but resolute perspective on navigating a
degenerate world.

7. The Doctrine of Awakening

This work focuses on Buddhist principles, particularly Zen Buddhism, as a
means of achieving spiritual liberation and self-mastery. Evola analyzes
these Eastern philosophies through the lens of his own Traditionalist
worldview, seeking parallels and insights into the process of overcoming the
ego. It offers a path towards detachment and inner freedom distinct from



Western spiritual paths.

8. The Crisis of the Modern World

This book presents a broader analysis of the societal and spiritual malaise
afflicting contemporary Western civilization. Evola identifies the root
causes of this crisis in the abandonment of spiritual principles and the
embrace of materialistic ideologies. He outlines the consequences of this
spiritual vacuum and the urgent need for a fundamental reevaluation of modern
life.

9. Esotericism of the War

This collection of essays by Evola examines the spiritual and symbolic
dimensions of warfare, particularly in the context of the 20th century. He
moves beyond conventional political and historical analyses to explore the
underlying spiritual forces at play in global conflicts. The work suggests
that war, when understood through a traditional lens, can be a catalyst for
spiritual renewal or a manifestation of decadence.
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