killers of the flower moon parents guide

killers of the flower moon parents guide offers a comprehensive resource for families navigating
the complex themes and mature content of Martin Scorsese’s epic crime drama. This guide delves
into the historical context, the intricate plot, and the sensitive subject matter, empowering parents
to make informed decisions about whether this film is appropriate for their children and to facilitate
meaningful discussions. We will explore the film's portrayal of greed, betrayal, systemic injustice,
and violence, providing age-appropriateness considerations, potential discussion points, and ways to
understand the Osage Nation's perspective. Our aim is to equip parents with the knowledge to
approach "Killers of the Flower Moon" thoughtfully, ensuring a productive and educational viewing
experience if they choose to watch it with their families.
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Understanding "Killers of the Flower Moon": Historical
Context and Significance

To fully grasp the impact and importance of "Killers of the Flower Moon," understanding its
historical roots is crucial. The film, based on David Grann's non-fiction book of the same name,
chronicles the shocking true story of the Osage Nation in the 1920s. The Osage, having become
incredibly wealthy due to oil discovered on their land, were targeted by white settlers and
conspirators who systematically murdered Osage individuals to inherit their oil-rich land and wealth.
This period, often referred to as the "Reign of Terror," represents a dark chapter in American
history, highlighting the devastating consequences of greed and racial prejudice.

The film’s setting in Fairfax, Oklahoma, brings to life the vibrant culture and newfound prosperity of
the Osage people, juxtaposed with the insidious machinations of those seeking to exploit them. This
historical backdrop is essential for parents to consider, as it provides a foundation for understanding
the motivations and actions of the characters. It’s a story of immense injustice and the fight for
survival and sovereignty.



Age Appropriateness and Content Advisory for Killers
of the Flower Moon

As a cinematic adaptation of a disturbing historical event, "Killers of the Flower Moon" carries
significant content advisories that parents must carefully review. The film is rated R by the Motion
Picture Association (MPA) for good reason, citing strong violence, disturbing content, and thematic
material. This rating suggests that the film is intended for mature audiences, and parental discretion
is strongly advised, especially for younger viewers.

The reasons behind the R rating are multifaceted. The film depicts:

e Graphic and intense violence, including shootouts, stabbings, and implied murders.
e Scenes of poisoning and physical assault.

e Themes of murder, conspiracy, and exploitation.

e The depiction of systemic racism and the devaluation of Indigenous lives.

e Language that may be considered offensive.

For children under the age of 17, it is highly recommended that they do not view this film without a
parent or guardian. Even then, a discussion about the film's content and themes is essential.
Younger teenagers may also find the violence and thematic material to be overwhelming or
distressing, even with parental guidance. The emotional weight of the story, focusing on betrayal
and loss within a family context, also adds another layer of complexity for younger audiences to
process.

Key Themes and Discussion Points for Families

"Killers of the Flower Moon" is rich with themes that can spark important conversations between
parents and children. Beyond the surface-level crime narrative, the film explores profound issues
relevant to understanding history and human nature. Engaging with these themes can transform a
viewing experience into an educational opportunity.

The Corrupting Influence of Greed

One of the central themes is how insatiable greed can lead individuals to commit heinous acts. The
film starkly illustrates the lengths to which people will go when driven by the desire for wealth and
power, even at the cost of human lives. Discussing this with children can help them understand the
destructive nature of avarice and the importance of ethical behavior.



Betrayal and Familial Bonds

The narrative delves into instances of betrayal, particularly within what appear to be close
relationships. This aspect of the story can lead to discussions about trust, loyalty, and the
complexities of human relationships, especially when significant financial stakes are involved. It
raises questions about what people are capable of when their self-interest is threatened.

Systemic Injustice and Racial Prejudice

The film provides a stark look at systemic injustice and the pervasive racial prejudice faced by the
Osage Nation. It highlights how legal systems and societal attitudes can be manipulated to oppress
and exploit marginalized communities. This is a critical point for discussion, helping children
understand historical injustices and the ongoing fight for equality.

The Value of Life and Legacy

The murders depicted in the film underscore the immense value of human life and the devastating
impact of its premature end. It also touches upon the concept of legacy and how the actions of
individuals can shape the history and future of communities. Conversations about these aspects can
foster empathy and an appreciation for human dignity.

Navigating the Violence and Sensitive Subject Matter

The violence in "Killers of the Flower Moon" is not gratuitous but rather integral to the narrative and
the historical reality it portrays. However, its depiction is graphic and can be disturbing. Parents
need to be prepared to address this aspect directly with their children.

When discussing the violence, consider the following:

¢ Contextualize the Violence: Explain that the violence stems from a real historical period of
targeted murders and exploitation. Emphasize that these acts were not random but part of a
deliberate conspiracy to seize wealth.

¢ Acknowledge the Impact: Validate any feelings of shock or discomfort your child may
experience. Let them know it’s okay to feel that way about witnessing such acts, even in a film.

» Focus on Consequences: While the violence is depicted, also discuss the severe
consequences for the perpetrators and the lasting trauma inflicted on the victims and their
families. This reinforces that violence has repercussions.

¢ Avoid Glorification: Ensure discussions do not inadvertently glorify or sensationalize the
violence. The aim is to understand its historical context and its devastating human cost.



Beyond physical violence, the film also touches on emotional and psychological manipulation. The
quiet, insidious nature of some of the betrayals can be as impactful as the overt acts of violence. It’s
important to be ready to discuss how people can be harmed through manipulation and deceit,
especially when fueled by greed.

The Osage Nation's Role and Perspective

A vital component of understanding "Killers of the Flower Moon" is recognizing and respecting the
Osage Nation's perspective. The film is based on their history, and their voices are central to the
narrative. It’s crucial for parents to convey to their children that this is not just a crime story but a
recounting of a significant period in Indigenous American history.

Key aspects to highlight regarding the Osage Nation include:

e Sovereignty and Resilience: Discuss the Osage Nation's inherent sovereignty and their
resilience in the face of immense adversity. They were a self-governing people whose wealth
was derived from their ancestral lands.

e The Reign of Terror: Explain that the systematic killings were an attempt to dispossess them
of their oil wealth, a direct attack on their sovereignty and future.

e Cultural Richness: While the film focuses on a dark period, it also offers glimpses into Osage
culture and traditions. Encourage children to see beyond the tragedy and appreciate the
strength and vibrancy of the Osage people.

¢ Representation Matters: Emphasize the importance of accurate and respectful
representation of Indigenous peoples in media, and how this film aims to bring their story to a
wider audience.

It is also beneficial to encourage further research into the Osage Nation and their history. This can
foster a deeper understanding and appreciation for their enduring legacy and the ongoing impact of
these historical events.

Preparing Your Children for "Killers of the Flower
Moon"

Before watching "Killers of the Flower Moon" with your children, thorough preparation is key to
ensuring they are emotionally and intellectually ready for the material. This proactive approach can
help mitigate potential distress and enhance their comprehension of the film's complexities.

Consider the following preparatory steps:



e Discuss the Historical Context: Briefly explain the historical period and the basic premise of
the story - the discovery of oil on Osage land and the subsequent targeting of Osage
individuals for their wealth.

e Explain the Rating: Clearly articulate what an R rating means and why this particular film
has it, focusing on the mature themes and the depiction of violence.

e Set Expectations: Let your children know that the film is serious, deals with difficult
historical truths, and is not a typical action or adventure movie.

¢ Check for Pre-existing Knowledge: Assess what your child may already know or believe
about this historical period or similar injustices to tailor your explanation.

e Establish a Safe Viewing Environment: Ensure they feel comfortable asking questions
during or after the film without judgment.

The goal is not to scare them but to equip them with the necessary context and emotional
preparedness to engage with the film thoughtfully and responsibly. This initial dialogue sets the
stage for a more meaningful viewing experience.

After the Viewing: Continuing the Conversation

The conversations should not end once the credits roll. "Killers of the Flower Moon" offers numerous
opportunities for continued dialogue that can deepen understanding and promote critical thinking
long after the viewing is complete.

Here are some ways to continue the conversation:

e Debriefing the Emotional Impact: Ask your children how the film made them feel. Discuss
any scenes that were particularly impactful or disturbing.

e Reviewing Historical Accuracy: Compare the film’s portrayal with historical facts. Discuss
the importance of historical accuracy in storytelling and the challenges of adapting true events
for the screen.

e Connecting to Present-Day Issues: Explore how the themes of greed, injustice, and
prejudice are still relevant in contemporary society. Discuss the ongoing fight for Indigenous
rights and land sovereignty.

¢ Exploring Character Motivations: Discuss the complex motivations of the characters. Why
did certain individuals act the way they did? Were there any moments of moral ambiguity?

¢ Encouraging Further Learning: Suggest reading the book, researching the Osage Nation,
or learning more about this period of American history.



By engaging in these discussions, parents can help their children process the difficult subject
matter, learn valuable historical lessons, and develop a greater sense of empathy and social
awareness.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is 'Killers of the Flower Moon' appropriate for older teens?

While it's a critically acclaimed film, ‘Killers of the Flower Moon' deals with mature themes including
murder, exploitation, racism, and historical trauma. It's best suited for mature teenagers (16+) who
can process these complex issues with adult guidance.

What are the main mature themes in 'Killers of the Flower
Moon' that parents should be aware of?

The film depicts systemic racism, greed, betrayal, murder, the devastating impact of oil wealth on an
Indigenous community, and the manipulation of vulnerable people. There are also scenes of violence
and death, though not overly graphic.

Are there any intense or disturbing scenes in 'Killers of the
Flower Moon'?

Yes, there are scenes depicting murder and its aftermath, as well as moments of intense emotional
distress and suspense. While not gratuitously graphic, the subject matter itself is disturbing due to
the historical injustices it portrays.

Does the film glorify violence or the perpetrators?

No, the film is widely regarded as a historical drama that exposes and condemns the violence and
exploitation that occurred. It focuses on the suffering of the Osage Nation and the investigation into
the murders.

What historical context should parents provide when
discussing 'Killers of the Flower Moon' with their children?

It's important to explain the history of the Osage Nation, their wealth derived from oil, the concept
of headrights, and the systemic racism and land grabs that Indigenous peoples faced in the United
States during this period. The film serves as a powerful educational tool for this.

Are there any complex moral or ethical questions raised by the
film that might require discussion?

Absolutely. The film prompts discussions about greed, the corrupting influence of wealth, the nature
of justice, the importance of truth-telling, and the lasting legacy of historical injustices. It also



explores complex motivations and moral ambiguities.

How does the film portray the Osage people and their culture?

The film strives for an authentic portrayal of the Osage people and their culture, highlighting their
resilience, traditions, and the devastating impact of the 'reign of terror' on their community. The
Osage Nation was heavily involved in the making of the film.

Is the film's length a factor for younger viewers?

Yes, 'Killers of the Flower Moon' is a long film, clocking in at over three hours. This can be
challenging for younger viewers with shorter attention spans. It's important to ensure they are
prepared for the runtime and engaged with the story.

What kind of conversations might be beneficial after watching
'Killers of the Flower Moon'?

Discussions could focus on empathy for the Osage victims, understanding the historical context of
the events, the importance of fighting against injustice, and the ongoing relevance of these historical
truths in contemporary society. It's also an opportunity to discuss the power of storytelling and
filmmaking.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to a hypothetical "Killers of the Flower Moon Parents Guide," focusing
on themes of historical context, indigenous representation, and the complexities of the events
depicted:

1. The Osage Nation: Survival and Sovereignty

This book would delve into the rich history and enduring resilience of the Osage Nation prior to and
during the oil boom. It would explore their traditions, governance, and the profound impact of
external pressures on their way of life. Understanding their sovereignty is crucial to grasping the
injustices they faced.

2. A Century of Betrayal: Indigenous Peoples and Broken Treaties

This title would provide a broader historical context by examining the systemic dispossession and
betrayal experienced by various Indigenous peoples in the United States. It would highlight the
recurring patterns of broken treaties and legal maneuvering that undermined Indigenous rights.
This context helps explain the vulnerability of the Osage.

3. The True Cost of Progress: Resource Extraction and Exploitation

This book would explore the ethical dilemmas and human cost associated with resource extraction,
using historical examples that resonate with the Osage land's wealth. It would examine how the
pursuit of economic gain can lead to the exploitation of vulnerable populations and environments.
The narrative would question the concept of "progress" when it comes at such a price.

4. Justice Deferred: The Long Road to Accountability
This title would focus on the legal and social ramifications of unpunished crimes and the struggle for



justice across generations. It would examine how societal biases and systemic failures can impede
the pursuit of accountability. The book would highlight the importance of seeking truth and
recognition for victims.

5. Indigenous Voices: Narratives of Resilience and Resistance

This book would center the experiences and perspectives of Indigenous individuals and communities
who have navigated historical trauma and systemic oppression. It would showcase stories of
adaptation, cultural preservation, and ongoing activism. The aim is to present a multifaceted view
beyond victimhood.

6. The Specter of Greed: Wealth, Power, and Corruption

This title would analyze the destructive forces of greed and the corrupting influence of unchecked
power. It would explore historical and contemporary instances where avarice has led to profound
human suffering and injustice. The book would prompt readers to consider how these forces operate
in society.

7. Navigating Difficult Histories: A Guide for Families

This hypothetical book would offer practical advice and discussion starters for parents and children
engaging with complex and often traumatic historical events. It would provide tools for
understanding historical context, empathy, and critical thinking. The goal is to facilitate meaningful
conversations about the past.

8. Unearthing the Truth: The Role of Journalism and Investigation

This book would explore the crucial role of investigative journalism and historical research in
uncovering hidden truths and exposing wrongdoing. It would showcase how diligent reporting and
dedicated scholarship can bring about understanding and closure. The narrative would celebrate
those who seek to illuminate injustices.

9. The Enduring Spirit: Osage Culture and Community Today

This title would shift focus to the vibrant present-day reality of the Osage Nation, highlighting their
ongoing cultural practices, community initiatives, and the strength of their identity. It would
demonstrate that despite historical tragedies, the Osage people continue to thrive. This offers a
message of hope and continued existence.
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