
lesson 2 the new england colonies answer key

lesson 2 the new england colonies answer key offers a comprehensive guide to understanding the

formation, development, and characteristics of the New England colonies during early American

history. This article serves as an essential resource for students and educators seeking detailed

explanations and clarifications related to this specific lesson. It covers the geographic, economic,

social, and political aspects that defined the New England colonies, providing accurate and clear

answers to typical questions found in educational materials. Additionally, the content explores the

reasons behind the colonies’ establishment, the role of religion and governance, and the daily lives of

colonists. This article also highlights key figures and events that shaped the region, ensuring a well-

rounded grasp of the topic. For those preparing for exams or needing a reliable reference, this lesson

2 the new england colonies answer key is structured for clarity and effectiveness. Below is an outline

of the main sections that will be thoroughly discussed.

Overview of the New England Colonies

Geography and Climate Impact

Economic Foundations and Industry

Social Structure and Daily Life

Religious Influence and Education

Governance and Political Development

Key Figures and Events



Overview of the New England Colonies

The New England colonies consisted primarily of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New

Hampshire. Established in the early 17th century, these colonies played a critical role in the expansion

of English settlements in North America. The colonies were initially founded for religious freedom and

economic opportunity, attracting Puritans and other groups seeking to practice their beliefs without

persecution. This section provides a foundational understanding of the establishment and purpose of

the New England colonies, setting the stage for detailed discussions on their characteristics.

Founding Purposes and Motivations

The primary motivation for founding the New England colonies was religious freedom. Many settlers,

especially Puritans, sought to build communities based on their strict religious principles. Besides

religious reasons, economic factors such as trade, fishing, and farming also influenced settlement

patterns. This combination of motives shaped the unique culture and governance of the region.

Timeline of Establishment

The New England colonies were established over several decades, beginning with the Pilgrims' landing

at Plymouth in 1620. Massachusetts Bay Colony followed in 1630, with Connecticut and Rhode Island

founded shortly after. Each colony had distinct origins but shared common themes of community,

religion, and governance.

Geography and Climate Impact

The geography and climate of New England significantly influenced the development of the colonies.

The region is characterized by rocky soil, dense forests, and a coastline with natural harbors. The

colder climate compared to southern colonies also affected agricultural practices and settlement

patterns. Understanding the environmental context is crucial for grasping the economic and social



structure of the New England colonies.

Physical Landscape

The rocky terrain limited large-scale farming, prompting settlers to adapt by focusing on smaller farms

and other industries. The abundance of forests provided resources for shipbuilding and timber exports,

while the coastline enabled fishing and trade.

Climate Effects on Agriculture

New England's colder temperatures and shorter growing seasons restricted the types of crops that

could be cultivated. Colonists primarily grew corn, beans, and squash, and supplemented their diet

with hunting and fishing. These conditions encouraged a diversified economy rather than reliance on

plantations common in the South.

Economic Foundations and Industry

The economy of the New England colonies was diverse and adapted to the region’s geographic

constraints. Unlike the plantation-based economy of the southern colonies, New England’s economy

was based on small-scale farming, fishing, shipbuilding, and trade. This section explores the economic

activities that sustained the colonies and supported their growth.

Agriculture and Farming

Due to rocky soil and limited farmland, agriculture was often subsistence-based. Colonists grew staple

crops like corn and raised livestock such as cattle and pigs. Farms were generally small and family-

operated, focusing on self-sufficiency rather than cash crop production.



Fishing and Maritime Industry

Fishing was a critical industry, with cod being one of the most valuable catches. The abundance of fish

supported local communities and provided goods for export. The maritime industry extended to

shipbuilding, which became a major economic driver due to the availability of timber and natural

harbors.

Trade and Commerce

Trade in New England was robust, both within the colonies and internationally. Colonists exported fish,

timber, and ships while importing goods from England and other colonies. Markets and ports such as

Boston became central hubs of commerce.

Small-scale farming for sustenance

Fishing and cod as major exports

Shipbuilding industry growth

Active trade with Europe and other colonies

Social Structure and Daily Life

Social life in the New England colonies was closely tied to religious practices and community values.

The population consisted mainly of families with strong communal ties, and social roles were often

defined by gender and class. Understanding the social dynamics reveals how the New England

colonies maintained cohesion and order.



Family and Gender Roles

Families were the core social unit, with men typically responsible for farming and trade, while women

managed household duties and child-rearing. Education and religious instruction were common

responsibilities for women as well.

Community and Social Hierarchy

New England society was relatively egalitarian compared to other colonies but still had distinctions

based on wealth, church membership, and political influence. Town meetings and church membership

often determined social standing and civic participation.

Education and Literacy

Education was highly valued in the New England colonies, largely due to religious motivations. Literacy

rates were high, and many towns established schools to ensure that children could read the Bible and

participate in civic life.

Religious Influence and Education

Religion was the cornerstone of New England colonial life, shaping laws, education, and social

practices. The Puritan faith influenced almost every aspect of daily life and governance. This section

examines how religious beliefs were integrated into the colonies’ institutions.

Puritan Beliefs and Practices

Puritans advocated for a strict moral code and close-knit religious communities. Their belief in

predestination and the importance of a personal relationship with God influenced social norms and

legal codes.



Church and State Relationship

In New England, church membership was often a requirement for voting and holding office. The close

relationship between church and government ensured that religious leaders held significant influence

over civic matters.

Education as a Religious Duty

Education was seen as essential to maintaining religious purity and community standards. Schools

were established early in the colonies, and the Massachusetts Bay Colony passed laws requiring

towns to provide education.

Governance and Political Development

The New England colonies developed unique forms of governance that reflected their communal and

religious values. Town meetings and representative assemblies were common, providing colonists with

a degree of self-government unusual for the period. This section explores the political structures that

emerged.

Town Meetings and Local Government

Town meetings were the primary form of local government, allowing male church members to vote on

community decisions. This participatory form of government laid the groundwork for democratic

traditions in America.

Colonial Charters and Laws

Each colony operated under a charter granted by the English crown, which defined its legal framework.

Laws were heavily influenced by Puritan religious principles and focused on maintaining social order



and moral conduct.

Role of the General Court

The General Court served as the legislative and judicial body in colonies like Massachusetts Bay. It

combined legislative functions with enforcement of laws, underscoring the integration of governance

and religion.

Key Figures and Events

Several prominent individuals and historical events played pivotal roles in shaping the New England

colonies. Understanding these helps contextualize the broader narratives of colonial development and

religious freedom.

Notable Leaders

Figures such as John Winthrop, a leading Puritan governor, and Roger Williams, founder of Rhode

Island and advocate for religious tolerance, were instrumental in the development of the region. Their

leadership styles and beliefs influenced colonial policies and society.

Significant Events

Events like the founding of Plymouth Colony, the Pequot War, and the establishment of the Mayflower

Compact were critical in shaping colonial identity and governance. These milestones exemplify the

challenges and adaptations of early settlers.

1620: Arrival of the Pilgrims at Plymouth1.



1630: Massachusetts Bay Colony established2.

1636: Founding of Rhode Island by Roger Williams3.

1637: Pequot War between colonists and Native Americans4.

1647: Massachusetts passes the Old Deluder Satan Act promoting education5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main economic activities in the New England colonies

as described in Lesson 2?

The main economic activities in the New England colonies included fishing, shipbuilding, lumbering,

and small-scale farming.

How did geography influence the development of the New England

colonies according to Lesson 2?

The rocky soil and harsh climate limited large-scale farming, leading settlers to focus on fishing,

trading, and shipbuilding, which shaped the economy and society of the New England colonies.

What role did religion play in the New England colonies as explained in

Lesson 2?

Religion was central to the New England colonies, with many settlers seeking religious freedom.

Puritan beliefs influenced laws, education, and community life.



According to Lesson 2, what were some key features of the

government in the New England colonies?

The New England colonies often had town meetings that allowed male church members to vote,

reflecting a form of self-government and community involvement.

How did the New England colonists interact with Native Americans as

outlined in Lesson 2?

The interactions were mixed; initially, there was cooperation and trade, but over time conflicts arose

due to land disputes and cultural differences.

Additional Resources

1. The New England Colonies: Foundations and Growth

This book explores the establishment and development of the New England colonies, focusing on the

social, economic, and political factors that shaped the region. It covers the Puritan influence, town

meetings, and early colonial governance. Readers will gain insight into how these colonies laid the

groundwork for American democracy.

2. Life in Colonial New England

An engaging look at daily life in the New England colonies, this book describes the roles of men,

women, and children, as well as the importance of religion and education. It also delves into the

challenges settlers faced, including harsh winters and conflicts with Native Americans. The book offers

vivid illustrations and firsthand accounts to bring the era to life.

3. Puritans and Pilgrims: The Founding of New England

This title focuses on the religious motivations behind the founding of New England colonies,

highlighting the beliefs and practices of Puritans and Pilgrims. It explains how their desire for religious

freedom influenced the political and social structures of the colonies. The book also examines the



legacy of these groups in shaping American culture.

4. Economy and Trade in the New England Colonies

Detailing the economic activities that sustained the New England colonies, this book covers agriculture,

fishing, shipbuilding, and trade. It explains how geography and natural resources influenced economic

choices. Readers will learn about the importance of commerce and how it connected New England to

the wider Atlantic world.

5. Government and Law in Colonial New England

This volume presents the origins of colonial government, including town meetings and the development

of laws in New England. It discusses the balance between religious authority and civil governance. The

book highlights key documents and events that paved the way for participatory government in America.

6. Native American Relations in Early New England

Focusing on the complex interactions between Native Americans and English settlers, this book

explores trade, alliances, and conflicts. It provides perspectives from both sides and examines how

these relationships affected the colonies’ survival and expansion. The text also covers significant

events such as King Philip’s War.

7. Education and Religion in the New England Colonies

This book discusses the central role of religion in education and community life in New England. It

explains the establishment of schools and colleges, such as Harvard, and the emphasis on literacy for

reading the Bible. The work also explores how religious doctrine influenced law and social norms.

8. Migration and Settlement Patterns in New England

An analysis of the demographic trends and settlement strategies of early colonists, this book looks at

where settlers came from and why they chose New England. It examines the formation of towns and

the distribution of land. The book also considers the impact of migration on indigenous populations and

colonial development.

9. The New England Colonies in the American Revolution



This title traces the role of New England colonies in the buildup to and during the American

Revolution. It highlights key events, such as the Boston Tea Party and the battles of Lexington and

Concord. The book provides context on how the political and social foundations of New England

influenced revolutionary ideals.
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