
linda sue park a single shard
linda sue park a single shard is a celebrated novel that combines rich storytelling with cultural
history, capturing readers’ imaginations through its vivid portrayal of 12th-century Korea. Written
by Linda Sue Park, the book follows the journey of a young orphan named Tree-ear, whose dream to
become a potter unfolds amidst the intricate world of Korean ceramics. This award-winning novel is
renowned for its authentic depiction of historical life, detailed descriptions of pottery-making, and
themes of perseverance and hope. The narrative not only entertains but educates readers about
traditional Korean culture and artistry. This article provides an in-depth exploration of linda sue
park a single shard, including its plot, characters, themes, and significance in children’s literature.
The following sections will guide you through the key elements that make this book a staple in
educational and literary discussions.
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Main Characters and Character Development

Themes and Symbolism in A Single Shard
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Overview of Linda Sue Park's A Single Shard
Linda Sue Park’s A Single Shard is a historical fiction novel set in 12th-century Korea, centered on
the life of an orphan boy named Tree-ear. Living under a bridge in the village of Ch’ulp’o, he
becomes fascinated by the work of a master potter named Min. Tree-ear’s determination to learn
pottery and his adventures form the core of the story. The novel explores themes of dedication,
mentorship, and the pursuit of dreams within a culturally rich setting. Park’s writing style is simple
yet evocative, making the story accessible to middle-grade readers while providing depth for adult
audiences.

Plot Summary
The story begins with Tree-ear observing Min, a potter famed for his exquisite ceramics. Despite
having no formal apprenticeship, Tree-ear becomes Min's helper and secretly learns the craft. The
plot thickens as Tree-ear embarks on a challenging journey to deliver a delicate pottery piece to the
royal court, facing numerous obstacles. His perseverance and integrity ultimately lead to personal
growth and recognition. The narrative is structured to highlight both the artistic process of pottery
and the societal dynamics of the time.



Author’s Writing Style
Linda Sue Park employs descriptive language that vividly portrays the setting and characters
without overwhelming young readers. Her narrative balance between dialogue and exposition
enhances engagement and comprehension. The use of historical detail is woven seamlessly into the
story, enriching the reader’s understanding of Korean culture and the art of ceramics. The pacing is
deliberate, mirroring Tree-ear’s slow but steady progress in mastering the craft.

Main Characters and Character Development
The characters in linda sue park a single shard are carefully crafted to reflect the values and
struggles of their time. Tree-ear, Min, and Crane-man are central figures whose interactions drive
the story forward. Each character undergoes development that aligns with the novel’s themes of
growth, responsibility, and community.

Tree-ear
Tree-ear is portrayed as resourceful, hardworking, and humble. His journey from a nameless orphan
to a skilled potter’s apprentice is one of determination and self-discovery. Tree-ear’s character
teaches readers about the importance of patience and resilience in the face of adversity.

Min
Min, the master potter, represents dedication to craft and artistic excellence. Though initially
reserved, Min’s relationship with Tree-ear evolves into a mentor-mentee bond. His character
embodies the transmission of knowledge and tradition.

Supporting Characters
Crane-man, Tree-ear’s guardian figure, provides moral support and wisdom. Other villagers
contribute to the social fabric of the narrative, illustrating community dynamics in historical Korea.

Themes and Symbolism in A Single Shard
Linda Sue Park’s novel is rich with themes that resonate beyond its historical setting. The story uses
symbolism to enhance its messages, making it a profound read for both children and adults.

Perseverance and Hard Work
Tree-ear’s unwavering effort despite numerous hardships highlights the value of perseverance. The
novel emphasizes that success is often a result of patience and continuous effort rather than
immediate talent.



Mentorship and Learning
The relationship between Tree-ear and Min underscores the importance of mentorship. The passing
down of skills and knowledge is a key theme, reflecting cultural respect for teachers and artisans.

Symbolism of Pottery
Pottery in the novel symbolizes creativity, tradition, and the beauty of imperfection. The title itself,
“A Single Shard,” refers to a broken piece of pottery that holds significant meaning, representing
hope and potential.

Dedication to craft and art

Connection between past and present

Resilience through adversity

Historical and Cultural Context
The novel is set during the Koryo Dynasty, a period known for its advancements in ceramics,
particularly celadon pottery. Linda Sue Park extensively researched this era to ensure historical
accuracy in depicting daily life, social structures, and artistic techniques.

Korean Pottery Traditions
The story highlights the significance of pottery in Korean culture, particularly the intricate process
of celadon creation. The detailed descriptions provide insight into ancient craftsmanship and the
cultural value placed on art.

Societal Structure and Life in 12th Century Korea
A Single Shard offers a glimpse into the hierarchical society of the time, including the roles of
artisans, merchants, and common villagers. The novel reflects the challenges faced by orphans and
the importance of community support.

Reception and Awards
Since its publication, linda sue park a single shard has received critical acclaim for its literary
quality and educational value. The novel won the prestigious Newbery Medal, recognizing its
excellence in children’s literature.



Critical Acclaim
Critics praise the book for its authentic portrayal of historical Korea and compelling narrative. Its
ability to engage young readers with meaningful themes has been widely noted.

Awards and Honors
Among its accolades, the Newbery Medal stands out as a testament to the novel’s impact. The book
has been included in numerous school reading lists and literary discussions, further cementing its
status.

Educational Value and Use in Curriculum
Linda Sue Park’s A Single Shard is frequently incorporated into school curricula due to its rich
content and accessibility. It supports lessons in history, art, and literature, offering multidisciplinary
learning opportunities.

Teaching Historical Fiction
The novel is an excellent resource for teaching historical fiction, providing students with a narrative
that combines factual context with storytelling. It encourages critical thinking about history and
culture.

Incorporation into Art and Cultural Studies
Educators utilize the detailed pottery descriptions to introduce students to Korean art forms and
craftsmanship. The story serves as a springboard for projects on ceramics and cultural heritage.

Character and Theme Analysis
Classroom discussions often focus on the development of Tree-ear and the novel’s themes of
perseverance and mentorship. These analyses help students explore universal values through
literature.

Understanding historical context through narrative1.

Exploring character motivations and growth2.

Appreciating cultural artistry and tradition3.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Linda Sue Park's 'A Single Shard'?
'A Single Shard' explores themes of perseverance, dedication, and the pursuit of one's dreams
through the story of a young orphan named Tree-ear who aspires to become a potter in 12th-century
Korea.

Who is the protagonist in 'A Single Shard' by Linda Sue Park?
The protagonist is Tree-ear, an orphaned boy living under a bridge in a small Korean village, who
dreams of becoming a master potter.

What historical setting is depicted in 'A Single Shard'?
'A Single Shard' is set in 12th-century Korea during the Goryeo Dynasty, highlighting traditional
Korean pottery and culture.

Why did Linda Sue Park write 'A Single Shard'?
Linda Sue Park wrote 'A Single Shard' to share a story about Korean culture, history, and the
importance of craftsmanship, inspired by her interest in pottery and Korean heritage.

What awards has 'A Single Shard' received?
'A Single Shard' won the Newbery Medal in 2002, recognizing it as an outstanding contribution to
American children's literature.

Additional Resources
1. Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin
This beautifully illustrated novel blends Chinese folklore with an original tale about a young girl
named Minli. She embarks on a journey to find the Old Man of the Moon to ask him how she can
change her family's fortune. The story combines adventure and fantasy with themes of hope,
courage, and the power of storytelling.

2. The Hero and the Crown by Robin McKinley
This fantasy novel follows Aerin, a young woman who struggles to find her place in a kingdom that
doubts her abilities. When a deadly dragon threatens her homeland, Aerin must embrace her destiny
as a warrior and magic user. The book explores themes of bravery, self-discovery, and overcoming
prejudice.

3. Dragonwings by Laurence Yep
Set in early 1900s San Francisco, this historical novel tells the story of a young Chinese boy named
Moon Shadow and his father, who dreams of building a flying machine. The narrative highlights the
immigrant experience, family bonds, and the pursuit of dreams against adversity. It offers rich
cultural insight and emotional depth.



4. Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
This award-winning novel follows 10-year-old Bud Caldwell during the Great Depression as he
searches for his father. Combining humor and hardship, the story explores themes of resilience,
family, and identity. It is a compelling and heartwarming coming-of-age tale.

5. Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai
Told in free verse, this novel recounts the story of Hà, a young girl who flees Vietnam with her family
during the war and resettles in Alabama. The book poignantly captures her struggles with
displacement, cultural adjustment, and growing up. It’s a moving exploration of resilience and hope.

6. Shin’s Tricycle by Tatsuharu Kodama
This picture book is based on a true story from post-World War II Japan. It tells of Shin, a young boy
who tragically loses his family during the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. The book sensitively
addresses themes of loss, memory, and peace, making it a touching historical narrative.

7. The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo
This enchanting fantasy follows Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse with big ears and an even bigger
heart. His adventures in the castle’s dungeon and beyond emphasize courage, forgiveness, and the
power of storytelling. It’s a richly imaginative and uplifting tale.

8. The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis
Set in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, this novel tells the story of Parvana, a young girl who
disguises herself as a boy to support her family after her father’s arrest. The book highlights themes
of bravery, gender roles, and survival under oppression. It offers a powerful glimpse into life in a
war-torn country.

9. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
This historical novel is set in Nazi-occupied Denmark and follows Annemarie, a young girl who helps
her Jewish friend escape persecution. The story explores themes of friendship, courage, and sacrifice
during World War II. It is a poignant and accessible introduction to this difficult history.
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