
liturgy of st john chrysostom text

liturgy of st john chrysostom text stands as one of the most significant and
widely used liturgical texts in Eastern Orthodox Christianity. This ancient
liturgy, attributed to St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople, has
been celebrated for centuries and remains central to the worship life of many
Eastern Christian communities. The text embodies rich theological themes,
ritualistic elements, and profound prayers that emphasize the mystery of the
Eucharist and the worship of God. Understanding the liturgy of St John
Chrysostom text provides insights into its historical development, structure,
and spiritual significance. This article explores the origins, detailed
components, and key prayers of the liturgy, offering readers a comprehensive
view of its sacred text. The discussion also highlights its use in
contemporary worship and translation considerations.
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Historical Background of the Liturgy of St John
Chrysostom

The liturgy of St John Chrysostom text is traditionally attributed to St.
John Chrysostom, who served as Archbishop of Constantinople in the late 4th
and early 5th centuries. Known for his eloquent preaching and deep commitment
to pastoral care, Chrysostom is credited with composing this liturgical text
to provide a clear and theologically rich framework for worship. Although
some scholars debate the exact authorship and dating, the liturgy became
standardized in the Byzantine rite by the 5th century and has endured with
only minor changes since then.

This liturgy replaced earlier, less formalized Eucharistic rites in the
Eastern Church and quickly gained prominence due to its balanced combination
of solemnity and accessibility. It reflects the theological and liturgical
priorities of early Byzantine Christianity, emphasizing the incarnation,
salvation, and the transformative power of the Eucharist. The liturgy of St
John Chrysostom text also influenced other Eastern Christian traditions,
including the Armenian and Slavic rites.

Structure and Components of the Liturgy

The liturgy of St John Chrysostom text is carefully structured to guide the
faithful through the sacred mysteries of the Eucharist. It consists of
several distinct parts, each serving a specific purpose within the overall
worship experience. The structure is designed to facilitate a progression



from preparation and confession to thanksgiving and communion.

Proskomedia (Preparation of the Gifts)

The liturgy begins with the Proskomedia, a preparatory rite in which the
bread and wine are prepared for consecration. This section involves specific
prayers and ritual actions symbolizing Christ’s sacrifice and the offering of
the Church to God.

Liturgy of the Catechumens

This section includes the reading of Scripture, psalms, and hymns. It is
named for its historical function of allowing catechumens (those preparing
for baptism) to participate in the worship up to this point before being
dismissed.

Liturgy of the Faithful

The central part of the liturgy of St John Chrysostom text, the Liturgy of
the Faithful, involves the Eucharistic prayers, the consecration of the bread
and wine, and the distribution of Holy Communion. This section contains the
Anaphora, the most solemn prayer of thanksgiving and consecration.

Opening Blessing and Prayers

Readings from the Epistles and Gospels

Nicene Creed and Great Litany

Anaphora (Eucharistic Prayer)

Communion Rite

Thanksgiving and Dismissal

Key Prayers and Textual Elements

The liturgy of St John Chrysostom text is noted for its rich prayer content,
which articulates essential Christian doctrines and invites active worship.
Some prayers have become iconic within the Orthodox tradition for their
theological depth and poetic beauty.

The Anaphora

The central Eucharistic prayer, the Anaphora, is the heart of the liturgy. It
begins with the Preface, praising God for creation and salvation history,
followed by the Sanctus, where the congregation joins the angels in
proclaiming God’s holiness. The prayer continues with the epiclesis, invoking
the Holy Spirit to sanctify the offerings, and concludes with the words of



institution, recalling Christ’s Last Supper.

The Lord’s Prayer and Communion Hymns

The Lord’s Prayer is recited in unity before communion, reflecting the
communal nature of the Eucharist. Communion hymns, such as "Let Our Mouths Be
Filled with Your Praise," express thanksgiving and reverence during the
distribution of the Holy Gifts.

Dismissal Prayers

Following communion, the liturgy concludes with prayers of thanksgiving and a
final blessing. These prayers emphasize the transformative power of the
Eucharist and the mission of the faithful to live out the Gospel in daily
life.

Theological Significance of the Liturgy

The liturgy of St John Chrysostom text encapsulates core Orthodox theological
themes, particularly the incarnation, redemption, and sanctification through
the Holy Spirit. It presents the Eucharist as a real participation in the
Body and Blood of Christ, fostering communion with God and the Church.

The text’s prayers highlight the unity of the Trinity and the role of Christ
as both priest and sacrifice. The liturgy also underscores the Church’s role
as the living Body of Christ, called to worship and serve in the world.

Emphasis on Incarnation and Salvation

Real Presence in the Eucharist

Role of the Holy Spirit in Sanctification

Communal and Cosmic Dimensions of Worship

Contemporary Usage and Translations

The liturgy of St John Chrysostom text remains the primary Eucharistic rite
in the Eastern Orthodox Church and several Eastern Catholic Churches. It is
celebrated daily in many monasteries and frequently in parish churches
worldwide.

Modern translations seek to balance fidelity to the original Greek text with
accessibility and linguistic clarity. Various English versions exist,
reflecting different translation philosophies and denominational preferences.
Liturgical music and chant associated with the text also vary by tradition
but maintain the reverence and solemnity intended by the original
composition.

In addition to liturgical use, the text is studied for its theological
insights and historical importance, making it a subject of scholarly interest
and devotional reading.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom?

The Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is the most celebrated Divine Liturgy in
the Eastern Orthodox Church and Eastern Catholic Churches of the Byzantine
Rite, attributed to St. John Chrysostom, a 4th-century Archbishop of
Constantinople.

Where can I find the full text of the Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom?

The full text of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom can be found in various
liturgical books of the Eastern Orthodox Church, including online resources,
official church websites, and printed service books such as the Euchologion.

What language is the original text of the Liturgy of
St. John Chrysostom in?

The original text of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom was written in Greek,
which was the liturgical and common language of the Byzantine Empire during
St. John Chrysostom's time.

How does the text of the Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom differ from the Western Mass?

The Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom differs from the Western Mass in
structure, prayers, and theological emphasis, with a strong focus on the
hymns, incense, and the epiclesis (invocation of the Holy Spirit), reflecting
Eastern Christian liturgical traditions.

Are there modern translations of the Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom text available?

Yes, there are many modern translations of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
available in various languages, including English, to make the text
accessible to contemporary worshippers and scholars.

What are some key components of the Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom text?

Key components include the Great Litany, the Antiphons, the Little Entrance,
the Trisagion Hymn, the Prokeimenon, the Epistle and Gospel readings, the
Anaphora, and the Communion prayers.

Can the text of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom be
used for personal prayer?

Yes, many faithful use the text of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom for
personal prayer and meditation, although it is primarily intended for
communal worship in the context of the Divine Liturgy.



Additional Resources
1. The Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom: A Theological and Historical Overview
This book provides an in-depth examination of the origins and development of
the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. It explores the theological themes
embedded in the text and traces its evolution from the early Church to modern
usage. Scholars and liturgists will find valuable insights into the
historical context and spiritual significance of this central Byzantine rite.

2. Understanding the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
A comprehensive guide aimed at both clergy and laity, this book breaks down
the structure and components of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. It
explains the symbolism and meaning behind each prayer and hymn, making the
liturgy more accessible and enriching for worshippers. The author also
discusses the liturgy’s role in Orthodox spirituality and worship.

3. The Text and Tradition of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Focusing on the textual transmission and manuscript traditions, this
scholarly work analyzes various ancient copies of the Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom. It compares different versions and highlights significant textual
variations, offering a critical edition for researchers and students of
liturgical studies. The book also sheds light on how the liturgy has been
preserved and adapted through the centuries.

4. Worship and Word: The Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom in Contemporary
Practice
This volume explores how the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is celebrated in
today’s Orthodox churches around the world. It addresses contemporary
challenges and adaptations, including language translations and musical
settings. The book combines theological reflection with practical guidance
for clergy seeking to maintain the liturgy’s integrity while engaging modern
congregations.

5. The Spiritual Depth of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Delving into the mystical and spiritual dimensions of the liturgy, this book
examines how the prayers and hymns facilitate a transformative encounter with
God. It highlights the role of the liturgy in shaping personal and communal
holiness within the Orthodox tradition. Readers will gain a deeper
appreciation for the liturgy as a living expression of faith and devotion.

6. Commentary on the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
This detailed commentary provides line-by-line explanations of the liturgical
text, drawing from patristic sources and contemporary theology. It is an
invaluable resource for clergy, seminarians, and lay readers who wish to
understand the rich theological and pastoral implications of each element.
The book also explores the historical background of the prayers and rituals.

7. The Music of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Focusing on the chant traditions associated with the liturgy, this book
discusses the various musical settings used in different Orthodox cultures.
It explores how music enhances the worship experience and supports the
theological message of the prayers. Included are examples of traditional
melodies and guidance for choirs and chanters.

8. The Role of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom in Orthodox Identity
This work examines the liturgy’s significance as a cornerstone of Orthodox
Christian identity and community life. It discusses how the liturgy shapes
theological understanding, spiritual formation, and cultural expression among
Orthodox believers. The book also considers the liturgy’s ecumenical



implications and its place in inter-Christian dialogue.

9. Prayers and Hymns from the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom: A Devotional
Companion
Designed for personal devotion, this book collects key prayers and hymns from
the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom with reflections and meditations. It
encourages readers to enter more deeply into the spirit of the liturgy
outside the formal worship setting. Suitable for both Orthodox faithful and
those interested in Eastern Christian spirituality.
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