
making words by patricia cunningham

making words by patricia cunningham is a foundational resource widely used in literacy education to
develop phonemic awareness, decoding skills, and word recognition in young learners. This article explores
the key features and instructional strategies embedded within Patricia Cunningham’s approach,
emphasizing how it supports reading proficiency. The focus on explicit phonics instruction, multisensory
learning, and scaffolded practice makes "Making Words" a proven tool in classrooms and intervention
settings. Educators rely on this program to build a strong literacy foundation, helping students transition
from decoding to fluent reading. The following sections will detail the structure of the Making Words
program, its pedagogical principles, practical classroom applications, and the benefits it offers to diverse
learners.
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Overview of Making Words by Patricia Cunningham
Making Words by Patricia Cunningham is a systematic instructional program designed to teach students
how to manipulate phonemes to form words. It emphasizes hands-on learning through word-building
activities, which help students internalize the relationships between letters and sounds. The program is
structured around interactive lessons where learners physically assemble letters to create words, enhancing
their understanding of word patterns and phonics rules.

Originally developed to support early readers, Making Words has been adapted for various grade levels and
proficiency stages. It aligns with research-based phonics instruction principles, making it a trusted tool for
educators aiming to improve decoding and spelling skills. The program’s design encourages repeated
practice and incremental difficulty, allowing students to progress confidently as they master new word
families and phonetic concepts.



Core Components and Instructional Strategies
The Making Words program incorporates several core components that optimize literacy instruction. These
include explicit phonics teaching, multisensory engagement, and scaffolded progression of word
complexity. Together, these elements create a dynamic learning environment tailored to enhance word
recognition and spelling abilities.

Explicit Phonics Instruction
At the heart of Making Words is explicit phonics instruction, which involves direct teaching of letter-
sound relationships. Students learn to identify individual phonemes and blend them to form words. This
approach is fundamental for developing decoding skills necessary for reading fluency and comprehension.

Multisensory Learning Techniques
Making Words employs multisensory strategies that engage visual, auditory, and kinesthetic modalities.
Learners manipulate letter cards or tiles, say sounds aloud, and visualize word patterns simultaneously. This
multisensory approach strengthens memory retention and helps accommodate diverse learning styles.

Scaffolded Word-Building Activities
The program organizes word-building exercises from simple to increasingly complex words. Scaffolded
instruction ensures students have mastered foundational skills before advancing, which supports confidence
and reduces frustration. Each lesson focuses on specific phonetic patterns or spelling rules, systematically
expanding students’ word knowledge.

Use of letter cards or tiles for tactile manipulation

Focus on onset and rime patterns

Incorporation of vowel and consonant blends

Progression from CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words to multisyllabic words



Implementation in Classroom Settings
Making Words by Patricia Cunningham is designed for flexible implementation, suitable for whole-class
instruction, small groups, or one-on-one tutoring. Teachers integrate the program into literacy curricula to
complement reading and spelling lessons, ensuring consistent reinforcement of phonics skills.

Whole-Class Instruction
In whole-class settings, educators use Making Words lessons to engage all students simultaneously. The
teacher models word-building activities, guiding students through sound segmentation and blending
exercises. This collective participation fosters a collaborative environment where students learn from peers
and the instructor.

Small Group and Intervention Use
Small group instruction allows for targeted support, especially for learners struggling with phonics
concepts. Making Words materials facilitate intensive practice and individualized feedback in these
contexts, accelerating skill acquisition. Interventionists and reading specialists often rely on the program to
remediate specific decoding challenges.

Integration with Other Literacy Components
Making Words complements other literacy instruction components such as guided reading, writing
exercises, and vocabulary development. By reinforcing phonemic awareness and spelling skills, the
program enhances overall reading comprehension and fluency. Teachers often align Making Words lessons
with state standards and literacy benchmarks for cohesive instruction.

Benefits for Literacy Development
Utilizing Making Words by Patricia Cunningham offers significant benefits for early literacy development.
The program strengthens essential decoding skills, promotes phonemic awareness, and supports accurate
spelling, all of which contribute to proficient reading.

Improved Decoding and Word Recognition
By engaging students in active word construction, Making Words helps them internalize phoneme-
grapheme correspondences. This foundation enables faster and more accurate decoding of unfamiliar words,
a critical skill for reading fluency.



Enhanced Spelling Abilities
The program’s focus on letter manipulation and pattern recognition facilitates improved spelling accuracy.
Students learn to apply spelling rules and recognize common word families, which transfers to writing and
editing tasks.

Increased Student Engagement and Motivation
The hands-on nature of Making Words makes learning interactive and enjoyable. Students often
demonstrate higher motivation to participate in literacy activities, leading to better retention and skill
mastery.

Development of phonemic awareness

Strengthening of decoding accuracy

Promotion of spelling proficiency

Support for reading fluency and comprehension

Engagement through multisensory learning

Supporting Diverse Learners with Making Words
Making Words by Patricia Cunningham is effective for diverse student populations, including English
language learners (ELLs), students with learning disabilities, and those requiring differentiated instruction.
Its multisensory and structured approach aligns well with Universal Design for Learning (UDL) principles.

Adaptations for English Language Learners
ELL students benefit from the program’s clear, systematic phonics instruction combined with visual and
tactile supports. Making Words helps these learners develop foundational literacy skills necessary for
academic success in English.



Support for Students with Dyslexia and Learning Differences
For students with dyslexia or other reading challenges, Making Words provides explicit and repetitive
practice that targets phonological processing deficits. The incremental difficulty and multisensory
techniques help reduce learning barriers and promote confidence.

Differentiated Instruction Strategies
Teachers can adapt Making Words activities to meet individual student needs by modifying word
complexity, pacing, and support levels. This flexibility ensures all learners engage meaningfully with
phonics instruction and progress at an appropriate rate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Patricia Cunningham's book 'Making Words'?
'Making Words' by Patricia Cunningham focuses on teaching phonics and word-building skills to young
learners through hands-on activities that help develop reading and spelling abilities.

How does 'Making Words' support early literacy development?
'Making Words' supports early literacy by providing systematic, explicit instruction in phonics, allowing
children to manipulate letters and sounds to form words, which strengthens decoding and encoding skills.

Who is the target audience for Patricia Cunningham's 'Making Words'?
The target audience for 'Making Words' includes kindergarten and early elementary students, as well as
educators and parents looking for effective phonics-based literacy instruction methods.

What types of activities are included in 'Making Words'?
'Making Words' includes activities such as letter manipulation, word building, sorting, and blending
exercises designed to enhance phonemic awareness and spelling proficiency.

How can teachers implement 'Making Words' in their classrooms?
Teachers can implement 'Making Words' by using the structured lesson plans and materials to guide daily
phonics instruction, incorporating hands-on word-building activities that engage students in active learning.



What makes Patricia Cunningham's approach in 'Making Words' effective
compared to other phonics programs?
Patricia Cunningham's approach is effective because it emphasizes multisensory learning, incremental skill
development, and practical word-building exercises that cater to diverse learning styles and promote long-
term reading success.

Additional Resources
1. Making Words: Enhancing Phonemic Awareness and Spelling Development
This book by Patricia Cunningham offers a hands-on approach to teaching phonics and spelling through
word-building activities. It emphasizes the development of phonemic awareness, helping students
understand the relationship between sounds and letters. The book includes reproducible word cards and
detailed lesson plans designed to engage learners of various ages and skill levels.

2. Making Words: A Language Experience Approach
In this guide, Cunningham presents a language experience approach to literacy instruction, focusing on
word study as a pathway to reading and writing proficiency. The book encourages interactive learning
through word construction, enhancing both vocabulary and decoding skills. It is well-suited for educators
seeking practical strategies to support early readers.

3. Making Words: Word Study Lessons for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction
This resource provides structured lessons that integrate phonics, vocabulary, and spelling into
comprehensive word study sessions. Patricia Cunningham's method helps students build and manipulate
words to reinforce their understanding of orthographic patterns. The book also includes assessment tools to
monitor student progress effectively.

4. Making Words in the Classroom: A Teacher’s Guide to Word Building Activities
Designed for classroom use, this book offers a variety of engaging word building activities to support
literacy development. Cunningham emphasizes multisensory learning, allowing students to physically
manipulate letters to form words. The guide includes tips for differentiating instruction to meet diverse
learner needs.

5. Making Words: Strategies for Developing Skilled Readers
This book focuses on strategies that utilize word building to develop skilled reading capabilities. Patricia
Cunningham highlights the importance of connecting phonemic awareness with spelling patterns to
improve reading fluency. Educators will find practical activities to scaffold instruction for struggling
readers.

6. Making Words: A Toolkit for Phonics and Spelling Instruction
Serving as a comprehensive toolkit, this book offers materials and ideas for teaching phonics and spelling
through word construction. It includes reproducible templates, lesson outlines, and tips for incorporating



word study into daily literacy routines. Cunningham’s approach fosters student independence and
confidence in word recognition.

7. Making Words: An Interactive Approach to Word Study
This interactive guide encourages active student participation in word study through hands-on activities
and games. The book supports the development of phonological and orthographic skills essential for reading
and writing. It is ideal for both classroom teachers and literacy specialists seeking dynamic instructional
methods.

8. Making Words: Building Vocabulary and Spelling Skills
Patricia Cunningham’s book emphasizes the dual development of vocabulary and spelling through
systematic word building. The lessons help students understand word structure, prefixes, and suffixes,
enhancing their language comprehension. The book also provides strategies for integrating vocabulary
instruction with spelling practice.

9. Making Words: Effective Practices for Early Literacy Intervention
This resource is tailored for educators working with early literacy learners who need targeted
intervention. Cunningham presents effective word building practices designed to strengthen foundational
reading skills. The book includes case studies and examples demonstrating how word study can accelerate
literacy development.
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