a single shard by linda sue park 1

a single shard by linda sue park 1 is a critically acclaimed historical novel that explores
themes of perseverance, artistry, and cultural heritage through the eyes of a young
protagonist. Set in 12th century Korea, the story centers around Tree-ear, an orphan boy
who dreams of becoming a master potter despite numerous obstacles. Linda Sue Park’s
vivid storytelling and rich historical details bring to life the world of Korean pottery, making
this novel both an educational and captivating read. This article delves into the plot,
characters, themes, and historical context of a single shard by linda sue park 1.
Additionally, it highlights the book’s literary significance and its impact on readers and
educators alike. The following sections provide an in-depth look at what makes this novel a
treasured work in children’s literature.
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Overview of the Novel

a single shard by linda sue park 1 tells the story of Tree-ear, a determined boy living under
the care of a humble potter named Min in a small Korean village. The narrative follows
Tree-ear’s journey as he apprentices himself to Min, learning the art of pottery and striving
to overcome poverty and social limitations. The plot intensifies when Tree-ear is entrusted
with a risky mission to deliver a special pottery piece to the royal court in the capital city.
This journey tests his resilience, courage, and dedication to his craft, ultimately leading to
his recognition as a skilled potter.

Plot Summary

The novel begins with Tree-ear’s life as an orphan scavenging broken pottery shards from
the river to survive. Fascinated by the beautiful ceramics made by Min, Tree-ear becomes
his unofficial apprentice. The story develops as Tree-ear faces challenges such as harsh
weather, physical injury, and societal barriers. The climax occurs when Tree-ear travels to
the royal palace to present Min’s pottery, showcasing not only the artistic mastery of the



craft but also the cultural importance of Korean ceramics during the Goryeo Dynasty.

Setting

The story is set in Ch’ulp’o, a fictional village near the sea, and later moves to the royal city
of Kaesong during the 12th century. The detailed depiction of the village, the potter’s
workshop, and the royal court immerses readers in the historical atmosphere. The setting
plays a crucial role in understanding the economic and social dynamics of the time, as well
as the significance of pottery in Korean culture.

Main Characters

a single shard by linda sue park 1 features a concise but impactful cast of characters who
drive the story’s emotional and thematic depth. Each character represents different facets
of the society and personal traits essential to the novel’s message.

Tree-ear

The protagonist, Tree-ear, is an orphaned boy characterized by his determination, humility,
and curiosity. His journey from a scavenger to an apprentice and ultimately a recognized
potter symbolizes personal growth and the pursuit of excellence despite adversity.

Min
Min is the master potter who serves as Tree-ear’s mentor. He exemplifies dedication to

craft, patience, and integrity. Through Min, the novel explores the traditional Korean
pottery techniques and the value of mentorship in skill development.

Crane-man

Crane-man is Tree-ear’s guardian and a mysterious figure who imparts wisdom and
guidance. His relationship with Tree-ear adds emotional depth to the story, highlighting
themes of family beyond blood ties.

Themes and Motifs

The novel’s rich thematic content contributes to its enduring appeal. a single shard by linda
sue park 1 explores universal themes that resonate with readers of all ages.



Perseverance and Determination

Tree-ear’'s unwavering commitment to learning pottery despite numerous hardships
underscores the theme of perseverance. The novel demonstrates how dedication and hard
work can lead to success, regardless of one’s social standing.

Artistry and Craftsmanship

The meticulous descriptions of pottery-making highlight the importance of artistry and the
pride taken in one’s craft. The novel celebrates cultural heritage through the detailed
portrayal of Korean ceramics, emphasizing the beauty and significance of handmade art.

Mentorship and Learning

The relationship between Tree-ear and Min illustrates the value of mentorship. The novel
depicts the transmission of knowledge and skills across generations, reinforcing the idea
that learning is a lifelong process.

Social Class and Identity

The story addresses issues of social hierarchy and identity, showing how Tree-ear’s humble
origins do not define his potential. It challenges societal norms by illustrating the
protagonist’s growth beyond imposed limitations.

Historical and Cultural Context

a single shard by linda sue park 1 is deeply rooted in the historical period of the Goryeo
Dynasty in Korea, a time known for its exquisite celadon pottery. Understanding this
context enriches the reading experience and appreciation of the novel.

The Goryeo Dynasty

The Goryeo period (918-1392) was marked by significant cultural and artistic
achievements, including the production of celadon ceramics, which were highly prized both
domestically and internationally. The novel’s setting during this era highlights the cultural
pride associated with pottery.

Korean Pottery Traditions

The novel accurately reflects traditional Korean pottery techniques such as wheel throwing
and glazing. These details provide insight into the painstaking process of creating celadon
and the skill required to master it.



Social Structure and Economy

The story illustrates the village’s social hierarchy and the economic realities of craftsmen
and laborers. It sheds light on the roles of artisans in society and their interactions with the
ruling class, particularly through the royal court’s patronage.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Linda Sue Park employs a clear, concise prose style that is accessible to young readers
while maintaining depth and sophistication. Her narrative techniques contribute to the
novel’s emotional impact and educational value.

Point of View

The novel is narrated from a third-person limited perspective, focusing on Tree-ear’s
thoughts and experiences. This approach allows readers to connect closely with the
protagonist’s inner struggles and triumphs.

Descriptive Language

Park uses vivid imagery and sensory details to bring the setting and pottery-making
process to life. The descriptions of the kiln, clay, and finished ceramics engage readers
senses and enhance immersion.

’

Pacing and Structure

The story unfolds in a linear progression with carefully placed moments of tension and
resolution. The pacing maintains reader interest while allowing time for character
development and thematic exploration.

Reception and Awards

a single shard by linda sue park 1 has received widespread critical acclaim and numerous
accolades, cementing its status as a significant work in children’s literature.

Critical Acclaim

Critics have praised the novel for its authentic portrayal of Korean culture, compelling
characters, and inspirational themes. It is often recommended for readers interested in
historical fiction and cultural education.



Awards

The book won the prestigious Newbery Medal, recognizing its excellence in American
children’s literature. This award highlights the novel’s literary quality and its contribution to
diversity in storytelling.

Reader Impact

Many readers and educators report that the novel fosters an appreciation for perseverance,
cultural heritage, and artistic expression. Its accessibility and engaging narrative make it a
favorite in school curricula.

Educational Uses and Impact

a single shard by linda sue park 1 is frequently used in educational settings to teach
literature, history, and art. Its multidisciplinary appeal supports a variety of learning
objectives.

Classroom Applications

The novel is incorporated into lesson plans focusing on historical fiction, cultural studies,
and creative arts. It encourages discussions about character development, theme analysis,
and cultural understanding.

Interdisciplinary Learning

Teachers use the book to connect literature with history and art classes, enriching students’
knowledge of Korean history and traditional crafts. Projects often include pottery-making
activities inspired by the novel.

Skills Development

Reading the novel enhances vocabulary, comprehension, and critical thinking. It also
promotes empathy by presenting diverse cultural perspectives and challenging
stereotypes.

Benefits of Using a single shard by linda sue park 1 in
Education

¢ Introduces students to Korean history and culture

e Encourages appreciation of craftsmanship and art



e Supports character education through themes of perseverance and integrity
e Facilitates cross-curricular connections in language arts, social studies, and art

e Engages reluctant readers with a compelling narrative

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Single Shard' by Linda Sue
Park?

The main theme of 'A Single Shard' is perseverance and determination, as the protagonist
overcomes obstacles to achieve his dream of becoming a potter.

Who is the protagonist in 'A Single Shard' and what is
his goal?

The protagonist is Tree-ear, an orphan boy who aspires to learn pottery and become a
master potter.

How does Tree-ear's relationship with Min influence the
story?

Tree-ear's apprenticeship under Min, a master potter, is central to the story, showing
mentorship, trust, and the passing of skills and values.

What historical setting does 'A Single Shard' portray?

The novel is set in 12th-century Korea, providing insights into the culture, art, and society
of that period.

Why is the title 'A Single Shard' significant?

The title symbolizes the importance of a single piece of pottery, representing hope,
dedication, and the impact one small object or effort can have.

What challenges does Tree-ear face throughout the
novel?

Tree-ear faces poverty, physical injury, social obstacles, and the challenge of proving his
worth as a potter despite being an orphan with no formal training.



How does 'A Single Shard' address the concept of
identity and belonging?

Through Tree-ear's journey, the novel explores themes of identity and belonging as he
searches for his place in society and strives to be recognized for his talents and character.

Additional Resources

1. Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin

This beautifully illustrated novel blends Chinese folklore with a magical adventure. It follows
Minli, a young girl who sets out on a journey to improve her family's fortune. Along the way,
she meets mystical creatures and learns valuable lessons about gratitude and hope. The
story's rich cultural backdrop and strong, determined protagonist make it a wonderful
companion to *A Single Shard*.

2. Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

A touching story about friendship and imagination, this novel centers on Jess and Leslie,
two children who create a magical kingdom called Terabithia. It explores themes of loss,
courage, and the power of creativity. Like *A Single Shard*, it features a young protagonist
facing challenges with heart and resilience.

3. The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo

This charming tale follows Despereaux, a small mouse with big dreams and an adventurous
spirit. The story weaves themes of bravery, forgiveness, and love, highlighting the
importance of standing up for what is right. Its blend of fantasy and heartfelt storytelling
resonates well with readers who enjoyed the historical and emotional depth of *A Single
Shard*.

4. Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes by Eleanor Coerr

Based on a true story, this book tells of Sadako Sasaki, a young girl who develops leukemia
after the Hiroshima bombing. She begins folding paper cranes in the hope of making a
thousand, inspired by a Japanese legend promising a wish granted. The novel is a poignant
exploration of hope, perseverance, and the impact of historical events, complementing the
historical setting of *A Single Shard*.

5. The Watsons Go to Birmingham - 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis

This historical novel follows the Watson family as they travel from Michigan to Alabama
during a pivotal time in the Civil Rights Movement. It blends humor and serious themes to
depict a young boy's coming of age amid social change. Like *A Single Shard*, it offers
insight into a specific historical period through the eyes of a young protagonist.

6. Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai

Told in free verse, this novel recounts the story of Ha, a young Vietnamese girl who flees
her war-torn country to start a new life in America. It explores themes of displacement,
family, and resilience. The culturally rich narrative and the focus on a young character’s
perseverance align well with the spirit of *A Single Shard*.

7. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
Set during World War Il, this novel follows Annemarie, a Danish girl who helps her Jewish



friend escape the Nazis. It highlights bravery, friendship, and the impact of war on ordinary
people. The historical context and young protagonist’s courage make it a fitting read
alongside *A Single Shard*.

8. Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine

A retelling of the Cinderella fairy tale, this novel features Ella, who is cursed with obedience
and must find a way to break the spell. It combines humor, adventure, and themes of self-
empowerment. While more fantastical than *A Single Shard*, it shares a strong, determined
young heroine overcoming obstacles.

9. The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

This classic novel tells the story of Mary Lennox, a spoiled and lonely girl who discovers a
hidden, neglected garden. Through nurturing the garden and building friendships, she
experiences personal growth and healing. The themes of growth, healing, and discovery
resonate with the journey of the protagonist in *A Single Shard*.
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