a single shard by linda sue park

a single shard by linda sue park is a celebrated historical novel that brings to life the rich cultural
heritage of 12th-century Korea through the eyes of a young orphan named Tree-ear. This award-
winning book, penned by Linda Sue Park, explores themes of perseverance, artistry, and honor,
making it a significant work in children’s literature. The story centers on Tree-ear’s dream to become a
potter and the challenges he faces working under a master potter named Min. Readers are introduced
to the intricate world of Korean ceramics, the societal dynamics of the era, and the personal growth of
a determined boy striving for a better future. This article delves into the plot, characters, themes, and
historical context of a single shard by linda sue park, providing an in-depth understanding of its literary

significance and cultural impact. Below is an overview of the key sections covered in this article.
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Overview and Plot Summary

A single shard by Linda Sue Park is set in the bustling village of Ch’ulp’o in 12th-century Korea. The



narrative follows Tree-ear, a ten-year-old orphan boy who lives under a bridge and dreams of
becoming a potter. Tree-ear becomes an apprentice to Min, a master potter known for his exquisite
celadon ware, famous for its delicate blue-green glaze. The plot unfolds as Tree-ear takes on the
responsibility of delivering Min’s pottery to the royal court, facing numerous obstacles and learning
about dedication and craftsmanship along the way. The story captures the essence of ambition and

the value of hard work, emphasizing the bond between mentor and apprentice.

Plot Highlights

The novel begins with Tree-ear’s fascination with pottery and his quiet determination to learn the craft
despite his lack of formal status. Tree-ear secretly observes Min’s work and eventually earns the
potter’s trust. When Min’s work is accepted at the royal court, Tree-ear volunteers to deliver the
valuable ceramics to the capital city, embarking on a perilous journey. Along the way, Tree-ear
encounters challenges such as harsh weather, injury, and social prejudice, all of which test his resolve.
The climax centers on Tree-ear’s unwavering commitment to completing his mission, culminating in

recognition of his talent and hard work.

Setting and Atmosphere

The setting of the story is meticulously crafted to reflect the rural and artisan life of the Goryeo
Dynasty period. The village of Ch’ulp’o is depicted as a close-knit community centered around pottery
production. The descriptions of the pottery workshop, kiln firing processes, and the natural environment
contribute to an immersive reading experience. The atmosphere blends the simplicity of village life with
the complexity of artistic creation, highlighting the historical and cultural richness that frames the

narrative.

Main Characters in A Single Shard

The characters in a single shard by Linda Sue Park are well-developed, each contributing to the



story’s depth and emotional resonance. The relationships among the characters underline the novel’s

themes of loyalty, respect, and personal growth.

Tree-ear

Tree-ear is the protagonist, an orphan boy with a strong work ethic and a passionate interest in
pottery. His resourcefulness and humility define his character, as he faces adversity with courage and
determination. Tree-ear’s journey from a marginalized orphan to a recognized apprentice embodies the

core message of perseverance.

Min

Min is the master potter who initially appears stern and reserved. As a skilled craftsman, he represents
tradition and artistic excellence. His mentorship of Tree-ear is central to the narrative, illustrating the

transfer of knowledge and the importance of patience and discipline in mastering an art.

Other Supporting Characters

Additional characters include Crane-man, Tree-ear’s foster uncle, who provides emotional support and
guidance, and Kang, a fellow apprentice who offers a contrasting personality. These characters enrich

the story by adding layers of interpersonal dynamics and cultural context.

Themes and Messages

A single shard by Linda Sue Park explores several enduring themes that resonate with readers of all

ages. These themes are expressed through the characters’ experiences and the historical setting.



Perseverance and Hard Work

The novel underscores the importance of dedication and resilience. Tree-ear’s relentless efforts to
overcome obstacles and fulfill his responsibilities highlight the value of persistence in achieving one’s

goals.

Artistry and Craftsmanship

Art is portrayed not merely as creation but as a discipline requiring patience, precision, and respect for
tradition. The process of pottery-making is detailed to emphasize the skill and devotion involved in

producing beauty and utility.

Mentorship and Growth

The relationship between Tree-ear and Min reflects the significance of guidance and learning. The
story demonstrates how knowledge is passed down and how personal growth is fostered through

mentorship.

Social Class and Ildentity

The novel also addresses issues of social status and identity, depicting Tree-ear’s challenges as an
orphan and the societal barriers he must navigate. It encourages readers to reflect on fairness and the

possibility of transcending social limitations.

Historical and Cultural Context

The setting of a single shard by Linda Sue Park is deeply rooted in the historical period of the Goryeo
Dynasty, which lasted from 918 to 1392. This era is renowned for its artistic achievements, particularly

in ceramics.



Korean Celadon Pottery

Celadon pottery, known for its distinctive jade-green glaze, is a central element in the novel. The book
provides insights into the traditional techniques used by Korean potters, including the use of specific
clays, kiln firing methods, and glazing processes. This historical detail enriches the narrative and

educates readers about a significant aspect of Korean cultural heritage.

Societal Structure of the Era

The story reflects the social hierarchies and roles prevalent in 12th-century Korea. The distinction
between classes, such as artisans, nobles, and servants, is portrayed through the characters'
interactions and societal expectations. This context helps ground the story historically and explains the

obstacles faced by the protagonist.

Daily Life and Customs

The novel also illustrates aspects of daily life, including village community dynamics, traditional
clothing, and customs related to family and work. These details add authenticity and deepen readers’

understanding of the historical setting.

Literary Style and Reception

Linda Sue Park’s writing style in a single shard by Linda Sue Park is noted for its clarity, vivid
descriptions, and emotional depth. The author uses straightforward language suitable for middle-grade

readers while maintaining literary quality that appeals to a broader audience.

Narrative Techniques

The story is told from Tree-ear’s perspective, allowing readers to experience his thoughts and feelings



intimately. The author employs descriptive passages that bring the pottery-making process and the
natural environment to life. Dialogue is used effectively to develop character relationships and advance

the plot.

Awards and Critical Acclaim

The book received the prestigious Newbery Medal in 2002, recognizing its excellence in children’s
literature. Critics have praised its historical accuracy, engaging storytelling, and the meaningful lessons

it imparts. It is frequently included in school reading lists and literary discussions.

Impact on Readers and Literature

A single shard by Linda Sue Park has inspired interest in Korean culture and history among young
readers. Its success has contributed to greater visibility of Asian literature in the English-speaking

world and has encouraged the inclusion of diverse voices in children’s books.

Educational Value and Usage

The novel is widely used in educational settings to teach history, culture, and literature. Its rich content

and approachable style make it an effective tool for engaging students in multiple disciplines.

Classroom Applications

Teachers often use a single shard by Linda Sue Park to introduce topics such as:

¢ Historical Korean culture and art

e The process and significance of traditional pottery



¢ Character development and narrative structure

e Themes of perseverance and social justice

Discussion and Activities

Classroom discussions may focus on the challenges faced by Tree-ear, the significance of mentorship,
and the social context of the story. Activities include pottery-making projects, historical research

assignments, and creative writing inspired by the novel’s themes.

Cross-Curricular Connections

The book supports cross-curricular learning by connecting literature with history, art, and social
studies. It encourages students to explore cultural diversity and develop empathy through historical

fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Single Shard' by Linda Sue Park?

The main theme of 'A Single Shard' is perseverance and determination, as the protagonist overcomes
obstacles to achieve his dream of becoming a potter.

Who is the protagonist in 'A Single Shard' and what is his goal?

The protagonist is Tree-ear, an orphaned boy who dreams of learning pottery and becoming a master

potter.



How does Tree-ear’s relationship with Crane-man influence the story?

Crane-man acts as a mentor and father figure to Tree-ear, providing guidance, support, and motivation

throughout Tree-ear’s journey.

What role does pottery play in 'A Single Shard'?

Pottery symbolizes artistry, tradition, and the pursuit of excellence, central to the story's plot and Tree-

ear’s personal growth.

In what historical setting is 'A Single Shard' based?

The novel is set in 12th-century Korea, during the Goryeo Dynasty, providing a rich cultural and

historical backdrop.

How does Tree-ear demonstrate the value of hard work in the novel?

Tree-ear works tirelessly, even risking his safety to deliver pottery, showing dedication and the

importance of effort in achieving goals.

What challenges does Tree-ear face in his quest to become a potter?

Tree-ear faces poverty, lack of formal training, physical hardship, and the skepticism of established

potters.

How does 'A Single Shard’ explore the importance of mentorship?

The story highlights how mentorship, particularly from the potter Min, helps Tree-ear develop skills and

confidence.

Why is 'A Single Shard' considered an important book for young



readers?

It teaches valuable lessons about resilience, cultural appreciation, and following one’s passion despite

difficulties.

Additional Resources

1. Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin

This beautifully illustrated novel blends Chinese folklore and fantasy as it follows a young girl named
Minli on a quest to improve her family's fortune. The story explores themes of courage, hope, and the
power of storytelling, much like the cultural depth found in *A Single Shard*. It’s a captivating read for

those interested in Asian-inspired historical tales.

2. Dragonkeeper by Carole Wilkinson
Set in ancient China, this book tells the story of a young slave girl who becomes the caretaker of a
dragon. The narrative combines history, mythology, and adventure, providing a rich backdrop similar to

the historical setting in *A Single Shard*. It’s an engaging story about friendship, bravery, and destiny.

3. Peach Blossom Spring by Christina Soontornvat

This novel centers on a young girl who discovers a mysterious village hidden from the outside world.
With themes of family, tradition, and resilience, it resonates with the heartfelt and culturally immersive
storytelling found in *A Single Shard*. The book offers a mix of magical realism and historical

elements.

4. The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo
Though set in a fantasy world, this story about a small mouse with a big heart shares themes of
bravery, perseverance, and the pursuit of dreams. Like *A Single Shard*, it highlights how courage and

kindness can change one’s destiny. The narrative is both touching and inspiring.

5. Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis

Set during the Great Depression, this novel follows a young boy’s journey to find his father. It shares



*A Single Shard*’s themes of determination, hope, and overcoming hardship. The historical setting

provides a deep sense of time and place that enriches the story.

6. Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai

This novel-in-verse tells the story of a young girl and her family fleeing Vietnam during the war and
starting a new life in America. It explores themes of resilience, identity, and cultural heritage, echoing
the emotional depth and historical context found in *A Single Shard*. The poetic style adds a unique

voice to the story.

7. The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick

Set in 1930s Paris, this story follows an orphaned boy who maintains a mysterious automaton left by
his father. Combining historical fiction with mystery and adventure, it shares the meticulous
craftsmanship and emotional storytelling seen in *A Single Shard*. The book’s illustrations enhance

the immersive experience.

8. Ruby Lee and Me by Shannon Hitchcock

This novel explores the friendship between a young girl and an elderly woman in a small Southern
town, touching on themes of kindness, healing, and family bonds. Like *A Single Shard*, it emphasizes
human connection and resilience amidst challenges. The heartfelt narrative is both simple and

profound.

9. The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis

Set in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, this book tells the story of a young girl who disguises herself as
a boy to support her family. It shares *A Single Shard*’s themes of courage, survival, and
determination in a difficult historical context. The story offers a powerful look at the strength of the

human spirit.
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