
a telephone call by dorothy parker
a telephone call by dorothy parker is a poignant short story that captures the
complexities of loneliness and social anxiety through its concise narrative and sharp prose.
This literary work, authored by the renowned American writer Dorothy Parker, exemplifies
her signature style of wit blended with underlying melancholy. The story revolves around
a woman’s hesitant act of making a telephone call, which serves as a metaphor for human
connection and isolation. Throughout the narrative, Parker uses minimalistic dialogue and
internal monologue to explore themes of rejection, vulnerability, and the fear of social
interaction. This article delves into the background of "a telephone call by dorothy
parker," analyzes its themes and stylistic elements, and discusses its place within Parker’s
literary oeuvre. Additionally, insights into the story’s critical reception and relevance in
modern literature are provided to offer a comprehensive understanding of this brief yet
impactful work.
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Background and Context of "a telephone call by
dorothy parker"
"a telephone call by dorothy parker" was written during the early 20th century, a period
marked by rapid social change and evolving literary styles. Dorothy Parker, known for her
sharp wit and incisive commentary on social issues, crafted this story to reflect the
emotional nuances of urban loneliness. The telephone, a relatively novel technology at the
time, symbolizes both connection and alienation, making it an ideal narrative device.
Parker’s personal experiences with social circles and relationships influenced the themes
present in the story. The work fits within the broader context of Modernist literature,
emphasizing psychological depth and ambiguity.

Historical and Social Context
During the 1920s and 1930s, when Parker was most active, American society was
undergoing significant transformations. The rise of urban living, changes in gender roles,
and the increasing prevalence of new communication technologies shaped everyday
interactions. "a telephone call by dorothy parker" reflects these shifts, portraying how



technology intersects with human emotion and social expectations.

Dorothy Parker's Literary Background
Dorothy Parker was a prominent figure in the Algonquin Round Table, a group of New
York City writers and critics known for their clever banter and literary criticism. Her work
often featured themes of romantic disappointment, social satire, and the struggles of
women in modern society. "a telephone call by dorothy parker" showcases her ability to
distill complex emotions into brief, impactful prose.

Plot Summary and Analysis
The story follows an unnamed woman anxiously awaiting a telephone call from a man she
loves. She repeatedly imagines the conversation and debates whether to call him herself,
revealing her insecurities and deep desire for connection. The narrative unfolds through
her internal monologue, highlighting the tension between hope and despair. Parker’s
minimalist plot focuses intensely on the emotional landscape rather than external events.

Key Plot Points

The woman contemplates making the call but hesitates due to fear of rejection.1.

She visualizes different outcomes of the conversation, oscillating between optimism2.
and dread.

The passage of time intensifies her anxiety as she waits for the call that may never3.
come.

The story ends without resolution, emphasizing the uncertainty and loneliness4.
inherent in her situation.

Character Analysis
The protagonist is characterized by her vulnerability and self-doubt, traits that resonate
with readers experiencing similar emotional turmoil. Her internal conflict embodies the
universal fear of unreciprocated affection and social rejection. The absence of the male
character’s voice underscores her isolation and the one-sided nature of her hope.

Themes Explored in "a telephone call by dorothy



parker"
The story tackles several profound themes including loneliness, communication, and
emotional vulnerability. These themes are woven seamlessly into the narrative, enhancing
its emotional impact and relevance.

Loneliness and Isolation
A central theme is the protagonist’s profound loneliness, intensified by her physical
isolation and the silence of the telephone. The story captures the paradox of being
connected yet profoundly alone, a theme that resonates in both Parker’s time and
contemporary society.

Fear of Rejection and Social Anxiety
The woman’s hesitation to make the call reveals her fear of rejection, a powerful force
shaping human behavior. This theme highlights the psychological barriers that prevent
genuine communication and connection, reflecting broader social anxieties.

The Role of Technology in Human Connection
The telephone serves as a symbol of both hope and despair. While it offers the possibility
of contact, it also embodies the distance and uncertainty between individuals. Parker’s use
of this symbol critiques the limitations of technology in bridging emotional gaps.

Stylistic Features and Literary Techniques
Dorothy Parker’s mastery of style is evident in "a telephone call by dorothy parker," where
economy of language and psychological insight combine to create a powerful narrative.
The story’s tone, structure, and use of literary devices contribute to its enduring impact.

Use of Internal Monologue
The entire story is presented through the protagonist’s internal thoughts, providing direct
access to her emotions and anxieties. This technique allows readers to experience her
perspective intimately and underscores the story’s psychological focus.

Symbolism and Imagery
Parker employs the telephone as a multifaceted symbol representing communication,
connection, and isolation. The recurring imagery of silence and waiting heightens the
tension and emotional stakes within the story.



Tone and Mood
The tone is marked by a blend of irony, melancholy, and suspense. Parker’s characteristic
wit subtly emerges even amidst the protagonist’s despair, creating a complex mood that
engages readers on multiple levels.

Concise and Poignant Language
The story’s brevity and precise word choice enhance its emotional intensity. Parker’s
economical prose ensures that every sentence contributes meaningfully to character
development and thematic exploration.

Critical Reception and Legacy
"a telephone call by dorothy parker" has been widely studied and praised for its insightful
portrayal of emotional vulnerability and social interaction. Its place in American literature
is secured by its innovative use of form and its timeless themes.

Academic and Literary Criticism
Scholars have noted the story’s exploration of gender dynamics, psychological realism,
and modernist techniques. It is often included in anthologies of feminist literature and
modern American short stories, highlighting its critical significance.

Influence on Contemporary Literature
The narrative’s focus on internal conflict and social anxiety has inspired numerous writers
exploring similar themes in contemporary contexts. Its minimalistic style and thematic
depth continue to resonate with modern audiences and authors.

Enduring Popularity
The story remains a staple in literature courses and is frequently analyzed for its
emotional authenticity and stylistic innovation. Its relevance endures as it addresses
universal human experiences related to love, communication, and isolation.

Use of the telephone as a literary symbol

Exploration of psychological and emotional depth

Reflection on social and gender roles in early 20th century

Contributions to Modernist and feminist literary traditions



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Telephone Call' by Dorothy
Parker?
The main theme of 'A Telephone Call' is unrequited love and the anxiety of waiting for a
loved one's call, highlighting themes of obsession and emotional vulnerability.

Who is the narrator in 'A Telephone Call' by Dorothy
Parker?
The narrator is an unnamed woman who is anxiously waiting for a telephone call from a
man she loves, revealing her inner turmoil and emotional distress.

How does Dorothy Parker convey the narrator's
emotions in 'A Telephone Call'?
Parker uses a stream-of-consciousness style and fragmented, repetitive thoughts to
portray the narrator's escalating anxiety, desperation, and obsession.

What literary devices are prominent in 'A Telephone
Call'?
Prominent literary devices include stream of consciousness, repetition, irony, and internal
monologue, which effectively convey the narrator's emotional state.

Why is the telephone call significant in Dorothy Parker's
story?
The telephone call symbolizes hope, validation, and emotional connection for the narrator,
and its absence intensifies her feelings of rejection and loneliness.

What does 'A Telephone Call' reveal about gender roles
and expectations?
The story reflects societal expectations of women’s emotional dependence and
vulnerability in relationships, highlighting themes of insecurity and the power dynamics in
romantic interactions.

How does the structure of 'A Telephone Call' affect the



story?
The story's fragmented and repetitive structure mirrors the narrator’s obsessive thoughts
and emotional instability, immersing the reader in her psychological experience.

What is the tone of 'A Telephone Call' by Dorothy
Parker?
The tone is anxious, desperate, and somewhat bitter, capturing the narrator's emotional
turmoil and the painful anticipation of unreciprocated love.

Additional Resources
1. Close Calls: Stories of Unexpected Conversations
This collection features short stories centered around pivotal telephone conversations that
change the course of the characters' lives. Much like Dorothy Parker’s “A Telephone Call,”
these narratives explore themes of anxiety, anticipation, and emotional vulnerability. The
stories delve into the complexities of human connection and the power of a simple phone
call to evoke deep feelings.

2. The Waiting Line: Tales of Anticipation and Connection
This book captures the tension and emotional weight of waiting for a phone call, echoing
the mood found in Parker’s work. Each story highlights the psychological turmoil of
characters caught in moments of suspense and hope. It’s a poignant exploration of
loneliness, desire, and the human need for communication.

3. Ringing Silence: The Sound of Unanswered Calls
Exploring the theme of silence after a call goes unanswered, this book presents a series of
narratives examining the impact of absence in relationships. The stories focus on the
emotional void left by missed connections, drawing parallels to the anxious waiting and
self-reflection found in “A Telephone Call.” It’s a meditation on expectation and
disappointment.

4. Echoes on the Line: Voices from the Other End
This anthology collects stories told through or around telephone conversations, revealing
secrets, confessions, and revelations. The book emphasizes the intimacy and immediacy
that a phone call can bring, often serving as a catalyst for personal insight or change. It
resonates with the sharp, witty tone characteristic of Dorothy Parker’s writing.

5. Disconnected: Stories of Lost and Found Communication
Focusing on moments when communication breaks down or is restored, this book reflects
on the fragility of human relationships. The narratives explore the emotional consequences
of disconnection, much like the tension and longing in “A Telephone Call.” It is a
thoughtful look at how people strive to reach each other despite obstacles.

6. Lines of Desire: Conversations in Waiting
This novel-in-stories revolves around characters who, like Parker’s protagonist, grapple
with their desires and fears as they await a phone call. The book dives into themes of self-
doubt, hope, and the complexity of romantic longing. Through intimate and often



humorous dialogue, it captures the emotional rollercoaster of anticipation.

7. On Hold: Moments Between Rings
A poignant exploration of the moments people spend waiting on the phone, this book
reveals the inner lives of characters caught in suspense. It examines how the simple act of
waiting can magnify emotions and reveal hidden truths. The collection’s tone balances
tension with subtle humor, reminiscent of Parker’s sharp narrative style.

8. Call Waiting: Stories of Connection and Miscommunication
This compilation highlights the delicate balance between connection and
misunderstanding in telephone conversations. Each story showcases how a call can either
bridge gaps or deepen divides between people. The emotional intensity and wit found here
echo the themes in “A Telephone Call,” making it a compelling read about human
interaction.

9. Static: The Noise Between Conversations
Focusing on the interruptions and distractions that occur during phone calls, this book
metaphorically explores the barriers in communication. The stories reveal how
miscommunication and noise affect relationships, paralleling the frustration and longing in
Parker’s narrative. It is an insightful look at the imperfections of spoken connections.
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