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a wrinkle in time madeleine l engle is a seminal work of young adult science
fiction and fantasy literature that has captivated readers since its
publication in 1962. This novel, authored by Madeleine L’Engle, combines
elements of science, philosophy, and spiritual allegory to create a unique
and thought-provoking narrative. It follows the journey of Meg Murry, her
brother Charles Wallace, and their friend Calvin O’Keefe as they travel
through space and time to rescue Meg’s father. The book’s imaginative
storytelling, complex characters, and themes of love, courage, and the battle
between light and darkness have made it a timeless classic. This article
explores the origins, themes, characters, and legacy of *A Wrinkle in Time*
by Madeleine L’Engle, providing an in-depth understanding of its significance
in literature and culture.
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The Background and Publication of A Wrinkle in
Time
Madeleine L’Engle wrote A Wrinkle in Time during a period when science
fiction was typically dominated by male authors and often lacked strong
female protagonists. Published in 1962, the novel broke new ground by
blending science fiction with fantasy and incorporating Christian themes
alongside scientific concepts such as tesseracts and higher dimensions.
L’Engle’s own experiences, including her interest in science, religion, and
philosophy, deeply influenced the novel’s creation.

Author’s Inspiration and Influences
Madeleine L’Engle drew inspiration from a variety of sources, including her
Catholic upbringing, her fascination with physics, and her exposure to
different cultural and philosophical ideas. The concept of a “wrinkle in
time” stems from the idea of folding space-time to enable instantaneous



travel across vast distances, a theory grounded in Einstein’s relativity.

Challenges During Publication
Initially, the book faced rejection from several publishers who were
uncertain about its genre-crossing narrative and complex themes. However, its
eventual publication by Farrar, Straus and Giroux marked the beginning of its
critical and commercial success, eventually earning the prestigious Newbery
Medal in 1963.

Plot Overview and Key Themes
A Wrinkle in Time centers on Meg Murry, a bright but insecure teenager, who
embarks on a cosmic adventure to find her missing father with the help of her
younger brother and a friend. The story combines elements of fantasy, science
fiction, and spiritual allegory to explore profound themes.

Synopsis of the Story
Meg Murry’s father, a physicist, has disappeared while working on a secret
government project involving the fifth dimension. Guided by three mysterious
celestial beings—Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which—Meg, Charles Wallace,
and Calvin travel through space and time using a tesseract. They confront the
dark force known as IT, which seeks to control and suppress individuality and
free will.

Exploration of Major Themes

Good versus Evil: The novel presents an overarching battle between light
and darkness, emphasizing the power of love and courage in overcoming
evil.

Individuality and Conformity: The characters struggle against a
homogenizing force represented by IT, which suppresses uniqueness and
freedom.

Science and Faith: L’Engle intertwines scientific theories with
spiritual beliefs, advocating harmony between reason and faith.

Family and Love: Central to the narrative is Meg’s love for her family,
which motivates her heroic actions throughout the story.



Main Characters and Their Development
The characters in A Wrinkle in Time are richly drawn and undergo significant
growth throughout the novel. Their journeys highlight the novel’s key themes
and emotional depth.

Meg Murry
Meg is the protagonist, characterized by her intelligence, stubbornness, and
deep love for her family. Initially insecure and prone to anger, she grows
into a courageous and self-assured young woman capable of confronting
darkness.

Charles Wallace Murry
Charles Wallace is Meg’s exceptionally gifted younger brother, possessing
extraordinary intelligence and psychic abilities. His innocence and insight
are crucial to the group’s journey, but his vulnerability also exposes him to
danger.

Calvin O’Keefe
Calvin is a popular and athletic classmate who joins Meg and Charles Wallace
on their quest. He provides emotional support and represents the bridge
between Meg’s world and the larger universe.

The Celestial Guides
Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which serve as mentors and protectors,
guiding the children through the complexities of time and space. Each
possesses unique abilities and wisdom, symbolizing different aspects of
knowledge and faith.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
Madeleine L’Engle’s writing style in A Wrinkle in Time is notable for its
poetic language, vivid imagery, and blending of genres. The narrative employs
both scientific concepts and mystical elements to create a compelling and
imaginative story.

Use of Language and Imagery
L’Engle uses descriptive and evocative prose to bring alien worlds and



abstract concepts to life. Her imaginative descriptions engage the reader’s
senses and invite contemplation of complex ideas.

Genre Blending and Symbolism
The novel defies simple categorization, combining science fiction, fantasy,
religious allegory, and coming-of-age elements. Symbolism is prevalent, with
characters and events representing larger philosophical and spiritual truths.

Reception and Cultural Impact
Since its release, A Wrinkle in Time has been widely acclaimed for its
originality, depth, and inspirational qualities. It has resonated with
multiple generations of readers and critics alike.

Critical Acclaim and Awards
The novel won the Newbery Medal in 1963, recognizing its distinguished
contribution to American children’s literature. Critics have praised its
innovative storytelling and meaningful exploration of universal themes.

Influence on Literature and Popular Culture
A Wrinkle in Time has influenced countless authors and creators in the genres
of science fiction and fantasy. Its themes of empowerment and the triumph of
love continue to inspire adaptations and reinterpretations in various media.

Adaptations and Legacy
The enduring popularity of A Wrinkle in Time has led to several adaptations,
including stage productions, radio dramas, and major motion pictures, each
contributing to the novel’s legacy.

Film and Television Adaptations
One of the most notable adaptations is the 2018 Disney film directed by Ava
DuVernay, which introduced the story to a new generation. Earlier adaptations
include a 2003 television movie and various stage versions that emphasize
different aspects of the novel’s themes.



Educational and Cultural Significance
The novel is frequently included in school curricula for its literary merit
and thematic richness. It fosters discussions on science, ethics, and
spirituality, encouraging critical thinking among young readers.

Enduring Legacy
Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time remains a landmark in children’s
literature. Its pioneering blend of genres, memorable characters, and
profound messages ensure its place as a cherished classic that continues to
inspire curiosity and courage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'A Wrinkle in Time' by
Madeleine L'Engle?
The central theme of 'A Wrinkle in Time' is the battle between good and evil,
emphasizing the power of love, courage, and individuality to overcome
darkness and conformity.

Who are the main characters in 'A Wrinkle in Time'
by Madeleine L'Engle?
The main characters include Meg Murry, her brother Charles Wallace, their
friend Calvin O'Keefe, and the mysterious Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Which, and Mrs.
Who.

How does Madeleine L'Engle incorporate science and
fantasy in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?
L'Engle blends science and fantasy by using scientific concepts like
tesseracts and time travel alongside magical elements and mythical beings to
create a unique, imaginative narrative.

What is the significance of the tesseract in 'A
Wrinkle in Time'?
The tesseract represents a fifth-dimensional phenomenon that allows the
characters to travel through space and time instantaneously, symbolizing the
novel's exploration of higher dimensions and the power of imagination.



How does 'A Wrinkle in Time' address the theme of
individuality?
The novel highlights individuality through Meg's journey of self-acceptance
and realizing her unique strengths, showing that embracing one's differences
is crucial to overcoming challenges.

Why has 'A Wrinkle in Time' remained popular since
its publication?
Its timeless themes of love, courage, and the fight against evil, combined
with imaginative storytelling and relatable characters, have resonated with
generations of readers, making it a beloved classic.

Additional Resources
1. A Wind in the Door by Madeleine L’Engle
This sequel to *A Wrinkle in Time* follows Meg Murry and her younger brother
Charles Wallace as they embark on a cosmic adventure to save Charles
Wallace’s life. The story delves deeper into themes of love, courage, and the
battle between good and evil. It introduces fascinating concepts about the
microscopic universe inside living cells, blending science and fantasy
seamlessly.

2. A Swiftly Tilting Planet by Madeleine L’Engle
In this third installment of the Time Quintet, Charles Wallace travels
through time to prevent a nuclear disaster that could alter the course of
history. The novel combines elements of fantasy, mythology, and science
fiction, exploring the power of love and the impact of individual actions on
the world. It challenges readers to think about fate, responsibility, and
interconnectedness.

3. Many Waters by Madeleine L’Engle
This book focuses on Meg’s twin brothers, Sandy and Dennys, as they are
transported to a prehistoric world during the time of Noah’s Ark. The story
explores themes of faith, family, and survival while incorporating biblical
mythology and speculative science. It stands out within the Time Quintet for
its adventurous and contemplative tone.

4. An Acceptable Time by Madeleine L’Engle
The fifth book in the Time Quintet features Polly O’Keefe, Meg’s daughter, as
she journeys to a mysterious past where ancient and futuristic worlds
collide. The novel explores the concepts of time, destiny, and the importance
of understanding history. It combines L’Engle’s signature mix of science
fiction, fantasy, and heartfelt human emotion.

5. The Girl Who Circumnavigated Fairyland in a Ship of Her Own Making by
Catherynne M. Valente



This whimsical fantasy novel follows a young girl named September as she
travels to Fairyland, facing magical creatures and moral dilemmas. Like *A
Wrinkle in Time*, it explores themes of self-discovery, courage, and the
power of imagination. The story’s lyrical prose and inventive world-building
make it a captivating read for fans of imaginative adventures.

6. The Dark Is Rising by Susan Cooper
This classic fantasy novel centers on Will Stanton, a boy who discovers he is
part of an ancient struggle between the forces of light and dark. The story
weaves British folklore and myth into a suspenseful tale of destiny and
heroism. Readers who appreciate the blend of myth and adventure in *A Wrinkle
in Time* will find this book compelling.

7. Coraline by Neil Gaiman
In this dark fantasy tale, Coraline Jones discovers a parallel world that
mirrors her own but hides sinister secrets. The novel explores themes of
bravery, identity, and the importance of family, much like L’Engle’s work.
Gaiman’s storytelling combines eerie atmosphere with a strong, resourceful
protagonist, making it a modern classic.

8. The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
This imaginative adventure follows Milo, a bored boy who travels to a
fantastical land through a magical tollbooth. The story is rich with
wordplay, humor, and philosophical insights about knowledge and curiosity.
Fans of *A Wrinkle in Time* will enjoy its whimsical approach to exploring
complex ideas in a child-friendly way.

9. Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
While more science fiction than fantasy, this novel shares *A Wrinkle in
Time*’s exploration of young protagonists facing enormous challenges in a
futuristic setting. Ender Wiggin is trained to become humanity’s savior in an
interstellar conflict, raising questions about leadership, morality, and the
cost of war. The book’s thought-provoking themes and character development
resonate with readers of L’Engle’s work.
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