
abolition feminism now

abolition feminism now represents a critical and evolving movement within feminist
discourse that challenges existing systems of oppression, particularly those related to
incarceration, policing, and the prison-industrial complex. This approach to feminism calls
for the dismantling of punitive institutions that disproportionately affect marginalized
women, transgender individuals, and other vulnerable populations. By integrating
abolitionist principles with feminist theory, abolition feminism now advocates for
transformative justice, community care, and systemic change rather than reliance on
carceral solutions. This article explores the origins, principles, and contemporary
relevance of abolition feminism now, highlighting its connections to broader social justice
movements and its implications for policy and activism. Readers will gain insight into how
abolition feminism now seeks to reshape feminist activism by centering abolitionist goals
and reimagining safety and justice. The following sections outline key aspects of abolition
feminism now, including its historical context, core values, and practical applications.
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Understanding Abolition Feminism Now
Abolition feminism now is a framework that merges feminist goals with abolitionist aims,
focusing on ending systems of incarceration and punitive justice that harm women and
gender-nonconforming individuals. Unlike traditional feminist approaches that may
engage with carceral systems for protection or justice, abolition feminism now critiques
these institutions as inherently oppressive and ineffective. This movement envisions a
world where safety and accountability are achieved through community-based solutions
rather than imprisonment or policing.

Defining Abolition Feminism
Abolition feminism is defined by its commitment to dismantling the prison-industrial
complex and related systems that perpetuate violence against women, particularly women
of color, transgender women, and other marginalized groups. It challenges the notion that
state violence and surveillance are justifiable means to ensure safety. Instead, abolition
feminism advocates for transformative justice practices that prioritize healing,



accountability, and social equity.

Key Goals and Objectives
The primary goals of abolition feminism now include:

Ending mass incarceration and reducing reliance on policing

Addressing root causes of violence and harm, such as poverty and systemic racism

Promoting community-led safety initiatives

Ensuring the rights and dignity of incarcerated and formerly incarcerated women

Reimagining justice beyond punishment and retribution

Historical Context and Foundations
The emergence of abolition feminism now builds upon decades of feminist and abolitionist
activism, particularly from Black feminist and queer feminist perspectives. The historical
intersections of gender, race, and state violence have shaped the development of abolition
feminist thought and strategies.

Black Feminist Thought and Abolition
Black feminist scholars and activists have been central to abolition feminism now,
emphasizing how the carceral state disproportionately targets Black women and gender-
nonconforming people. Influential figures such as Angela Davis and Mariame Kaba have
articulated the harms of prisons and called for abolition as a feminist and racial justice
imperative.

Connections to the Prison Abolition Movement
Abolition feminism now is deeply connected to the broader prison abolition movement,
which seeks to eliminate prisons and policing as systems of social control. Feminist
abolitionists have expanded this framework by centering gender-based violence and the
specific experiences of women and transgender individuals within these systems.

Core Principles of Abolition Feminism
The principles guiding abolition feminism now emphasize justice, healing, and community
empowerment over punishment and exclusion. These values form the foundation of its
critique of existing institutions and its vision for alternative futures.

Transformative Justice and Accountability
Transformative justice is a cornerstone of abolition feminism now. It involves addressing



harm through processes that foster accountability and repair without relying on
incarceration or state violence. This approach seeks to transform social conditions that
enable harm and cultivate restorative practices.

Community Care and Mutual Support
Abolition feminism now promotes community care as an essential mechanism for safety
and well-being. This principle highlights the importance of mutual aid, solidarity, and
grassroots organizing to meet the needs of vulnerable populations and prevent violence.

Rejecting Carceral Feminism
Carceral feminism, which advocates for increased policing and harsher penalties as
solutions to gender-based violence, is rejected by abolition feminism now. This framework
critiques carceral feminism for perpetuating cycles of violence and disproportionately
harming marginalized communities.

Intersectionality and Abolition Feminism
Intersectional analysis is fundamental to abolition feminism now, recognizing how
overlapping systems of oppression impact women differently based on race, class, gender
identity, and other factors.

Addressing Multiple Forms of Oppression
Abolition feminism now integrates an understanding of racism, sexism, transphobia, and
economic inequality, acknowledging that these forces compound the experiences of
violence and incarceration for many women and gender-diverse individuals.

Centering Marginalized Voices
This movement prioritizes the voices and leadership of those most affected by the prison-
industrial complex, including Black women, Indigenous women, transgender people, and
survivors of state violence, ensuring their perspectives shape strategies and solutions.

Challenges and Critiques
While abolition feminism now offers transformative possibilities, it also faces challenges
and critiques related to feasibility, public perception, and internal debates.

Public Misunderstanding
One challenge is widespread misunderstanding of abolition feminism now, often conflated
with calls to eliminate all forms of accountability or safety measures. Educating the public
about the nuanced goals of abolition feminism is crucial for its advancement.



Balancing Safety and Abolition
Critics question how abolition feminism now addresses immediate safety concerns,
particularly for survivors of violence. Advocates respond by emphasizing the development
of community-based resources and supports that do not rely on punitive systems.

Strategies and Activism in Abolition Feminism
Now
Practical activism within abolition feminism now involves diverse tactics aimed at
dismantling carceral structures and building alternative models of justice and care.

Grassroots Organizing and Education
Community organizing and public education campaigns are vital for raising awareness
about abolition feminism now and mobilizing support for systemic change.

Policy Advocacy and Reform
Activists engage in policy advocacy to reduce incarceration rates, defund police budgets,
and expand social services that address root causes of harm.

Implementing Transformative Justice Programs
Developing and supporting transformative justice initiatives provides practical alternatives
to incarceration and promotes healing within communities.

Impact on Policy and Society
Abolition feminism now is influencing policy debates and societal attitudes toward justice,
safety, and gender-based violence. Its insistence on dismantling punitive systems
challenges entrenched institutions and calls for new frameworks of accountability.

Shifting Public Discourse
The growing visibility of abolition feminism now is shaping conversations around policing,
incarceration, and feminist activism, encouraging more holistic approaches to justice.

Policy Innovations and Community Investments
Some jurisdictions are adopting policies aligned with abolition feminist principles, such as
diverting funds from policing to social services, expanding support for survivors, and
promoting alternatives to detention.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is abolition feminism?
Abolition feminism is a framework that combines feminist principles with abolitionist
goals, focusing on dismantling systems of oppression such as prisons, policing, and
surveillance, while addressing gender justice and liberation.

Why is abolition feminism considered relevant today?
Abolition feminism is relevant today because it challenges intersecting systems of violence
and inequality, such as the prison-industrial complex and gender-based oppression,
advocating for transformative justice and community-based alternatives.

How does abolition feminism differ from traditional
feminism?
While traditional feminism often focuses on gender equality within existing systems,
abolition feminism calls for dismantling oppressive institutions like prisons and policing
that perpetuate gendered violence and systemic injustice.

What are some key goals of abolition feminism now?
Key goals include ending mass incarceration, creating alternatives to policing, addressing
domestic and sexual violence through community care, and challenging systemic racism
and patriarchy simultaneously.

Who are some influential figures in abolition feminism?
Influential figures include Angela Davis, Mariame Kaba, and Ruth Wilson Gilmore, who
advocate for prison abolition and intersectional feminist approaches to justice and
liberation.

How can individuals support abolition feminism today?
Individuals can support abolition feminism by educating themselves on the issues,
supporting grassroots organizations working on prison abolition and gender justice,
advocating for policy changes, and promoting restorative and transformative justice
practices.

What challenges does abolition feminism face in its
current movement?
Challenges include widespread public misunderstanding of abolitionist goals, institutional
resistance to change, the complexity of dismantling entrenched systems, and the need to
build viable alternatives that ensure safety and justice for marginalized communities.



Additional Resources
1. Are Prisons Obsolete? by Angela Y. Davis
This groundbreaking book challenges the very foundation of the prison-industrial complex
and calls for the abolition of prisons altogether. Davis explores the intersections of race,
class, gender, and the criminal justice system, arguing that prisons perpetuate systemic
inequalities. The book advocates for transformative justice and feminist approaches to
societal harm.

2. Redefining Realness: My Path to Womanhood, Identity, Love & So Much More by Janet
Mock
Janet Mock’s memoir is a powerful narrative that intersects transgender identity with
feminist and abolitionist thought. Through her story, Mock highlights the struggles and
resilience of marginalized communities, emphasizing the importance of dismantling
oppressive systems including those related to gender and incarceration.

3. Captive Genders: Trans Embodiment and the Prison Industrial Complex edited by Eric
A. Stanley and Nat Smith
This anthology brings together essays from activists, scholars, and formerly incarcerated
people who explore how transgender and gender-nonconforming individuals are uniquely
impacted by the prison system. It critiques the violence of incarceration through an
abolitionist feminist lens and calls for radical alternatives to policing and imprisonment.

4. Freedom Is a Constant Struggle: Ferguson, Palestine, and the Foundations of a
Movement by Angela Y. Davis
Davis connects global struggles for liberation, including Black liberation in the United
States and Palestinian resistance, through an abolitionist feminist perspective. The book
highlights how feminist principles are essential to understanding and dismantling systemic
oppression, including the prison system and militarized violence.

5. Prison by Any Other Name: The Harmful Consequences of Popular Reforms by Maya
Schenwar and Victoria Law
This book critiques reforms like electronic monitoring and drug courts that claim to
reduce incarceration but often perpetuate control and harm. Schenwar and Law offer an
abolitionist feminist critique that calls for dismantling the carceral state rather than
reforming it, emphasizing community-based alternatives and healing justice.

6. Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment
by Patricia Hill Collins
A foundational text in Black feminist theory, this book explores how intersecting
oppressions shape experiences of race, gender, and class. Collins’ work provides critical
insights into how abolition feminism understands the interconnectedness of systems like
racism, patriarchy, and incarceration.

7. Beyond Survival: Strategies and Stories from the Transformative Justice Movement
edited by Ejeris Dixon and Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha
This collection centers on transformative justice as an abolitionist feminist practice.
Contributors share personal stories and strategies that challenge traditional punitive
systems and offer alternatives focused on accountability, healing, and community care.

8. The Revolution Starts at Home: Confronting Intimate Violence Within Activist



Communities edited by Ching-In Chen, Jai Dulani, and Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha
This anthology addresses the often-overlooked issue of intimate violence within social
justice movements, linking it to broader systems of oppression including the carceral
state. It advocates for abolitionist feminist approaches that prioritize survivor support and
community accountability without relying on policing.

9. Prison Abolition and Groundings: A Guide for Further Inquiry by various authors
This comprehensive guide provides an accessible introduction to abolition feminism and
prison abolition. It includes essays, interviews, and resources that explore the historical
context, key concepts, and contemporary activism aimed at ending incarceration and
building just alternatives.
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