
adolf hitler and the occult

adolf hitler and the occult is a subject that has fascinated historians, researchers, and conspiracy

theorists for decades. The connection between Hitler, the Nazi regime, and various occult beliefs and

practices is often discussed in relation to the ideological underpinnings of National Socialism. This

article explores the historical background of occultism in early 20th-century Germany, the influence of

esoteric and mystical ideas on Hitler and his inner circle, and how these beliefs shaped Nazi policies

and propaganda. It also examines key figures associated with occultism within the Nazi hierarchy and

addresses myths versus facts surrounding this controversial topic. By analyzing the complex

relationship between adolf hitler and the occult, this article aims to provide a comprehensive

understanding of how mysticism intersected with one of history’s most infamous regimes.
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Historical Context of Occultism in Germany

The early 20th century in Germany was marked by a widespread interest in occultism, mysticism, and

esoteric philosophies. This period saw the rise of numerous secret societies and movements that

combined nationalist ideas with spiritual and supernatural beliefs. The aftermath of World War I and



the social upheaval in Germany created fertile ground for alternative belief systems, including

astrology, theosophy, and various forms of pagan revivalism. Understanding this historical context is

essential when exploring adolf hitler and the occult, as these movements influenced the cultural

atmosphere in which Hitler and the Nazi Party emerged.

Rise of Esoteric Movements

Several esoteric groups gained prominence in Germany before and during the rise of the Nazi Party.

These included the Thule Society, the Germanenorden, and the Vril Society, all of which promoted

ideas blending Aryan racial theories with mystical and occult teachings. These societies often focused

on ancient Germanic and Nordic myths, attempting to establish a spiritual foundation for German

nationalism.

Impact of World War I and Post-War Chaos

The devastation of World War I left many Germans disillusioned and searching for meaning beyond

conventional politics. Occult ideas provided a framework for interpreting the chaos and for envisioning

a rebirth of the German nation. This environment facilitated the intersection of occultism and radical

political ideologies, setting the stage for the fusion seen in National Socialism.

Hitler’s Personal Beliefs and Occult Influences

Adolf Hitler’s personal relationship with occultism remains a subject of debate among historians. While

some sources suggest he had limited direct involvement with occult practices, others argue that occult

ideas subtly influenced his worldview and political strategies. This section delves into Hitler’s exposure

to mystical ideas and how occultism may have shaped his leadership style and ideology.



Hitler’s Early Exposure

During his youth and early adulthood, Hitler encountered various nationalist and mystical ideas

circulating in Vienna and Munich. His interest in Germanic myths and racial ideologies aligned with the

themes prevalent in occult circles. However, evidence indicates that Hitler was more pragmatic than

mystical, focusing on political power rather than spiritual pursuits.

Use of Occult Symbolism

Although Hitler himself may not have been deeply involved in occultism, he employed occult and

mythological symbolism to rally support and create an aura of destiny around the Nazi cause. The

swastika, an ancient symbol appropriated by the Nazis, exemplifies this use of esoteric imagery to

convey power and racial superiority.

Occult Organizations and Nazi Leadership

The Nazi leadership contained several individuals with documented connections to occult or esoteric

groups. These affiliations influenced some aspects of Nazi ideology and practices, though the extent of

their impact varied among leaders. Exploring these connections sheds light on the occult dimension

within the Nazi power structure.

The Thule Society

The Thule Society was a secretive group that combined nationalist and occult beliefs, with a focus on

Aryan supremacy and Germanic mythology. Several early Nazi Party members, including Rudolf Hess,

had ties to the Thule Society. This organization played a role in shaping the ideological foundation of

the Nazi movement during its formative years.



Heinrich Himmler and the SS Occultism

Heinrich Himmler, head of the SS, was deeply interested in occultism and sought to incorporate

mystical elements into the SS culture. He established the Ahnenerbe, an institute dedicated to

researching Aryan ancestral heritage through archaeological and occult means. Himmler’s fascination

with pagan rituals and esoteric symbolism influenced SS ceremonies and the organization’s identity.

Other Key Figures

Karl Maria Wiligut, an occultist who served as Himmler’s personal adviser on Aryan mysticism

Ernst Schäfer, involved in occult research expeditions sponsored by the SS

Alfred Rosenberg, Nazi ideologue with interests in racial mysticism and occultism

Symbolism and Rituals in the Third Reich

The Nazi regime extensively used symbolism and ritual to legitimize its authority and promote its

ideology. Many of these elements drew from occult and mythological sources, creating a powerful

visual and ceremonial language that reinforced Nazi beliefs about race, destiny, and power.

The Swastika and Other Symbols

The swastika, originally an ancient symbol found in many cultures, was adopted by the Nazis as a

representation of Aryan identity and power. Other symbols, such as the SS lightning bolts and runic

motifs, were incorporated to evoke a sense of mysticism and ancient heritage.



Rituals and Ceremonies

Nazi rituals often incorporated elements reminiscent of pagan and occult ceremonies. These included

mass rallies, torchlight parades, and initiation rites within the SS. Such rituals aimed to create a sense

of unity, purpose, and spiritual transcendence among participants.

Propaganda and Myth-Making

The Nazi propaganda machine used occult and mythological themes to craft a narrative of racial

destiny and national rebirth. This myth-making served to justify aggressive policies and foster loyalty

among the German populace.

Myths and Facts Regarding Hitler and the Occult

The connection between adolf hitler and the occult has been exaggerated and distorted by popular

culture and conspiracy theories. Distinguishing between myths and factual evidence is crucial for an

accurate understanding of this topic.

Common Myths

Hitler was a practicing occultist or magician

The Nazis possessed supernatural powers or conducted magical rituals to win the war

Secret occult weapons or technologies were developed by the Third Reich



Historical Reality

While occult ideas influenced some Nazi leaders and the symbolic culture of the regime, there is no

credible evidence that Hitler practiced occultism or that the Nazis wielded supernatural powers. The

occult was one of many ideological tools used to support Nazi goals, rather than a central driving

force.

Scholarly Perspectives

Historians generally agree that occultism played a peripheral but notable role in the Nazi movement. It

provided mythic and symbolic frameworks but was subordinated to political pragmatism and racial

ideology. This nuanced view separates sensational claims from documented historical facts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did the occult play in Adolf Hitler's rise to power?

The occult had a limited direct role in Adolf Hitler's rise to power; while some Nazi leaders were

interested in occultism, Hitler himself was more politically pragmatic and used occult symbolism

selectively to promote Nazi ideology.

Was Adolf Hitler personally involved in occult practices?

There is no concrete evidence that Adolf Hitler personally practiced occult rituals. Although he was

aware of and sometimes used occult symbols, he largely dismissed occultism publicly and focused on

political strategy.

How did the Nazi Party incorporate occult symbolism?

The Nazi Party incorporated occult symbolism such as the swastika, which has ancient spiritual

meanings, to create a sense of mystique and unity. They also used rituals and propaganda that



sometimes drew on occult themes to reinforce their ideology.

What is the connection between the Thule Society and Adolf Hitler?

The Thule Society was a German occultist group that influenced some early Nazi members. While

Hitler was not a member, some of his associates had ties to the society, which promoted Aryan racial

theories that aligned with Nazi ideology.

Did occult beliefs influence Nazi ideology and policies?

Occult beliefs influenced some aspects of Nazi ideology, especially ideas about Aryan supremacy and

mythology. However, Nazi policies were primarily driven by political, racial, and militaristic goals rather

than occult doctrines.

Additional Resources

1. The Occult Roots of Nazism: The Ariosophists of Austria and Germany 1890-1935

This book by Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke explores the esoteric and occult movements that influenced the

ideological foundations of Nazism. It delves into the mystical beliefs and secret societies that shaped

the thinking of early Nazi leaders, including Adolf Hitler. The book provides a detailed historical

analysis of how occult ideas merged with nationalist and racist ideologies.

2. Hitler's Monsters: A Supernatural History of the Third Reich

Eric Kurlander’s work examines the blend of supernatural beliefs and Nazi ideology during Hitler’s

regime. It highlights how occultism, paganism, and esoteric traditions were intertwined with Nazi

propaganda and policies. The book sheds light on the bizarre and mystical aspects of the Third

Reich’s worldview.

3. Black Sun: Aryan Cults, Esoteric Nazism, and the Politics of Identity

Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke investigates post-World War II neo-Nazi movements and their occult

foundations in this book. It traces the legacy of esoteric Nazism and the myth of the “Black Sun”

symbol within far-right extremist ideologies. The book offers insight into the continuing influence of



occult Nazi symbolism in modern times.

4. The Spear of Destiny: The Occult Power Behind the Spear Which Pierced the Side of Christ

Trevor Ravenscroft’s controversial book connects the Nazi quest for the mystical Spear of Destiny to

Hitler’s occult beliefs. It suggests that the spear held supernatural power that influenced Hitler and the

Third Reich’s ambitions. The book combines historical events with mystical interpretations and

conspiracy theories.

5. The Morning of the Magicians

Louis Pauwels and Jacques Bergier authored this seminal work that popularized the idea of occult

influences on Nazi Germany. It covers a broad range of topics including secret societies, alchemy, and

esoteric science linked to the Third Reich. The book inspired many later works on the occult and Nazi

mysticism.

6. The Secret King: The Myth and Reality of Nazi Occultism

Stephen E. Flowers examines the myths and realities surrounding Hitler and the occult in this scholarly

book. It critically analyzes the evidence for occult practices within the Nazi leadership and debunks

many exaggerated claims. The book provides a balanced perspective on the intersection of mysticism

and politics in Nazi Germany.

7. The Nazi Occult War: Hitler's Elite Forces and the Mystical Origins of the SS

Peter Levenda explores the occult origins and spiritual beliefs of the SS, Hitler’s elite paramilitary

organization. The book reveals the influence of mysticism, paganism, and secret rituals on the

formation and ideology of the SS. It offers a detailed account of how occultism permeated Nazi elite

circles.

8. Adolf Hitler and the Esoteric Hitlerism

This book investigates the esoteric doctrines that purportedly inspired Hitler’s worldview and policies. It

looks into the blend of occultism, Aryan mythology, and racial mysticism that shaped Nazi ideology.

The book provides a comprehensive overview of esoteric Hitlerism as a cultural and political

phenomenon.



9. The Occult and the Third Reich

By Jean-Michel Angebert, this book studies the relationship between occult beliefs and Nazi ideology.

It explores how occult symbols, rituals, and secret societies influenced the Third Reich’s leadership

and propaganda. The book is a thorough examination of occultism’s role in shaping Nazi Germany’s

identity.
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