
ados 2 scoring guide
ados 2 scoring guide is an essential resource for clinicians, psychologists, and researchers involved
in the assessment of autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule,
Second Edition (ADOS-2), is a standardized diagnostic tool widely used to evaluate social interaction,
communication, play, and restricted and repetitive behaviors. Understanding the scoring guide is
crucial for accurate interpretation of the results, ensuring reliable diagnosis, and guiding intervention
strategies. This article provides an in-depth overview of the ADOS-2 scoring procedures, modules,
algorithms, and interpretation methods. Additionally, it explains how to use the scoring guide
effectively within clinical and research settings. The information presented will assist professionals in
navigating the complexities of ADOS-2 scoring and enhance the accuracy of ASD assessments.
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Overview of ADOS-2 and Its Purpose
The ADOS-2 is a semi-structured, standardized assessment tool designed to evaluate communication,
social interaction, and play or imaginative use of materials for individuals suspected of having autism
spectrum disorder. Developed as an update to the original ADOS, the second edition incorporates
refined scoring methods and expanded modules to cover a broader age and developmental range.
The ADOS-2 scoring guide provides detailed instructions on how to code and interpret behaviors
observed during the assessment sessions, ensuring consistency and accuracy in diagnosis.

By using the ADOS-2 and its scoring guide, professionals can systematically observe behaviors and
compare them to established criteria, making it an indispensable instrument in both clinical and
research environments. The scoring guide helps translate qualitative observations into quantitative
scores that contribute to diagnostic decision-making.

Structure and Modules of ADOS-2
The ADOS-2 consists of five distinct modules, each tailored to the age and language abilities of the
individual being assessed. Selecting the appropriate module is the first critical step in the assessment
process and directly influences the scoring and interpretation.



Module 1: For Pre-Verbal or Single Words
Module 1 is designed for toddlers and young children who do not consistently use phrase speech. The
focus is on assessing nonverbal communication, joint attention, and social engagement.

Module 2: For Phrase Speech
This module targets children who use phrase speech but are not yet verbally fluent. It assesses more
complex social communication and play skills.

Modules 3 and 4: For Fluent Speakers
Module 3 is intended for children and adolescents who are verbally fluent, while Module 4 is designed
for older adolescents and adults with fluent speech. Both modules evaluate social communication,
reciprocal interaction, and restricted behaviors through age-appropriate tasks.

Toddler Module
The Toddler Module is an addition to the ADOS-2, aimed at children between 12 to 30 months who are
not yet verbally fluent. It uses developmentally appropriate activities and scoring criteria to identify
early signs of ASD.

ADOS-2 Scoring Components
The ADOS-2 scoring guide breaks down observed behaviors into specific components that are rated
during the assessment. These components capture critical aspects of ASD symptomatology, allowing
for systematic evaluation.

Social Affect (SA)
Social Affect captures behaviors related to communication and social interaction, including eye
contact, facial expressions, shared enjoyment, and conversation skills. The scoring guide provides
detailed descriptions for rating each behavior on a scale typically from 0 (no abnormality) to 3
(definite abnormality).

Restricted and Repetitive Behaviors (RRB)
This component assesses patterns of behavior, interests, and activities that are restricted or
repetitive. Examples include hand mannerisms, unusual sensory interests, and repetitive use of
objects. The scoring guide defines criteria for coding these behaviors accurately.



Calibrated Severity Scores (CSS)
The ADOS-2 includes calibrated severity scores that standardize results across modules and ages.
CSS allows clinicians to quantify the severity of ASD symptoms, facilitating comparison over time or
across different individuals.

Understanding ADOS-2 Algorithms
Algorithms are the scoring formulas used to convert raw scores from observed behaviors into
standardized totals that indicate the likelihood of ASD. The ADOS-2 scoring guide provides specific
algorithms for each module, integrating Social Affect and Restricted and Repetitive Behaviors scores.

Module-Specific Algorithms
Each module has a tailored algorithm reflecting the developmental and language level of the
individual. For example, the algorithm for Module 1 emphasizes nonverbal social communication,
while Modules 3 and 4 include more complex verbal and conversational behaviors.

Cutoff Scores and Diagnostic Classification
The scoring guide outlines cutoff scores for each module that determine whether the individual's
behaviors meet criteria for ASD or autism. Scores at or above the cutoff indicate a positive
classification, while those below suggest the absence or a lower likelihood of ASD.

Score behaviors according to the standardized coding system.1.

Calculate totals for Social Affect and Restricted and Repetitive Behaviors.2.

Apply the module-specific algorithm to obtain a summary score.3.

Compare summary scores to cutoff thresholds to determine classification.4.

Using the ADOS-2 Scoring Guide Effectively
Accurate use of the ADOS-2 scoring guide requires training, attention to detail, and clinical judgment.
The guide provides comprehensive descriptions of behaviors, examples, and rating criteria that help
ensure consistency among evaluators.

Training and Certification
Professionals administering the ADOS-2 must complete specialized training to understand



administration, scoring, and interpretation fully. The scoring guide is integral to this training,
supporting the acquisition of reliable scoring skills.

Common Challenges in Scoring
Some behaviors may be ambiguous or difficult to rate, especially in young children or individuals with
co-occurring conditions. The scoring guide offers clarifications and examples to address such
challenges, promoting reliable scoring.

Best Practices for Scoring

Observe behaviors carefully without leading or prompting the individual.

Use the scoring guide’s detailed criteria for each item to maintain consistency.

Review and double-check scores to reduce errors.

Consider contextual factors that may influence behavior during assessment.

Interpretation and Clinical Implications
The results obtained through the ADOS-2 scoring guide are fundamental to diagnostic decision-
making and treatment planning. Accurate interpretation helps distinguish ASD from other
developmental or psychiatric conditions.

Integration with Other Assessments
ADOS-2 scores should be considered alongside clinical interviews, developmental history, and other
standardized tests. The scoring guide facilitates clear, objective data that complement broader
diagnostic information.

Guiding Intervention and Support
Severity scores and specific behavior ratings inform individualized intervention strategies. The scoring
guide's detailed profiles enable clinicians to target social communication deficits and restricted
behaviors effectively.

Research Applications
In research settings, the ADOS-2 scoring guide ensures standardized data collection, enhancing the
validity and reliability of studies on ASD. It supports the identification of phenotypic subgroups and



the evaluation of treatment outcomes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ADOS 2 scoring guide used for?
The ADOS 2 scoring guide is used to systematically evaluate behaviors associated with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) during the Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule, Second Edition
(ADOS-2) assessment.

How does the ADOS 2 scoring guide categorize scores?
The ADOS 2 scoring guide categorizes scores based on behavioral observations into different domains
such as communication, social interaction, and repetitive behaviors, which are then used to
determine the presence and severity of autism spectrum disorder symptoms.

Are there different scoring algorithms in the ADOS 2 scoring
guide?
Yes, the ADOS 2 scoring guide includes different algorithms tailored for various modules and age
groups to ensure accurate assessment across a wide range of individuals.

Can the ADOS 2 scoring guide be used for all age groups?
The ADOS 2 includes multiple modules designed for different age groups and language abilities, each
with its own scoring guidelines within the ADOS 2 scoring guide to provide reliable diagnostic
information.

How is the ADOS 2 scoring guide updated to reflect new
research?
The ADOS 2 scoring guide is periodically reviewed and updated by experts to incorporate the latest
research findings and improve diagnostic accuracy and consistency.

Is training required to use the ADOS 2 scoring guide
effectively?
Yes, proper training and certification are required to use the ADOS 2 scoring guide effectively,
ensuring that clinicians administer and score the assessment reliably and accurately.

Where can clinicians access the official ADOS 2 scoring guide?
Clinicians can access the official ADOS 2 scoring guide through authorized publishers such as Western
Psychological Services (WPS) when purchasing the ADOS 2 kit or through official training workshops.



Additional Resources
1. ADOS-2: Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule, Second Edition - Manual
This is the primary manual for the ADOS-2, providing detailed instructions on administering and
scoring the assessment. It includes comprehensive guidelines for different modules tailored to various
age groups and developmental levels. The manual is essential for clinicians and researchers aiming to
accurately diagnose autism spectrum disorder (ASD) using the ADOS-2 framework.

2. ADOS-2 Scoring and Interpretation Guide: A Clinical Handbook
This handbook offers a thorough explanation of the ADOS-2 scoring system, helping practitioners
interpret results confidently. It includes case examples and tips for differentiating ASD from other
developmental disorders. The guide is designed to enhance the accuracy of diagnoses and improve
treatment planning.

3. Practical Applications of ADOS-2 in Autism Assessment
Focusing on real-world applications, this book provides strategies for implementing the ADOS-2 in
clinical and educational settings. It discusses scoring nuances and how to handle complex cases.
Readers will find valuable advice on integrating ADOS-2 findings into comprehensive evaluation
reports.

4. Understanding ADOS-2 Scoring: A Step-by-Step Approach
This resource breaks down the ADOS-2 scoring process into manageable steps, making it accessible
for new users. It highlights common pitfalls and how to avoid scoring errors. The book is ideal for
students, clinicians, and researchers beginning their journey with ADOS-2 assessments.

5. ADOS-2 Modules and Scoring: A Comparative Analysis
This book examines the differences and similarities across the various ADOS-2 modules, with a focus
on scoring criteria. It discusses how developmental levels and age impact scoring outcomes. The
analysis aids clinicians in selecting the appropriate module and interpreting scores accurately.

6. Advanced Scoring Techniques for ADOS-2
Designed for experienced clinicians, this text delves into complex scoring scenarios and advanced
interpretation methods. It addresses challenges such as comorbid conditions and atypical
presentations. The book enhances the clinician’s ability to refine diagnostic conclusions using ADOS-2
data.

7. ADOS-2 Training Companion: Scoring and Beyond
This companion book supports formal ADOS-2 training by providing practical exercises and scoring
drills. It includes video examples and scoring worksheets to reinforce learning. The resource is
beneficial for trainees aiming to build confidence and precision in ADOS-2 administration.

8. Integrating ADOS-2 Scores with Other Autism Assessments
This text explores how ADOS-2 scores complement other diagnostic tools such as the ADI-R and
cognitive assessments. It guides clinicians on synthesizing data from multiple sources for a holistic
understanding of ASD. The book emphasizes best practices in multi-method evaluation.

9. Interpreting ADOS-2 Scores in Research and Practice
Focusing on the use of ADOS-2 in research settings, this book discusses scoring reliability and validity
issues. It reviews recent studies and highlights how to use ADOS-2 scores to inform evidence-based
interventions. Researchers and clinicians will find valuable insights for applying ADOS-2 data
effectively.
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