
mistborn secret history

mistborn secret history is a captivating novella written by Brandon Sanderson that expands the
intricate universe of the Mistborn series. This work delves into previously unexplored perspectives and
reveals critical background events that enrich the primary narrative. As a companion piece, Mistborn
Secret History offers fans a deeper understanding of key characters, the cosmere’s metaphysical
framework, and pivotal moments that shape the series’ lore. This article explores the novella’s plot,
key themes, and its significance within the broader Mistborn saga. Additionally, the discussion covers
the novella’s impact on the fan community and its contribution to the ongoing development of
Sanderson’s epic fantasy world. Readers seeking comprehensive insights into Mistborn Secret History
will find detailed analysis and contextual information here, enhancing appreciation of the story’s
complexity and narrative depth.
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Overview of Mistborn Secret History
Mistborn Secret History is a novella set within the Mistborn universe, serving as a supplementary
narrative that runs parallel to the original trilogy. It focuses on the experiences of Kelsier, a central
character whose story continues beyond his apparent death in the main series. The novella was
initially released as a companion to the third book of the original Mistborn trilogy, The Hero of Ages,
and provides crucial insights into the unseen events that influenced the series’ outcome.

Publication and Context
Released in 2016, Mistborn Secret History was made available to readers as part of the Mistborn Era 1
box set and later as a standalone novella. Its purpose is to fill in gaps left by the original trilogy,
offering fans a more comprehensive understanding of the Mistborn world’s spiritual and metaphysical
dimensions. The novella is notable for its exploration of the Cognitive Realm and the interactions
between Investiture, Shards, and mortal characters.



Significance within the Mistborn Series
The novella enhances the Mistborn narrative by revealing hidden layers of the story and providing
clarity on complex plot points. It bridges the gap between the original trilogy and subsequent series
set in the same universe, establishing foundational elements for future developments. Mistborn
Secret History is essential reading for those interested in the full scope of the Mistborn cosmology and
Sanderson’s broader Cosmere mythology.

Key Characters and Their Roles
Mistborn Secret History introduces and develops several pivotal characters, each playing a unique
role in the unfolding story. The novella centers primarily on Kelsier, but also features other significant
figures who contribute to the narrative’s depth and complexity.

Kelsier: The Survivor
Kelsier, known as the Survivor, is the protagonist whose consciousness persists in the Cognitive
Realm after his physical death. His journey through this metaphysical plane reveals new facets of his
character, including his determination and evolving understanding of Investiture and destiny. Kelsier’s
actions in Mistborn Secret History have profound effects on the Mistborn universe’s balance and the
fate of other characters.

Harmony and Ruin
The Shards Harmony and Ruin represent opposing cosmic forces within the Mistborn cosmology.
Harmony, the combined Shard of Preservation and Ruin, plays a crucial role in the novella, interacting
with Kelsier and influencing events behind the scenes. Ruin’s presence continues to exert pressure on
the world, and the novella explores the ongoing conflict between these Shards and their impact on
mortal lives.

Other Notable Characters
Several other characters appear or are referenced, including Vin, Sazed, and other Mistborn
protagonists. Their stories intersect with Kelsier’s in ways that deepen the overall narrative, providing
additional context and emotional resonance to the events depicted.

Plot Summary and Major Events
The plot of Mistborn Secret History unfolds in the aftermath of the original Mistborn trilogy, focusing
on Kelsier’s experiences in the Cognitive Realm and his attempts to influence the physical world.



Kelsier’s Journey in the Cognitive Realm
Following his death, Kelsier finds himself trapped in the Cognitive Realm, a metaphysical dimension
where thoughts and beliefs shape reality. He discovers that he is unable to directly affect the physical
world but can observe and interact with other entities, including the Shards. His exploration of this
realm uncovers critical information about the nature of Investiture and the ongoing struggle between
Harmony and Ruin.

Interactions with Other Characters
Throughout the novella, Kelsier communicates with various characters, including Harmony, who
guides and assists him. These interactions reveal strategic plans and hidden motives that were not
apparent in the original trilogy. Kelsier’s relationships with these beings highlight the complexity of
the Mistborn cosmology and the interconnectedness of mortal and divine forces.

Key Revelations and Twists
Mistborn Secret History unveils several surprising twists, such as Kelsier’s role in preserving balance
and his influence on critical events that ensure the survival of the world. The novella also explains the
true nature of certain phenomena and clarifies ambiguous aspects of the original trilogy’s conclusion.

Kelsier’s transformation and continued existence

Harmony’s influence on the world’s fate

The mechanism behind the preservation of the Mistborn universe

The significance of the Cognitive Realm in the Cosmere

Thematic Elements and Symbolism
Mistborn Secret History is rich with thematic content and symbolic meaning that deepen the
narrative’s impact and philosophical undertones.

The Nature of Sacrifice and Survival
The novella examines themes of sacrifice, particularly through Kelsier’s persistence beyond death and
his willingness to act for the greater good. This theme resonates throughout the Mistborn series,
emphasizing the cost of heroism and the complexities of legacy.



Duality and Balance
The struggle between Harmony and Ruin symbolizes the broader theme of duality and the necessity
of balance in the universe. Mistborn Secret History explores how opposing forces coexist and interact,
shaping the destiny of the world and its inhabitants.

Identity and Transformation
Kelsier’s journey reflects themes of identity and transformation as he adapts to his new existence and
redefines his purpose. This exploration adds depth to his character and highlights the fluidity of self
within the Cosmere framework.

Connection to the Broader Mistborn Universe
Mistborn Secret History plays a crucial role in linking the original Mistborn trilogy to later works and
the overarching Cosmere narrative.

Bridging Eras and Storylines
The novella serves as a narrative bridge between Mistborn Era 1 and subsequent series, providing
continuity and foreshadowing future developments. It enriches the lore by filling in gaps and
elaborating on previously unexplained concepts.

Expanding the Cosmere Mythology
By exploring the Cognitive Realm and the nature of Investiture, Mistborn Secret History contributes to
the larger Cosmere mythology that connects multiple series by Brandon Sanderson. This expansion
allows readers to appreciate the interconnectedness of his fantasy worlds.

Influence on Future Works
The insights gained from Mistborn Secret History influence character arcs and plotlines in later
Mistborn books and other Cosmere novels. The novella’s revelations provide foundational knowledge
that enhances the reading experience across Sanderson’s literary universe.

Impact on the Cosmere and Future Works
The release of Mistborn Secret History has had a significant impact on the Cosmere fan community
and the trajectory of Sanderson’s writing.



Fan Engagement and Theories
The novella sparked renewed interest and speculation among fans, encouraging detailed analysis and
discussion about its implications. Its complex narrative and hidden details have inspired numerous
theories regarding the future of the Mistborn series.

Guidance for Upcoming Installments
Mistborn Secret History provides critical context that informs upcoming Mistborn books and related
Cosmere projects. Understanding its content is essential for following the evolving storyline and
appreciating Sanderson’s intricate worldbuilding.

Legacy within Fantasy Literature
The novella exemplifies innovative storytelling techniques within the fantasy genre, blending
metaphysical concepts with character-driven drama. Its contribution to the Mistborn series solidifies
Brandon Sanderson’s reputation as a master of epic fantasy and complex narrative structures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Mistborn: Secret History' about?
'Mistborn: Secret History' is a novella by Brandon Sanderson that explores events parallel to the
original Mistborn trilogy from the perspective of Kelsier, revealing hidden details and secret events
that impact the Mistborn universe.

Where does 'Mistborn: Secret History' fit within the Mistborn
timeline?
'Mistborn: Secret History' takes place concurrently with the original Mistborn trilogy, primarily during
the events of the first book, 'Mistborn: The Final Empire', but also extends beyond it to reveal unseen
aspects of the story.

Who is the main character in 'Mistborn: Secret History'?
The main character in 'Mistborn: Secret History' is Kelsier, the Survivor, who narrates the novella and
reveals his actions after his apparent death in the original trilogy.

How does 'Mistborn: Secret History' connect to the wider
Cosmere universe?
'Mistborn: Secret History' provides important connections between the Mistborn series and the
broader Cosmere universe, including appearances by characters like Hoid and insights into the nature
of Investiture and Shards.



Is 'Mistborn: Secret History' necessary to understand the
Mistborn trilogy?
While not strictly necessary, 'Mistborn: Secret History' enriches the experience of the Mistborn trilogy
by revealing hidden plot elements and deepening the lore, making it highly recommended for fans.

Does 'Mistborn: Secret History' reveal spoilers for the original
Mistborn series?
Yes, 'Mistborn: Secret History' contains spoilers for the original Mistborn trilogy, especially the first
book, so it is best read after finishing the main series.

What themes are explored in 'Mistborn: Secret History'?
'Mistborn: Secret History' explores themes such as sacrifice, redemption, the nature of power, and the
unseen forces that shape events within the Mistborn world and the Cosmere.

How long is 'Mistborn: Secret History'?
'Mistborn: Secret History' is a novella, approximately 100 pages long, making it a relatively quick but
impactful read.

Where can I find or purchase 'Mistborn: Secret History'?
'Mistborn: Secret History' is included in some editions of 'The Alloy of Law' and 'Mistborn: The Final
Empire' special editions, and is also available as a standalone ebook from various retailers.

Does 'Mistborn: Secret History' introduce new characters or
concepts?
Yes, 'Mistborn: Secret History' introduces new characters, such as the enigmatic character of the Lord
Ruler in a different light, and expands on existing ones like Kelsier, while also explaining deeper
Cosmere concepts like the Cognitive Realm and Shards.

Additional Resources
1. Mistborn: Secret History
This novella serves as a hidden companion to the original Mistborn trilogy, revealing secret events
and perspectives that occur alongside the main story. It delves into Kelsier’s journey through the
Cognitive Realm, uncovering deeper truths about the Cosmere and the nature of Preservation and
Ruin. Fans of the series will find unexpected twists and a richer understanding of key characters.

2. The Final Empire (Mistborn #1)
The first book in the Mistborn trilogy introduces a world oppressed by the immortal Lord Ruler. Vin, a
young street urchin, discovers her Allomantic powers and joins a group of rebels aiming to overthrow
the tyrant. This novel sets the stage for the complex magic system and political intrigue found in
Secret History.



3. The Well of Ascension (Mistborn #2)
Continuing the story after the fall of the Lord Ruler, Vin and her allies struggle to maintain control
over the fragile empire. The book explores themes of leadership and sacrifice, while expanding on the
magic and lore that underpin the Mistborn world. Secret History ties into many plot points from this
installment.

4. The Hero of Ages (Mistborn #3)
The trilogy’s conclusion reveals the true nature of the Mistborn universe, with apocalyptic stakes and
profound character arcs. It provides essential context for the events that unfold in Mistborn: Secret
History, particularly regarding the cosmic conflict between Preservation and Ruin.

5. Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection
This anthology includes Mistborn: Secret History alongside other Cosmere stories by Brandon
Sanderson. It offers invaluable background on the interconnected universe, making it a must-read for
fans seeking deeper insight into the broader mythology behind Mistborn.

6. The Alloy of Law (Mistborn Era 2 #1)
Set several centuries after the original trilogy, this novel blends fantasy with a Western and
steampunk aesthetic. While not directly linked to Secret History, it explores the lasting impact of the
events and characters from the original Mistborn series.

7. Shadows of Self (Mistborn Era 2 #2)
A sequel to The Alloy of Law, this book continues to explore the evolving world of Scadrial, with
political intrigue and Allomantic action. It offers additional layers of worldbuilding that connect back to
the foundational secrets revealed in Secret History.

8. The Bands of Mourning (Mistborn Era 2 #3)
This novel follows the quest for a legendary set of metalminds with immense power. It deepens the
exploration of Allomancy and Hemalurgy, themes that are crucial to understanding the mystical
elements touched upon in Mistborn: Secret History.

9. Secret Histories: The Cosmere Files
A fan-created compendium and analysis of Mistborn: Secret History and related Cosmere lore. This
unofficial resource helps readers piece together complex timelines and theories, enhancing
appreciation for the intricate storytelling Brandon Sanderson employs across his works.
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