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money hungry by sharon g flake is a compelling young adult novel that explores themes of family,

poverty, and resilience through the eyes of a teenage girl named Money. This book delves into the

struggles faced by many youths growing up in challenging environments, highlighting the importance of

determination and hope. Sharon G. Flake, known for her authentic portrayal of African American youth,

crafts a narrative that is both engaging and thought-provoking. The story captures the complexities of

adolescence intertwined with financial hardship, making it a relevant read for educators, students, and

anyone interested in social issues. This article will provide an in-depth analysis of the novel, its

characters, themes, and its significance in contemporary literature. Additionally, readers will gain

insight into the author’s background and the impact of money hungry by sharon g flake on young adult

fiction.
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Overview of Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake

Money hungry by sharon g flake tells the story of a young girl named Money, who is navigating the

challenges of life in a low-income household. The narrative focuses on her struggles to support her

family financially while maintaining her dignity and sense of self-worth. The novel portrays the harsh

realities of poverty, the sacrifices made by family members, and the emotional toll of economic

instability. Through Money’s perspective, readers witness the complexities of adolescence

compounded by financial stress.

The plot is driven by Money’s determination to help her family, often leading to difficult decisions and

personal growth. The story is set against the backdrop of an urban environment, which adds layers to

the socioeconomic issues presented. Sharon G. Flake uses simple yet powerful language to

communicate the urgency and authenticity of Money’s experiences. This overview provides a

foundation for understanding the novel’s deeper messages and its place within young adult literature.

Plot Summary

The novel centers on Money, a teenage girl whose family is struggling financially. After her mother

leaves, Money feels responsible for taking care of her younger siblings and making ends meet. She

tries various ways to earn money, including working odd jobs and making sacrifices that test her

resolve. Throughout the story, Money confronts issues related to trust, loyalty, and the desire for a

better future.

Setting and Context

The setting of money hungry by sharon g flake is critical to understanding the novel’s themes. It takes

place in an urban neighborhood marked by economic hardship and limited opportunities. The realistic

portrayal of this environment helps readers empathize with Money’s struggles and highlights the

systemic challenges faced by many families in similar situations.



Main Characters and Character Development

The characters in money hungry by sharon g flake are vividly drawn, with Money serving as the central

figure whose development drives the narrative. Each character contributes to the story’s emotional

depth and thematic richness, reflecting various facets of family, friendship, and survival.

Money – The Protagonist

Money is a resilient and resourceful teenager who is thrust into a caretaker role prematurely. Her

character embodies strength and vulnerability as she navigates financial hardship and personal

challenges. Throughout the novel, Money’s growth is evident as she learns to balance responsibility

with her own needs and aspirations.

Supporting Characters

The supporting cast includes Money’s younger siblings, her absent mother, and community members

who influence her journey. Each character represents different aspects of the social environment, from

the pressures of poverty to moments of kindness and support. Their interactions with Money highlight

the importance of relationships in overcoming adversity.

Money’s younger siblings – embody innocence and dependence

Mother – her absence motivates Money’s sense of responsibility

Friends and neighbors – provide varying degrees of support and challenge



Key Themes Explored in the Novel

Money hungry by sharon g flake tackles several significant themes that resonate with readers of all

ages. These themes are woven throughout the story, providing depth and insight into the characters’

lives and broader societal issues.

Poverty and Economic Struggle

The novel provides a candid look at poverty and its impact on families. Money’s experiences reveal

the daily challenges faced by those living with financial insecurity, including limited access to resources

and the emotional strain of hardship. This theme encourages readers to consider the systemic nature

of poverty and its effects on young people.

Family and Responsibility

Family dynamics are central to the narrative, particularly the roles and responsibilities that Money

assumes. The story explores themes of sacrifice, loyalty, and the burden placed on young caregivers.

It raises questions about the distribution of responsibility within families affected by economic

difficulties.

Hope and Resilience

Despite the obstacles, hope and resilience emerge as powerful themes. Money’s determination to

improve her situation and support her family underscores the human capacity to endure and strive for

better circumstances. The novel ultimately sends a message of empowerment and perseverance.



Author Background and Writing Style

Sharon G. Flake is an acclaimed author known for her authentic and empathetic portrayal of African

American youth and social issues. Her background as an educator informs her writing, allowing her to

address complex topics with sensitivity and clarity. Flake’s work often focuses on themes of identity,

family, and overcoming adversity.

Writing Style

Money hungry by sharon g flake is characterized by straightforward prose and realistic dialogue.

Flake’s style is accessible yet impactful, making the novel suitable for young adult readers while

maintaining literary quality. Her narrative voice captures the emotional nuances of her characters and

the gravity of their circumstances without resorting to melodrama.

Influence and Inspirations

Flake draws inspiration from her own experiences and observations of community struggles. Her

commitment to representing marginalized voices is evident in her storytelling, which aims to foster

understanding and empathy among readers. This dedication has earned her respect and recognition in

the field of young adult literature.

Critical Reception and Impact

Money hungry by sharon g flake has been well received by critics, educators, and readers for its

honest depiction of poverty and youth resilience. The novel has been praised for its compelling

characters and thought-provoking themes. It has also been included in various reading lists and

curricula focused on diversity and social justice.



Reviews and Awards

The book has garnered positive reviews for its relatable protagonist and meaningful narrative. Critics

highlight Flake’s ability to engage young readers while addressing serious issues. Although specific

awards may vary, the novel’s impact is seen in its continued relevance and use in educational

settings.

Influence on Young Adult Literature

The novel contributes to the broader conversation about representation in young adult fiction. It helps

fill a gap by showcasing stories of economically disadvantaged African American youth, encouraging

publishers and authors to explore similar narratives. Its influence extends to readers who see their own

experiences reflected in Money’s story.

Educational Use and Discussion Topics

Money hungry by sharon g flake is frequently utilized in classrooms to stimulate discussion on social

issues, character analysis, and literary techniques. Educators find the novel useful for engaging

students in conversations about poverty, family dynamics, and personal responsibility.

Discussion Questions

How does Money’s financial situation affect her relationships with family and friends?

What role does hope play in Money’s journey throughout the novel?

How does Sharon G. Flake use setting to enhance the story’s themes?

In what ways does the novel challenge stereotypes about poverty?



What lessons can readers learn from Money’s character development?

Classroom Activities

Activities may include writing assignments focused on empathy and social justice, group discussions

analyzing character motivations, and projects exploring economic challenges in different communities.

These educational uses help students connect literature to real-world issues and develop critical

thinking skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Money Hungry' by Sharon G. Flake?

The main theme of 'Money Hungry' is poverty and the struggles of a young girl dealing with financial

hardship while trying to support her family and maintain her dignity.

Who is the protagonist in 'Money Hungry' and what challenges does

she face?

The protagonist is Money, a smart and determined young girl who faces challenges such as

homelessness, hunger, and the responsibility of taking care of her family.

How does Sharon G. Flake portray the impact of poverty on children in

'Money Hungry'?

Sharon G. Flake portrays poverty as a harsh and pervasive force that affects every aspect of a child's

life, including their education, self-esteem, and relationships, highlighting the resilience and strength of

children in such circumstances.



What role does family play in 'Money Hungry' by Sharon G. Flake?

Family plays a crucial role as both a source of support and stress; Money is deeply committed to her

family despite their difficult situation, showing love and responsibility towards her siblings and mother.

How does Money's character develop throughout the story?

Money evolves from feeling ashamed and overwhelmed by her poverty to becoming more confident

and resourceful, learning to navigate her challenges with courage and determination.

What message does 'Money Hungry' convey about the importance of

education?

The book emphasizes that education is a vital tool for overcoming poverty and improving one's future,

as Money strives to stay in school despite her difficult circumstances.

Are there any significant secondary characters in 'Money Hungry' that

influence Money's journey?

Yes, characters such as Money's mother and teachers play important roles in supporting and

sometimes challenging Money, shaping her understanding of responsibility and hope.

How does Sharon G. Flake use language and style to engage young

readers in 'Money Hungry'?

Sharon G. Flake uses straightforward, relatable language and a first-person narrative that captures the

voice of a young girl, making the story accessible and emotionally impactful for young readers.

What social issues are highlighted in 'Money Hungry' by Sharon G.

Flake?

The book highlights social issues such as homelessness, hunger, poverty, and the stigma associated



with economic hardship, encouraging empathy and awareness among readers.

Why is 'Money Hungry' considered an important book for young adult

readers?

'Money Hungry' is important for young adults because it addresses real-life struggles that many face

silently, promoting understanding, resilience, and the importance of perseverance in the face of

adversity.

Additional Resources

1. The Skin I'm In by Sharon G. Flake

This coming-of-age novel follows Maleeka Madison, a young girl struggling with self-esteem and

bullying due to her dark skin. Through challenges at school and in her community, Maleeka learns to

embrace her identity and stand up for herself. The story explores themes of self-worth, resilience, and

the importance of inner beauty.

2. Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake

This book tells the story of a teenager named Money who is determined to help her family out of

poverty. Facing financial hardships and personal struggles, Money learns about responsibility, sacrifice,

and the true meaning of wealth. It’s a powerful narrative about family, survival, and hope.

3. Dark Sons by Sharon G. Flake

A collection of stories from the perspectives of young African American boys, this book addresses the

challenges they face in society. The narratives highlight issues such as identity, fatherhood, and

societal expectations. It encourages understanding and empathy towards the experiences of black

youth.

4. Breaking Point by Sharon G. Flake

This novel follows the life of a young girl named Nikki who is dealing with the pressures of

adolescence and family dynamics. As she navigates friendships, school, and personal challenges,



Nikki learns about strength and the importance of making tough decisions. The story emphasizes

growth and resilience.

5. Bang! by Sharon G. Flake

A powerful story about a young woman named Ginger, who is trying to find her way after a traumatic

event. The book tackles issues of violence, recovery, and self-discovery. It’s an inspiring narrative

about overcoming adversity and reclaiming one's life.

6. The Road to Paris by Nikki Grimes

This novel tells the story of Paris, a young girl who escapes an abusive foster home and embarks on a

journey to find a better life. It explores themes of courage, hope, and the search for belonging. The

book offers a heartfelt look at resilience in the face of hardship.

7. One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia

Set in the 1960s, this story follows three sisters who travel to Oakland, California, to spend the

summer with their estranged mother. They become involved in the Black Panther movement, learning

about activism and family bonds. The novel combines humor and historical context to explore social

justice and identity.

8. Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson

Jade, a high school student from a low-income neighborhood, strives to create opportunities for herself

through a mentorship program. The book deals with issues of race, class, and self-empowerment. It’s

a compelling story about finding one’s voice and the importance of community support.

9. Ghost by Jason Reynolds

This novel follows Ghost, a boy with a troubled past who discovers a passion for running. Joining a

track team helps him channel his energy and confront his life challenges. The story highlights themes

of perseverance, friendship, and self-discovery.
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