
month by month phonics for third grade
month by month phonics for third grade is a strategic approach to teaching phonics
that ensures consistent progression and mastery throughout the academic year. This
method breaks down phonics instruction into manageable monthly segments, allowing
educators to focus on specific skills while reinforcing previous knowledge. Third grade
phonics instruction builds on foundational skills learned in earlier grades and introduces
more complex patterns, multisyllabic words, and advanced decoding strategies. Effective
month by month phonics for third grade supports reading fluency, comprehension, and
spelling accuracy, which are critical at this stage of literacy development. This article
outlines a comprehensive month-by-month phonics plan tailored for third grade students,
highlighting key focus areas and instructional strategies. The guide provides educators with
a clear roadmap to enhance phonics proficiency and foster confident, capable readers.

September: Review and Diagnostic Assessment

October: Long Vowel Patterns and Silent E

November: R-Controlled Vowels

December: Diphthongs and Complex Vowel Teams

January: Multisyllabic Word Decoding

February: Prefixes and Suffixes

March: Consonant Blends and Digraphs

April: Homophones and Homographs

May: Phonics Review and Fluency Practice

September: Review and Diagnostic Assessment
September's focus in month by month phonics for third grade centers on reviewing
foundational phonics skills and conducting diagnostic assessments. This initial phase
ensures that educators identify students’ strengths and areas needing reinforcement.
Reviewing short vowels, consonant sounds, and basic decoding rules provides a solid base
for the upcoming more advanced phonics instruction.

Diagnostic Tools and Assessment
Teachers use a variety of diagnostic tools such as phonics screening, oral reading
assessments, and spelling inventories to evaluate each student’s phonics proficiency. This
helps in tailoring instruction to individual needs and grouping students effectively for



differentiated learning.

Review of Core Phonics Skills
Key phonics elements reviewed include:

Short vowel sounds (a, e, i, o, u)

Consonant sounds and blends

Basic CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) word decoding

Simple sight words recognition

This review phase ensures a smooth transition into more complex phonics concepts
throughout the year.

October: Long Vowel Patterns and Silent E
October’s instruction in month by month phonics for third grade emphasizes long vowel
patterns and the silent “e” rule. Mastery of these concepts is essential for accurate word
decoding and spelling of many English words encountered at this grade level.

Understanding Long Vowel Sounds
Students learn how long vowels differ from short vowels by sounding like their letter names.
Instruction focuses on identifying long vowel sounds in multisyllabic words and
distinguishing them from short vowel counterparts.

The Role of Silent E
The silent “e” at the end of words often changes the preceding vowel sound from short to
long. Understanding this pattern helps students decode and spell words such as “cake,”
“bike,” and “rope.” Activities include:

Word sorting exercises

Decoding practice with silent e words

Spelling drills emphasizing silent e patterns

November: R-Controlled Vowels
The focus in November is on r-controlled vowels, a crucial component of month by month



phonics for third grade. These vowels, followed by the letter “r,” create unique sounds that
often challenge young readers.

Identifying R-Controlled Vowels
R-controlled vowels include “ar,” “er,” “ir,” “or,” and “ur.” Students learn how the “r”
influences the vowel sound, producing variations such as the “ar” in “car” or the “er” in
“her.”

Instructional Strategies
Effective teaching strategies include:

Explicit phonics instruction with examples

Word building activities using r-controlled vowel patterns

Reading and writing practice with r-controlled vowel words

December: Diphthongs and Complex Vowel
Teams
December’s focus is on diphthongs and complex vowel teams, which are essential for
decoding more advanced words. This component of month by month phonics for third
grade helps students tackle challenging vowel combinations.

Understanding Diphthongs
Diphthongs are gliding vowel sounds that combine two vowels in a single syllable, such as
“oi” in “boil” and “ou” in “cloud.” Teaching these sounds enables students to decode
unfamiliar words accurately.

Complex Vowel Teams
Complex vowel teams like “ea,” “ee,” “ai,” and “ay” are addressed through targeted
phonics lessons. Emphasis is placed on recognizing patterns and their various
pronunciations within different words.

Practice with phonics games and activities

Reading passages containing diphthongs and vowel teams

Spelling exercises focused on complex vowels



January: Multisyllabic Word Decoding
January shifts the focus to multisyllabic word decoding, a key skill in month by month
phonics for third grade. This area helps students break down longer words into manageable
parts for easier reading and comprehension.

Syllable Types and Division
Students learn about the six syllable types commonly found in English and practice dividing
words accordingly. Instruction includes:

Closed syllables

Open syllables

Vowel-consonant-e syllables

Vowel team syllables

R-controlled syllables

Consonant-le syllables

Strategies for Decoding Multisyllabic Words
Techniques such as chunking, identifying vowel patterns, and applying phonics rules are
emphasized to increase fluency and reading confidence.

February: Prefixes and Suffixes
February’s phonics instruction focuses on prefixes and suffixes, which are critical for
vocabulary development and word comprehension in third grade.

Recognizing Common Prefixes
Students learn common prefixes such as “un-,” “re-,” “pre-,” and “dis-,” understanding how
they alter word meanings and pronunciation.

Suffixes and Their Effects
Suffixes like “-ing,” “-ed,” “-ful,” and “-less” are taught to help students decode and spell
words correctly while expanding their understanding of word formation.

Word analysis exercises

Spelling and pronunciation drills



Contextual reading to reinforce meaning

March: Consonant Blends and Digraphs
March’s month by month phonics for third grade instruction highlights consonant blends
and digraphs, which are important for accurate decoding and spelling.

Consonant Blends
Blends involve two or three consonants where each sound is heard, such as “bl,” “st,” and
“cr.” Students practice blending these sounds smoothly within words.

Consonant Digraphs
Digraphs consist of two consonants producing a single sound, like “sh,” “ch,” and “th.”
Understanding these helps students decode words and improves their phonemic
awareness.

Phonics sorting games

Reading lists emphasizing blends and digraphs

Writing activities to reinforce patterns

April: Homophones and Homographs
April’s focus is on homophones and homographs, which present unique challenges in
phonics and reading comprehension. Teaching these concepts enhances students’
vocabulary and language skills.

Understanding Homophones
Homophones are words that sound alike but have different meanings and spellings, such as
“pair” and “pear.” Instruction centers on recognizing context clues to differentiate meaning.

Exploring Homographs
Homographs are words spelled the same but pronounced differently, like “lead” (to guide)
and “lead” (a metal). Students learn to identify correct pronunciation through context and
phonics rules.

Contextual reading exercises



Word meaning discussions

Spelling and pronunciation practice

May: Phonics Review and Fluency Practice
May’s instruction revisits all phonics skills covered in the year, cementing knowledge and
supporting fluency. This final month in month by month phonics for third grade focuses on
integrating skills for confident reading.

Comprehensive Review Activities
Review includes cumulative practice of vowel patterns, blends, digraphs, prefixes, suffixes,
and multisyllabic word decoding. Engaging activities help reinforce retention.

Building Fluency and Confidence
Fluency exercises such as repeated reading, timed reading, and partner reading are
emphasized to develop smooth and expressive reading. These practices prepare students
for higher-level literacy demands.

Phonics games and challenges

Group reading sessions

Individual fluency assessments

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the focus of month-by-month phonics
instruction for third grade?
Month-by-month phonics instruction for third grade typically focuses on reinforcing
advanced phonics skills such as multisyllabic word decoding, vowel patterns, prefixes,
suffixes, and irregular spellings to support fluent reading.

How can teachers effectively implement month-by-
month phonics lessons in third grade?
Teachers can implement month-by-month phonics lessons by aligning phonics skills with
reading and writing standards, using a structured scope and sequence, incorporating
engaging activities, and regularly assessing student progress to tailor instruction.



What are some key phonics skills third graders should
master each month?
Key phonics skills for third graders include recognizing vowel teams and diphthongs,
decoding multisyllabic words, understanding root words and affixes, applying spelling
patterns, and identifying irregularly spelled words throughout the year.

Are there recommended resources for month-by-month
phonics for third grade?
Yes, recommended resources include phonics workbooks tailored for third grade, digital
programs like Reading A-Z and Epic!, and teacher-created monthly lesson plans that focus
on progressive phonics skills aligned with curriculum standards.

How does month-by-month phonics instruction benefit
third grade students?
Month-by-month phonics instruction benefits third grade students by providing systematic,
incremental skill development, which enhances reading fluency, spelling accuracy,
vocabulary growth, and overall reading comprehension.

Additional Resources
1. Phonics Fun: A Month-by-Month Guide for Third Graders
This book offers a comprehensive phonics curriculum designed specifically for third-grade
students. Each month focuses on different phonetic patterns and blends, with engaging
activities and worksheets to reinforce learning. Teachers and parents will find it easy to
follow and adapt to their classroom or home instruction.

2. Third Grade Phonics Workbook: Monthly Lessons and Practice
Packed with month-by-month phonics lessons, this workbook helps third graders build
reading fluency and decoding skills. The exercises gradually increase in difficulty, ensuring
steady progress throughout the school year. It includes colorful illustrations and fun games
to keep young learners motivated.

3. Month-by-Month Phonics Adventures for Third Grade
This title takes students on a phonics adventure, introducing new sounds and spelling
patterns each month. The book combines stories, puzzles, and hands-on activities that
make phonics learning exciting and interactive. It’s ideal for classroom use or supplemental
home practice.

4. Step-by-Step Phonics for Third Grade: A Monthly Approach
Designed to build confidence in reading, this book breaks down phonics instruction into
manageable monthly segments. Each section includes clear explanations, practice
exercises, and assessments to track student progress. The structured approach supports
diverse learning styles and paces.

5. Third Grade Phonics: A Yearlong Monthly Curriculum



This yearlong curriculum provides a detailed phonics scope and sequence tailored to third
graders. It aligns with common core standards and integrates reading comprehension
strategies alongside phonics instruction. Teachers will appreciate the lesson plans and
printable resources included.

6. Monthly Phonics Practice for Third Grade Readers
Focusing on regular practice, this book offers monthly phonics drills and reading passages
to strengthen decoding and word recognition. The passages are leveled for third-grade
readers and incorporate a variety of phonetic patterns. It’s perfect for daily warm-ups or
homework assignments.

7. Phonics Monthly: Engaging Activities for Third Grade
Filled with interactive phonics games and activities, this book encourages third graders to
explore sounds and spellings month by month. It supports differentiated instruction with
suggestions for varying levels of difficulty. The hands-on approach helps maintain student
interest and boosts retention.

8. Building Strong Readers: Monthly Phonics Lessons for Grade 3
This resource focuses on building foundational reading skills through a month-by-month
phonics program. Lessons include multisensory activities that cater to different learning
preferences, making phonics accessible and fun. Progress monitoring tools help educators
identify and address learning gaps.

9. Third Grade Monthly Phonics and Word Study
Combining phonics with word study, this book provides a balanced approach to literacy
development for third graders. Each month introduces new phonics patterns alongside
vocabulary and spelling exercises. The integrated format supports comprehensive language
arts instruction throughout the year.
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