
moorish science temple beliefs

moorish science temple beliefs form the foundation of a unique religious and cultural
movement that emerged in the early 20th century in the United States. Rooted in the
teachings of Noble Drew Ali, the Moorish Science Temple of America emphasizes the
spiritual identity, heritage, and historical rights of African Americans, asserting their
connection to the ancient Moors of North Africa. These beliefs intertwine elements of Islam,
mysticism, and Afrocentric identity, offering a framework for self-awareness, national pride,
and social upliftment. The doctrine promotes the concept of Moorish nationality as a means
of reclaiming cultural dignity and legal recognition. This article explores the core tenets,
historical background, spiritual teachings, and social implications of Moorish Science
Temple beliefs, providing a comprehensive overview of this influential movement. The
following sections will delve into the origins, religious philosophy, core principles, and
contemporary relevance of the Moorish Science Temple of America.
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Origins and Historical Context
The Moorish Science Temple of America was founded in 1913 by Noble Drew Ali, born
Timothy Drew, during a period of significant social and racial upheaval in the United States.
This movement arose as a response to the systemic oppression faced by African Americans
and sought to provide a spiritual and cultural identity that connected them to a
distinguished historical legacy. Noble Drew Ali drew upon a blend of Islamic teachings,
ancient history, and esoteric knowledge to craft the Moorish Science Temple beliefs,
positioning African Americans as descendants of the Moors, a historic Muslim civilization in
North Africa and Spain.

The early 20th century was marked by the rise of various African American religious and
nationalist movements, and the Moorish Science Temple distinguished itself by
emphasizing Moorish nationality and Islamic spirituality as central components of its
doctrine. The movement's establishment in Newark, New Jersey, quickly expanded across
the country, influencing other groups seeking empowerment through religious and cultural
affirmation.



Core Religious Beliefs
The spiritual framework of the Moorish Science Temple is a syncretic system combining
elements of Islam, Christianity, and esoteric teachings. Central to moorish science temple
beliefs is the recognition of Allah as the one true God and the acceptance of the Prophet
Noble Drew Ali as a messenger reviving ancient wisdom.

Monotheism and Divine Unity
The Moorish Science Temple teaches strict monotheism, affirming belief in a single,
universal God referred to as Allah. This reflects Islamic influences and underscores the unity
of God as a foundational principle. Members are encouraged to develop a personal
relationship with Allah through prayer, study, and ethical living.

The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple
A distinctive feature of Moorish Science Temple beliefs is the use of the "Holy Koran of the
Moorish Science Temple of America," a scripture compiled by Noble Drew Ali that
incorporates passages from the traditional Islamic Quran, the Bible, and other religious
texts. This scripture serves as a guide for moral conduct, spiritual knowledge, and national
identity, blending various traditions into a cohesive spiritual philosophy.

Prophethood of Noble Drew Ali
Members regard Noble Drew Ali as a prophet who restored the lost knowledge of their
Moorish heritage. His teachings emphasize self-knowledge, spiritual awakening, and the
reclamation of rights through an understanding of one’s true nationality. This belief in his
prophetic role is central to the movement's theology and community cohesion.

Spiritual Identity and Nationality
Moorish Science Temple beliefs strongly emphasize the concept of nationality as a spiritual
and legal identity. Members assert that African Americans are not merely African
descendants but are Moors, a distinct nation with a rich cultural and historical background.

Moorish Nationality
The assertion of Moorish nationality serves as a means of reclaiming dignity, legal status,
and cultural heritage. This identity is used to challenge the imposed racial classifications
and disenfranchisement experienced by African Americans in the United States. It promotes
a sense of belonging to a sovereign people with inherent rights.

Connection to Ancient Moors
The movement traces the lineage of its members to the Moors, a Muslim civilization known
for its advancements in science, art, and culture during the Middle Ages. This historical
connection is a source of pride and serves as a foundation for the temple's teachings on
self-respect and empowerment.



Self-Identification and Name Changes
Part of embracing Moorish nationality often involves members adopting "Moorish"
surnames and titles, symbolizing their reclaimed heritage. This practice reinforces
individual and collective identity, linking adherents to their spiritual and national roots.

Legal and Cultural Teachings
The Moorish Science Temple incorporates legal theories and cultural education as part of its
broader mission to uplift its members and assert their rights within American society.

Claims of Sovereignty
Moorish Science Temple beliefs include the notion that members possess inherent
sovereignty as Moors, distinct from the legal classifications imposed by the United States
government. This idea has led some adherents to engage in legal activism and assert
unique legal status in various contexts.

Cultural Preservation and Education
The movement promotes the study of Moorish history, culture, and contributions to
civilization as a means of fostering pride and combating ignorance. Educational activities
often focus on African American history, Islamic teachings, and the principles set forth by
Noble Drew Ali.

Code of Ethics and Moral Conduct
Adherents are expected to follow a moral code emphasizing honesty, respect, and
responsibility. These ethical guidelines are viewed as essential for personal development
and communal harmony, reflecting the spiritual ideals of the movement.

Practices and Rituals
The Moorish Science Temple of America incorporates various religious practices and rituals
that reinforce its beliefs and community bonds.

Prayer and Worship
Members engage in regular prayer sessions that blend Islamic practices with unique
elements introduced by Noble Drew Ali. These rituals serve to strengthen spiritual
connection and communal unity.

Use of Symbols and Colors
Specific symbols, such as the crescent and star, and colors like red, green, and black, hold
significant meaning within the Moorish Science Temple beliefs. These visual elements are
used in ceremonies, attire, and emblems to express identity and faith.



Community Gatherings and Celebrations
The temple organizes meetings, educational lectures, and celebrations that commemorate
important dates and promote fellowship. These gatherings provide opportunities for
spiritual growth, cultural reinforcement, and social support among members.

Impact and Contemporary Significance
The Moorish Science Temple has had a lasting influence on African American religious
thought, identity politics, and cultural movements. Its beliefs continue to inspire discussions
about race, nationality, and spirituality in the modern era.

Influence on Other Movements
Moorish Science Temple beliefs have inspired various groups advocating for African
American empowerment and Islamic identity, contributing to the broader spectrum of Black
nationalist and religious organizations.

Legal and Social Challenges
The movement's assertions of sovereignty and unique legal status have sometimes led to
conflicts with governmental authorities. Despite these challenges, the Moorish Science
Temple remains a symbol of resistance and self-determination.

Ongoing Relevance
In contemporary society, the Moorish Science Temple continues to attract followers seeking
spiritual identity and cultural pride. Its teachings on history, nationality, and faith resonate
with individuals exploring their heritage and place in the world.

Founded in 1913 by Noble Drew Ali

Emphasis on Moorish nationality and identity

Syncretic religious teachings combining Islam and other traditions

Use of a unique Holy Koran compiled by Noble Drew Ali

Focus on spiritual awakening and legal sovereignty

Community rituals involving prayer, symbols, and gatherings

Influence on African American empowerment and cultural movements



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Moorish Science Temple and its main
beliefs?
The Moorish Science Temple is a religious organization founded in the early 20th century by
Noble Drew Ali. It blends elements of Islam, Christianity, and pan-Africanism, emphasizing
the identity of African Americans as Moors and promoting self-knowledge, self-reliance, and
spiritual upliftment.

Who founded the Moorish Science Temple and when?
The Moorish Science Temple was founded by Noble Drew Ali (born Timothy Drew) in 1913 in
Newark, New Jersey.

What is the significance of the term 'Moorish' in
Moorish Science Temple beliefs?
In Moorish Science Temple beliefs, 'Moorish' refers to the historical Moors, a Muslim people
of North African descent. Members identify as descendants of these Moors and claim a
noble heritage that predates slavery and colonialism.

What role does the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science
Temple play?
The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple, also known as the Circle Seven Koran, is a
key religious text that combines teachings from Islam, Christianity, and other sources. It
guides members in spiritual practices and moral conduct.

How do Moorish Science Temple beliefs view race and
identity?
The Moorish Science Temple teaches that African Americans are not simply 'Black' or
'Negro' but are Moorish Americans, descendants of the ancient Moors. This redefinition
aims to instill pride, cultural identity, and a sense of nationhood.

What is the concept of 'Asiatic' identity in Moorish
Science Temple teachings?
Members of the Moorish Science Temple consider themselves 'Asiatic' in origin, linking
themselves to the original inhabitants of the Americas and North Africa. This Asiatic identity
emphasizes a shared heritage beyond modern racial categories.

How does the Moorish Science Temple approach



religion and spirituality?
The Moorish Science Temple blends Islamic principles with elements from other religious
traditions. It encourages the study of various scriptures, ethical living, and spiritual
development to achieve enlightenment and liberation.

What social and cultural goals does the Moorish Science
Temple promote?
The Moorish Science Temple promotes self-determination, education, economic
independence, and community improvement among African Americans. It seeks to restore
cultural pride and encourage members to contribute positively to society.

Is the Moorish Science Temple considered a sect of
Islam?
While the Moorish Science Temple draws heavily from Islamic teachings and identifies with
Islam, it is not considered a traditional sect of Islam. It incorporates unique doctrines and
blends multiple religious and cultural elements distinct from mainstream Islam.

Additional Resources
1. The Moorish Science Temple and the Rise of Black Nationalism
This book explores the historical emergence of the Moorish Science Temple in the early
20th century and its influence on Black nationalist movements. It delves into the teachings
of Noble Drew Ali and how the Temple offered a new religious and cultural identity for
African Americans. The author examines the intersection of religion, race, and politics
within the Moorish Science Temple’s framework.

2. Divine Wisdom: The Teachings of Noble Drew Ali
Focusing on the founder of the Moorish Science Temple, this book presents a
comprehensive study of Noble Drew Ali’s life and spiritual teachings. It highlights the core
beliefs of Moorish science, including its emphasis on Moorish identity, self-knowledge, and
the reclamation of African heritage. Readers gain insight into the moral and metaphysical
principles that guide Temple members.

3. Moorish Science Temple: Origins and Beliefs
This volume provides an academic overview of the origins, doctrines, and rituals of the
Moorish Science Temple. It contextualizes the movement within the broader landscape of
African American religious innovation during the early 1900s. The book also discusses the
Temple’s unique blend of Islam, Christianity, and esoteric traditions.

4. Identity and Nationhood: The Moorish Science Perspective
Examining the concept of identity in the Moorish Science Temple, this book discusses how
Moorish Americans are encouraged to view themselves as part of a distinct nation. It
explores the Temple’s teachings on nationality, citizenship, and cultural pride. The author
also addresses the impact of these ideas on members’ social and political views.



5. The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple
This text is a study and annotated edition of the Temple’s sacred scripture, often referred
to as the “Circle Seven Koran.” The book explains its unique composition, symbolism, and
theological significance. It also compares the Circle Seven Koran to traditional Islamic texts,
highlighting its distinctive features.

6. Moorish Science and Esoteric Islam
This work investigates the esoteric and mystical elements within the Moorish Science
Temple’s teachings. It discusses how Moorish Science incorporates aspects of Sufism,
mysticism, and occult knowledge. The author sheds light on the spiritual practices and
symbolism embraced by adherents.

7. From Slavery to Sovereignty: The Moorish Science Temple’s Path to Liberation
This book chronicles the Moorish Science Temple’s role in African American liberation and
empowerment. It details how the Temple provided a framework for reclaiming sovereignty
and spiritual freedom in the face of systemic oppression. The narrative includes personal
stories of Temple members and their commitment to self-determination.

8. Legal Identity and Moorish Science: Citizenship and Rights
Focusing on the legal and civic aspects of Moorish Science beliefs, this book explores how
members assert their nationality and rights through Moorish identity. It discusses the
controversies and legal challenges surrounding Moorish Science citizenship claims. The
author provides analysis of court cases and governmental responses.

9. Symbols and Rituals of the Moorish Science Temple
This book offers an in-depth look at the symbolism, ceremonies, and rituals practiced within
the Moorish Science Temple. It explains the meanings behind key symbols such as the
crescent and star, the use of colors, and ritualistic behaviors. The work aims to provide a
clearer understanding of the Temple’s spiritual culture and communal practices.
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