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morality as anti nature commonlit answer key is a critical resource for students and educators seeking to
understand the complex themes presented in the CommonLit text titled "Morality as Anti-Nature." This
article provides a comprehensive overview and detailed explanations to aid in comprehending the text’s
arguments, main ideas, and literary elements. This answer key explores the philosophical underpinnings of
morality in relation to nature, discussing how the text challenges conventional views on naturalism and
ethics. Readers will gain insights into the key questions raised by the passage, the author’s perspective, and
the broader implications for understanding morality. By analyzing vocabulary, text structure, and thematic
content, this resource enhances the learning experience and supports academic success. The following
sections will guide readers through a detailed breakdown of the content, analysis, and answers relevant to
the morality as anti nature commonlit answer key.

Understanding the Theme of Morality as Anti-Nature

Key Questions and Answers from the CommonLit Text

Literary Devices and Textual Analysis

Vocabulary and Terminology in the Passage

Implications of the Morality as Anti-Nature Argument

Understanding the Theme of Morality as Anti-Nature
The central theme of the CommonLit text "Morality as Anti-Nature" revolves around the tension between
moral principles and natural instincts. This section examines how the author defines morality in opposition
to what is considered natural behavior. The text argues that societal norms and ethical codes often
counteract or suppress natural impulses, creating a framework where morality is perceived as an artificial
construct rather than an inherent aspect of human nature.

Definition of Morality in the Text
Morality is portrayed as a set of rules or standards that regulate human behavior, frequently in conflict
with natural tendencies. The author suggests that these moral codes serve to control impulses that might
otherwise be deemed unacceptable in society. This perspective offers a critical stance on traditional views
that moral conduct aligns harmoniously with nature.



Contrast Between Nature and Morality
The text highlights the distinction between instinctual actions driven by biological urges and the conscious
decisions governed by ethical considerations. Morality is characterized as "anti-nature" because it often
requires individuals to restrain or deny natural desires for the sake of social order and collective well-being.

Key Questions and Answers from the CommonLit Text
This section provides detailed answers to the primary questions posed in the CommonLit resource,
clarifying the author's intent and the text’s critical points. These questions assess comprehension of the
theme, argument structure, and textual evidence.

What is the author’s main argument regarding morality?
The author argues that morality is fundamentally opposed to natural behavior, suggesting that ethical
systems are human-made constructs designed to suppress or redirect instinctual actions. This challenges the
assumption that morality naturally arises from human nature itself.

How does the text support the idea that morality is anti-nature?
The passage uses examples of natural impulses, such as self-interest or aggression, and contrasts them with
moral imperatives that demand restraint and altruism. By illustrating this opposition, the author
underscores the artificiality of moral codes compared to innate behaviors.

What evidence from the text demonstrates the conflict between morality
and nature?
Specific textual evidence includes references to societal expectations that prohibit behaviors considered
natural but socially unacceptable. The author cites philosophical perspectives and real-life scenarios to
highlight this ongoing conflict.

Literary Devices and Textual Analysis
The CommonLit passage employs various literary techniques to reinforce its themes and arguments.
Understanding these devices enhances comprehension and allows for a more nuanced interpretation of the
text.



Use of Contrast and Juxtaposition
The author frequently juxtaposes natural instincts with moral obligations to emphasize their
incompatibility. This contrast serves as a rhetorical strategy to provoke critical thinking about accepted
ethical norms.

Tone and Style
The tone is analytical and contemplative, inviting readers to question preconceived notions about morality.
The style is formal and argumentative, relying on logical reasoning and philosophical references rather
than emotional appeal.

Symbolism and Metaphor
While the text is primarily philosophical, it uses metaphorical language to describe morality as a "chain" or
"barrier" against natural impulses. These metaphors illustrate the restrictive nature of moral codes in
relation to human instincts.

Vocabulary and Terminology in the Passage
Key vocabulary words and terms within the text are integral to understanding its message. This section
highlights important vocabulary and provides definitions to clarify their use in context.

Morality: Principles concerning the distinction between right and wrong or good and bad behavior.

Anti-nature: Opposed to or conflicting with natural instincts or phenomena.

Instinct: An innate, typically fixed pattern of behavior in animals in response to certain stimuli.

Ethics: Moral principles that govern a person's behavior or the conducting of an activity.

Altruism: The belief in or practice of selfless concern for the well-being of others.

Contextual Usage of Terms
The text uses these terms specifically to frame the argument that morality requires humans to act contrary
to their natural instincts. Understanding these definitions is crucial for interpreting the author's thesis



accurately.

Implications of the Morality as Anti-Nature Argument
Exploring the broader implications of the text’s argument reveals its significance in philosophical and
ethical discussions. This section considers how viewing morality as anti-nature affects the understanding of
human behavior and societal norms.

Philosophical Perspectives
By framing morality as opposing natural instincts, the text aligns with philosophical traditions that question
the origin and validity of ethical systems. This viewpoint invites debate on whether morality is innate or
socially constructed.

Impact on Social and Cultural Norms
The argument suggests that societal expectations might suppress natural human behaviors, leading to
tensions between individual desires and collective rules. This tension can influence legal systems, cultural
practices, and interpersonal relationships.

Educational and Analytical Value
Understanding morality as anti-nature encourages critical thinking about ethical teachings and their role in
shaping human conduct. It challenges students to analyze moral principles beyond superficial acceptance,
fostering deeper intellectual engagement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument presented in 'Morality as Anti-Nature' from
CommonLit?
The main argument is that morality often conflicts with natural instincts and behaviors, suggesting that
what is considered 'moral' can sometimes go against natural impulses.



How does the author define 'morality' in the context of the passage?
The author defines morality as a set of rules or principles that govern behavior, often emphasizing restraint
or control over natural desires.

Why does the author describe morality as 'anti-nature'?
Morality is described as 'anti-nature' because it requires individuals to act against their natural inclinations
and instincts for the sake of ethical or social standards.

What examples does the text provide to illustrate morality conflicting
with nature?
The text provides examples such as self-control over aggressive impulses and the suppression of selfish
desires to highlight how morality demands behavior contrary to natural tendencies.

According to the passage, what role does society play in shaping morality?
Society plays a crucial role in shaping morality by establishing norms and expectations that encourage
individuals to act beyond their natural instincts for the collective good.

How does the author suggest morality benefits humans despite being
'anti-nature'?
The author suggests that morality benefits humans by promoting cooperation, harmony, and social stability,
which are essential for complex communities and survival.

What is the significance of the phrase 'common good' in the context of
morality described in the text?
The phrase 'common good' signifies the collective well-being that morality aims to protect, often requiring
individuals to suppress personal desires for the benefit of others.

Does the passage imply that natural instincts are inherently bad?
No, the passage does not imply that natural instincts are bad; rather, it explains that morality sometimes
requires controlling or overriding these instincts to maintain social order.

How can the understanding of morality as 'anti-nature' influence our



view of ethical behavior?
Understanding morality as 'anti-nature' can help us appreciate the challenges and complexities of ethical
behavior, recognizing that moral choices often involve conscious effort to rise above instinctual impulses.

Additional Resources
1. Beyond Good and Evil by Friedrich Nietzsche
This philosophical work challenges traditional notions of morality rooted in religion and society. Nietzsche
argues that conventional moral values are constructs that often suppress human vitality and creativity. He
encourages readers to reconsider morality from a perspective that embraces life and individual strength,
rather than conformity.

2. The Genealogy of Morals by Friedrich Nietzsche
In this book, Nietzsche explores the origins and development of moral concepts, particularly focusing on
how "good" and "evil" have been defined. He critiques the moral framework imposed by religion and
society, suggesting it serves the interests of the weak to control the strong. The text provides a historical
and psychological analysis of morality as a social tool.

3. Nature and Morality by Mark Rowlands
Rowlands examines the relationship between human morality and the natural world, questioning whether
moral principles are at odds with nature. He discusses how evolutionary biology and ethics intersect,
arguing that understanding nature can inform a more grounded approach to morality. The book offers a
thoughtful critique of the idea that morality should be "against" nature.

4. Ecofascism: Lessons from the Past by Janet Biehl
This book investigates the dark side of environmentalism when intertwined with authoritarian ideologies,
including moral arguments that justify anti-natural practices. Biehl analyses historical examples where
supposed moral imperatives led to oppressive and anti-nature policies. It serves as a cautionary tale about
the misuse of morality in environmental discourse.

5. The Moral Animal by Robert Wright
Wright explores evolutionary psychology to explain human morality, suggesting that many moral
behaviors have roots in natural selection. He presents morality as an adaptive trait that evolved to promote
social cohesion and survival. The book bridges biology and ethics, offering insights into why humans
develop moral codes that sometimes conflict with natural instincts.

6. The Ethics of Ambiguity by Simone de Beauvoir
De Beauvoir discusses existentialist ethics, emphasizing freedom, responsibility, and the ambiguity inherent
in moral choices. She challenges absolute moral systems and encourages embracing the complexity of
human existence. The work highlights the tension between individual freedom and societal norms,
including those related to natural law.



7. Morality and the Natural Law by John Finnis
Finnis presents a contemporary perspective on natural law theory, arguing that morality is grounded in
human nature and rational understanding of natural goods. He defends the idea that certain moral principles
are objectively true because they align with human flourishing. The book is a foundational text for those
interested in the philosophical relationship between nature and morality.

8. Against Nature? The Concept of Nature in Critical Theory by Lorraine Code
Code critically examines how the concept of "nature" has been used in moral and political theory, often to
justify exclusion or oppression. She questions simplistic appeals to nature in moral arguments and advocates
for a more nuanced understanding. The book challenges readers to rethink the role of nature in
constructing moral frameworks.

9. Morality as Anti-Nature: A Critical Exploration by David L. Paulson
This text directly addresses the idea that certain moral systems position themselves in opposition to natural
human tendencies. Paulson analyzes cultural and religious moral codes that label natural behaviors as
immoral or sinful. The book encourages critical reflection on how morality can sometimes suppress natural
instincts and the implications for individual and societal well-being.
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