
mornings in jenin by susan abulhawa
mornings in jenin by susan abulhawa is a critically acclaimed novel that delves into the
complex history and human experiences of Palestinians through several generations. This
powerful literary work explores themes of identity, displacement, resilience, and the
enduring impact of conflict on families and communities. Susan Abulhawa, the author, uses
evocative storytelling to bring to life the struggles and hopes of people living in Jenin and
the broader Palestinian territories. The novel’s rich narrative and emotional depth have
made it a significant contribution to contemporary Middle Eastern literature. In this article,
we will examine the background of the book, its thematic elements, character
development, and its reception. Additionally, we will explore the cultural and historical
context that shapes the story, providing a comprehensive understanding of mornings in
jenin by susan abulhawa.
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Background and Author
Susan Abulhawa is a Palestinian-American writer and human rights activist whose personal
history deeply informs her literary work. Mornings in Jenin by Susan Abulhawa is her debut
novel, published in 2010, and it quickly garnered international attention for its unflinching
portrayal of Palestinian life. Abulhawa’s background as a displaced Palestinian and her
commitment to social justice shape the narrative’s authenticity and emotional resonance.
The novel reflects years of research and personal experience, making it a vital voice in
contemporary discussions about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Author’s Biography
Susan Abulhawa was born in Kuwait to Palestinian refugee parents and later moved to the
United States. Her upbringing amid political turmoil and displacement inspired her to write
stories that bring awareness to Palestinian history and struggles. As an activist, she has
been involved in various initiatives advocating for Palestinian rights. Her literary work,
especially mornings in jenin by susan abulhawa, bridges the gap between personal memory
and collective history.



Inspiration for the Novel
The author drew inspiration from her family’s experiences and the broader narrative of
Palestinian displacement following the 1948 Nakba. Her goal was to humanize the
Palestinian experience by focusing on individual lives rather than abstract political debates.
The novel’s title itself symbolizes the hope and sorrow that characterize mornings in Jenin,
a town at the heart of the Palestinian struggle.

Plot Overview
Mornings in Jenin by Susan Abulhawa tells the story of several generations of a Palestinian
family, beginning with the Nakba, the forced displacement of Palestinians in 1948. The
narrative follows the family’s journey through loss, exile, and the ongoing conflict that
shapes their lives. The novel’s structure weaves together personal stories with historical
events, creating a vivid tapestry of endurance and identity.

Key Plot Points

The displacement of the Abulheja family from their village during the 1948 Palestinian
exodus.

The family’s struggles in refugee camps, particularly in Jenin.

The intergenerational trauma and resilience experienced by the family members.

The impact of Israeli occupation and violence on the daily lives of Palestinians.

The pursuit of hope and reconciliation amidst ongoing conflict.

Narrative Style
The story is narrated through multiple perspectives, primarily focusing on the experiences
of Amal, the protagonist, whose life embodies the pain and perseverance of her people. The
narrative employs poetic language and vivid imagery to evoke the emotional and physical
landscapes of Jenin and beyond. This approach allows readers to engage deeply with the
characters’ inner worlds and the broader socio-political realities they face.

Themes and Motifs
Mornings in Jenin by Susan Abulhawa explores numerous themes central to Palestinian
identity and history. The novel addresses the enduring effects of displacement, the loss of
homeland, and the struggle for survival under occupation. It also delves into themes of
family, memory, and the quest for justice.



Displacement and Exile
The theme of forced displacement is a core element throughout the novel. The Abulheja
family’s exile mirrors the collective Palestinian experience of losing their homes and the
ongoing search for belonging. This theme highlights the psychological and physical toll of
being uprooted from one’s land.

Resilience and Hope
Despite the hardships faced, the novel emphasizes resilience as a defining characteristic of
the Palestinian spirit. Mornings in Jenin by Susan Abulhawa portrays hope as a vital force
that sustains individuals and communities through generations of conflict and adversity.

Identity and Memory
The preservation of cultural and familial identity amid erasure is a recurring motif. The
characters’ memories serve as a repository of history and a means to resist forgetting. This
interplay of memory and identity underscores the importance of storytelling in maintaining
heritage.

Character Analysis
The novel features a rich cast of characters whose lives and experiences illuminate the
human dimension of political conflict. Each character represents different facets of
Palestinian society, contributing to the novel’s depth and complexity.

Amal Abulheja
Amal is the central figure whose life story spans much of the novel. Her journey from
childhood in a peaceful village to adulthood amid violence and loss reflects the broader
Palestinian experience. Amal’s resilience, compassion, and determination make her a
compelling protagonist.

Muhammad Abulheja
As the family patriarch, Muhammad embodies the pain of displacement and the struggle to
maintain dignity in exile. His decisions and sacrifices greatly influence the family’s
trajectory and symbolize the older generation’s commitment to their homeland.

Supporting Characters
The novel includes a variety of supporting characters, from family members to neighbors
and friends, each adding layers to the story. These characters represent diverse



perspectives within Palestinian society, including different political views, social roles, and
personal challenges.

Cultural and Historical Context
Understanding mornings in jenin by susan abulhawa requires situating the novel within the
broader history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and Palestinian displacement. The novel is
deeply rooted in the geopolitical realities of the region and draws attention to often
overlooked narratives.

The Nakba and Palestinian Displacement
The 1948 Nakba, or “catastrophe,” refers to the mass expulsion and flight of Palestinians
following the creation of the state of Israel. This event is the novel’s historical backdrop and
a pivotal moment shaping Palestinian identity and memory. The novel sheds light on the
human suffering and enduring consequences of this displacement.

Life in Refugee Camps
The depiction of life in Jenin refugee camp provides insight into the conditions faced by
displaced Palestinians. The novel portrays the challenges of poverty, overcrowding, and
political strife, while also highlighting community solidarity and cultural survival.

Ongoing Conflict and Occupation
Mornings in Jenin by Susan Abulhawa captures the ongoing nature of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, including military occupation, resistance, and the impact on civilians. The narrative
brings a nuanced perspective to these issues, emphasizing human stories over political
rhetoric.

Reception and Impact
Since its publication, mornings in jenin by susan abulhawa has received widespread critical
acclaim and has been translated into multiple languages. The novel has been praised for its
powerful storytelling, emotional depth, and contribution to Palestinian literature.

Critical Acclaim
Reviews often highlight the novel’s lyrical prose and its ability to convey complex historical
events through intimate narratives. It has been recognized by literary critics and human
rights organizations alike for raising awareness about Palestinian experiences.



Educational and Cultural Influence
The book is frequently included in academic curricula and cultural discussions related to the
Middle East. It serves as a valuable resource for understanding Palestinian history and
humanizing a conflict often reduced to headlines and statistics.

Legacy and Continued Relevance
Mornings in Jenin by Susan Abulhawa remains relevant as a testament to the resilience of
displaced peoples and the power of literature to foster empathy and understanding. Its
impact extends beyond literature, influencing activism and dialogue about peace and
justice in the region.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Mornings in Jenin' by
Susan Abulhawa?
The central theme of 'Mornings in Jenin' is the Palestinian experience of displacement, loss,
and resilience over several generations, highlighting the impact of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict on individual lives and families.

Who is the protagonist of 'Mornings in Jenin' and what
is her significance?
The protagonist is Amal, a Palestinian girl whose life story reflects the struggles, tragedies,
and hopes of Palestinians from the Nakba in 1948 through subsequent decades.

How does Susan Abulhawa portray the historical
context in 'Mornings in Jenin'?
Susan Abulhawa weaves detailed historical events into the narrative, providing a personal
perspective on major incidents like the 1948 Nakba, the occupation, and refugee life,
making the political deeply personal.

What role does family play in 'Mornings in Jenin'?
Family is central to the novel, illustrating both the strength and challenges faced by
Palestinians, as familial bonds endure despite separation, loss, and political turmoil.

How has 'Mornings in Jenin' been received by critics and
readers?
The novel has been praised for its lyrical prose, emotional depth, and for bringing



Palestinian stories to a wider audience, though it has also sparked controversy due to its
political subject matter.

What literary style is Susan Abulhawa known for in
'Mornings in Jenin'?
Abulhawa employs a lyrical and evocative narrative style, combining poetic language with
vivid storytelling to create an immersive and emotional reading experience.

Why is 'Mornings in Jenin' considered important for
understanding the Palestinian narrative?
'Mornings in Jenin' is important because it offers a humanized and intimate portrayal of
Palestinian history and suffering, countering mainstream narratives and fostering empathy
and awareness.

Additional Resources
1. Men in the Sun by Ghassan Kanafani
This novella tells the poignant story of three Palestinian refugees trying to escape their
harsh realities by smuggling themselves to Kuwait. Through their journey, Kanafani sheds
light on the struggles of displacement and the search for dignity. The narrative captures the
broader Palestinian experience of loss and hope.

2. The Lemon Tree: An Arab, a Jew, and the Heart of the Middle East by Sandy Tolan
This non-fiction book narrates the true story of a friendship between a Palestinian man and
an Israeli woman, centered around a house in Ramla. It explores themes of identity,
conflict, and reconciliation amidst the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The book provides a
humanized perspective on a deeply divisive issue.

3. In the Eye of the Sun by Ahdaf Soueif
Set against the backdrop of political turmoil in Egypt and the Middle East, this novel follows
the life of Asya, a young Egyptian woman. It delves into themes of love, loss, and cultural
identity while providing insight into Arab society. The story intertwines personal and
political struggles.

4. Salt Houses by Hala Alyan
This multi-generational novel traces the life of a Palestinian family uprooted by war and
displacement. It explores the enduring impact of exile and the meaning of home across
decades. Alyan’s lyrical prose brings to life the resilience and pain of the Palestinian
diaspora.

5. Where the Streets Had a Name by Randa Abdel-Fattah
A young adult novel that follows Hayaat, a Palestinian girl on a quest to retrieve a family
heirloom in war-torn East Jerusalem. The story highlights the daily challenges faced by
Palestinians living under occupation. It combines adventure with themes of identity, family,
and hope.



6. Out of It by Selma Dabbagh
This novel explores the lives of Palestinians living in exile and under occupation, focusing
on the personal and political conflicts they endure. It addresses themes of displacement,
belonging, and resistance. Dabbagh’s narrative offers a contemporary look at the
Palestinian experience.

7. I Saw Ramallah by Mourid Barghouti
A memoir recounting the author’s return to his homeland after thirty years of exile.
Barghouti reflects on loss, memory, and the pain of displacement with poetic eloquence.
The book provides a deeply personal perspective on the Palestinian struggle.

8. Gate of the Sun by Elias Khoury
This epic novel recounts the history of Palestinian refugees through the testimonies of
survivors of the 1948 Nakba. Khoury’s work blends storytelling with historical narrative,
capturing the collective memory of a displaced people. It is a powerful exploration of
identity and loss.

9. Returning to Haifa by Ghassan Kanafani
A short story that examines the complexities of Palestinian identity and memory through
the encounter of a Palestinian couple with their former home in Haifa. The narrative
confronts themes of loss, belonging, and the consequences of conflict. It is a poignant
reflection on the Palestinian experience.
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