
most empty net goals in nhl history

most empty net goals in nhl history represent a fascinating aspect of professional hockey that

highlights both strategic gameplay and individual scoring prowess. Empty net goals occur when a team

pulls its goalie in favor of an extra attacker, usually late in the game, creating an open net opportunity

for the opposing team. This article explores the players who have scored the most empty net goals in

NHL history, examining their career achievements, playing styles, and the significance of these goals

in game outcomes. Additionally, it delves into the tactics behind pulling the goalie and how this

influences scoring statistics. Understanding the role of empty net goals offers insights into NHL game

strategies and player effectiveness in critical moments. The following sections will provide a

comprehensive look at the top empty net goal scorers, the evolution of this aspect of the game, and

notable records related to empty netting in NHL history.
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Top NHL Players with the Most Empty Net Goals

Empty net goals are often scored by players with a keen sense of timing, accuracy, and the ability to



capitalize on fast breaks. Several NHL players have distinguished themselves by amassing impressive

totals of empty net goals throughout their careers. These players often combine high scoring abilities

with smart positional play to exploit the open net situation effectively.

Wayne Gretzky

Wayne Gretzky, often regarded as the greatest hockey player of all time, also ranks prominently in the

category of empty net goals. Known for his incredible vision and scoring ability, Gretzky capitalized on

numerous empty net opportunities during his career. His ability to read the game allowed him to score

crucial empty net goals that secured victories for his teams.

Jaromir Jagr

Jaromir Jagr is another legendary name associated with empty net goals. His long NHL career,

combined with his scoring skills and physical presence, made him a reliable player to finish games

with empty net goals. Jagr’s knack for finding open space on the ice contributed to his high total in this

category.

Other Notable Players

Besides Gretzky and Jagr, several other players have excelled in scoring empty net goals. These

include:

Mark Messier

Teemu Selanne



Martin St. Louis

Alex Ovechkin

Pat Verbeek

These athletes combined speed, positioning, and accurate shooting to consistently convert empty net

chances, helping their teams secure wins.

Significance and Strategy Behind Empty Net Goals

Empty net goals play a strategic role in NHL games, especially in the closing minutes when a team is

trailing by one or two goals. Pulling the goalie for an extra attacker increases offensive pressure but

exposes the net to potential empty net goals.

Why Teams Pull the Goalie

The practice of pulling the goalie evolved as coaches sought to maximize scoring chances in

desperate game situations. By substituting the goaltender for an additional skater, teams create a

numerical advantage on the ice, increasing the likelihood of scoring. However, this also leaves the net

unguarded, making it easier for the opposing team to score an empty net goal.

Player Roles in Empty Net Situations

Players assigned to defend or attack during empty net situations must exhibit discipline and



awareness. Defensively, players focus on clearing the puck and preventing the opposing team from

gaining possession. Offensively, players with strong shooting skills and quick decision-making are

positioned to capitalize on turnovers and open net chances.

Historical Evolution of Empty Net Goals in the NHL

The frequency and context of empty net goals have changed as NHL rules and playing styles evolved.

Initially, the concept of pulling the goalie was less common, but it became a standard tactic as

coaches recognized its potential benefits.

Early NHL and the Introduction of Goalie Pulling

In the early years of the NHL, teams rarely pulled their goalies. The risk was considered too high, and

the strategy was not widely used. It wasn’t until the 1930s and 1940s that coaches began

experimenting with the tactic in critical game moments.

Modern Trends in Empty Net Goals

Today, pulling the goalie is a routine strategy in the final minutes of a game when trailing. As a result,

empty net goals have become a common occurrence, and players who excel in these situations have

become valuable assets. The rise in empty net goals corresponds with faster-paced games and more

aggressive offensive tactics.



Records and Milestones Related to Empty Net Goals

There are several notable records and milestones associated with empty net goals in NHL history.

These records highlight the exceptional players and moments that defined this aspect of the game.

Most Career Empty Net Goals

The record for the most career empty net goals is held by a player who combined longevity with a

knack for scoring in these critical moments. This record is a testament to consistent performance and

situational awareness over many seasons.

Single-Game and Playoff Records

In addition to career totals, some players have set records for empty net goals in single games or

playoff series. These feats often occur in high-pressure situations where an empty net goal can seal a

victory or eliminate an opponent.

Noteworthy Empty Net Goal Moments

Several memorable empty net goals have become iconic in NHL history, often due to their timing or

the skill displayed. These moments are celebrated by fans and analysts alike and contribute to the lore

surrounding empty net goals.



Impact of Empty Net Goals on Game Outcomes

Empty net goals frequently serve as decisive factors in NHL games. Their impact extends beyond just

adding to the scoreline; they influence team morale, momentum, and strategic decisions.

Securing Victories

One of the primary roles of empty net goals is to secure a lead in the closing moments of a game. By

scoring an empty net goal, the leading team often puts the game out of reach for the opponent,

effectively sealing the win.

Psychological Effects

Conceding an empty net goal can have psychological consequences for the trailing team. It can

dampen their comeback efforts and shift the momentum firmly in favor of the leading team.

Conversely, scoring an empty net goal boosts confidence and can energize players and fans alike.

Statistical Influence on Player Records

Empty net goals contribute to individual players’ scoring statistics, sometimes boosting goal totals and

influencing awards or contract negotiations. Players known for scoring empty net goals are often

valued for their reliability and situational awareness.

Empty net goals are a critical aspect of NHL strategy, combining risk and reward in late-game1.

scenarios.



Top scorers of empty net goals are typically skilled finishers with strong positional play.2.

The evolution of goalie pulling has increased the frequency of empty net goals over time.3.

Records related to empty net goals highlight exceptional player achievements and memorable4.

moments.

Empty net goals significantly affect game outcomes, momentum, and player statistics.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who holds the record for the most empty net goals in NHL history?

Dave Andreychuk holds the record for the most empty net goals in NHL history, with 44 empty net

goals.

How many empty net goals did Dave Andreychuk score in his NHL

career?

Dave Andreychuk scored 44 empty net goals during his NHL career.

What is an empty net goal in hockey?

An empty net goal occurs when the opposing team has pulled their goalie for an extra attacker, leaving

the net unguarded, and a player scores on that open net.

Why do players often score empty net goals late in games?

Players often score empty net goals late in games because the opposing team pulls their goalie to

gain an extra attacker when they are trailing, leaving the net empty and easier to score on.



Are empty net goals common in the NHL?

Empty net goals are relatively common in the NHL, especially in the final minutes of close games

when teams pull their goalie to try to tie the game.

Who is the active NHL player with the most empty net goals?

As of 2024, the active NHL player with the most empty net goals is Steven Stamkos.

How do empty net goals impact a player's overall goal statistics?

Empty net goals count towards a player's overall goal total and can boost their scoring statistics.

Have any players scored multiple empty net goals in a single NHL

game?

Yes, several players have scored multiple empty net goals in a single NHL game, though it is a

relatively rare occurrence.

Do empty net goals count towards NHL records and awards?

Yes, empty net goals count towards NHL records and are included in a player's official goal totals,

impacting awards like the Maurice 'Rocket' Richard Trophy.

What strategies do teams use to prevent empty net goals?

Teams try to maintain puck possession and avoid risky plays when their goalie is pulled, and

sometimes ice the puck to waste time, to prevent conceding empty net goals.

Additional Resources

1. Empty Net Frenzy: The NHL's Greatest Goal-Scoring Moments

This book delves into the most thrilling empty net goals in NHL history, showcasing how players



capitalize on these critical moments. It highlights the strategies behind pulling the goalie and the skill

required to seal a game. Packed with anecdotes and statistics, it offers fans an inside look at some of

the most memorable finishes in hockey.

2. Last Second Shots: Empty Net Goals That Changed the Game

Explore the dramatic impact of empty net goals on NHL outcomes in this compelling collection. The

book examines key matches where these goals not only sealed victories but also influenced playoff

standings and player legacies. Readers will gain insight into the psychological and tactical aspects of

scoring when the net is wide open.

3. Net Wide Open: The Art of Scoring Empty Net Goals in the NHL

Focusing on the finesse and precision required to score on an empty net, this book celebrates the

unsung moments that define hockey games. It features player interviews and expert analysis on

techniques and decision-making. A must-read for aspiring players and dedicated fans interested in

game dynamics.

4. Empty Net Heroes: NHL Players with the Most Empty Net Goals

This book profiles the top NHL players known for their prowess in scoring empty net goals. It explores

their careers, playing styles, and how they mastered this particular aspect of the game. Insightful and

inspiring, it showcases how these athletes contributed to their teams’ successes.

5. Final Seconds: The Role of Empty Net Goals in NHL History

A historical perspective on how empty net goals have influenced the NHL over the decades. The

author traces the evolution of game strategies involving empty nets and highlights iconic moments that

have become part of hockey lore. It’s an engaging read for those interested in the tactical progression

of the sport.

6. Scoring When It Counts: Empty Net Goals and NHL Clutch Performances

This book examines empty net goals within the context of clutch moments, where players have sealed

victories under pressure. It includes detailed game breakdowns and player psychology, illustrating why

these goals matter beyond just the scoreboard. Fans will appreciate the blend of emotion and skill



presented.

7. Chasing the Empty Net: A Statistical Journey Through NHL Records

A data-driven exploration of empty net goals, this book provides comprehensive statistics and records

related to these unique scoring opportunities. It analyzes trends, player rankings, and game situations

that lead to empty net goals. Ideal for readers who enjoy the numbers behind the game.

8. The Empty Net Strategy: Coaching Insights and NHL Tactics

This book offers a behind-the-scenes look at how NHL coaches approach the decision to pull the

goalie and defend or attack an empty net. Featuring interviews with top coaches and tactical

breakdowns, it explains the risks and rewards involved. It’s perfect for readers interested in the

strategic side of hockey.

9. Empty Net Legends: Stories of NHL's Top Goal Scorers

Highlighting legendary NHL players who excelled at scoring empty net goals, this book blends

biography with game stories. It captures the excitement and significance of these goals in the careers

of hockey greats. Through vivid storytelling, it celebrates moments that have thrilled fans worldwide.
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