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n scott momaday house made of dawn is a seminal work in Native American literature, blending
poetic language with profound cultural themes. This novel, authored by N. Scott Momaday, captures
the intricate relationship between identity, heritage, and nature through the story of a young Kiowa
man returning from war. The narrative explores themes of displacement, spirituality, and the quest
for self-understanding, making it a cornerstone in the study of indigenous storytelling. As an
influential piece, it also highlights Momaday’s skillful use of symbolism and lyrical prose that brings
the Kiowa culture vividly to life. This article delves into the background of N. Scott Momaday, the
cultural and literary significance of House Made of Dawn, its major themes, and its lasting impact on
literature and Native American representation. The following sections provide an in-depth
exploration of these key aspects.

Background of N. Scott Momaday

Overview of House Made of Dawn

Major Themes in House Made of Dawn

Literary Style and Symbolism

Impact and Legacy of House Made of Dawn

Background of N. Scott Momaday
N. Scott Momaday, a Kiowa novelist, poet, and essayist, is a prominent figure in American literature
known for his focus on Native American culture and history. Born in 1934 in Oklahoma, Momaday’s
writing often reflects his deep connection to his Kiowa heritage and the natural world. His work is
notable for bridging Native American oral traditions with contemporary literary forms. Momaday’s
contributions extend beyond literature into education and cultural preservation, making him an
influential voice within and beyond Native American communities.

Early Life and Influences
Momaday’s upbringing was steeped in the stories and traditions of the Kiowa tribe, which
profoundly shaped his worldview and literary voice. His family’s emphasis on storytelling and the
natural landscape provided rich material that he later incorporated into his works. Educationally,
Momaday earned degrees in English and anthropology, further enriching his understanding of
cultural narratives and history. These experiences laid the foundation for his groundbreaking novel,
House Made of Dawn.



Contributions to Native American Literature
As a pioneer of the Native American Renaissance, Momaday helped bring indigenous voices to
mainstream literature. His works, including poetry and essays, celebrate Native identity and
challenge stereotypes. He has received numerous accolades, such as the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction,
highlighting his role in elevating Native American perspectives within the literary canon.

Overview of House Made of Dawn
House Made of Dawn, published in 1968, is widely regarded as a landmark novel in Native American
literature. The story centers on Abel, a young Kiowa man struggling to reconcile his cultural roots
with the experience of war and modern American society. The novel’s structure and narrative style
reflect traditional storytelling methods, intertwining past and present, myth and reality.

Plot Summary
The novel follows Abel’s return to his reservation in New Mexico after serving in World War II.
Disoriented and alienated, Abel faces internal conflicts and external challenges as he attempts to
find his place in a world divided between indigenous traditions and contemporary life. Throughout
the narrative, themes of loss, healing, and identity are explored as Abel undergoes a spiritual and
physical journey toward restoration.

Setting and Cultural Context
The setting of House Made of Dawn plays a crucial role in the story, grounding the narrative in the
landscapes of the American Southwest. The reservation and surrounding natural environment
symbolize both the cultural heritage and the alienation experienced by the protagonist. Momaday’s
detailed depiction of Kiowa customs and spirituality provides readers with an immersive
understanding of Native American life and worldview.

Major Themes in House Made of Dawn
Several interconnected themes permeate House Made of Dawn, providing depth and complexity to
the novel’s narrative. These themes address universal human experiences through the lens of Native
American culture, emphasizing the importance of tradition, identity, and spiritual reconciliation.

Identity and Displacement
One of the central themes is the struggle for identity amid cultural displacement. Abel’s journey
illustrates the difficulties faced by Native Americans returning from war and confronting the
pressures of assimilation and loss of heritage. The novel explores how displacement affects personal
and communal identity, emphasizing the need for reconnection with one’s roots.



Spirituality and Healing
House Made of Dawn is rich with spiritual symbolism that reflects the Kiowa worldview. The
protagonist’s quest involves rituals and ceremonies that facilitate healing and renewal. The novel
underscores the significance of spiritual practices in restoring balance between individuals and their
communities.

The Natural World and Connection to Land
The relationship between humans and nature is a recurring motif. The land is portrayed as a living
entity, integral to cultural identity and survival. Momaday uses vivid imagery to depict the natural
environment as a source of strength and continuity for the Kiowa people.

Violence and Trauma
The novel does not shy away from depicting the psychological and physical scars left by war and
oppression. Abel’s trauma is emblematic of broader historical injustices experienced by Native
Americans. The narrative addresses the impact of violence on individuals and communities and the
processes of confronting and overcoming such pain.

Literary Style and Symbolism
Momaday’s literary craftsmanship in House Made of Dawn is characterized by poetic language,
nonlinear narrative, and rich symbolism. These techniques contribute to the novel’s depth and
reinforce its cultural themes.

Poetic Language and Imagery
The prose in House Made of Dawn is often lyrical and evocative, drawing on natural imagery and
metaphor. This style echoes the oral traditions of Native American storytelling, creating a rhythm
that enhances the spiritual and emotional resonance of the narrative.

Nonlinear Narrative Structure
The novel’s structure disrupts chronological order, weaving together different time periods and
perspectives. This approach reflects indigenous storytelling methods, where past and present
coexist and interconnect. The fragmented narrative invites readers to piece together Abel’s story in
a way that mirrors his own process of self-discovery.

Symbolic Elements
Symbolism is pervasive throughout the novel, with recurring motifs such as the house made of dawn
itself, representing home, identity, and spiritual awakening. Other symbols include animals, natural



phenomena, and traditional artifacts, each carrying cultural and thematic significance.

The house made of dawn as a metaphor for rebirth and belonging

Animals symbolizing spiritual guides and cultural connections

Natural elements representing cycles of life and renewal

Impact and Legacy of House Made of Dawn
House Made of Dawn has had a profound impact on American literature and Native American
cultural representation. Its publication marked a turning point, bringing indigenous voices to the
forefront and influencing subsequent generations of writers.

Recognition and Awards
The novel received the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1969, affirming its literary significance. This
recognition helped to raise awareness of Native American issues and narratives within mainstream
literary circles. Momaday’s success paved the way for a broader acceptance of indigenous literature.

Influence on Native American Literature
House Made of Dawn is often credited with sparking the Native American Renaissance, a period of
increased literary production by Native authors. It inspired writers to explore their heritage and
cultural identity through literature, enriching American letters with diverse perspectives.

Continued Relevance
Decades after its publication, the novel remains relevant as it addresses enduring themes of cultural
survival, identity, and healing. It is widely studied in academic settings and continues to inform
discussions on indigenous representation and literary form.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the title 'House Made of Dawn' by
N. Scott Momaday?
The title 'House Made of Dawn' symbolizes the Native American connection to nature and the
spiritual world, reflecting themes of identity, heritage, and renewal in the novel.



Who is the main protagonist in N. Scott Momaday's 'House
Made of Dawn'?
The main protagonist is Abel, a young Native American man who struggles with his identity and
experiences the challenges of reintegration into his community after returning from World War II.

How does N. Scott Momaday's 'House Made of Dawn' explore
Native American culture?
'House Made of Dawn' incorporates Native American traditions, beliefs, and language, portraying
the cultural conflicts and the importance of heritage and spirituality in the characters' lives.

Why is 'House Made of Dawn' considered a landmark novel in
Native American literature?
It was one of the first novels by a Native American author to gain widespread recognition, winning
the Pulitzer Prize in 1969 and helping to bring Native American stories and voices into mainstream
literature.

What themes are prevalent in 'House Made of Dawn' by N.
Scott Momaday?
Key themes include identity, alienation, cultural loss, healing, and the search for spiritual and
personal redemption.

How does the setting influence the narrative in 'House Made
of Dawn'?
The novel's settings, ranging from the Kiowa reservation to urban Los Angeles, highlight the
contrast between traditional Native American life and modern American society, emphasizing Abel's
internal and external conflicts.

What role does nature play in 'House Made of Dawn'?
Nature is depicted as a sacred and healing force, deeply intertwined with Native American
spirituality and identity, serving as a backdrop for Abel's journey towards self-discovery.

Can you describe N. Scott Momaday's writing style in 'House
Made of Dawn'?
Momaday's writing style is poetic and lyrical, blending traditional storytelling with modern narrative
techniques, which creates a rich, evocative portrayal of Native American life.

How does 'House Made of Dawn' address the impact of war on



Native American veterans?
The novel explores the psychological and cultural challenges faced by Native American veterans like
Abel, including trauma, displacement, and the struggle to reconcile their experiences with their
cultural identity.

Additional Resources
1. The Way to Rainy Mountain by N. Scott Momaday
This book is a blend of Kiowa folklore, history, and personal memoir. Momaday explores his heritage
through stories passed down from his ancestors, providing a rich cultural context that complements
the themes in *House Made of Dawn*. The poetic prose and vivid imagery offer deep insights into
Native American identity and spirituality.

2. Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko
A seminal work in Native American literature, *Ceremony* follows a young Native American man
returning home from World War II as he struggles with post-traumatic stress and cultural
dislocation. Like *House Made of Dawn*, it explores themes of healing, tradition, and the connection
between people and the land. Silko’s narrative weaves traditional stories with contemporary issues.

3. Tracks by Louise Erdrich
This novel tells the story of Native American life in North Dakota during the early 20th century,
focusing on the tensions between traditional ways and modern influences. Erdrich’s complex
characters and interwoven narratives provide a powerful exploration of identity and cultural
survival, resonating with the themes found in Momaday’s work.

4. Black Elk Speaks by John G. Neihardt
A classic oral history, this book presents the life and visions of Black Elk, an Oglala Lakota holy man.
It offers profound spiritual insights and historical perspectives on Native American life during times
of great upheaval, which complement the philosophical and cultural explorations in *House Made of
Dawn*.

5. Love Medicine by Louise Erdrich
This interconnected series of stories delves into the lives of several Native American families on a
North Dakota reservation. The novel’s exploration of love, loss, and cultural continuity parallels the
emotional and spiritual journeys in Momaday’s novel, with a strong emphasis on community and
tradition.

6. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
This semi-autobiographical novel follows a Native American teenager who leaves his reservation to
attend an all-white high school. It addresses issues of identity, poverty, and resilience with humor
and poignancy, offering a contemporary perspective that complements the historical and cultural
themes in *House Made of Dawn*.

7. Winter in the Blood by James Welch
This novel centers on a young Native American man’s search for meaning and identity in the
American West. The narrative’s introspective tone and exploration of alienation and cultural heritage
echo the themes of displacement and self-discovery found in Momaday’s work.

8. Mean Spirit by Linda Hogan



Set in 1920s Oklahoma, this novel explores the impact of oil discovery on a Native American
community. Hogan’s powerful storytelling highlights the struggles for justice, cultural survival, and
environmental respect, themes that resonate with the spiritual and social concerns in *House Made
of Dawn*.

9. Indian Killer by Sherman Alexie
A dark, complex thriller that tackles issues of identity, racism, and violence within and outside
Native American communities. Alexie’s exploration of the fractured self and cultural conflict offers a
modern, gritty counterpoint to the more mythic and spiritual tone of Momaday’s novel.
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