native americans and the american
revolution

native americans and the american revolution played a complex and often overlooked role in
the conflict that reshaped the future of the United States. While the American Revolution is
primarily viewed as a struggle between the thirteen colonies and Great Britain, Native American
tribes were deeply involved, with their own interests and alliances influencing the outcome. This
article explores the diverse experiences, alliances, and consequences faced by Native Americans
during the war. It covers their strategic choices, the impact of the revolution on their lands and
societies, and the long-term effects on Native American communities. The discussion also highlights
key tribes and leaders who played significant roles. Understanding native americans and the
american revolution provides a richer perspective on this pivotal period in history.

e Native American Alliances During the American Revolution
e Impact of the American Revolution on Native American Lands and Societies
e Key Native American Tribes and Leaders in the Revolution

e Long-term Consequences for Native Americans After the Revolution

Native American Alliances During the American
Revolution

Native American tribes were not a monolithic group during the American Revolution; instead, they
made strategic decisions to side with either the British or the American colonists based on their own
interests. Many tribes sought to protect their homelands and maintain political autonomy amid the
growing conflict between the British Empire and the rebellious colonies.

Tribes Supporting the British

Several Native American nations allied with the British, viewing them as a lesser threat to their
lands compared to the American colonists. The British promised to limit colonial expansion
westward, which was a key concern for many tribes.

e The Iroquois Confederacy, particularly the Mohawk under Joseph Brant, predominantly
supported the British.

e The Cherokee, though divided internally, largely aligned with the British to resist colonial
encroachment.

e The Shawnee and Delaware tribes also sided with the British to defend their territories in the



Ohio Valley.

Tribes Supporting the American Colonists

Some Native American groups chose to support the American revolutionaries, hoping that a colonial
victory might lead to better relations or greater autonomy.

e The Oneida and Tuscarora nations, members of the Iroquois Confederacy, were notable
supporters of the American cause.

e These tribes provided valuable assistance in the form of scouts, warriors, and intelligence to
the colonial forces.

Neutral or Divided Tribes

Many tribes attempted to remain neutral, wary of fully committing to either side due to the
uncertain outcome and potential repercussions.

Internal divisions within tribes sometimes led to violent conflicts between factions supporting
opposing sides, further complicating tribal unity during the revolution.

Impact of the American Revolution on Native American
Lands and Societies

The American Revolution significantly altered Native American territories and social structures. The
war intensified colonial expansion and disrupted traditional ways of life for many tribes.

Loss of Land and Territory

Despite British assurances, Native American lands were increasingly encroached upon during and
after the revolution.

e American victory accelerated the westward movement of settlers onto Native lands.

e Many tribes lost significant portions of their traditional territories through treaties imposed
after the war.

e The Treaty of Paris (1783) ignored Native American land rights, ceding vast areas to the
United States without tribal consent.



Displacement and Societal Disruption

The conflict and subsequent expansion led to displacement, loss of resources, and breakdown of
traditional governance in many Native communities.

Tribal societies faced internal divisions due to differing allegiances during the war, weakening their
collective power.

Key Native American Tribes and Leaders in the
Revolution

Several Native American tribes and leaders played pivotal roles in shaping the course and
consequences of the American Revolution. Their contributions and decisions had lasting historical
significance.

Joseph Brant and the Mohawk

Joseph Brant was a prominent Mohawk leader who allied with the British and led Native warriors in
numerous campaigns against American forces. He was instrumental in rallying Iroquois support for
the British cause and sought to protect tribal lands from colonial settlers.

The Oneida Nation

The Oneida stood out as one of the few Iroquois nations to support the American revolutionaries.
Their alliance was crucial in battles such as Oriskany and provided valuable assistance to colonial
troops.

The Cherokee Nation

The Cherokee were divided during the revolution, with some factions supporting the British and
others remaining neutral. Cherokee warriors conducted raids against colonial settlements, which led
to harsh retaliatory campaigns by American forces.

Long-term Consequences for Native Americans After
the Revolution

The aftermath of the American Revolution brought profound and often detrimental changes to
Native American communities. The new United States government pursued policies that further
marginalized Native peoples.



Expansion of American Settlements

Following independence, the United States aggressively expanded westward, leading to continual
loss of Native lands through treaties, purchases, and forced removals.

Legal and Political Marginalization

Native Americans were largely excluded from the political process and legal protections in the new
nation, which undermined their sovereignty.

Continued Conflicts and Resistance
Many tribes resisted American expansion through warfare and negotiations, leading to ongoing

conflicts such as the Northwest Indian War in the 1790s.

e Native American resistance slowed but did not halt settler encroachment on tribal lands.

e These conflicts set the stage for future struggles over land and rights in the 19th century.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did Native Americans play in the American
Revolution?

Native Americans played a significant role in the American Revolution, with many tribes aligning
with either the British or the American colonists based on their own interests and strategic
considerations.

Which Native American tribes supported the British during
the American Revolution?

Tribes such as the Iroquois Confederacy (notably the Mohawk led by Joseph Brant), the Shawnee,
and the Cherokee largely supported the British, hoping to protect their lands from colonial
expansion.

Did any Native American tribes support the American
colonists during the Revolution?

Yes, some Native American groups, including parts of the Oneida and Tuscarora nations, sided with
the American colonists, motivated by alliances, trade relationships, or opposition to rival tribes allied
with the British.



How did the American Revolution impact Native American
lands and sovereignty?

The Revolution ultimately led to significant loss of Native American lands and erosion of sovereignty,
as the new United States government expanded westward, often disregarding prior treaties and
Native rights.

Who was Joseph Brant and what was his significance in the
American Revolution?

Joseph Brant was a Mohawk leader and Loyalist who played a crucial role by leading Native
American warriors alongside British forces during the American Revolution, influencing Native
alliances and frontier warfare.

What were the consequences of Native American involvement
in the American Revolution?

Native American involvement often resulted in devastating consequences, including displacement,
loss of territory, and internal divisions within tribes, as post-war treaties favored American
expansion.

How did the American Revolution affect the Iroquois
Confederacy?

The Iroquois Confederacy was split during the Revolution, with some nations supporting the British
and others the Americans, leading to internal conflict and ultimately weakening their political power
and territorial control after the war.

Additional Resources

1. “The American Revolution and the Indian Nations” by Colin G. Calloway

This book explores the complex relationships between Native American tribes and the warring
colonial powers during the American Revolution. Calloway examines how Native nations navigated
alliances, fought battles, and sought to protect their lands amid the upheaval. It provides a nuanced
perspective on the often overlooked Native American experience during this pivotal period in
American history.

2. “Native Americans in the American Revolution” by Gregory E. Dowd

Dowd’s work sheds light on the diverse roles Native Americans played in the American Revolution,
from warriors to diplomats. It highlights the strategic decisions made by different tribes and the
impact the war had on their societies. The book underscores the complexity of Native alliances and
the consequences of the conflict on indigenous peoples.

3. “The Dividing Paths: Cherokees and South Carolinians through the Era of Revolution” by William
L. Anderson

This detailed study focuses on the Cherokee Nation and its interactions with South Carolinian
settlers during the Revolutionary era. Anderson discusses how the Cherokee faced internal divisions



and external pressures as they navigated the conflict. The book offers insight into the broader
Native American struggle during the revolution in the southern colonies.

4. “The Other Revolution: African Americans, Native Americans, and the Struggle for Equality in the
Colonial Era” by Gary B. Nash

Nash’s book places Native American and African American experiences side by side, highlighting
their roles and challenges during the colonial and revolutionary periods. It addresses themes of
resistance, alliance, and the quest for rights amid the upheaval of revolution. This work broadens the
traditional narrative of the American Revolution by including marginalized voices.

5. “Unlikely Allies: Native Americans and the American Revolution” by James H. O’Donnell
O’Donnell explores the alliances forged between Native American tribes and the American
revolutionaries or British forces. The book delves into the motivations behind Native American
choices and the consequences of their involvement. It presents a balanced view of Native diplomacy
and warfare during the revolution.

6. “The Iroquois in the American Revolution” by Barbara Graymont

Graymont provides an in-depth examination of the Iroquois Confederacy’s role during the American
Revolution. The book discusses the internal conflicts within the Confederacy as tribes chose
different sides. It highlights the devastating impact the war had on the Iroquois people and their
subsequent history.

7. “Indians and Revolution: The Native American Experience in the American War for Independence”
by Michael N. McConnell

This book offers a comprehensive overview of Native American involvement in the War for
Independence. McConnell analyzes tribal strategies, battles, and the shifting alliances that
characterized the conflict. The narrative emphasizes the long-term effects of the revolution on
Native sovereignty and land rights.

8. “Redcoats and Tomahawks: Native American Warriors and the American Revolution” by Stephen
Brumwell

Brumwell focuses on the martial aspect of Native American participation in the revolution,
portraying warrior culture and battlefield tactics. The book recounts key battles and Native leaders
who influenced the course of the war. It provides a vivid portrayal of Native American military
engagement during the late 18th century.

9. “The Forgotten Allies: Native Americans and the Quest for Freedom in Revolutionary America” by
Linda Reese

Reese’s work highlights the efforts of Native American tribes to assert their freedom and protect
their homelands during the revolutionary turmoil. The book discusses the promises made and broken
by colonial powers and the resilience of Native communities. It brings attention to the often
neglected narratives of Native peoples in the fight for American independence.
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