
number the stars study guide

number the stars study guide offers an in-depth exploration of Lois Lowry’s acclaimed historical novel,
aimed at enhancing comprehension and engagement for students and educators alike. This guide provides
detailed summaries, character analyses, and thematic discussions to support a thorough understanding of the
book’s context and narrative structure. It highlights the key elements of the story, including its setting
during World War II, the courageous actions of the characters, and the moral lessons embedded within.
The study guide also includes discussion questions and activities designed to encourage critical thinking and
class participation. By focusing on historical accuracy and literary devices, this resource aids in connecting
the novel’s fictional events with real-world history. The following sections will cover plot overview,
character breakdowns, themes and motifs, historical background, and suggested classroom activities.
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Plot Summary
The number the stars study guide begins with a comprehensive overview of the novel’s plot, which
centers on the experiences of Annemarie Johansen, a young Danish girl living during the Nazi occupation
of Denmark in World War II. The story follows Annemarie and her family as they risk their lives to help
their Jewish friends escape persecution. The narrative captures the tension, fear, and bravery that defined
this period, providing a poignant look at friendship and resistance.

Key events include the introduction of Ellen Rosen, Annemarie’s best friend, the increasing dangers as the
Nazis tighten their grip, and the daring mission to smuggle Ellen’s family to safety. The plot’s progression
is both suspenseful and educational, making it an effective tool for teaching about courage and resilience.

Major Plot Points

Annemarie’s initial innocence and daily life before the occupation intensifies



The increasing restrictions imposed by the Nazis on Danish citizens

The Johansen family’s decision to hide Ellen and protect her identity

The risky journey to the coast to escape to Sweden

The demonstration of bravery and sacrifice by ordinary people

Main Characters
This section of the number the stars study guide focuses on detailed profiles of the principal characters,
exploring their motivations, relationships, and development throughout the novel. Understanding these
characters is essential for grasping the story’s emotional impact and thematic depth.

Annemarie Johansen
Annemarie is the protagonist and narrator of the story. At the outset, she is a typical ten-year-old girl, but
as events unfold, she demonstrates remarkable courage and maturity. Her loyalty to her family and friends
drives much of the plot, illustrating themes of bravery and moral integrity.

Ellen Rosen
Ellen is Annemarie’s Jewish best friend, whose safety becomes the central concern of the Johansen family.
Through Ellen’s character, the novel personalizes the plight of Jewish people under Nazi rule,
highlighting the human cost of discrimination and persecution.

Supporting Characters

Mrs. Johansen: Annemarie’s mother, who is resourceful and protective.

Mr. Johansen: Annemarie’s father, involved in the Danish Resistance.

Uncle Henrik: A fisherman who aids in smuggling Jews to safety.

Kristi: Annemarie’s younger sister, representing innocence amid turmoil.



Themes and Motifs
The number the stars study guide explores the novel’s central themes and motifs, which provide depth
and resonance to the story’s historical setting. These themes contribute to the book’s enduring relevance
and educational value.

Courage and Resistance
The novel emphasizes the bravery displayed by ordinary people who resist tyranny and injustice. This
theme is embodied by the Johansen family and others who risk their lives to save friends and neighbors,
showcasing the power of collective resistance.

Friendship and Loyalty
At its heart, the story is about the bonds between friends and family. Annemarie’s unwavering loyalty to
Ellen demonstrates the importance of standing by loved ones, even in the face of danger.

The Impact of War and Oppression
The narrative conveys the harsh realities of living under occupation, including fear, loss, and the disruption
of daily life. These motifs help readers understand the broader consequences of war on civilians.

Symbolism

The Star of David necklace: Represents Jewish identity and the dangers faced.

Numbering and secrecy: Symbolize the covert efforts to protect lives.

The sea and fishing boats: Metaphors for escape and hope.

Historical Context
The number the stars study guide places the novel within its real-world historical framework, offering
background on the Nazi occupation of Denmark and the Holocaust. This context is crucial for understanding
the stakes and motivations of the characters.



World War II and the Nazi Occupation
Denmark was invaded by Nazi Germany in 1940, leading to a five-year occupation. The Danish
government initially cooperated with the Nazis, but resistance grew over time. The novel accurately
depicts the atmosphere of fear and control during this period.

The Danish Resistance Movement
The Danish Resistance was a significant force against Nazi oppression, known for its efforts to sabotage
German operations and protect Jewish citizens. The Johansen family’s involvement in these efforts reflects
the real-life courage of many Danes.

The Rescue of Danish Jews
One of the most remarkable events during the occupation was the rescue of nearly all Danish Jews, who
were smuggled to safety in Sweden. This historical fact is central to the novel’s plot and provides an
inspiring example of humanitarian action.

Study Questions and Activities
The number the stars study guide concludes with a variety of questions and activities designed to deepen
comprehension and encourage analysis. These tools support educators in facilitating meaningful discussions
and engaging assignments.

Discussion Questions

How does Annemarie’s character change throughout the novel? What events influence her growth?1.

What role does fear play in the decisions made by the characters?2.

How does the novel portray the concepts of bravery and sacrifice?3.

In what ways does the historical context enhance the story’s impact?4.

What is the significance of the title “Number the Stars”?5.



Classroom Activities

Create a timeline of events from the novel alongside historical events from World War II.

Write a diary entry from the perspective of one of the characters during a key moment.

Research the real story of the Danish rescue and present findings to the class.

Analyze the symbolism of key objects and scenes in the book.

Engage in a debate on the ethical choices faced by characters in times of war.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Number the Stars'?
The main theme of 'Number the Stars' is the courage and resilience of ordinary people during World War
II, particularly focusing on the Danish Resistance and the rescue of Jewish families.

Who is the protagonist in 'Number the Stars' and what is her role?
The protagonist is Annemarie Johansen, a young Danish girl who bravely helps her Jewish friend Ellen
Rosen escape the Nazis by participating in the Danish Resistance efforts.

How does 'Number the Stars' portray the historical context of World War
II?
The book provides a child-friendly portrayal of the German occupation of Denmark, highlighting the
impact of war on civilians and the efforts to protect Jewish citizens from persecution.

What significance does the Star of David necklace hold in the story?
The Star of David necklace symbolizes Ellen Rosen's Jewish identity and the danger she faces; Annemarie
protects it by pretending it is her own, showing solidarity and bravery.

How does Annemarie's character develop throughout the novel?
Annemarie evolves from a naive child into a courageous and resourceful individual who understands the
gravity of the situation and takes active steps to help her friend and others.



What role does family play in 'Number the Stars'?
Family is central to the story, emphasizing love, support, and sacrifice. The Johansen family exemplifies
loyalty and bravery in protecting their friends and resisting oppression.

How does Lois Lowry use symbolism in 'Number the Stars'?
Lowry uses symbols like the Star of David necklace and the handkerchief with a special chemical to
represent identity, protection, and resistance against the Nazis.

What are the key historical events referenced in 'Number the Stars'?
The story references the Nazi occupation of Denmark, the efforts of the Danish Resistance, and the covert
rescue of Danish Jews by transporting them to Sweden.

How can 'Number the Stars' be used in an educational setting?
The novel can be used to teach students about World War II, the Holocaust, moral courage, and the
importance of standing up against injustice through engaging storytelling.

What lessons does 'Number the Stars' teach about bravery and friendship?
The book teaches that bravery comes in many forms, including quiet acts of kindness and standing up for
others, and it highlights the power of friendship in overcoming fear and adversity.

Additional Resources
1. The Diary of Anne Frank
This poignant diary chronicles the life of Anne Frank, a Jewish girl hiding from the Nazis during World
War II. It provides a personal and emotional perspective on the struggles faced by those persecuted during
the Holocaust. The diary is a powerful testament to hope and resilience in the face of unimaginable fear.

2. Number the Stars Study Guide by Novel Units
This comprehensive study guide offers chapter summaries, vocabulary, and discussion questions for Lois
Lowry’s "Number the Stars." It is designed to help students understand the historical context and themes of
courage and friendship. The guide also includes activities that deepen comprehension and critical thinking.

3. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Set in Nazi Germany, this novel tells the story of Liesel, a young girl who finds solace in stealing books and
sharing them with others. Narrated by Death, it explores themes of mortality, the power of words, and the
impact of war. It offers a unique perspective on the lives of ordinary people during a dark historical period.



4. Hana’s Suitcase by Karen Levine
This true story follows a museum curator who uncovers the history behind a suitcase that belonged to Hana
Brady, a young Holocaust victim. The book combines historical research with personal stories to educate
readers about the Holocaust. It is a moving tribute to one girl’s life and the importance of remembrance.

5. Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay
This novel intertwines the story of a young Jewish girl in 1942 Paris with a modern-day journalist
uncovering her family’s past. It sheds light on the Vel’ d’Hiv Roundup, an often overlooked event in
Holocaust history. The book explores themes of memory, guilt, and the lasting effects of history.

6. Anne Frank: The Biography by Melissa Müller
This detailed biography offers an in-depth look at Anne Frank's life beyond her famous diary. It includes
historical context and insights into her family and the political climate of the time. The book provides a
fuller understanding of the challenges Anne and her family faced during their hiding.

7. Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica Hesse
Set in Nazi-occupied Amsterdam, this historical novel follows a young woman involved in the Dutch
resistance. When she is asked to find a missing Jewish girl, she uncovers dangerous secrets and confronts
moral dilemmas. The story highlights bravery and the complexities of life during wartime.

8. The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
This novel tells the story of an unlikely friendship between the son of a Nazi officer and a Jewish boy
imprisoned in a concentration camp. Through the innocent eyes of a child, it portrays the horrors of the
Holocaust and the devastating impact of prejudice. The book encourages reflection on humanity and
innocence.

9. Resistance by Jennifer A. Nielsen
This historical fiction novel follows a young Jewish girl who becomes part of the resistance movement in
Nazi-occupied Poland. It explores themes of bravery, sacrifice, and the fight for freedom. The book provides
a gripping and inspiring look at the courage of those who stood against oppression.
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