omega psi phi history

omega psi phi history traces the origins and development of one of the most
prominent historically African American fraternities in the United States.
Established during the early 20th century, Omega Psi Phi has played a crucial
role in fostering brotherhood, academic excellence, and community service
among African American men. This article delves into the fraternity's
founding principles, key historical milestones, and its lasting impact on
higher education and African American culture. Exploring the fraternity’s
rich heritage highlights the contributions of its founders and notable
members. Additionally, the article covers Omega Psi Phi’s organizational
structure and philanthropic efforts, providing a comprehensive understanding
of its historical significance. The following sections will guide readers
through the fraternity’s inception, evolution, and ongoing legacy.
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Founding of Omega Psi Phi

Omega Psi Phi was founded on November 17, 1911, at Howard University in
Washington, D.C., marking a pivotal moment in African American collegiate
history. The fraternity was the first to be established at a historically
black university based on the cardinal principles of manhood, scholarship,
perseverance, and uplift. These principles were designed to empower African
American men during an era of segregation and limited opportunities. The
fraternity’s creation was inspired by a desire to promote academic
achievement, social responsibility, and leadership development among its
members.

The Context of Early 20th Century America

During the early 1900s, African Americans faced widespread racial
discrimination and social exclusion. Howard University served as a beacon for
higher education for black students, and the establishment of Omega Psi Phi
addressed the need for a supportive brotherhood to foster unity and progress.
The fraternity’s founding was a response to the challenges of the time,



emphasizing education and community service as tools for advancement.

Founding Date and Location

The exact date of November 17, 1911, commemorates the fraternity’s official
chartering at Howard University. This institution became the cradle of the
fraternity’s ideals and traditions, which have since been carried forward by
thousands of members across the nation.

Founders and Early Leadership

Omega Psi Phi was established by three Howard University students and one
faculty member, each of whom played a critical role in shaping the
fraternity’s vision. These founders are revered for their dedication to
creating an organization that would uplift African American men through
education and service.

The Four Founders

e Dr. Ernest Everett Just: A distinguished biologist and faculty member at
Howard University, Dr. Just provided the intellectual foundation and
mentorship for the fraternity.

e Professor Oscar James Cooper: One of the undergraduate founders, Cooper
contributed to the fraternity’s organizational structure and early
growth.

e Judge Frank Coleman: Coleman was instrumental in establishing the
fraternity’s principles and guiding its initial activities.

e Dr. Edgar Amos Love: Love played a key role in formalizing the
fraternity’s rituals and its emphasis on leadership.

Early Leadership and Expansion

Following its founding, Omega Psi Phi quickly expanded to other campuses,
with initial chapters established at various historically black colleges and
universities. The fraternity’s leadership focused on maintaining strong
adherence to its founding principles while promoting academic excellence and
community engagement.



Key Historical Milestones

The history of Omega Psi Phi is marked by significant events that have shaped
its identity and influence. From its early expansion to its involvement in
civil rights and social justice, the fraternity has continuously adapted to
meet the needs of its members and the broader African American community.

Expansion and Growth

After its inception at Howard University, Omega Psi Phi established chapters
at other institutions across the United States. This expansion facilitated
the fraternity’s role as a national organization advocating for educational
and social progress among African American men.

Involvement in the Civil Rights Movement

Members of Omega Psi Phi played active roles in the civil rights era,
contributing to efforts aimed at dismantling segregation and promoting
equality. The fraternity’s emphasis on leadership and activism aligned with
the broader struggle for social justice during the mid-20th century.

Notable Members and Their Contributions

Over the decades, Omega Psi Phi has counted among its members numerous
influential figures in politics, sports, education, and the arts. These
individuals have furthered the fraternity’s legacy by exemplifying its core
values and serving as role models within their communities.

Organizational Structure and Symbols

The fraternity’s organizational framework and symbolism are integral to its
identity and cohesion. The structure facilitates effective governance, while
the symbols convey the fraternity’s values and history.

National and Local Chapters

Omega Psi Phi operates through a network of chapters at college campuses and
in communities nationwide. Each chapter functions under the guidance of a
national governing body that ensures consistency in upholding fraternity
standards and programs.



Fraternity Colors, Emblem, and Motto

The fraternity’s colors, purple and gold, symbolize royalty and high
achievement. The Omega shield and the fraternity’s motto, “Friendship is
Essential to the Soul,” reflect the bonds of brotherhood and commitment to
service.

Rituals and Traditions

Omega Psi Phi maintains a set of rituals and ceremonies that reinforce member
unity and dedication to the fraternity’'s principles. These traditions honor
the founders and sustain the fraternity’s historical continuity.

Philanthropy and Community Impact

Philanthropy and community service are central to Omega Psi Phi’s mission.
The fraternity actively engages in programs that support education, youth
development, and social welfare.

Educational Initiatives

Omega Psi Phi sponsors scholarships and mentoring programs to assist students
in achieving academic success. These initiatives exemplify the fraternity’s
commitment to scholarship and lifelong learning.

Community Service Programs

The fraternity organizes various outreach efforts, including health awareness
campaigns, voter registration drives, and youth leadership development
workshops. These programs aim to uplift underserved communities and promote
civic engagement.

Signature Philanthropic Efforts

* Voter Registration Drives: Encouraging political participation within
African American communities.

e Mentorship Programs: Providing guidance and support to young men
pursuing higher education.

e Health Awareness Campaigns: Addressing issues such as hypertension,
diabetes, and mental health.

e Scholarship Funds: Offering financial assistance to deserving students.



Frequently Asked Questions

When and where was Omega Psi Phi founded?

Omega Psi Phi was founded on November 17, 1911, at Howard University in
Washington, D.C.

Who were the founders of Omega Psi Phi?

Omega Psi Phi was founded by three Howard University students: Edgar Amos
Love, Oscar James Cooper, and Frank Coleman, along with their faculty
advisor, Dr. Ernest Everett Just.

What is the significance of Omega Psi Phi in African
American history?

Omega Psi Phi is significant for being the first international fraternal
organization founded on the campus of a historically black college, promoting
academic excellence, community service, and the upliftment of African
American communities.

What are the cardinal principles of Omega Psi Phi?

The cardinal principles of Omega Psi Phi are Manhood, Scholarship,
Perseverance, and Uplift.

How has Omega Psi Phi contributed to social and
civil rights movements?

Omega Psi Phi has played an active role in social and civil rights movements
by promoting equality, supporting voter registration drives, advocating for
education and economic empowerment, and producing notable members who have
been influential leaders and activists.

Additional Resources

1. Omega Psi Phi: A Centennial History

This comprehensive book chronicles the first 100 years of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc., detailing its founding at Howard University in 1911. It
explores the fraternity’'s impact on African American culture, leadership, and
community service. The book includes biographical sketches of prominent
members and highlights major milestones throughout the century.

2. The Divine Nine: The History of African American Fraternities and



Sororities

While covering all nine historically Black Greek-letter organizations, this
book provides an in-depth look at Omega Psi Phi’s origins, traditions, and
contributions. It situates Omega Psi Phi within the broader context of Black
Greek life, emphasizing its role in social justice and education. Readers
gain insight into the fraternity’s unique symbols, mottos, and programs.

3. Omega Psi Phi: Brotherhood and Legacy

This work focuses on the strong bonds of brotherhood that define Omega Psi
Phi. It offers personal stories from members across various generations,
demonstrating how the fraternity has influenced their lives and careers. The
book also discusses the organization’s dedication to scholarship, leadership,
and community uplift.

4. The Founders of Omega Psi Phi: Visionaries of a Legacy

A detailed exploration of the four founders—the “Four Pearls”—this book
examines their vision, challenges, and achievements in establishing Omega Psi
Phi. It provides historical context about early 20th-century America and the
significance of creating a fraternity that emphasized scholarship, manhood,
perseverance, and uplift. Archival materials and letters are included to
enrich the narrative.

5. Omega Psi Phi and the Civil Rights Movement

This title investigates the fraternity’s involvement in the struggle for
civil rights in the United States. Highlighting key members who were
activists and leaders, the book shows how Omega Psi Phi served as a platform
for social change and community empowerment. It also discusses fraternity-led
initiatives that supported voting rights, education, and economic
development.

6. Symbols and Rituals of Omega Psi Phi

A deep dive into the rich symbolism and ceremonial traditions of Omega Psi
Phi, this book decodes the fraternity’'s colors, motto, emblem, and
ritualistic practices. It explains how these elements reinforce the
fraternity’s values and identity. The book is a valuable resource for members
and historians interested in the cultural significance of fraternal symbols.

7. Omega Psi Phi: Education and Scholarship in Service

This publication highlights the fraternity’s commitment to academic
excellence and community service. It profiles scholarship programs,
mentorship initiatives, and educational outreach sponsored by Omega Psi Phi
chapters nationwide. The book underscores the impact of these efforts on
youth development and higher education access.

8. Legends of Omega Psi Phi: Stories of Distinguished Members

Featuring biographical accounts of notable Omegas, this book celebrates the
achievements of fraternity members in various fields such as politics,
sports, arts, and sciences. It illustrates how the fraternity’s principles
have shaped leaders who have made significant contributions to society. The
collection serves as inspiration for current and future members.



9. Omega Psi Phi: A Cultural and Historical Perspective

This scholarly work situates Omega Psi Phi within the broader framework of
African American history and culture. It examines the fraternity’s influence
on identity formation, social networks, and cultural expression. The book
also assesses how Omega Psi Phi has adapted to changing social dynamics while
maintaining its core mission.
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