open the eyes of my heart lyrics and
chords

open the eyes of my heart lyrics and chords are essential components for musicians
and worship leaders aiming to perform this popular contemporary Christian song. This
article provides a detailed exploration of the song’s lyrics and chords, enabling a deeper
understanding and easier performance. The song "Open the Eyes of My Heart" is widely
used in worship settings for its heartfelt plea for spiritual insight and connection.
Understanding the lyrics enriches the emotional delivery, while mastering the chords
facilitates smooth playing. This guide also includes variations and tips to accommodate
different skill levels. Following the introduction, a clear table of contents outlines the main
sections for easy navigation.
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Overview of "Open the Eyes of My Heart"

"Open the Eyes of My Heart" is a contemporary Christian worship song written by Paul
Baloche. It has gained significant popularity in churches worldwide due to its simple yet
profound lyrics and melody. The song expresses a desire for spiritual clarity and a deeper
connection with God, making it a staple for worship sessions. Understanding the song's
message helps performers convey the intended emotion effectively. The combination of
meaningful lyrics and accessible chords makes it suitable for both beginners and
experienced musicians.

Song Background and Significance

Originally released in the late 1990s, "Open the Eyes of My Heart" quickly became a
favorite in worship circles. Its repetitive and engaging chorus fosters congregational
participation. The song’s focus on spiritual vision aligns with many Christian themes,
emphasizing openness to divine guidance. This background provides context for the lyrics
and chords presented in this article.



Musical Style and Structure

The song features a straightforward melodic line accompanied by basic chord
progressions, making it easy to learn and perform. Its structure typically includes verses, a
chorus, and a bridge that repeats key phrases to enhance worship engagement. The
moderate tempo and simple rhythm patterns contribute to its accessibility for a wide
range of musicians.

Complete Lyrics of "Open the Eyes of My Heart"

Having a full and accurate set of lyrics is vital for any performance. Below are the
complete lyrics to "Open the Eyes of My Heart," capturing the song’s spiritual plea and
repetitive, meditative style.

e Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
e Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see You

To see You high and lifted up

Shining in the light of Your glory

Pour out Your power and love

As we sing holy, holy, holy

Holy, holy, holy

Holy, holy, holy

I want to see You

These lyrics emphasize a heartfelt request for spiritual sight and closeness to God, making
them ideal for worship and personal reflection. The repetition reinforces the message and
facilitates congregational singing.

Basic Chords for "Open the Eyes of My Heart"

Mastering the chords is essential to accompany the lyrics effectively. The song uses a set
of basic chords that are common in many worship songs, making it accessible for
guitarists and pianists alike. The following chords are standard for the key of E major,
which is a common key for this song.



e E Major (E)
e B Major (B)
e C# minor (C#m)

e A Major (A)

These chords form the foundation for the song’s harmonic progression and are easy to
learn for beginners. Playing these chords smoothly is the first step toward a successful
rendition of "Open the Eyes of My Heart."

Chord Diagrams and Finger Placement

Understanding the finger placement for each chord ensures clean transitions and better
sound quality. For example, the E major chord involves placing the index finger on the
first fret of the third string, middle finger on the second fret of the fifth string, and ring
finger on the second fret of the fourth string. Proper technique minimizes buzzing and
enhances overall performance.

Alternative Chord Versions

Some musicians may prefer using capo or different chord voicings to suit vocal ranges or
instrument tuning. For instance, placing a capo on the second fret allows playing in D
major shapes while sounding in E major. This flexibility is helpful for adapting the song to
various performance contexts.

Chord Progressions and Strumming Patterns

Understanding the chord progressions and strumming patterns is crucial for delivering a
smooth and engaging performance. "Open the Eyes of My Heart" typically follows a
repetitive progression that supports the meditative quality of the lyrics.

Common Chord Progression

The most common chord progression for the song is:
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This progression repeats throughout the verses and chorus, providing a consistent
harmonic foundation. It creates a flowing and uplifting sound suitable for worship settings.

Strumming Patterns

Several strumming patterns work well with this song, depending on tempo and style. A
basic pattern involves a down-down-up-up-down-up rhythm, which maintains the song’s
gentle yet energetic feel. Here is a simple example:

e Downstroke on beat 1

e Downstroke on beat 2

e Upstroke on the “and” after beat 2
e Upstroke on beat 3

e Downstroke on beat 4

e Upstroke on the “and” after beat 4

Experimenting with variations can help match the mood and intensity of different
performances.

Tips for Playing and Singing

Performing "Open the Eyes of My Heart" effectively requires coordination between playing
and singing. Below are practical tips to enhance both aspects.

Vocal Delivery

Focus on clear enunciation and emotional expression to convey the song’s spiritual
message. The repetitive nature of the lyrics allows for building intensity gradually.
Breathing control is important to maintain smooth phrasing throughout the song.

Instrumental Techniques

Maintain consistent timing and smooth chord transitions to support the vocal line. Use
gentle dynamics to reflect the song’s meditative quality. For guitarists, muting unused
strings and clean finger placement improve sound clarity.



Practice Strategies

Practice the chord changes slowly at first, gradually increasing speed to match the song’s
tempo. Singing along while playing helps develop coordination. Recording practice
sessions can aid in identifying areas for improvement.

Start with mastering the basic chord shapes

Learn the chord progression thoroughly

Practice strumming patterns separately

Combine playing and singing in slow tempo

e Gradually increase tempo to performance speed

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the chords for 'Open the Eyes of My Heart'?
The basic chords for 'Open the Eyes of My Heart' are E, B, A, and F#m.

Where can I find the lyrics for 'Open the Eyes of My
Heart'?

The lyrics for 'Open the Eyes of My Heart' are widely available on Christian music
websites, worship resources, and song lyric platforms like CCLI, Ultimate Guitar, and
YouTube.

How do I play 'Open the Eyes of My Heart' on guitar?

To play 'Open the Eyes of My Heart' on guitar, use the chords E, B, A, and F#m in a
repeating progression, strumming gently to match the worship style.

Are there different versions of 'Open the Eyes of My
Heart' chords?

Yes, there are variations of chords depending on the key and arrangement, but the most
common key is E major with chords E, B, A, and F#m.

Can I transpose 'Open the Eyes of My Heart' chords for



easier play?

Yes, you can transpose the song to a key like G major or C major to simplify the chords,
making it easier to play on guitar or piano.

What is the chord progression for the chorus of 'Open
the Eyes of My Heart'?

The chorus typically follows the progression: E - B - A - E, repeated throughout the section.

Is there a capo position recommended for playing 'Open
the Eyes of My Heart'?

Using a capo on the 2nd fret and playing the chords D, A, G, and Em can simplify the
fingerings while maintaining the original key.

Where can I find tutorials for singing and playing 'Open
the Eyes of My Heart'?

Tutorials are available on YouTube and worship tutorial websites, offering step-by-step
instructions for both chords and vocals.

Additional Resources

1. Opening the Eyes of Your Heart: A Devotional Journey Through Worship

This book explores the spiritual significance behind the lyrics of "Open the Eyes of My
Heart," offering daily devotionals that deepen your worship experience. Each chapter
reflects on themes of vision, faith, and intimacy with God, encouraging readers to cultivate
a heart fully open to divine presence. It also includes practical prayer guides to enhance
personal and communal worship times.

2. Worship Chords Made Simple: Playing "Open the Eyes of My Heart" and Beyond
Designed for beginner and intermediate guitarists, this book breaks down the chords and
strumming patterns for "Open the Eyes of My Heart" along with other popular worship
songs. It provides clear chord diagrams, tips for smooth transitions, and suggestions for
accompanying congregational singing. Perfect for worship leaders and musicians seeking
to improve their playing skills.

3. The Theology of Worship: Understanding the Heart Behind the Songs

This insightful text dives into the theological foundations of worship songs like "Open the
Eyes of My Heart," analyzing their lyrics within biblical context. It helps readers grasp the
deeper meanings and biblical truths conveyed through worship music. The book is ideal
for pastors, worship leaders, and anyone interested in enriching their spiritual
understanding.

4. Sing to the Lord: A Comprehensive Guide to Worship Lyrics and Their Meanings
Focusing on popular worship songs, including "Open the Eyes of My Heart," this guide



deciphers the lyrics to reveal their spiritual messages and scriptural roots. It encourages
worshippers to engage more meaningfully with the songs they sing. The book also offers
suggestions on how to apply the songs’ messages in everyday life.

5. Chord Charts and Lyrics for Modern Worship: Including "Open the Eyes of My Heart"
This compilation provides accurate chord charts and complete lyrics for a wide selection
of contemporary worship songs. The section on "Open the Eyes of My Heart" includes
variations for different skill levels and performance settings. A great resource for worship
bands looking to expand their repertoire.

6. Heartfelt Worship: Cultivating an Open Spirit Through Song

This book emphasizes the emotional and spiritual journey inspired by worship songs like
"Open the Eyes of My Heart." It offers personal stories, reflective questions, and practical
exercises to help readers open their hearts to God’s presence. It’s a compelling read for
anyone seeking to deepen their worship experience beyond singing.

7. Music and Ministry: Leading Worship with Passion and Purpose

A guide for worship leaders that combines musical instruction with spiritual leadership
principles, featuring "Open the Eyes of My Heart" as a case study. It covers how to lead
congregations effectively, select appropriate songs, and foster a worshipful atmosphere.
The book also includes tips on arranging music and working with a worship team.

8. The Worship Leader’s Handbook: Lyrics, Chords, and Devotional Insights

This handbook serves as a practical tool for worship leaders, offering lyrics, chords, and
theological insights into songs like "Open the Eyes of My Heart." It helps leaders prepare
worship services that are musically sound and spiritually enriching. Additional sections
include planning tips and advice on engaging the congregation.

9. Unlocking Spiritual Vision: Reflections Inspired by "Open the Eyes of My Heart"
Centered on the theme of spiritual sight, this reflective book uses the song "Open the Eyes
of My Heart" as a springboard for meditation and prayer. It encourages readers to seek a
deeper connection with God and gain clarity in their faith journey. Filled with inspiring
quotes and practical reflections, it’s suitable for personal or group study.
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