original version of the three little pigs

original version of the three little pigs is a classic folktale that has been passed down through
generations, captivating audiences with its straightforward yet meaningful narrative. The story details
the adventures of three pig siblings who each build a house using different materials—straw, sticks,
and bricks—to protect themselves from a cunning wolf. While many modern renditions of this tale exist,
understanding the original version reveals important insights into its themes, cultural origins, and moral
lessons. This article explores the historical background, plot details, and variations of the original
version of the three little pigs. It also examines the story’s symbolism and its impact on literature and
popular culture. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how this timeless fable has

shaped children's storytelling worldwide.
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Historical Origins of the Original Version

The original version of the three little pigs is believed to have roots in European oral storytelling
traditions that date back several centuries. Folktales involving clever animals and building shelters

were common in various cultures, but the specific narrative of three pigs and a wolf gained prominence



in England and America during the 19th century. The tale was first printed in collections of English
fairy tales and later popularized by American publishers. Early versions of the story emphasized
practical wisdom, with the pigs’ choice of building materials reflecting social and economic realities of

the time.

Early Written Records

The earliest known printed version appeared in the 1840s, included in a collection of English fairy
tales. The story was subsequently adapted and reprinted in various children’s books, often with slight
modifications to suit regional audiences. The original text was straightforward, focusing on the pigs’

efforts to build durable homes and the wolf’s attempts to destroy them.

Oral Tradition Influence

Before being recorded in print, the story existed in oral tradition, passed down by storytellers who used
it to teach lessons about hard work and caution. These oral versions often varied in details but

maintained the core conflict between the pigs and the wolf as a metaphor for survival and ingenuity.

Plot Summary of the Original Three Little Pigs

The original version of the three little pigs follows a simple yet engaging narrative. Three pig siblings
leave their mother’s home to seek their fortunes and build their own houses. Each pig chooses a

different building material, which ultimately determines their fate when a hungry wolf arrives.

Building the Houses

The first pig builds a house of straw, prioritizing speed and ease over durability. The second pig
constructs a house of sticks, slightly more robust but still vulnerable. The third pig takes time and effort

to build a sturdy house of bricks, ensuring strong protection against external threats.

The Wolf’s Attempts

The wolf approaches each house in turn, attempting to blow them down to capture the pigs. The straw



and stick houses quickly collapse under the wolf’s breath, forcing the first two pigs to flee to their
brother’s brick house. The brick house resists the wolf’s huffing and puffing, providing safety and

security for all three pigs.

Resolution

In the original story, the wolf’s failure to destroy the brick house leads to his defeat or retreat,
emphasizing the triumph of careful preparation and perseverance. The pigs celebrate their safety and

the wisdom of hard work, reinforcing the tale’s moral lessons.

Characters and Their Symbolism

The characters in the original version of the three little pigs are rich in symbolism, representing various
human qualities and societal values. The three pigs embody different approaches to life and work,

while the wolf symbolizes danger, adversity, or external threats.

The Three Pigs

Each pig’s choice of building material reflects their personality and values:

* First Pig: Represents impulsiveness and a desire for quick results, choosing straw.
e Second Pig: Symbolizes moderate effort and compromise, using sticks.

 Third Pig: Embodies diligence, foresight, and responsibility by building with bricks.

The Wolf

The wolf serves as a metaphor for challenges that test one’s preparedness and resilience. His
persistence in trying to blow down the houses mirrors the obstacles individuals face in life, reinforcing

the importance of strong foundations.



Moral Lessons and Themes

The original version of the three little pigs carries enduring moral lessons centered on hard work,
planning, and prudence. These themes have contributed to the story’s lasting popularity and

educational value.

Hard Work and Preparation

The pigs’ differing outcomes highlight the benefits of investing time and effort into building a secure
future. The story encourages readers to value perseverance and careful planning over shortcuts and

laziness.

Resourcefulness and Intelligence

By choosing appropriate materials and strategies, the pigs demonstrate problem-solving skills and
adaptability. The narrative promotes thoughtful decision-making as a means of overcoming challenges.
Consequences of Choices

The fate of each pig serves as a cautionary tale about the consequences of one’s actions. Poor

preparation can lead to vulnerability, while diligence can ensure safety and success.

Variations and Adaptations Over Time

Since its inception, the original version of the three little pigs has undergone numerous adaptations,
reflecting cultural shifts and artistic creativity. These variations often add new elements or alter the

story’s tone to suit different audiences.

Modern Retellings

Many contemporary versions introduce humor, additional characters, or alternative endings. Some

adaptations portray the wolf in a more sympathetic light or emphasize environmental themes.



Media and Entertainment

The tale has been adapted into animated films, theater productions, and children’s literature worldwide.
Each adaptation interprets the original story’s core messages while introducing unique stylistic

features.

Educational Uses

Educators use the story to teach lessons about safety, responsibility, and critical thinking. Its simple

structure and memorable characters make it an effective tool for early childhood learning.

Influence on Popular Culture and Literature

The original version of the three little pigs has significantly influenced popular culture and literature,

inspiring countless works and references across various media.

Literary Impact

The story’s archetypal conflict and moral themes have been echoed in numerous books, poems, and

plays. It serves as a foundational example of fable storytelling in Western literature.

Film and Television

Animated shorts and feature films have popularized the tale, introducing it to global audiences. The

story’s adaptability allows for creative reinterpretations while maintaining its essential lessons.

Cultural References

References to the three little pigs appear in advertising, music, and everyday language, demonstrating
the tale’s deep integration into cultural consciousness. Phrases like “huff and puff” have become

idiomatic expressions linked to the story.



Summary of Key Elements in the Original Version

To clarify the main components that define the original version of the three little pigs, the following list

highlights its essential features:

» Three pig siblings each build a house from different materials: straw, sticks, and bricks.
¢ A hungry wolf attempts to blow down each house to capture the pigs.

¢ The first two houses fail due to weak construction, while the brick house withstands the wolf’s

efforts.
* The story conveys moral lessons about hard work, planning, and consequences.
e Characters symbolize different human traits and societal values.

¢ The wolf embodies adversity and the challenges one must overcome.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the original version of 'The Three Little Pigs' story?

The original version of 'The Three Little Pigs' is a traditional folk tale that dates back to at least the
18th century, with early written versions appearing in the 19th century. The most popular written

version was published by Joseph Jacobs in 1890.

How does the original story of 'The Three Little Pigs' differ from



modern versions?

In the original story, the pigs build houses of straw, sticks, and bricks, similar to modern versions, but
some early tellings include darker elements, such as the wolf being killed in various ways. Modern

adaptations often tone down violence and add humor or moral lessons.

Who first published the original version of 'The Three Little Pigs'?

Joseph Jacobs is credited with publishing one of the earliest and most well-known versions of "The

Three Little Pigs' in his 1890 collection 'English Fairy Tales'.

What is the moral lesson of the original 'Three Little Pigs' tale?

The moral of the original tale emphasizes the value of hard work, planning, and perseverance, as the

pig who builds his house of bricks is rewarded for his diligence by being safe from the wolf.

Are there variations of the original 'Three Little Pigs' story in different
cultures?

Yes, variations of the 'Three Little Pigs' story exist in different cultures, each with unique twists, but the

core theme of cleverness and preparation versus laziness remains consistent.

What role does the wolf play in the original version of 'The Three Little
Pigs'?

In the original story, the wolf is the antagonist who tries to blow down each pig's house. He represents

danger and adversity, testing the pigs' resourcefulness and strength.

Additional Resources

1. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka

This cleverly retold version of the classic tale is narrated by the Big Bad Wolf himself. He claims his



side of the story, offering a humorous and alternative perspective on the events. The book challenges
readers to question the traditional narrative and consider how misunderstandings can shape stories.

I’s a fun and witty take that adds depth to the original fable.

2. The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eugene Trivizas

In this imaginative reversal of the original story, three little wolves build houses to protect themselves
from a big, bad pig. The pig tries to blow their houses down, but the wolves use clever strategies to
defend themselves. This playful parody explores themes of roles and stereotypes in fairy tales with

charming illustrations and a humorous twist.

3. The Three Little Pigs by Paul Galdone

Paul Galdone’s version stays true to the classic story but adds a warmth and charm through its
illustrations and narrative style. The rhythmic text and detailed pictures make it accessible and
engaging for young readers. This edition is a timeless retelling that preserves the original moral about

hard work and perseverance.

4. The Three Little Javelinas by Susan Lowell

Set in the southwestern desert, this Southwestern twist on the traditional tale features javelinas instead
of pigs. The story adapts the characters and setting to a new cultural context, incorporating regional
folklore and desert landscapes. It’s a delightful variation that introduces readers to diverse storytelling

traditions while maintaining the core message.

5. The Three Ninja Pigs by Corey Rosen Schwartz
This humorous retelling features three ninja pigs who use martial arts skills to outwit the Big Bad Wolf.
The story combines action, humor, and the familiar plot in a fresh and entertaining way. It encourages

creativity and imagination while reinforcing teamwork and cleverness.

6. The Three Little Pigs and the Somewhat Bad Wolf by Mark Teague
In this version, the wolf isn’t purely villainous but somewhat misunderstood. The story explores the
characters’ personalities and motivations with humor and heart. The illustrations add a modern flair,

making it a great read for children who enjoy a twist on classic tales.



7. The Three Little Pigs: An Architectural Tale by Steven Guarnaccia

This unique retelling focuses on the different building techniques used by the pigs, introducing
architectural concepts in a fun way. It encourages readers to think about construction and design while
enjoying the familiar story. The book blends education with entertainment, making it perfect for curious

young minds.

8. The Three Little Pigs and the Big Bad Babysitter by Dave Horowitz
A humorous take where the pigs deal with a big bad babysitter instead of a wolf. The story uses wit
and playful language to create a new challenge for the pigs. This version highlights problem-solving

and resilience in a lighthearted narrative.

9. The Three Little Pigs and the Magic Button by Claire Freedman
In this imaginative story, the pigs discover a magic button that changes their fortunes. The narrative
explores themes of luck, cleverness, and the consequences of wishes. It offers a fresh perspective on

the classic tale with a magical twist that captivates young readers.
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