
part 135 regulations cheat sheet

part 135 regulations cheat sheet serves as an essential guide for operators,
pilots, and aviation professionals involved in on-demand and commuter
operations governed under Title 14 CFR Part 135. This comprehensive overview
outlines the critical aspects of part 135 regulations, highlighting the
requirements for certification, operational rules, safety standards, and
compliance measures. Understanding this cheat sheet can help ensure adherence
to Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) mandates, reduce risks, and
facilitate smooth operational workflows. The article covers key components
such as pilot qualifications, aircraft maintenance, operational control, and
recordkeeping. Whether managing charter services, air taxis, or commuter
flights, this resource provides a succinct yet thorough breakdown of
regulatory expectations. The following table of contents offers a clear
roadmap to the primary sections of this part 135 regulations cheat sheet.
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Overview of Part 135 Regulations
Part 135 of the Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs) governs the operation of
commuter and on-demand air carriers, including air taxis and charter flights.
These regulations are designed to ensure safety, reliability, and
accountability in commercial aviation operations that do not fall under Part
121's larger scheduled airline rules. Operators under part 135 typically
conduct flights with smaller aircraft and have more flexible scheduling
compared to major airlines. This section introduces the fundamental
principles behind part 135 regulations and explains their role in maintaining
aviation safety and operational standards.



Scope and Applicability
Part 135 applies to operators who conduct commercial air transportation using
aircraft with fewer than 30 passenger seats or a maximum payload capacity of
7,500 pounds or less. It also includes certain on-demand operations
regardless of aircraft size. The regulations cover all aspects of flight
operations, including pilot qualifications, aircraft maintenance, operational
control, and safety management. Understanding the scope is crucial for
determining whether an operation must comply with part 135 or other
regulatory parts.

Distinction from Other FAR Parts
Unlike Part 121, which governs scheduled air carriers and major airlines,
part 135 caters to smaller-scale operations such as air taxis and commuter
carriers. Part 91 governs general aviation, but when commercial operations
are involved, part 135 regulations take precedence. This distinction affects
certification, operational procedures, and safety requirements, making part
135 compliance a critical aspect of commercial aviation in this category.

Certification Requirements
Obtaining and maintaining a part 135 certificate involves a rigorous process
designed to verify an operator’s ability to conduct safe commercial flights.
Certification is issued by the FAA after thorough evaluation of the
applicant’s operational and maintenance systems. This section outlines the
key certification steps and the ongoing responsibilities of part 135
certificate holders.

Application Process
The certification process begins with submitting an application demonstrating
organizational structure, personnel qualifications, and procedures for
operations and maintenance. The FAA reviews manuals, safety programs, and
training protocols before granting the certificate. Applicants must prove
compliance with all regulatory requirements to be eligible for certification.

Operational Specifications
Once certified, part 135 operators receive operational specifications
(OpSpecs) that detail the specific privileges, limitations, and aircraft
authorized for use. These specifications are legally binding and must be
adhered to at all times. Changes to operations or fleet require FAA approval
and modification of OpSpecs.



Pilot and Crew Qualifications
Pilot qualifications are a cornerstone of part 135 safety regulations. The
FAA mandates specific experience, training, and proficiency levels for pilots
operating under part 135 to ensure competent and safe flight operations. This
section covers the key qualification standards and recurrent training
requirements for pilots and crew members.

Minimum Experience Requirements
Part 135 pilots must meet minimum flight time thresholds, including total
hours, instrument time, and recent experience in the type of aircraft
operated. For example, a pilot may need at least 1,200 hours of total flight
time, with specific requirements for cross-country and night flying. These
standards ensure pilot competency for complex and variable operational
environments.

Training and Proficiency Checks
Regular training programs and proficiency checks are mandated to maintain
pilot skills and knowledge. This includes initial qualification training,
recurrent training every 12 months, and periodic competency checks. Training
focuses on emergency procedures, aircraft systems, and regulatory compliance.
Flight crewmembers must also complete substance testing and medical
certification per FAA guidelines.

Operational Rules and Limitations
Part 135 delineates detailed operational rules that govern flight planning,
weather minimums, flight duty times, and passenger carriage. Compliance with
these rules is essential to safe and legal operations. This section explains
operational limitations and requirements that part 135 operators must follow.

Flight Duty and Rest Requirements
FAA regulations limit flight duty periods and require minimum rest times to
prevent fatigue. Typical rules restrict daily flight time to 8–10 hours, with
cumulative duty limits over multiple days. Operators must schedule crew rest
periods in accordance with these regulations to maintain alertness and
safety.

Weather and Flight Planning
Part 135 operations must comply with specific weather minimums depending on



whether flights are conducted under visual flight rules (VFR) or instrument
flight rules (IFR). Flight plans must be filed for IFR operations, and
operators must ensure aircraft and crew are prepared for expected conditions.
These requirements reduce risks associated with adverse weather and
operational uncertainties.

Passenger and Cargo Carriage
Operators must adhere to limitations on the number of passengers and the type
and weight of cargo carried. Passenger safety briefings, seating, and
emergency equipment must meet FAA standards. Additionally, hazardous
materials restrictions apply to ensure safe transport and compliance with
federal regulations.

Aircraft Maintenance and Inspections
Maintenance programs under part 135 are designed to keep aircraft in
airworthy condition and prevent mechanical failures. The regulations mandate
scheduled inspections, repairs, and recordkeeping to ensure ongoing
compliance. This section outlines maintenance requirements and best practices
for part 135 operators.

Maintenance Program Requirements
Part 135 operators must establish FAA-approved maintenance programs tailored
to their aircraft and operations. These programs include routine inspections
such as preflight checks, 100-hour inspections, and annual examinations.
Maintenance actions must be performed by certified mechanics or repair
stations qualified to work on the specific aircraft models.

Airworthiness Directives and Repairs
Compliance with FAA airworthiness directives (ADs) is mandatory. Operators
must track and implement required modifications and repairs promptly. Any
discrepancies discovered during inspections must be corrected before flight,
ensuring the aircraft meets all safety standards.

Scheduled inspections and servicing

Recordkeeping of maintenance and repairs

Use of approved parts and materials

Qualified personnel conducting maintenance



Safety and Compliance Procedures
Safety management is integral to part 135 operations. Operators are required
to implement systems to identify hazards, manage risks, and promote a culture
of safety. This section discusses compliance monitoring, safety programs, and
incident response protocols.

Safety Management Systems (SMS)
Many part 135 operators adopt Safety Management Systems to proactively manage
operational risks. SMS includes hazard reporting, risk assessment, safety
audits, and continuous improvement processes. Implementing an SMS helps
reduce accidents and regulatory violations.

Incident Reporting and Investigations
Operators must report accidents, incidents, and safety concerns to the FAA
promptly. Thorough investigations are required to identify root causes and
implement corrective actions. Transparent reporting and effective follow-up
contribute to overall aviation safety and regulatory compliance.

Recordkeeping and Reporting Obligations
Accurate recordkeeping is a fundamental requirement under part 135
regulations. Operators must maintain detailed logs of flight operations,
maintenance activities, crew qualifications, and safety reports. This section
highlights the key documentation and reporting duties necessary for
regulatory compliance.

Operational Records
Flight logs, passenger manifests, and operational control records must be
maintained and retained for specified periods. These documents provide
evidence of compliance and support safety audits and investigations. Proper
record management ensures traceability and accountability.

Maintenance and Training Records
Documentation of all maintenance actions, inspections, and repairs is
mandatory. Additionally, records of pilot and crew training, proficiency
checks, and medical certifications must be kept current. These records help
demonstrate adherence to FAA standards during inspections and certification



renewals.

Maintain flight and duty time logs1.

Keep maintenance records organized and up to date2.

Document all training and proficiency activities3.

Retain records for FAA inspection periods4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Part 135 regulations cheat sheet?
A Part 135 regulations cheat sheet is a concise reference guide summarizing
key Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) requirements for operators
conducting on-demand and commuter charter flights under Part 135 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations.

Who can benefit from using a Part 135 regulations
cheat sheet?
Part 135 operators, pilots, dispatchers, and management personnel can benefit
from a cheat sheet as it provides quick access to essential regulatory
information, helping ensure compliance and safe operations.

What key topics are typically covered in a Part 135
regulations cheat sheet?
Common topics include pilot qualifications, aircraft maintenance
requirements, operational rules, flight time limitations, weather minimums,
and safety management systems relevant to Part 135 operations.

How can a Part 135 regulations cheat sheet help
improve safety and compliance?
By providing an easy-to-reference summary of critical rules and procedures,
the cheat sheet helps personnel quickly verify compliance requirements,
reduce errors, and maintain consistent adherence to FAA standards.

Where can I find an up-to-date Part 135 regulations



cheat sheet?
Up-to-date cheat sheets can be found through aviation training organizations,
FAA resources, industry associations, or by consulting official FAA documents
and guidance materials related to Part 135 operations.

Additional Resources
1. Part 135 Operations: The Complete Guide
This comprehensive guide covers all aspects of Part 135 regulations for on-
demand commercial aviation operations. It provides detailed explanations of
operational requirements, safety standards, and certification processes.
Ideal for pilots, operators, and compliance officers seeking a thorough
understanding of Part 135 compliance.

2. Part 135 Regulations Made Simple
Designed as a quick-reference cheat sheet, this book breaks down complex FAA
Part 135 rules into easy-to-understand language. It includes summaries of key
regulatory sections, practical tips for compliance, and checklists to ensure
all operational standards are met. A perfect tool for both new and
experienced Part 135 operators.

3. Mastering Part 135 Compliance
This title focuses on mastering the compliance aspects of Part 135
operations, including maintenance, pilot qualifications, and operational
control. It features real-world scenarios and case studies to help readers
apply regulations effectively. A valuable resource for managers responsible
for regulatory oversight.

4. Part 135 Safety and Regulatory Handbook
Covering the essential safety protocols and regulatory requirements, this
handbook is a must-have for Part 135 operators. It provides detailed guidance
on risk management, emergency procedures, and FAA audits. The book also
includes updates on recent regulatory changes to keep operators current.

5. Quick Reference to Part 135 Flight Operations
This quick-reference guide offers a concise summary of flight operation rules
under Part 135. Pilots can use it to review critical pre-flight, in-flight,
and post-flight procedures to maintain compliance. The book also includes
sample operational forms and documentation templates.

6. Part 135 Maintenance and Inspection Guide
Focused on the maintenance and inspection requirements for Part 135 aircraft,
this guide explains FAA mandates and best practices. It highlights
scheduling, record-keeping, and compliance with airworthiness directives.
Maintenance personnel and operators will find this book indispensable.

7. Understanding Part 135 Pilot Requirements
This book outlines the qualifications, training, and duty limitations for
pilots operating under Part 135. It clarifies certification standards and



recurrent training protocols to ensure pilot readiness. A helpful resource
for flight schools and operators managing pilot compliance.

8. FAA Part 135 Certification Process Explained
Detailing the steps to obtaining and maintaining a Part 135 certificate, this
guide walks readers through the application, evaluation, and ongoing
oversight process. It includes tips for preparing documentation and passing
FAA inspections. Operators seeking certification will benefit from this clear
roadmap.

9. Part 135 Regulatory Updates and Best Practices
Stay current with the latest FAA regulatory updates affecting Part 135
operations through this informative volume. It discusses recent rule changes,
compliance challenges, and industry best practices to improve operational
safety. A recommended read for industry professionals aiming to stay ahead of
regulatory trends.
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