post test american literature through
the eighteenth century

post test american literature through the eighteenth century encompasses a
critical evaluation of the literary works and cultural narratives that shaped
early America. This period marked the foundation of American literary
identity, reflecting the social, political, and religious contexts of
colonial and revolutionary America. The post test American literature through
the eighteenth century explores various genres, including sermons, poetry,
captivity narratives, and political pamphlets, which collectively reveal the
complexities of early American life and thought. Understanding this
literature provides insight into the evolving notions of freedom, identity,
and community that influenced the young nation. This article delves into the
key themes, notable authors, and significant works that define this era, as
well as the literary techniques and historical influences prevalent during
the time. The examination of post test American literature through the
eighteenth century also highlights the transition from oral traditions to
written expression and the emergence of a distinctly American voice. Below is
a detailed overview of the main topics covered in this article.

The Historical Context of Eighteenth-Century American Literature

Major Themes in Post Test American Literature

Prominent Authors and Their Contributions

e Literary Genres and Styles of the Period

The Impact of Religion and Puritanism

e The Role of Political and Revolutionary Writings

The Historical Context of Eighteenth-Century
American Literature

The eighteenth century was a formative era for American literature,
characterized by the gradual shift from colonial dependence to independent
identity. The post test American literature through the eighteenth century
must be understood against the backdrop of European colonization, indigenous
interactions, and the burgeoning desire for political self-determination.
Early American writings were deeply embedded in the realities of
colonization, including struggles for survival and the negotiation of
cultural boundaries. This period also witnessed the influence of the
Enlightenment, which introduced new ideas about reason, individual rights,



and governance that permeated literary works.

Colonial Foundations and Cultural Influences

American literature in the eighteenth century reflects the diverse cultural
influences of the colonies, including English traditions, Native American
narratives, and African oral histories. The literature served not only as
entertainment but also as a means of preserving heritage and asserting
emerging cultural identities. The post test American literature through the
eighteenth century often integrates these varied influences to present a
complex portrait of colonial life.

The Enlightenment and Its Literary Impact

The Enlightenment significantly impacted American writers by encouraging
rational thought and skepticism of traditional authority. This intellectual
movement inspired many colonial authors to explore themes of liberty, human
rights, and social contracts, which became central to the literature of the
period. The post test American literature through the eighteenth century
frequently incorporates Enlightenment ideals, especially in political
pamphlets and philosophical essays.

Major Themes in Post Test American Literature

Several recurring themes characterize post test American literature through
the eighteenth century, revealing the concerns and aspirations of the era’s
writers. These themes include religious devotion, the struggle for freedom,
the experience of exile and captivity, and the formation of national
identity. Understanding these themes is essential to appreciating the
complexity and diversity of early American literature.

Religion and Spirituality

Religion played a dominant role in shaping the literature of the eighteenth
century. Many works reflect Puritan values, emphasizing moral discipline,
divine providence, and the human struggle with sin. Religious themes permeate
sermons, poetry, and narratives, reinforcing the cultural significance of
faith in early American life.

Freedom and Individualism

The quest for freedom is a central motif in eighteenth-century American
literature. Writers addressed political, religious, and personal forms of
liberation, often linking the concept of freedom to emerging ideas of



democracy and human rights. The post test American literature through the
eighteenth century captures this evolving notion of self-determination.

Captivity and Exile

Captivity narratives were a popular genre that depicted the experiences of
colonists taken captive by Native Americans. These stories explore themes of
survival, cultural conflict, and identity, providing insight into the
tensions of colonial frontier life.

Prominent Authors and Their Contributions

The eighteenth century produced several influential American writers whose
works remain foundational to the study of early American literature. These
authors contributed to shaping the literary canon and advancing the cultural
and political ideas of their time.

Anne Bradstreet

Anne Bradstreet is recognized as one of the first significant poets in
American literature. Her poetry often explores themes of faith, family, and
the human condition, blending Puritan beliefs with personal reflection.
Bradstreet’s work exemplifies the early American poetic tradition.

Jonathan Edwards

Jonathan Edwards was a prominent preacher and theologian whose sermons, such
as "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God," illustrate the power of religious
rhetoric in colonial America. His writings reflect the intensity of the Great
Awakening and its influence on American religious thought.

Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin was a versatile writer whose contributions include
political essays, autobiographical works, and satirical pieces. His writing
embodies Enlightenment principles and pragmatism, playing a crucial role in
shaping American intellectual and literary culture.

Literary Genres and Styles of the Period

The post test American literature through the eighteenth century is marked by
a variety of genres and stylistic approaches that reflect the diverse
purposes and audiences of the time. Literature was often didactic, aiming to



instruct and inspire, while also entertaining readers.

Sermons and Religious Tracts

Sermons were a dominant literary form, serving both religious and social
functions. These texts employed persuasive language and vivid imagery to
convey moral lessons and encourage spiritual renewal.

Poetry and Personal Reflection

Poetry in this period combined religious themes with personal expression.
Poets often used structured forms and biblical allusions to explore their
inner lives and societal roles.

Political Pamphlets and Essays

Political writings gained prominence as tensions with Britain escalated.
Pamphlets and essays articulated arguments for independence, freedom, and
governance, utilizing rhetoric designed to mobilize public opinion.

The Impact of Religion and Puritanism

Religion, particularly Puritanism, was a foundational influence on American
literature through the eighteenth century. The post test American literature
through the eighteenth century reveals how religious beliefs shaped not only
content but also the moral framework of literary works.

Puritan Values in Literature

Puritanism emphasized themes such as predestination, divine judgment, and the
importance of a pious life. These values are evident in the didactic tone and
subject matter of many texts, which sought to promote spiritual vigilance and
communal conformity.

The Great Awakening and Literary Expression

The Great Awakening was a religious revival that intensified emotional
expression and individual religious experience. This movement influenced
literature by encouraging more passionate and accessible language, broadening
the appeal of religious texts.



The Role of Political and Revolutionary
Writings

The eighteenth century culminated in the American Revolution, and literature
played an essential role in shaping revolutionary ideology. The post test
American literature through the eighteenth century highlights the importance
of political discourse in the literary landscape.

Patriotic Pamphlets and Speeches

Writers used pamphlets and speeches to argue for independence and articulate
visions of American democracy. These works were instrumental in rallying
support and defining the principles of the new nation.

Literature as a Tool for Social Change

Beyond political arguments, literature functioned as a means of social
critique and reform. Authors addressed issues such as slavery, inequality,
and governance, laying the groundwork for ongoing debates in American
society.

Notable Revolutionary Authors

Thomas Paine

Phillis Wheatley

John Dickinson

Mercy Otis Warren

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the defining characteristics of American
literature through the eighteenth century?

American literature through the eighteenth century is characterized by its
colonial and early national themes, including Puritan religious influences,
exploration, settlement, and the emergence of a distinct American identity.
It often includes sermons, diaries, political pamphlets, and early novels.



Who were some of the most influential American
authors through the eighteenth century?

Influential American authors through the eighteenth century include Anne
Bradstreet, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, Phillis Wheatley, and Thomas
Paine, each contributing to religious, political, and literary developments
of the time.

How did the Enlightenment influence American
literature in the eighteenth century?

The Enlightenment introduced ideas of reason, science, and individualism to
American literature, leading to works that emphasized rational thought,
political rights, and social reform, as seen in writings by Benjamin Franklin
and Thomas Paine.

What role did Native American themes play in
eighteenth-century American literature?

Native American themes were often romanticized or used allegorically in
eighteenth-century American literature, reflecting European settlers' views
and sometimes serving as symbols for freedom or the American wilderness,
though rarely representing authentic Native perspectives.

How did the political climate of the eighteenth
century shape American literary works?

The political climate, especially events leading up to and following the
American Revolution, heavily influenced American literature by inspiring
patriotic themes, political pamphlets, and debates about freedom, democracy,
and identity, as exemplified in the writings of Thomas Paine and the
Federalist Papers.

Additional Resources

1. Colonial American Literature: Origins and Evolution

This book explores the beginnings of American literature during the colonial
period, focusing on key texts and authors from the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. It examines themes such as Puritanism, exploration, and early
political thought. Readers gain insight into how these works laid the
foundation for later American literary traditions.

2. The Puritan Mind: Literature and Religion in Early America

Focusing on the Puritan influence on early American literature, this book
delves into sermons, diaries, and poetry that shaped the cultural and
religious landscape of the eighteenth century. It analyzes how Puritan values
and beliefs were expressed through writing and how they influenced the



emerging American identity.

3. Voices of the Early Republic: Essays on Eighteenth-Century American
Writers

This collection of essays addresses prominent writers from the post-colonial
eighteenth century, including Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Paine, and Phillis
Wheatley. The book highlights how literature of the early republic reflected
political ideals, social changes, and the quest for national identity.

4. American Satire and Political Writing in the Eighteenth Century

Examining the role of satire and political discourse, this book investigates
how writers used humor and critique to comment on colonial and early American
society. Key figures such as Jonathan Swift’s influence and the colonial
pamphlet tradition are explored in depth.

5. Native American Voices in Early American Literature

This book brings to light the often overlooked contributions of Native
American authors and oral traditions in shaping early American literature. It
provides analysis of texts and narratives that reveal indigenous perspectives
during the eighteenth century, offering a broader understanding of America’s
literary beginnings.

6. Women Writers of Colonial America

Highlighting the contributions of female authors in the eighteenth century,
this book discusses the challenges and achievements of women writers in a
predominantly male literary landscape. It includes analysis of poetry,
letters, and essays that express women’s roles, struggles, and voices in
early American society.

7. Transatlantic Influences on Eighteenth-Century American Literature

This work explores the dynamic exchange of ideas between America and Europe
during the eighteenth century and how it shaped American literary production.
It examines the impact of Enlightenment thought, classical literature, and
British literary forms on American authors.

8. The Rise of American Autobiography: Personal Narratives Through the
Eighteenth Century

This book traces the development of autobiographical writing in early
America, focusing on personal narratives that reveal individual experiences
and the broader social context. It discusses figures such as Benjamin
Franklin and Olaudah Equiano, highlighting how self-representation evolved
during this period.

9. Foundations of American Literary Nationalism

Analyzing key texts that contributed to the formation of a distinct American
literary identity, this book covers speeches, essays, and literary works from
the late eighteenth century. It emphasizes how authors used literature to
articulate ideas about nationhood, democracy, and cultural independence.
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