presidential and congressional
reconstruction plans worksheet answers

presidential and congressional reconstruction plans worksheet answers provide essential
insights into the post-Civil War era when the United States sought to rebuild the nation and
integrate the Southern states back into the Union. This article explores the key differences and
similarities between presidential and congressional reconstruction plans, offering detailed
explanations and answers that clarify often complex historical content. By examining the goals,
policies, and outcomes of both approaches, learners can better understand how reconstruction
shaped the political, social, and economic landscape of the United States. The worksheet answers
also highlight the significant figures involved and the legislative measures enacted during this
transformative period. This comprehensive guide aims to assist students, educators, and history
enthusiasts in mastering the critical concepts related to reconstruction. The following sections will
delve into the presidential reconstruction plans, congressional reconstruction plans, comparative
analysis, and frequently asked questions.
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Presidential Reconstruction Plans

Presidential reconstruction refers to the policies and strategies implemented by Presidents Abraham
Lincoln and Andrew Johnson to restore the Southern states after the Civil War. These plans aimed to
reintegrate the South quickly and with minimal disruption to existing social and political structures.
The presidential approach was generally lenient toward former Confederate states, emphasizing
rapid restoration and limited federal intervention.

Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan

Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan was the initial presidential reconstruction strategy, introduced in 1863. It
proposed that a Southern state could be readmitted into the Union once 10 percent of its voters
swore an oath of allegiance to the Union and accepted emancipation of slaves. This plan intended to
encourage Southern loyalty while avoiding harsh penalties.

Johnson’s Reconstruction Policies

Following Lincoln’s assassination, Andrew Johnson continued a similar lenient approach. His plan



allowed former Confederate states to establish new governments once they abolished slavery and
repudiated secession. Johnson offered pardons to many former Confederates and did not require
protections for freedmen, which led to tensions with Congress and criticism from Radical
Republicans.

Key Features of Presidential Reconstruction

¢ Quick re-admittance of Southern states into the Union
e Minimal requirements for loyalty oaths

e Limited protection for newly freed African Americans
¢ Presidential pardons for many former Confederates

e Focus on restoring political rights to white Southerners

Congressional Reconstruction Plans

Congressional Reconstruction, also known as Radical Reconstruction, emerged in response to
dissatisfaction with presidential policies. Led by the Radical Republicans in Congress, this approach
sought to fundamentally transform Southern society through stronger federal oversight and
protections for freedmen. The congressional plans aimed to enforce civil rights and rebuild the
South on a foundation of racial equality and political restructuring.

Wade-Davis Bill

The Wade-Davis Bill of 1864 was an early congressional proposal that mandated a majority of white
male citizens in a state to take an ironclad oath of loyalty before readmission. This bill was more
stringent than Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan but was pocket-vetoed by Lincoln, reflecting the tension
between the executive and legislative branches.

Reconstruction Acts of 1867

These acts divided the South into military districts governed by Union generals, requiring states to
draft new constitutions guaranteeing black male suffrage. States had to ratify the 14th Amendment,
which granted citizenship and equal protection under the law to former slaves, before regaining
representation in Congress.

Key Features of Congressional Reconstruction



e Military oversight of Southern states

e New state constitutions with expanded voting rights

e Enforcement of civil rights and protection for freedmen
e Requirements to ratify the 14th and 15th Amendments

¢ Restriction of former Confederates’ political power

Comparison of Presidential and Congressional
Reconstruction

Understanding the distinctions between presidential and congressional reconstruction plans is
crucial for grasping the political dynamics of the Reconstruction era. While both sought to reunify
the nation, their methods and goals diverged significantly, reflecting different visions for the
country’s future.

Differences in Approach

Presidential reconstruction favored swift reconciliation with leniency toward the South, whereas
congressional reconstruction emphasized accountability and protection of African American rights.
The presidential plans allowed many former Confederates to regain power, while congressional
plans aimed to limit their influence and promote racial equality.

Impact on Freedmen

Presidential policies largely neglected the rights and welfare of freed slaves, resulting in the rise of
restrictive Black Codes in the South. In contrast, congressional reconstruction sought to secure civil
and voting rights for African Americans through constitutional amendments and federal
enforcement.

Political Consequences

The conflict between President Johnson and Congress resulted in significant political struggles,
including Johnson’s impeachment. Congressional reconstruction shaped the post-war South through
military governance and legislative reforms, although many gains were later rolled back during the
era of Redemption and Jim Crow laws.

Summary of Key Differences



1. Leniency vs. Strictness: Presidential plans were lenient; congressional plans were strict.

2. Speed of Re-admittance: Presidential plans prioritized quick readmission; congressional
plans required more conditions.

3. Protection of Freedmen: Congressional plans emphasized civil rights; presidential plans did
not.

4. Political Power: Presidential plans restored political rights to many former Confederates;
congressional plans limited their influence.

Common Questions and Worksheet Answers

The following section addresses frequently asked questions related to presidential and congressional
reconstruction plans, providing clear and concise answers commonly sought in educational
worksheets.

What was the main goal of presidential reconstruction?

The main goal was to reunify the nation quickly and restore Southern states with minimal changes to
their social and political systems.

Why did Congress oppose President Johnson’s reconstruction
plan?

Congress opposed Johnson’s plan because it was too lenient toward former Confederates and did not
protect the civil rights of freed African Americans.

What were the Reconstruction Acts of 1867?

These acts placed the South under military control, required new state constitutions, and mandated
ratification of the 14th Amendment to protect freedmen’s rights.

What role did the 14th and 15th Amendments play in
congressional reconstruction?

They guaranteed citizenship, equal protection under the law, and voting rights for African American
men, serving as foundations for congressional reconstruction policies.



How did presidential and congressional reconstruction plans
differ in their treatment of former Confederates?

Presidential plans often pardoned and restored political rights to former Confederates, while
congressional plans sought to restrict their political influence.

List the key features of presidential reconstruction plans.

e Lenient terms for Southern states
¢ Quick restoration of state governments
e Limited protection for freedmen

e Presidential pardons for Confederates

List the key features of congressional reconstruction plans.

e Military oversight of Southern states
e New constitutions guaranteeing black suffrage
 Ratification of 14th and 15th Amendments

 Restrictions on former Confederates’ political rights

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main goals of Presidential Reconstruction after
the Civil War?

The main goals of Presidential Reconstruction, led by Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson, were to
quickly restore the Southern states to the Union with minimal punishment, protect property rights
(excluding slaves), and reintegrate Southern states through loyalty oaths.

How did Congressional Reconstruction differ from
Presidential Reconstruction?

Congressional Reconstruction was stricter and more punitive compared to Presidential
Reconstruction. It aimed to protect the rights of freed slaves, enforce civil rights, and restructure



Southern society through military districts and requirements for states to ratify the 14th
Amendment.

What was the main criticism of Presidential Reconstruction
plans?

The main criticism was that Presidential Reconstruction was too lenient on the South, allowing
former Confederates to regain power quickly and failing to protect the rights of newly freed African
Americans.

What role did the Freedmen's Bureau play in Congressional
Reconstruction?

The Freedmen's Bureau was established to aid freed slaves by providing food, education, healthcare,
and legal assistance, and it was supported and expanded during Congressional Reconstruction to
help enforce new civil rights laws.

Why did Congress reject President Johnson's Reconstruction
plan?

Congress rejected Johnson's plan because they believed it was too lenient towards the South,
allowed former Confederates to regain political power, and failed to protect the rights of freedmen.

What were the requirements for Southern states under
Congressional Reconstruction to be readmitted to the Union?

Southern states had to ratify the 14th Amendment, grant voting rights to African American men, and
draft new state constitutions guaranteeing civil rights before being readmitted.

How did Presidential Reconstruction address the issue of
former Confederate leaders?

Presidential Reconstruction often pardoned former Confederate leaders and allowed many to regain
political positions, which was controversial and opposed by Radical Republicans in Congress.

What was the significance of the Reconstruction Acts passed
by Congress?

The Reconstruction Acts divided the South into military districts, required new state constitutions,
and enforced voting rights for African Americans, marking a shift towards a more rigorous and
federal-controlled Reconstruction.

How did the 14th Amendment relate to Congressional
Reconstruction plans?

The 14th Amendment, which granted citizenship and equal protection under the law to all persons



born or naturalized in the U.S., was a cornerstone of Congressional Reconstruction and a
requirement for Southern states to be readmitted.

What impact did the differing Reconstruction plans have on
the South's political landscape?

The leniency of Presidential Reconstruction allowed many former Confederates to regain power,
while Congressional Reconstruction led to the temporary empowerment of African Americans and
Republicans in Southern politics through military enforcement and constitutional reforms.

Additional Resources

1. Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877

This book by Eric Foner offers a comprehensive analysis of the Reconstruction era, focusing on the
political, social, and economic challenges faced by the nation after the Civil War. It thoroughly
examines both presidential and congressional reconstruction plans and their impacts on American
society. The book is widely regarded as an essential resource for understanding the complexities of
Reconstruction policies.

2. The Era of Reconstruction, 1865-1877

Written by Kenneth M. Stampp, this book provides an insightful overview of the Reconstruction
period, emphasizing the contrasting approaches of Presidents Lincoln, Johnson, and the Radical
Republicans in Congress. It explores the legislative battles and social struggles that shaped post-war
America. The text is especially useful for students studying the worksheet answers related to
reconstruction plans.

3. Presidential Reconstruction and the Politics of Amnesty

This work delves into the policies implemented by Presidents Lincoln and Johnson aimed at
reintegrating the Southern states into the Union. It discusses the political motivations behind
presidential reconstruction and contrasts them with the Congressional approach. The book provides
detailed explanations useful for understanding the nuances of different reconstruction plans.

4. Congress and Reconstruction: The Struggle for Power

This book focuses on the role of Congress during Reconstruction, highlighting the legislative
measures taken to reshape the South and protect the rights of freedmen. It contrasts congressional
policies with presidential initiatives, showcasing the power struggle that defined the era. Readers
will find clear explanations of key congressional acts and their implications.

5. The Reconstruction Amendments: Transforming American Democracy

Covering the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, this book explains how these constitutional changes
were central to congressional reconstruction efforts. It discusses how these amendments aimed to
secure civil rights and citizenship for former slaves. The text is valuable for understanding the legal
framework behind the congressional reconstruction plans.

6. Lincoln, Johnson, and the Road to Reconstruction

This book examines the initial presidential reconstruction plans initiated by Abraham Lincoln and
continued by Andrew Johnson. It analyzes their policies of leniency towards the South and the
resultant backlash from Congress. The book is beneficial for students exploring the differences
between presidential and congressional approaches.



7. The Radical Republicans and Their Reconstruction Policies

Detailing the ideology and actions of the Radical Republicans, this book explains their aggressive
approach to Reconstruction aimed at transforming Southern society. It highlights key legislative acts
and political battles with President Johnson. This book is essential for understanding the
congressional reconstruction plans worksheet answers.

8. Reconstruction Politics and the Southern States

This text explores the political dynamics in the Southern states during Reconstruction, including
resistance to both presidential and congressional plans. It offers insights into how local politics
influenced the implementation of federal policies. The book is useful for grasping the practical
challenges of Reconstruction efforts.

9. The Reconstruction Era: A Documentary History

This collection of primary source documents provides firsthand accounts, speeches, and legislative
texts from the Reconstruction period. It allows readers to engage directly with the materials behind
presidential and congressional reconstruction plans. The book serves as an excellent supplementary
resource for worksheet answers and deeper study.
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