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ray bradbury dark they were and golden eyed is a renowned science fiction short
story that explores themes of transformation, identity, and human adaptation. Written by
Ray Bradbury, this narrative delves into the lives of Earth settlers on Mars who gradually
change in mysterious ways as they assimilate into the alien environment. The story’s title
refers to the transformation the settlers undergo, highlighting the symbolic contrast
between their original human traits and their new Martian characteristics. This article
examines the plot, themes, characters, and the story’s significance within Bradbury’s body
of work and the broader science fiction genre. Additionally, it analyzes the literary devices
Bradbury uses to convey his message and the story’s lasting impact on readers and critics
alike.
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Plot Summary of Ray Bradbury’s Dark They Were
and Golden Eyed
The story is set in the near future, focusing on a family of Earth colonists who relocate to
Mars to escape the looming threat of nuclear war on Earth. As they settle into their new
environment, strange changes begin to occur both in the landscape and within the settlers
themselves. The Bittering family, central to the narrative, experiences gradual physical and
psychological transformations. Their skin darkens, their eyes take on a golden hue, and
their identities shift as they slowly lose their Earthly attributes and adopt Martian traits. The
story culminates in the family’s complete assimilation into the Martian world, symbolizing
the overpowering influence of the alien environment over human nature.

Setting and Initial Conflict
The initial setting is the Martian colony, portrayed as a harsh and challenging environment
with unique flora and atmospheric conditions. The settlers’ initial conflict arises from their
struggle to maintain their Earthly identity and way of life amid this unfamiliar landscape.
The tension between their desire to hold onto their origins and the inexorable pull of Mars
forms the story’s emotional core.



Transformation and Resolution
As the narrative progresses, the transformation becomes more pronounced and inevitable.
The Bitterings’ physical changes mirror their internal evolution, culminating in their
acceptance of a new identity. The resolution leaves readers contemplating the nature of
change and the concept of home in an alien world.

Main Themes and Symbolism
Ray Bradbury’s dark they were and golden eyed employs rich symbolism and explores
several profound themes that resonate beyond the science fiction genre.

Theme of Transformation
The central theme is transformation, both physical and psychological, reflecting broader
ideas about adaptation and identity. The settlers’ metamorphosis symbolizes the inevitable
change humans undergo when confronting new environments or circumstances.

Theme of Alienation and Identity
The story examines alienation as the settlers become estranged from their Earthly roots
and from each other. Their changing identities raise questions about what defines
humanity—whether it is cultural heritage, physical form, or something more intrinsic.

Symbolism of Color and Eyes
The title itself is symbolic: “dark they were” refers to the settlers’ skin changing color, while
“golden eyed” highlights their altered vision and perception. These changes signify their
gradual transformation into Martians, symbolizing a loss of the familiar and an embrace of
the alien.

Character Analysis
The characters in ray bradbury dark they were and golden eyed serve as vehicles for
the story’s exploration of change and identity. The story primarily focuses on the Bittering
family and their gradual evolution.

The Bittering Family
Harry Bittering is the patriarch, initially resistant to change and determined to preserve his
family’s Earthly ways. His wife, Cora, and their children also undergo transformation, each
reacting differently to their shifting reality. The family’s dynamics illustrate varying human
responses to change—from denial to acceptance.

Supporting Characters
Other settlers in the colony collectively represent humanity’s broader struggle to adapt to
new realities. Their shared experiences underscore the communal aspect of transformation



and highlight the universality of the story’s themes.

Literary Style and Techniques
Bradbury’s storytelling in dark they were and golden eyed is marked by vivid imagery,
symbolic language, and a lyrical narrative style. These elements combine to create a
haunting and immersive reading experience.

Use of Imagery and Symbolism
Bradbury employs evocative imagery to depict the Martian landscape and the settlers’
transformations. The symbolism of colors, particularly the contrast between Earthly tones
and Martian hues, reinforces the thematic depth of the story.

Narrative Structure and Tone
The story’s structure, beginning with colonization and ending with complete transformation,
follows a clear progression that mirrors the characters’ journeys. The tone is contemplative
and sometimes melancholic, reflecting the bittersweet nature of change.

Context and Significance in Science Fiction
Within the science fiction genre, ray bradbury dark they were and golden eyed holds
a significant place as a work that blends speculative storytelling with profound humanistic
themes.

Place in Bradbury’s Oeuvre
This story exemplifies Bradbury’s ability to fuse poetic prose with speculative concepts, a
hallmark of his broader body of work. It aligns with his recurring exploration of alienation,
transformation, and the human condition.

Influence and Legacy
The narrative has influenced subsequent science fiction writers by emphasizing
psychological and emotional aspects of adaptation rather than solely technological or
external conflicts. Its themes remain relevant in discussions about colonization, identity,
and environmental change.

Reasons for Enduring Popularity
The story’s exploration of universal themes, combined with Bradbury’s masterful
storytelling, ensures its lasting appeal to readers and scholars. Its concise yet profound
narrative invites repeated readings and diverse interpretations.



Key Takeaways from Ray Bradbury’s Dark They
Were and Golden Eyed

Explores the transformative effects of environment on human identity.

Uses symbolism to highlight themes of alienation and change.

Centers on the Bittering family’s gradual adaptation to Mars.

Employs vivid imagery and a lyrical style to engage readers emotionally.

Reflects broader concerns about colonization, identity, and survival.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Ray Bradbury's 'The Dark
They Were, and Golden Eyed'?
The main theme is the transformation and adaptation of humans to a new environment,
highlighting how identity and culture can change when exposed to alien influences.

Who are the primary characters in 'The Dark They
Were, and Golden Eyed'?
The primary characters are the Bittering family, especially Harry Bittering and his wife, who
struggle with their changing identities on Mars.

What is the significance of the title 'The Dark They
Were, and Golden Eyed'?
The title refers to the physical and psychological transformation of the settlers on Mars,
who develop darker skin and golden eyes as they become more Martian.

How does Ray Bradbury portray Mars in the story?
Mars is portrayed as a mysterious and transformative environment that influences the
humans living there, causing them to gradually change both physically and culturally.

What role does adaptation play in 'The Dark They Were,
and Golden Eyed'?
Adaptation is central to the story, illustrating how the settlers must evolve to survive on
Mars, even if it means losing their original human identity.



How does 'The Dark They Were, and Golden Eyed'
reflect Bradbury's views on colonization?
The story critiques colonization by showing how humans are changed by the new land
rather than dominating it, suggesting a more reciprocal relationship with new
environments.

What is the mood or atmosphere of the story?
The mood is eerie and melancholic, reflecting a sense of inevitable change and loss as the
settlers transform into something other than human.

How does the story address the concept of identity?
It explores identity as fluid and influenced by surroundings, demonstrating how the settlers
lose their Earth-bound identity and become Martian in appearance and behavior.

Why do the settlers in 'The Dark They Were, and Golden
Eyed' begin to change physically?
They change physically due to the influence of the Martian environment and possibly the
planet's radiation or biological factors, which alter their bodies over time.

What is the ending of 'The Dark They Were, and Golden
Eyed' and its significance?
The settlers fully transform into Martians by the end, with Harry Bittering and others losing
their human traits, symbolizing the complete adaptation and the loss of their original
identities.

Additional Resources
1. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
This classic dystopian novel explores a future society where books are banned and
"firemen" burn any that are found. It follows Guy Montag, a fireman who begins to question
the oppressive regime and the value of knowledge and free thought. Bradbury’s vivid prose
and compelling themes about censorship and individuality make it a timeless read.

2. Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury
A dark fantasy novel centered around two boys, Jim and Will, who encounter a sinister
traveling carnival that arrives in their town. The story delves into themes of temptation,
fear, and the loss of innocence. Bradbury’s atmospheric writing creates a haunting and
magical tale of good versus evil.

3. The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury
A collection of interconnected stories chronicling humanity’s colonization of Mars and the
encounters between Earth settlers and the native Martians. The book blends science fiction



with social commentary, exploring themes of colonization, cultural clash, and the
consequences of human hubris. Bradbury’s poetic style lends an eerie and reflective tone
throughout.

4. Nightfall and Other Stories by Isaac Asimov
This anthology includes "Nightfall," a seminal science fiction story about a civilization that
experiences darkness only once every 2,000 years, leading to mass hysteria and revelation.
The collection features other thought-provoking tales that examine human nature and the
unknown, similar to Bradbury’s ability to blend speculative fiction with deep emotional
insight.

5. The Illustrated Man by Ray Bradbury
A collection of eighteen science fiction short stories framed by the narrative of a man
whose tattoos come to life, each telling a different tale. The stories explore themes of
technology, human nature, and destiny, often with a dark or cautionary tone. This book
showcases Bradbury’s mastery in weaving imaginative and profound narratives.

6. Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
A dystopian novel presenting a future society driven by technological control, consumerism,
and the suppression of individuality. It examines the cost of a seemingly perfect society at
the expense of freedom and emotion. Huxley’s chilling vision complements Bradbury’s
concerns about conformity and authoritarianism.

7. We Have Always Lived in the Castle by Shirley Jackson
A psychological thriller about two sisters living in isolation after a family tragedy,
surrounded by suspicion and dark secrets. Jackson’s story evokes a haunting atmosphere
and explores themes of alienation, madness, and the macabre. Its eerie tone resonates
with the unsettling mood found in Bradbury’s darker works.

8. The Lottery and Other Stories by Shirley Jackson
This collection includes the famous story "The Lottery," which reveals the dark side of
human nature and societal rituals. Jackson’s writing is known for its unsettling and
suspenseful qualities, often exposing the horror lurking beneath ordinary life. Readers who
appreciate Bradbury’s blend of the ordinary and the uncanny will find much to admire here.

9. Bloodchild and Other Stories by Octavia E. Butler
A collection of speculative fiction stories that probe themes of power, survival, and human-
alien relationships. Butler’s narratives often explore complex ethical dilemmas and social
issues through a science fiction lens. Her rich characterizations and thought-provoking plots
align well with Bradbury’s tradition of meaningful speculative storytelling.
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