red scare and mccarthyism handout
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red scare and mccarthyism handout answer key provides an essential resource for
students and educators exploring one of the most turbulent periods in American history.
This article delivers a comprehensive guide to understanding the Red Scare and
McCarthyism, key terms often included in educational handouts and study materials. By
examining the historical context, political climate, social impacts, and lasting effects of the
Red Scare and McCarthyism, this answer key serves as a detailed reference for clarifying
complex topics. The information is structured to assist in answering common questions and
explaining critical events, making it ideal for classroom use or self-study. Additionally, this
article highlights significant figures, legislative actions, and cultural ramifications
associated with McCarthyism. Readers will gain insight into the fears of communism that
permeated the United States during the mid-20th century and the methods used to combat
perceived threats. The following table of contents outlines the key sections covered in this
thorough overview.
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Historical Context of the Red Scare

The Red Scare refers to two distinct periods of intense anti-communist sentiment in the
United States, with the second Red Scare occurring after World War Il. This era was marked
by widespread fear of communist infiltration and espionage within American institutions.
The geopolitical tensions of the Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union
heightened public anxieties about the spread of communism. The first Red Scare occurred
after World War |, but it was the second Red Scare, spanning approximately from 1947 to
1957, that is most closely associated with McCarthyism and significant government
investigations.

Origins and Causes

The origins of the Red Scare can be traced to the aftermath of World War Il, when the



alliance between the U.S. and the Soviet Union rapidly deteriorated. The Soviet Union's
expansion into Eastern Europe and the development of nuclear weapons intensified fears of
communist influence. Domestically, labor strikes, political activism, and revelations about
Soviet espionage contributed to a climate of suspicion. The House Un-American Activities
Committee (HUAC) was one of the bodies that initiated investigations into alleged
communist activities, further fueling public concern.

The Rise of McCarthyism

McCarthyism, named after Senator Joseph McCarthy, is synonymous with the aggressive
pursuit and persecution of suspected communists in the United States during the early
1950s. McCarthyism was characterized by unsubstantiated accusations, public hearings,
and blacklisting that targeted government officials, entertainers, and ordinary citizens. This
period exemplified the extreme measures taken under the guise of protecting national
security from the communist threat.

Senator Joseph McCarthy’s Role

Senator McCarthy rose to prominence in 1950 when he claimed to have a list of
communists working in the State Department. His accusations, often lacking credible
evidence, garnered widespread media attention and political support initially. McCarthy’s
tactics included public hearings and intimidation, which created a climate of fear and
censorship. His influence peaked in the early 1950s, but his credibility began to decline
after the televised Army-McCarthy hearings in 1954 exposed his methods to public scrutiny.

Key Figures and Events

Understanding the Red Scare and McCarthyism involves recognizing pivotal individuals and
landmark events that shaped this era. These figures and moments illustrate the
mechanisms of anti-communist investigations and their consequences on American society.

Notable Individuals

¢ Joseph McCarthy: The senator who became the face of the anti-communist crusade.

e ). Edgar Hoover: Director of the FBI, who supported investigations into communist
activities.

e Edward R. Murrow: Journalist who challenged McCarthy’s tactics through critical
broadcasts.

* Hollywood Ten: A group of film industry professionals blacklisted for refusing to
testify before HUAC.



Significant Events

Key events during this period include the launch of the HUAC investigations, McCarthy’s
accusations in 1950, the blacklisting of entertainment industry figures, and the Army-
McCarthy hearings in 1954. Each event contributed to the intensification or decline of
McCarthyism and had lasting impacts on civil liberties and political discourse.

Social and Political Impacts

The Red Scare and McCarthyism led to widespread fear, suspicion, and violations of civil
rights across the United States. Many individuals lost their jobs, reputations, and freedoms
due to accusations of communist sympathies. The political climate became highly polarized,
with loyalty oaths and censorship becoming common in various sectors.

Effects on American Society

The era fostered an atmosphere of distrust, where neighbors, colleagues, and friends often
guestioned each other’s political beliefs. This resulted in self-censorship and conformity,
significantly impacting cultural expression and intellectual freedom. The entertainment
industry was particularly affected by blacklisting, which damaged careers and limited
creative output.

Political Consequences

Politically, the Red Scare bolstered conservative agendas and government surveillance
programs. It also led to controversial legislation that restricted civil liberties. However, the
backlash against McCarthyism eventually contributed to a reexamination of due process
and the importance of protecting individual rights in the face of national security concerns.

Legislation and Government Actions

During the Red Scare and McCarthyism, several laws and government initiatives aimed to
identify and eliminate communist influence within the United States. These measures often
expanded the powers of investigative bodies and increased scrutiny of citizens.

Key Legislative Acts

e Smith Act (1940): Criminalized advocating the overthrow of the government by
force or violence.

e Internal Security Act (1950): Required communist organizations to register with
the government and established controls over suspected subversives.



e McCarran Act (1950): Allowed for detention of suspected subversives during
emergencies.

Government Agencies Involved

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) under J. Edgar Hoover played a central role in
surveilling suspected communists. The HUAC conducted public hearings and investigations,
while the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, led by McCarthy,
aggressively pursued allegations of communist activities. These agencies often
collaborated to enforce anti-communist policies.

End of McCarthyism and Legacy

The decline of McCarthyism began in the mid-1950s after public opinion shifted against
Senator McCarthy’s tactics. The Army-McCarthy hearings in 1954 exposed his aggressive
and unsupported accusations, leading to his censure by the Senate. Although McCarthyism
waned, the Red Scare’s impact endured in American political culture.

Factors Leading to the Decline

Televised hearings revealed McCarthy’s bullying behavior and lack of evidence, which
eroded his support. Increased criticism from journalists and politicians emphasized the
dangers of unchecked accusations. Additionally, the Supreme Court began to uphold civil
liberties more rigorously, limiting the scope of anti-communist investigations.

Long-Term Effects

The Red Scare and McCarthyism left a lasting imprint on American society by highlighting
the tension between national security and individual freedoms. The period serves as a
cautionary example of how fear can undermine democratic principles. Educational
handouts and answer keys on this topic help ensure that future generations understand the
complexities and consequences of this historical episode.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Red Scare in the United States?

The Red Scare refers to the fear of communism and radical leftist ideologies in the United
States, particularly after World War 1l, leading to widespread suspicion and government
investigations.



Who was Senator Joseph McCarthy and what role did he
play in McCarthyism?

Senator Joseph McCarthy was a U.S. senator who became the face of the anti-communist
crusade in the early 1950s, claiming that numerous communists had infiltrated the U.S.

government, which led to aggressive investigations and accusations known as
McCarthyism.

What methods were commonly used during
McCarthyism to identify alleged communists?

During McCarthyism, methods included public hearings, loyalty oaths, blacklisting, and
aggressive questioning often without proper evidence, leading to ruined careers and
reputations.

What was the impact of McCarthyism on American
society and politics?
McCarthyism created a climate of fear and suspicion, suppressed dissent, violated civil

liberties, and led to the persecution of many innocent people, while also influencing U.S.
policies during the Cold War.

How did the U.S. government respond to the
accusations and investigations led by McCarthy?

Initially, the government supported anti-communist efforts, but over time, as McCarthy's
tactics became more extreme and unsubstantiated, the Senate censured him in 1954, and
his influence waned.

What was the significance of the Army-McCarthy
hearings?
The Army-McCarthy hearings in 1954 were televised congressional hearings investigating

McCarthy's claims of communist infiltration in the U.S. Army, which exposed his aggressive
tactics to the public and contributed to his downfall.

How is McCarthyism viewed by historians today?

Historians generally view McCarthyism as a period of political repression and paranoia that
undermined democratic principles and civil liberties, serving as a cautionary example of the
dangers of fear-driven politics.

Additional Resources

1. “The Crucible” by Arthur Miller
This classic play uses the Salem witch trials as an allegory for McCarthyism and the Red



Scare. Arthur Miller critiques the hysteria and unjust persecution of individuals accused of
communism. The work highlights the dangers of mass paranoia and the consequences of
false accusations during this turbulent period in American history.

2. “McCarthyism: The Fight for America” by Joseph McCarthy and Ted Morgan

This book provides an in-depth look at Senator Joseph McCarthy’s rise and fall. It explores
the political climate of the early Cold War era and how McCarthy'’s tactics fueled
widespread fear of communist infiltration. The narrative offers insights into the complex
interplay between patriotism and paranoia.

3. “Red Scare: FBI and the Origins of Anticommunism in the United States” by Athan
Theoharis

A comprehensive examination of the FBI's role during the Red Scare, this book details how
the agency pursued suspected communists. Theoharis reveals the strategies and
surveillance methods used to monitor and suppress dissent. It also discusses the impact on
civil liberties and the broader American society.

4. “The Age of McCarthyism: A Brief History with Documents” by Ellen Schrecker

Ellen Schrecker provides a concise history accompanied by primary documents that shed
light on the era. This book covers key events, figures, and policies related to McCarthyism
and the Red Scare. It is an essential resource for understanding the historical context and
governmental actions taken against alleged communists.

5. “Naming Names” by Victor Navasky

This investigative work explores the personal and professional consequences of the
Hollywood blacklist during the Red Scare. Navasky tells the stories of those who were
named as communists and the environment of fear that permeated the entertainment
industry. The book offers a critical view of the mechanisms of accusation and the culture of
silence.

6. “American Inquisition: The Hunt for Red Men and Women” by Robert K. Murray

Murray’s book chronicles the widespread investigations and hearings aimed at rooting out
communists in the United States. It highlights the legal and social repercussions for
individuals caught in the anti-communist crusade. The narrative also reflects on the broader
implications for American democracy and freedoms.

7. “Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy” by Mary L. Dudziak
This book examines how the Red Scare influenced civil rights activism and the U.S.
government’s portrayal of democracy abroad. Dudziak argues that fears of communism
affected domestic policies and the struggle for racial equality. The work provides a unique
perspective on the intersection of anti-communism and civil rights.

8. “The FBI and American Democracy: A Brief Critical History” by Athan Theoharis
Theoharis offers a critical overview of the FBI’s involvement in political repression during
the Red Scare. The book discusses the balance between national security and civil liberties,
focusing on the agency’s controversial tactics. It serves as an important analysis of
government power during periods of ideological conflict.

9. “Without Precedent: The Story of the Death of McCarthyism” by Fred J. Cook
This detailed account traces the decline of Senator McCarthy’s influence and the eventual
end of the Red Scare hysteria. Cook provides an insider’s perspective on the political



battles and media coverage that contributed to McCarthy’s downfall. The book highlights
the role of public opinion and institutional checks in restoring democratic norms.
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