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resistance to the vietham war commonlit assessment answers is a crucial topic for students
and educators analyzing the historical context and impact of opposition to the Vietham War. This
article provides detailed insights into the nature of resistance during the Vietnam era, exploring key
themes, figures, and events that shaped public dissent. The commonlit assessment answers related
to this topic often require a comprehensive understanding of both the social and political dynamics of
the time. By addressing the various forms of resistance—from peaceful protests to draft refusals—this
article aims to support learners in grasping essential concepts and responding accurately to
assessment questions. Additionally, the discussion covers the cultural and governmental responses to
anti-war movements, providing a nuanced view necessary for academic success. The information
presented will serve as a valuable resource for those seeking clarity on resistance to the Vietnam War
commonlit assessment answers. Below is an outline of the main sections covered in this article.

e Overview of Resistance to the Vietnam War

e Forms of Resistance During the Vietnam War

e Key Figures and Movements in Anti-War Resistance
e Government and Public Reactions to Resistance

¢ Commonlit Assessment Questions and Answers

Overview of Resistance to the Vietham War

The resistance to the Vietham War was a significant social and political phenomenon in the United
States and around the world during the 1960s and early 1970s. This opposition arose from
widespread disagreement with the U.S. government's involvement in Vietnam, fueled by moral,
political, and practical objections. As the war escalated, protests became more frequent and diverse,
reflecting a broad spectrum of society, including students, veterans, civil rights activists, and religious
groups. Understanding this resistance is essential for interpreting the historical context of the
Vietnam War era and for addressing commonlit assessment questions related to this period.

Historical Context of the Vietham War

The Vietnam War began as a conflict between communist North Vietnam and non-communist South
Vietnam, with the United States supporting the South to prevent the spread of communism. As U.S.
military involvement increased, so did public scrutiny and criticism. By the late 1960s, many
Americans questioned the justification, cost, and human toll of the war, leading to growing resistance
movements across the country.



Significance of Anti-War Resistance

The anti-war resistance played a pivotal role in shaping U.S. policy and public opinion. It highlighted
the divisions within American society and forced government leaders to reconsider their approach to
the conflict. Moreover, the resistance contributed to broader conversations about civil rights,
government transparency, and individual freedoms during a turbulent period in American history.

Forms of Resistance During the Vietham War

Resistance to the Vietnam War manifested in various forms, ranging from peaceful protests to active
refusal of military service. These diverse methods reflected the intensity and complexity of opposition
to the war effort. Recognizing these forms is critical for understanding the multifaceted nature of the
resistance.

Peaceful Protests and Demonstrations

One of the most visible forms of resistance was organized marches, rallies, and sit-ins. Large-scale
demonstrations, such as the 1969 Moratorium to End the War in Vietnam, attracted hundreds of
thousands of participants. These events drew attention to the anti-war message and provided a
platform for expressing dissent through nonviolent means.

Draft Resistance and Conscientious Objection

Many young men opposed the draft, which mandated military service, by refusing induction or
seeking deferments. Draft card burnings became a symbolic act of protest. Additionally, some
individuals claimed conscientious objector status, citing moral or religious objections to war. These
actions challenged the government's authority and highlighted ethical concerns regarding compulsory
military service.

Underground Movements and Radical Actions

Beyond peaceful protest, some factions engaged in more radical resistance, including draft evasion
by fleeing to other countries or participating in underground networks. Groups like the Weather
Underground advocated for militant resistance, although such actions were less common and often
controversial within the broader anti-war movement.

Artistic and Cultural Expression

Resistance also took shape through music, literature, and visual arts that criticized the war and its
effects. Songs like Bob Dylan's "Blowin' in the Wind" and performances at events like Woodstock
served as cultural expressions of opposition, influencing public perception and morale.



Key Figures and Movements in Anti-War Resistance

The resistance to the Vietnam War was led and supported by a variety of influential figures and
organizations. These leaders and groups helped mobilize public opinion and organize effective
campaigns against the war.

Student Activists and Organizations

Students were at the forefront of anti-war activism, with groups such as Students for a Democratic
Society (SDS) playing a significant role. These organizations organized protests, teach-ins, and other
educational efforts to raise awareness about the war’s consequences.

Civil Rights Leaders and Anti-War Advocacy

Several civil rights leaders linked the struggle against racial injustice with opposition to the Vietnam
War. Figures like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. publicly denounced the war, emphasizing its impact on
marginalized communities and calling for peace and justice.

Veterans Against the War

Veterans themselves became vocal critics, with groups like Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW)
providing firsthand accounts of the war’s brutality. Their testimonies challenged official narratives and
added credibility to the resistance movement.

Government and Public Reactions to Resistance

The U.S. government and segments of the public responded to anti-war resistance in varied and often
contentious ways. These reactions shaped the dynamics of the movement and influenced the course
of the Vietham War.

Government Measures to Suppress Dissent

Authorities employed tactics such as surveillance, arrests, and legal actions to curb anti-war activities.
The FBI's COINTELPRO program targeted activists and organizations suspected of subversion,
reflecting the government’s concern about the impact of resistance on national security.

Public Opinion and Media Coverage

Public opinion was deeply divided over the war and the resistance. While many supported the troops
and the government's efforts, others sympathized with the anti-war cause. Media coverage played a
crucial role, with televised reports and newspaper articles bringing the realities of the war and
protests into American homes.



Impact on U.S. Policy and Military Strategy

Persistent resistance contributed to shifts in U.S. policy, including the eventual de-escalation of
military involvement and the signing of peace agreements. Political leaders had to balance public
dissatisfaction with strategic objectives.

Commonlit Assessment Questions and Answers

Commonlit assessments related to resistance to the Vietnam War often focus on understanding key
concepts, identifying causes and effects, and analyzing primary sources. Below are some typical
questions along with model answers to assist learners.

Sample Question 1: What were the main reasons for
resistance to the Vietham War?

Answer: The main reasons for resistance included moral objections to violence and loss of life,
opposition to U.S. involvement in foreign conflicts, distrust of government motives, and concerns
about the draft. Many people believed the war was unjust and unnecessary, leading to widespread
protests and draft resistance.

Sample Question 2: How did the anti-war movement influence
U.S. policy?

Answer: The anti-war movement pressured government officials to reduce troop deployments and
seek diplomatic solutions. Public protests and media coverage increased awareness of the war’s
costs, contributing to policy changes such as Vietnamization and the eventual withdrawal of U.S.
forces.

Sample Question 3: Describe two forms of resistance to the
Vietnam War and their significance.

e Peaceful Protests: Large demonstrations raised public awareness and demonstrated broad
opposition to the war, influencing public opinion and policymakers.

» Draft Resistance: Refusing military service challenged the government’s authority and
highlighted ethical concerns, forcing reconsideration of draft policies.

Sample Question 4: Who were some key leaders in the



resistance movement?

Answer: Key leaders included student activists from groups like SDS, civil rights leaders such as Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., and veterans who spoke out against the war through organizations like Vietnam
Veterans Against the War.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the CommonLit assessment on
resistance to the Vietham War?

The main theme is the widespread opposition and protest against the Vietham War, examining the
reasons behind the resistance and its impact on American society.

Why did many Americans resist the Vietham War according to
the CommonlLit text?

Many Americans resisted the Vietham War because they believed it was unjust, unnecessary, and
caused unnecessary loss of life and resources.

How did the CommonlLit assessment describe the role of
students in the anti-war movement?

The assessment highlights that students were crucial in organizing protests, sit-ins, and
demonstrations to voice their opposition to the Vietnam War.

What forms of resistance to the Vietham War are mentioned
in the Commonlit assessment?

The assessment mentions protests, draft card burnings, marches, and public speeches as common
forms of resistance.

According to the CommonlLit passage, how did the media
influence public opinion about the Vietham War?

The media exposed the harsh realities of the war through graphic images and reports, which fueled
public opposition and resistance.

What impact did resistance to the Vietham War have on U.S.
government policies, as discussed in the CommonlLit
assessment?

The resistance pressured the government to eventually de-escalate and withdraw U.S. troops, leading
to changes in foreign policy.



How were draft dodgers portrayed in the CommonlLit
assessment on Vietnam War resistance?

Draft dodgers were often seen as controversial figures, with some viewing them as patriots for
opposing the war and others as unpatriotic.

What role did music and culture play in resistance to the
Vietnam War, according to CommonLit?

Music and culture provided a voice for the anti-war movement, spreading messages of peace and
resistance through songs and art.

How does the CommonlLit assessment explain the connection
between civil rights movements and resistance to the
Vietham War?

The assessment explains that many civil rights activists also opposed the Vietnam War, linking the
struggle for racial equality with opposition to military conflict.

What lesson does the CommonLit assessment suggest we
learn from the resistance to the Vietham War?

The assessment suggests that civic engagement and speaking out against injustice are important for
shaping government policy and promoting peace.

Additional Resources

1. Dispatches by Michael Herr

This book offers a raw and immersive account of the Vietham War from the perspective of a war
correspondent. Herr captures the chaos, fear, and resistance experienced by soldiers and civilians
alike. It provides insight into the psychological impact of the war and the growing anti-war sentiment
back home.

2. Going After Cacciato by Tim O'Brien

A blend of reality and fantasy, this novel follows a soldier’s surreal journey to escape the Vietnam
War. It explores themes of resistance, both physical and mental, as characters grapple with the
horrors of combat and the desire to survive. The narrative challenges traditional war stories by
focusing on personal defiance.

3. Born on the Fourth of July by Ron Kovic

This memoir details the life of Ron Kovic, a Vietnam veteran who becomes an outspoken anti-war
activist after being paralyzed in combat. It highlights the transformation from soldier to protester and
the emotional toll of the war. Kovic’s story is a powerful testament to resistance against the war and
government policies.

4. The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
A collection of linked short stories that depict the experiences of soldiers in Vietnam, this book delves



into the burdens—both physical and emotional—they bear. O’Brien examines the complexities of
courage, fear, and opposition to the war. It humanizes the conflict and the internal resistance of those
involved.

5. Fire in the Lake: The Vietnamese and the Americans in Vietnam by Frances FitzGerald

This nonfiction work provides an in-depth analysis of the Vietham War, focusing on Vietnamese
culture and the reasons behind resistance to American involvement. FitzGerald offers a critical look at
the misunderstandings and failures that fueled opposition. The book is essential for understanding the
broader context of anti-war movements.

6. In Retrospect: The Tragedy and Lessons of Vietnam by Robert McNamara

Written by the former U.S. Secretary of Defense, this book reflects on the mistakes made during the
Vietnam War. McNamara acknowledges the flawed policies and the growing dissent within the
government and public. It provides insight into the resistance against the war from inside the
administration.

7. Vietnam: A History by Stanley Karnow

A comprehensive history that covers the origins, progression, and aftermath of the Vietnam War,
Karnow’s work also discusses the widespread opposition to the conflict. It includes perspectives from
both Vietnamese citizens and American protesters. The book is a valuable resource for understanding
the multifaceted resistance movements.

8. When Heaven and Earth Changed Places by Le Ly Hayslip

This memoir recounts the author’s experiences growing up in Vietnam during the war and her
eventual journey to reconciliation. It sheds light on the personal and cultural resistance to the
violence and turmoil. Hayslip's story offers a unique Vietnamese perspective on the war’s impact.

9. Protest: Songs of the Vietnam War Era edited by Doug Pratt

This collection of protest songs captures the spirit of resistance that defined the Vietnam War era. The
book explores how music became a powerful tool for expressing dissent and uniting activists. It
provides cultural context to the anti-war movement and its influence on public opinion.
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