
revised standard version catholic
edition bible
revised standard version catholic edition bible is a widely respected
translation that combines scholarly accuracy with liturgical suitability for
Catholic readers. This edition of the Revised Standard Version (RSV) is
specifically adapted to include the deuterocanonical books, making it a
complete Bible for Catholic use. It has become a preferred text for both
personal study and public worship due to its balance of formal equivalence
and readability. The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible reflects
the latest scholarship while respecting the traditional language and
theological nuances important to Catholic doctrine. This article explores the
history, translation philosophy, textual features, and significance of the
Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible. Additionally, it covers its
use in liturgy, comparison with other Catholic Bible translations, and
practical considerations for readers and scholars. The following sections
will provide a comprehensive overview of this important biblical edition.

History and Development of the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
Bible

Translation Philosophy and Characteristics

Textual Features and Canonical Content

Use in Catholic Liturgy and Study

Comparison with Other Catholic Bible Translations

Practical Considerations for Readers and Scholars

History and Development of the Revised Standard
Version Catholic Edition Bible
The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible originated from the
Revised Standard Version, first published in the mid-20th century as an
update of the American Standard Version. The RSV itself aimed to provide a
modern English translation that remained faithful to the original texts.
Recognizing the need for a Catholic edition that included the
deuterocanonical books, the Catholic Edition was developed to meet the
requirements of the Catholic Church. This adaptation involved careful
consultation with Catholic scholars and ecclesiastical authorities to ensure
doctrinal accuracy and liturgical appropriateness.



The Catholic Edition was first released in the 1960s, coinciding with the
liturgical reforms and increased emphasis on vernacular scripture reading
following the Second Vatican Council. It provided a much-needed resource for
Catholics seeking a reliable English translation that aligned with official
Catholic canon and teachings.

Translation Philosophy and Characteristics
The translation philosophy behind the revised standard version catholic
edition bible emphasizes formal equivalence, aiming for a word-for-word
approach where possible. This method ensures that the translation remains as
close to the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts as practicable without
sacrificing clarity. The Catholic Edition carefully balances fidelity to the
source texts with the need for readability in contemporary English.

One of the key characteristics of this edition is its use of dignified yet
accessible language. The RSV Catholic Edition preserves the literary beauty
and solemnity expected in a sacred text, making it suitable for both study
and liturgical proclamation. The translators also prioritized theological
precision, ensuring that doctrinally significant passages reflected Catholic
teaching accurately.

Formal Equivalence Approach
By adhering to a formal equivalence approach, the revised standard version
catholic edition bible provides readers with a reliable text that closely
mirrors the original scripture's syntax and vocabulary. This approach aids in
academic study and theological reflection, offering a solid foundation for
interpretation.

Theological Accuracy and Language Style
The translators meticulously reviewed passages with doctrinal implications to
align with Catholic tradition. The language style combines traditional
reverence with modern clarity, avoiding archaic expressions that might hinder
comprehension.

Textual Features and Canonical Content
The revised standard version catholic edition bible includes all the books
recognized in the Catholic canon, encompassing the protocanonical and
deuterocanonical texts. This comprehensive content distinguishes it from many
Protestant editions of the RSV, which omit the deuterocanonical books.

In addition to the canonical texts, the Catholic Edition contains
introductory material, footnotes, and cross-references designed to support



deeper understanding. These features assist readers in navigating complex
passages and provide historical and theological context.

Inclusion of Deuterocanonical Books
The deuterocanonical books, such as Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch,
and 1 and 2 Maccabees, are integral to the Catholic Edition. Their inclusion
affirms the translation's commitment to Catholic biblical tradition and
liturgical use.

Study Aids and Supplementary Materials
Footnotes often highlight variant readings and explain difficult terms or
concepts. Cross-references connect related passages throughout the Old and
New Testaments, enhancing scriptural study. Some editions also provide maps
and indexes to facilitate easier navigation.

Use in Catholic Liturgy and Study
The revised standard version catholic edition bible is extensively used in
Catholic liturgical settings and personal study. Its text has been approved
by ecclesiastical authority and is compatible with the readings proclaimed
during the Mass and other sacraments.

Catechists, clergy, and laypersons find this edition valuable for homiletics,
catechesis, and theological education. Its clarity and doctrinal reliability
make it a preferred choice in seminaries and Catholic academic institutions.

Liturgy and Public Worship
While the Lectionary used in Mass differs slightly in translation, the RSV
Catholic Edition serves as a foundational text for preparing homilies and
scripture readings. Its familiarity among clergy supports consistent
theological messaging.

Personal Study and Devotion
Catholic readers appreciate the RSV Catholic Edition for private meditation
and study due to its balance of readability and faithful representation of
the biblical text. It is often recommended alongside other Catholic study
resources.



Comparison with Other Catholic Bible
Translations
The revised standard version catholic edition bible is frequently compared
with other popular Catholic translations such as the New American Bible
(NAB), the Douay-Rheims Bible, and the Jerusalem Bible. Each has distinctive
translation philosophies and textual emphases.

Unlike the NAB, which uses a more dynamic equivalence approach, the RSV
Catholic Edition favors a more literal translation style. Compared to the
Douay-Rheims, it employs modern English while maintaining doctrinal fidelity.
The Jerusalem Bible is noted for its literary qualities, whereas the RSV
Catholic Edition prioritizes directness and accuracy.

RSV Catholic Edition: Formal equivalence, inclusive of
deuterocanonicals, balanced readability

New American Bible: Dynamic equivalence, widely used in the US liturgy

Douay-Rheims Bible: Traditional, archaic English, strong Catholic
heritage

Jerusalem Bible: Literary style, poetic language, popular in English-
speaking countries

Practical Considerations for Readers and
Scholars
When selecting the revised standard version catholic edition bible, readers
should consider its purpose and context of use. Its scholarly rigor makes it
suitable for academic research, while its readability supports devotional
reading. The availability of various editions, including study Bibles with
extensive notes, can enhance understanding.

Scholars value the RSV Catholic Edition for its textual fidelity and
adherence to the Catholic canon. Its alignment with traditional doctrine
makes it a reliable source for theological inquiry and comparative studies of
biblical texts.

Edition Variants and Formats
The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible is available in multiple
formats, including hardcover, paperback, and digital versions. Study editions
often include additional commentary and annotations to aid comprehension.



Integration with Catholic Teaching and Scholarship
Many Catholic educational programs incorporate the RSV Catholic Edition as a
core text. Its compatibility with Church teachings and liturgical norms
ensures it remains relevant in contemporary Catholic scholarship and
practice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Revised Standard Version Catholic
Edition (RSV-CE) Bible?
The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition (RSV-CE) is an English
translation of the Bible that includes the deuterocanonical books recognized
by the Catholic Church. It is a revision of the original Revised Standard
Version (RSV), adapted to conform with Catholic liturgical and doctrinal
standards.

How does the RSV-CE differ from the original Revised
Standard Version (RSV)?
The RSV-CE includes the deuterocanonical books accepted by the Catholic
Church, which are not present in the original RSV Protestant edition.
Additionally, the RSV-CE follows Catholic liturgical norms and incorporates
revisions to align with Catholic theology and terminology.

Is the RSV-CE Bible approved for use in Catholic
liturgy?
Yes, the RSV-CE has received approval for use in Catholic liturgy, including
the imprimatur and nihil obstat, indicating that it is free from doctrinal
error and suitable for public worship and study within the Catholic Church.

What are the notable features of the RSV-CE
translation style?
The RSV-CE is known for its formal equivalence translation approach, striving
for accuracy and faithfulness to the original languages, while maintaining
literary quality and readability. It balances traditional phrasing with
modern English usage.

Who publishes the Revised Standard Version Catholic
Edition Bible?
The RSV-CE Bible is published by various Catholic publishing houses,



including Ignatius Press and Catholic Book Publishing Corp, which provide
editions with Catholic-specific footnotes, introductions, and catechetical
content.

Can the RSV-CE be used for personal Bible study?
Absolutely. The RSV-CE is widely used by Catholics for personal study,
prayer, and catechesis due to its reliable translation, inclusion of the
deuterocanonical books, and adherence to Catholic teaching.

How does the RSV-CE handle the deuterocanonical
books?
The RSV-CE includes the deuterocanonical books in their traditional order and
text, following the Catholic canon. These books are fully integrated into the
Old Testament, unlike Protestant Bibles which typically omit them or place
them in an appendix.

Are there digital versions or apps available for the
RSV-CE Bible?
Yes, the RSV-CE Bible is available in various digital formats and Bible apps,
allowing users to read, search, and study the text on smartphones, tablets,
and computers, often supplemented with Catholic commentary and study aids.

How does the RSV-CE compare to other Catholic Bible
translations like the NABRE?
The RSV-CE is more traditional and formal in its language compared to the New
American Bible Revised Edition (NABRE), which uses a more dynamic equivalence
approach. The RSV-CE is favored for its literary quality and fidelity to
original texts, while NABRE is commonly used in U.S. Catholic liturgy.

Additional Resources
1. The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition: An Introduction
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Revised Standard Version
Catholic Edition (RSV-CE) of the Bible. It explores the history, translation
philosophy, and the significance of the RSV-CE within Catholic biblical
scholarship. Readers will gain insight into how this edition balances
fidelity to original texts with the needs of contemporary readers.

2. Understanding the RSV Catholic Edition: A Study Guide
Designed as a companion for readers of the RSV-CE, this study guide offers
explanations, context, and theological reflections on key passages. It helps
deepen comprehension of the biblical text while highlighting Catholic
doctrinal perspectives. Ideal for personal study or group discussion.



3. Commentary on the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
This comprehensive commentary provides verse-by-verse insights into the RSV-
CE Bible. Written by biblical scholars, it illuminates difficult passages and
explains historical and cultural backgrounds. The commentary supports a
richer understanding of Scripture within the Catholic tradition.

4. The History and Development of the Revised Standard Version Catholic
Edition
Explore the origins and evolution of the RSV-CE in this detailed historical
account. The book traces the translation process, editorial decisions, and
the reception of the RSV-CE in Catholic communities worldwide. It is an
essential resource for those interested in biblical translation history.

5. Liturgical Use of the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
Focusing on the application of the RSV-CE in Catholic worship, this book
examines its role in liturgy and prayer. It discusses the adaptation of the
text for Mass readings and other sacraments, emphasizing its contribution to
the spiritual life of the faithful. The work also addresses guidelines for
public reading.

6. Theological Reflections on the RSV Catholic Edition
This volume gathers essays by theologians reflecting on the doctrinal
implications of the RSV-CE translation. Topics include the interpretation of
key theological concepts and the impact of translation choices on Catholic
teaching. It encourages thoughtful engagement with Scripture through a
Catholic lens.

7. Comparing Bible Translations: The RSV Catholic Edition and Beyond
A comparative study that contrasts the RSV-CE with other popular Catholic
Bible translations such as the NABRE and the Douay-Rheims. The book
highlights differences in language, style, and translation philosophy,
helping readers appreciate the unique features of the RSV-CE.

8. Praying with the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
This devotional book invites readers to engage with Scripture through the
RSV-CE in personal and communal prayer. It includes reflections, meditations,
and guided prayers based on passages from the Bible. The book aims to foster
a deeper spiritual connection through the sacred text.

9. Exploring Biblical Themes in the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
An in-depth exploration of major biblical themes such as covenant, salvation,
and the Kingdom of God as presented in the RSV-CE. The author analyzes how
the translation conveys these themes and their significance for Catholic
faith and practice. This work is valuable for both scholars and lay readers.

Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible

Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible

https://redns7-fra4.belugacdn.com/textbook-ga-24-1-31/revised-standard-version-catholic-edition-bible.pdf
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