
rikki tikki tavi questions and answers
rikki tikki tavi questions and answers serve as an essential resource for students, educators, and
literary enthusiasts seeking a deeper understanding of Rudyard Kipling’s classic short story. This
article provides a comprehensive exploration of key questions and their answers related to the
narrative, characters, themes, and literary devices found within "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi." The story, which
forms part of Kipling’s *The Jungle Book*, offers timeless lessons about courage, loyalty, and survival.
Through this detailed guide, readers can enhance their comprehension and appreciation of the text
while preparing for academic discussions or examinations. The following sections will address plot-
related inquiries, character analyses, thematic interpretations, and critical thinking questions, all
organized for easy navigation and study. An overview of the main topics covered is provided in the
table of contents below.
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Plot Summary and Understanding
This section focuses on fundamental questions about the storyline of "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi," offering clear
explanations to support readers in grasping the sequence of events and their significance within the
story.

What is the main plot of "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi"?
"Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" follows the adventures of a brave mongoose named Rikki-Tikki who is adopted by a
British family living in India. The mongoose protects the family from dangerous cobras, Nag and
Nagaina, through courage and quick thinking. The story highlights his battles and ultimate victory
over the snakes, ensuring the safety of the household.

How does the story begin and end?
The story begins when Rikki-Tikki is washed away from his burrow during a flood and found by a boy
named Teddy, who brings him home. It ends with Rikki-Tikki’s successful defeat of Nagaina and the
restoration of peace in the garden, symbolizing triumph over evil.



What are the key events in the story?

Rikki-Tikki’s rescue and introduction to the family

The mongoose's first encounter with Nag and Nagaina

Rikki-Tikki’s battles to protect the family

The climactic fight with Nagaina in her cobra hole

The restoration of safety in the garden

Character Analysis
Understanding the characters in "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" is crucial for interpreting the story’s messages. This
section answers questions about the traits, motivations, and roles of the main characters.

Who is Rikki-Tikki-Tavi and what are his main characteristics?
Rikki-Tikki-Tavi is a young mongoose known for his bravery, loyalty, and quick reflexes. He is
protective of his human family and determined to eliminate threats, particularly the cobras. His
courage and intelligence make him a hero in the story.

What roles do Nag and Nagaina play in the story?
Nag and Nagaina are the antagonists, two venomous cobras who threaten the safety of the family and
the garden. They symbolize danger, evil, and the natural challenges faced by the protagonists. Their
cunning and persistence heighten the story’s tension.

Describe the human characters and their relationship with
Rikki-Tikki.
The human family includes Teddy, his parents, and their servants. They care for Rikki-Tikki and rely
on him for protection. Their kindness towards the mongoose reflects themes of trust and
companionship across species.

Themes and Symbolism
This section explores major themes and symbolic elements in "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi," providing answers
that illuminate Kipling’s underlying messages and the story’s universal significance.



What is the central theme of "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi"?
The central theme is bravery and protection. The story emphasizes courage in the face of danger and
the importance of defending loved ones. It also explores the idea of good versus evil, with Rikki-Tikki
representing good and the snakes symbolizing evil threats.

How does the story portray the theme of survival?
Survival is portrayed through Rikki-Tikki’s instinctive actions and battles against the cobras. The story
highlights natural instincts, adaptability, and the struggle for life in the wild environment surrounding
the human family.

What symbolism is present in the characters of Rikki-Tikki and
the cobras?
Rikki-Tikki symbolizes courage, vigilance, and loyalty, while Nag and Nagaina represent danger,
death, and the threat to domestic peace. Their conflict symbolizes the eternal struggle between
protector and adversary, safety and harm.

Literary Devices and Style
This section discusses questions concerning the literary techniques Kipling employs in "Rikki-Tikki-
Tavi," which contribute to the story’s engaging narrative and thematic depth.

What narrative perspective is used in "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi"?
The story is told from a third-person limited perspective, focusing primarily on Rikki-Tikki’s
experiences and thoughts. This viewpoint allows readers to connect with the mongoose’s bravery
while maintaining an objective narration of events.

How does Kipling use imagery and description?
Kipling uses vivid imagery to bring the garden and its inhabitants to life. Descriptive language paints
clear pictures of the setting, the characters’ appearances, and the tension-filled encounters,
enhancing reader immersion.

Identify examples of personification or other figurative
language in the story.
The cobras are often personified, given human-like thoughts, emotions, and speech, which intensifies
the conflict and dramatizes the story. Metaphors and similes are also used to describe action and
setting, enriching the narrative texture.



Critical Thinking and Discussion Questions
This final section presents thought-provoking questions and detailed answers that encourage deeper
analysis and discussion of "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi," useful for academic settings or personal reflection.

Why is Rikki-Tikki’s role important beyond the immediate
story?
Rikki-Tikki’s role extends beyond mere protection; he embodies the qualities of a hero who defends
order and harmony. His actions symbolize the triumph of good over evil and the value of courage in
everyday life challenges.

What lessons can readers learn from "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi"?
Readers learn about the importance of bravery, loyalty, and quick thinking. The story also teaches
respect for nature’s balance and the idea that even small creatures can have a significant impact.

How does the story reflect the cultural context of its setting?
The story reflects British colonial India’s environment, including the interaction between humans and
wildlife. It also portrays themes relevant to survival in the jungle, reflecting Kipling’s understanding of
the region’s natural and social dynamics.

Rikki-Tikki is a symbol of courage and protection.1.

The cobras represent danger and evil forces.2.

The story emphasizes the theme of good versus evil through animal characters.3.

Kipling uses vivid descriptions to create a lively setting.4.

The narrative encourages readers to value bravery and loyalty.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main character in 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?
The main character in 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi' is Rikki-Tikki-Tavi, a brave and curious mongoose.



What is the primary conflict in 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?
The primary conflict in 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi' is between Rikki, the mongoose, and the dangerous cobras
Nag and Nagaina who threaten the garden and the family living there.

What lesson does 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi' teach readers?
'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi' teaches lessons about bravery, loyalty, and the importance of protecting loved ones
from danger.

How does Rikki-Tikki-Tavi defeat Nag and Nagaina?
Rikki-Tikki-Tavi defeats Nag and Nagaina by using his speed, agility, and cleverness to outsmart and
kill them, ensuring the safety of the family and the garden.

Who are the supporting characters in 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?
Supporting characters include Teddy, the young boy; his parents; Darzee, the tailorbird; and
Chuchundra, the muskrat.

Why is Rikki-Tikki-Tavi considered a hero?
Rikki-Tikki-Tavi is considered a hero because he protects the family and the garden from deadly
cobras, showing courage and selflessness.

What role does the setting play in 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?
The setting, a garden in India, is crucial as it provides the natural habitat for the mongoose and the
cobras, creating the backdrop for the story's conflict and adventure.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi”: Questions and Answers for Young Readers
This book provides a comprehensive set of questions and answers designed to help young readers
engage deeply with Rudyard Kipling’s “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi.” It offers a mix of comprehension questions,
vocabulary exercises, and discussion prompts that encourage critical thinking. Ideal for classroom use
or individual study, it enhances understanding of the story’s themes and characters.

2. Understanding Rikki-Tikki-Tavi: A Study Guide with Q&A
A detailed study guide that breaks down the plot, characters, and themes of “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” through
a series of thoughtful questions and answers. The guide helps readers analyze the story’s moral
lessons and its portrayal of bravery and friendship. Perfect for middle school students and educators
alike.

3. Rikki-Tikki-Tavi: Questions, Answers, and Literary Analysis
This book delves into a literary analysis of “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi,” offering questions that challenge readers
to think beyond the surface narrative. It includes character studies, symbolism exploration, and
thematic discussions with corresponding answers. A valuable resource for advanced students and



literature enthusiasts.

4. Rikki-Tikki-Tavi Comprehension Workbook: Questions and Answers
Designed as a workbook, this resource contains a variety of comprehension questions with detailed
answers to test readers’ understanding of the story. It also features activities related to vocabulary,
sequencing, and cause-and-effect relationships. Suitable for elementary school students.

5. Teaching Rikki-Tikki-Tavi: Questions and Answers for Educators
A practical guide for teachers, this book offers a collection of questions and sample answers that can
be used to facilitate classroom discussions about “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi.” It includes tips on how to engage
students and create interactive lessons centered on the story. It also provides background
information on Rudyard Kipling and the context of the story.

6. Rikki-Tikki-Tavi Quiz and Answer Key
This book is a quiz-focused resource featuring multiple-choice, true/false, and short-answer questions
about “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi.” Each question is paired with a clear, concise answer to help readers assess
their knowledge. It’s an excellent tool for self-assessment or group activities.

7. Rikki-Tikki-Tavi: Critical Thinking Questions and Answers
Encouraging higher-order thinking, this collection of questions and answers prompts readers to
analyze motives, predict outcomes, and evaluate character decisions in “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi.” It helps
develop critical thinking skills while deepening comprehension of the story’s complexities.

8. Rikki-Tikki-Tavi Discussion Guide: Questions with Answers
This guide is designed to facilitate group discussions by providing open-ended questions alongside
suggested answers. It encourages readers to share their interpretations and insights about the story,
promoting a richer understanding through dialogue. Suitable for book clubs and literature classes.

9. Rikki-Tikki-Tavi: A Question and Answer Companion for Parents and Children
A family-friendly resource that helps parents engage their children with “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” through
simple questions and answers. It aims to foster reading comprehension and enjoyment of the story
together. The book includes fun facts and activities to make the reading experience interactive and
memorable.
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